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Blackburn Solar Project

1. APPLICATION FORM & OWNER AUTHORIZATION LETTERS




Catawba County Rezoning/Ordinance Text Amendment Application

Applicant Blackburn Solar, LLC Phone # (561) 304-6078
Applicant’s Fax Applicant’s Email heath.barefoot@nee.com
Applicant’s Mailing Address_700 Universe Blvd City, State, Zip Juno Beach, FL 33408
Property Owner Multiple- See attached Phone #

Property Owner’s Mailing Address See attached City, State, Zip See attached

Parcel 911 Address 5256 HICKORY-LINCOLNTON HWY (SR 1008), LINCOLNTON, NC 28092 PN # 361704739646, 361704615203, 361601499954, 361602782925

Subdivision Name and Lot # See attached survey
Current Zoning District R-40 Proposed Zoning District R-80 (CD)

Type of Rezoning Application:

[0 General Rezoning
e The general information listed below shall be submitted with the rezoning application.

[0 Planned Development Rezoning
e All information contained in the Planned Development Chart of the Procedures Manual is to be shown on a plan submitted
with the application and the general information below.

[J Special District Rezoning
o All information contained in the Special District Development Chart of the Procedures Manual is to be shown on a plan
submitted with the application and the general information below.

X Conditional District Rezoning
e All information contained in the Conditional District Development Chart of the Procedures Manual is to be shown on a plan
submitted with the application. The complete application includes the general information below and specific development
conditions substantially agreed to by the staff and applicant as well as a development agreement if applicable.

J Manufactured Home Park Rezoning
e All information contained in the Manufactured Home Park Development Chart of the Procedures Manual is to be shown on a
plan submitted with the application and the general information below.
e Proposed Park Name

[J Ordinance Text Amendment
e  Submit general information listed below.

General Information to be attached:

X Ifaportion of an existing parcel is requested to be rezoned, a survey of the portion of the parcel(s) covered by the proposed

amendment at a scale no smaller than 1 inch equals 200 feet, on a 18 x 24 inch map and one 8 x 11 inch map (30 copies).

Submittal of 30 copies of each map including digital copies in .pdf or .jpg format.

If applicable, a legal description of such land

If applicable, a detailed statement of any alleged error in the Unified Development Ordinance which would be corrected by the

proposed amendment, and a detailed explanation of the manner the proposed amendment will correct the alleged error.

X A detailed statement of all other circumstances, factors, and reasons, which applicant offers in support of the proposed zoning
map or text amendment.

X  Filing Fee: Per Catawba County Fee Schedule

O XM

Applicant’s Name (Printed) Heath Basefoot
. . /|, [fse~A
Applicant’s Signature per S JZAN Date 2/11/22

Property Owners Name (Printed) See attached Letters of Authorization

Property Owner’s Signature Date
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ATTACHMENTA

PROPERTY OWNER AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT

REZONING APPLICANT
Blackburn Solar, LL.C

PROPERTY OWNER
Jane Q. Berry

In accordance with Section 44-326(7) of the Catawba County Unified Development Ordinance,
the undersigned, as the owner of the parcel of land located in Catawba County that is designated
as Tax Parcel Number 361704739646 on the Catawba County Tax Map, hereby joins in and
authorizes the attached Rezoning Application and certifies that she consents to the change in
zoning for Tax Parcel Number 361704739646 from an R-40 zoning district to an R-80 (CD)
zoning district as more particularly depicted on the related conditional rezoning plan, and to
subsequent changes to the conditional rezoning plan as part of this Rezoning Application, except
for any change in the requested zoning designation. The undersigned does not agree or join in
any change to a zoning designation other than to the R-80 (CD) zoning district.

This_ 4 day of February, 2022.

Py

/ ™ )

\ Lino. (I
Jane/Q. Berry
8460 Serenity Trail
Ooltewah, TN 37363

\ QL Aan —

/)



PROPERTY OWNER AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT

REZONING APPLICANT
Blackburn Solar, LLC

PROPERTY OWNER
LucasF. Richard

In accordance with Section 44-326(7) of the Catawba County Unified Development Ordinance,
the undersigned., as the owner of the parcel of land located in Catawba County that is designated
as Tax Parcel Number 361602782925 on the Catawba County Tax Map, hereby joins in and
authorizes the attached Rezoning Application and certifies that she consents to the change in
zoning for Tax Parcel Number 361602782925 from an R-40 zoning district to an R-80 (CD)
zoning district as more particularly depicted on the related conditional rezoning plan, and to
subsequent changes to the conditional rezoning plan as part of this Rezoning Application, except
for any change in the requested zoning designation. The undersigned does not agree or join in
any change to a zoning designation other than to the R-80 (CD) zoning district.

4,

F.ucas F. Richard
2052 Lou Hoyle Lane
Newton, NC 28658

This day of February, 2022.




PROPERTY OWNER AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT

REZONING APPLICANT
Blackburn Solar, LLC

PROPERTY OWNER
Nelda G. Lee Revocable Trust

In accordance with Section 44-326(7) of the Catawba County Unified Development Ordinance,
the undersigned, as the owner of the parcel of land located in Catawba County that is designated
as Tax Parcel Number 361704615203 on the Catawba County Tax Map, hereby joins in and
authorizes the attached Rezoning Application and certifies that it consents to the change in
zoning for Tax Parcel Number 361704615203 from an R-40 zoning district to an R-80 (CD)
zoning district as more particularly depicted on the related conditional rezoning plan, and to
subsequent changes to the conditional rezoning plan as part of this Rezoning Application, except
for any change in the requested zoning designation. The undersigned does not agree or join in
any change to a zoning designation other than to the R-80 (CD) zoning district.

This S day of February, 2022.

NELDA G. LEE REVOCABLE
TRUST, dated March 30, 2004.

NG L

By: yeresa Lee Wedse
Title: Co-Trustee

[/ 7 \

By: William Michael Lee
Title: Co-Trustee



PROPERTY OWNER AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT

REZONING APPLICANT
- Blackburn Solar, L1LC

PROPERTY OWNER
Mary H. Roakes

In accordance with Section 44-326(7) of the Catawba County Unified Development Ordinance,
the undersigned, as the owner of the parcel of land located in Catawba County that is designated
as Tax Parcel Number 361601499954 on the Catawba County Tax Map, hereby joins in and
authorizes the attached Rezoning Application and certifies that she consents to the change n
zoning for Tax Parcel Number 361601499954 from an R-40 zoning district to an R-80 (CD)
zoning district as mote particularly depicted on the related conditional rezoning plan, and to
subsequent changes to the conditional rezoning plan as part of this Rezoning Application, except
for any change in the requested zoning designation. The undersigned does not agree or join in
any change to a zoning designation other than to the R-80 (CD) zoning district.

This 7 day of February, 2022.

)?Y\GJME 3\[. f‘?a-a/gmu_\
Mary H. Roakes

307 Bethel Drive

Salisbury, NC 28144



Blackburn Solar Project

2. SURVEY & LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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NOTES:

1. THIS SURVEY IS EXEMPT FROM THE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE OF CATAWBA COUNTY, AND
REPRESENTS A RECOMBINATION OF EXISTING PARCELS.

2. THE INTENT OF THIS SURVEY IS TO SHOW THE FOLLOWING: THAT PORTION OF THE JANE QUINN
BERRY PARCEL 4 AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 2179 AT PAGE 1253, SHOWN HEREON AS LOT 1 AND
COMPRISING 31.742 ACRES, TO BE CONVEYED TO AND RECOMBINED WITH TRACT 4 OF THE
PROPERTY OF THE NELDA G. LEE REVOCABLE TRUST AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 3149 AT PAGE
1438; ALSO, THE REMAINING PORTION OF THE JANE QUINN BERRY PARCEL 4, SHOWN HEREON AS
LOT 2 AND COMPRISING 83.188 ACRES, TO BE RECOMBINED WITH PARCELS 1 AND 3 OF SAID
PROPERTY OF JANE QUINN BERRY AS DESCRIBED IN THE AFORESAID DEED BOOK 2179 AT PAGE
1253; ALSO, THAT PORTION OF THE PROPERTY OF THE NELDA G. LEE REVOCABLE TRUST, BEING A
PORTION OF TRACT 1 AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 3149 AT PAGE 1440, SHOWN HEREON AS LOT 3
AND COMPRISING 28.354 ACRES, TO BE RETAINED BY AND RECOMBINED WITH THE AFORESAID
TRACT 4 OF THE PROPERTY OF THE NELDA G. LEE REVOCABLE TRUST AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK
3149 AT PAGE 1438; AND ALSO, THE REMAINING PORTION OF THE PROPERTY OF THE AFORESAID
TRACT 1 AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 3149 AT PAGE 1440, SHOWN HEREON AS LOT 4 AND
COMPRISING 24.795 ACRES, TO BE CONVEYED TO AND RECOMBINED WITH THE AFORESAID PARCELS
1 AND 3 OF THE PROPERTY OF JANE QUINN BERRY AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 2179 AT PAGE 1253.

= Scale: 1 in. = 200ft.

—___N.C. GRID NORT!

3. FIELD WORK FOR THIS SURVEY WAS COMPLETED ON OCTOBER 12, 2021, BY GNSS (GPS) AND
TRADITIONAL SURVEY METHODS AND ADJUSTED USING A WEIGHTED, MINIMALLY CONSTRAINED

LEAST SQUARES ADJUSTMENT.

4. TITLE INFORMATION FOR THE PROPERTY OF THE NELDA G. LEE REVOCABLE TRUST WAS PROVIDED
BY AMTRUST TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY FILE NUMBER FN-41106-NC-3, AND TITLE INFORMATION
FOR THE PROPERTY OF JANE QUINN BERRY WAS PROVIDED BY AMTRUST TITLE INSURANCE

COMPANY FILE NUMBER FN-41106-NC-2.

5. THIS SURVEY MAY BE SUBJECT TO ANY RIGHTS-OF-WAY, EASEMENTS, RESERVATIONS AND
RESTRICTIONS, WRITTEN AND UNWRITTEN, RECORDED AND UNRECORDED, THAT WERE NOT
DISCOVERED DURING THE COURSE OF THIS SURVEY.

6. THE CERTIFICATION SHOWN HEREON IS NOT A CERTIFICATION OF TITLE, ZONING OR FREEDOM
FROM ENCUMBRANCES.

7. ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION TAKEN FROM DEEDS AND PLATS OF RECORD, ALONG
WITH AVAILABLE CATAWBA COUNTY TAX RECORDS.

8. THIS SURVEY IS ORIENTED TO N.C. GRID, NAD 83 (2011), BY GLOBAL NAVIGATION SATELLITE SYSTEM
(GNSS) OBSERVATIONS AND POST-PROCESSED USING OLINE POSITIONING USER SERVICE (OPUS).
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Blackburn Solar Project

3. APPLICANT OVERVIEW

Blackburn Solar, LLC (Blackburn Solar), a wholly-owned indirect subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources,
LLC (NEER), is proposing to construct and operate the Project, a 58-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic
(PV) generating facility in unincorporated Catawba County, North Carolina. NEER is the world’s largest
generator of renewable energy from the wind and sun. Nearly all of NEER’s electricity comes from clean or
renewable resources, including wind, solar, natural gas and nuclear energy facilities that are located in 38
states and Canada. NEER'’s success reflects the solid business practices of our parent company, NextEra
Energy, Inc., (NextEra Energy) a Fortune 200 company and one of the nation’s leading clean energy
companies with approximately 62,000 megawatts (MW) in operation.

NEER has a portfolio of power-generating facilities, totaling approximately 28,000 MW of capacity in the
U.S. and Canada. This includes wind, solar, natural gas, and nuclear energy resources. NEER is primarily
a wholesale power generator, operating power plants and selling the output to utilities, retail electricity
providers, power cooperatives, municipal electric providers, and large industrial companies. Bringing
experience in renewable energy, NEER has been involved in clean energy development since the 1980s
and now has a cumulative investment of more than $62 billion in total assets. NEER has earned a reputation
for excellence and experience in developing, constructing, and operating wind and solar projects across
North America. NEER operates dozens of universal and small-scale solar projects across the U.S., with
generating capacity of approximately 4,000 MW. Renewable energy projects represent a clean, cost-
effective option to meet customers’ energy needs. NEER is building strong partnerships with companies
across North America that are buying wind- and solar-generated electricity to provide to residential and
commercial markets throughout their service areas. Many electric utilities, cooperatives and municipalities
have joined with NEER in providing this clean, renewable power to their customers. NEER promotes the
generation of clean energy through the use of clean-burning fuels or renewable resources. NEER also
incorporates environmental stewardship into the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of our
facilities.
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4. PROJECT NARRATIVE

Blackburn Solar, LLC (Blackburn Solar or the Applicant) is pleased to provide this Narrative and Concept
Plan in support of its Conditional Rezoning Application (Application) to the Catawba County Planning Board
and the Board of Commissioners in support of the proposed Blackburn Solar Project (Project). The
proposed Project is a 58 megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) facility. This request is made in accordance
with Sections 44-328 "Conditional zoning district” and 44-633 “Solar farm (utility-scale solar application)” of
the Catawba County Unified Development Ordinances (UDO).

Blackburn Solar is proposing to rezone approximately 635 acres (Project Area) across four adjacent, mostly
vacant and undeveloped parcels (see Table 1). The parcels total approximately 753 acres and are located
approximately five miles west of the Town of Maiden at the southeastern corner of the intersection of
Blackburn Bridge Road and Hickory-Lincolnton Highway. The Project area is located in the Southern
Piedmont physiographic region within the Town of Startown-South Fork Catawba River watershed
(Watershed Unit: 030501020403). Blackburn Solar has entered into a mixture of options to lease and
options to purchase with the existing landowners of the four parcels that will make up the Project Area. At
the completion of construction, Blackburn Solar will be the operator. The Project is located in a rural
community characterized by agricultural land use. Surrounding properties are developed with low-density
single-family residences, or consist of forested, agricultural, or undeveloped land.

Table 1: Parcel Numbers and Owner Contact Information

Parcel ID Number Owner’s Name, Address, and Total Parcel Size Land Agreement
Phone Number (Acres) by Parcel
Jane Quinn Berry 306.7 Purchase
8460 Serenity Trall, Agreement
361704739646 Ooltewah, TN 37363
Lee Nelda G Revocable Trust 211.4 Purchase
361704615203 2121 Buffalo Shoals Rd Agreement
Catawba, NC 28609-8031
Mary H. Roakes 114.2 Lease Agreement
307 Bethel Dr
361601499954 Salisbury, NC 28144-2807
Lucas F Richard 120.6 Lease Agreement
2952 Lou Hoyle Ln
361602782925 Newton, NC 28658-8837

Source: Catawba County GIS. Real Estate Reports 2022. Online: Catawba County GIS Real Estate Reports
(catawbacountync.gov). Accessed February 4, 2022

The Project would deliver up to 58 MW of power to the Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (DEC) owned electrical
grid, delivered through a new approximately 1.5-mile 100-kV transmission line, which will exit the eastern
boundary of the Project Area and connect to a switchyard that would be accessed from Startown Road.
The switchyard would be constructed at the interconnection point, and owned by DEC.

4.1 Solar Facility Description

Solar electric generation facilities consist primarily of three main systems: photovoltaic (PV) modules
(panels) that convert sunlight into electricity (attached to support structures), an electrical collection system,
and electrical interconnection equipment. The Project will convert the sun’s energy into direct current (DC)
electrical energy within PV modules, which will be mounted on structures and grouped as blocks. Each
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block of PV modules is configured into arrays with a power conversion unit (PCU) that includes inverters
and transformers to convert the DC electricity into alternating current (AC) electricity, with an output up to
3.55 MW AC for each block. The PCU also increases the voltage of the electricity for collection of the energy
output across each block for delivery to the onsite collection substation. The PV panels would be a M10
monocrystalline silicon wafer, based product with an anti-reflective coating that are rectangular in shape,
and black/dark grey in color. The majority of the panels will be single-axis tracking panels and mounted
onto structures that would “track” or follow the sun as it moves in the sky throughout the day to allow for the
most efficient energy production that will align with the power purchase demand profile. The axis of rotation
would be generally oriented north-south and the modules would face east in the morning and west in the
evening. A smaller area of fixed tilt panels will be located in the southern portion of the proposed Project.

The panels and tracking systems would be supported by steel posts spaced approximately ten to twenty
feet apart. The Project is expected to utilize pile driven posts inserted into the ground to an approximate
depth of six to ten feet below grade; however, depth may vary throughout the Project Area based on soil
conditions, local topography, and further geotechnical analysis. Once mounted on a structure, at certain
times of the day, the bottom of each solar module would be at between one and two feet above grade,
while the top would be at approximately eight to ten feet above grade depending on the variation in terrain.
The ancillary equipment would include transformers, circuit breakers, junction boxes, connection cabling,
and other electrical equipment, and Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) plant controllers.

Solar electricity generation equipment will not be located outside of the Project Area, which is shown on the
attached Concept Plan (Section 7 of this Application), with the exception of electrical interconnection
equipment. Perimeter security fencing and a driveway will be located within the Project Area. The Project
will include the installation of an at least 8-foot high security fence consistent with Section 44-633 (k) of the
UDO and safety best practices, which will consist of an 8-foot-high chain link fence around the solar array
equipment and onsite Project substation. Access is anticipated to be off Hickory Lincolnton Highway to the
west of the Project Area in two locations as identified on the Concept Plan. The Project does not anticipate
utilizing lighting and exterior signs, other than warning signs on electrical equipment, warning signs along
any fenceline along paths where foot traffic is anticipated, and a warning sign concerning voltage at the
main gate with the name and local phone number for the operator in case of emergency, consistent with
Section 44-633 (i) of the UDO. The main gate is located behind the vegetative buffers. Permanent signs
would be limited to a small placard (approximately 18 inches by 24 inches) with appropriate warnings to
deter access and notify of high-voltage equipment. Typical sign designs are provided in Appendix E.

The height of solar panels and inverters will be approximately eight to ten feet above grade depending on
the variation in terrain. The substation design is currently being completed. Substation masts and wooden
transmission poles are anticipated to be approximately 30-40 feet tall, but most substation equipment will
be shorter, with transformers anticipated to be approximately 15 feet tall. The substation equipment would
be surrounded by an 8-foot-tall fence (7 feet of chain link topped with 1-foot of barbed wire) with high voltage
warning signs.

Once construction is completed, the Project will not produce vibration, dust, debris, glare, or excessive
traffic (except for periodic light-duty vehicles used for on-going facility maintenance) and will not present a
safety or use hazard to the surrounding properties. Blackburn Solar will maintain the site regularly to clear
any litter or debris, and maintain the vegetative buffer for the life of the Project.

Views of the Project will be mitigated by the orientation of the Project within the surrounding existing
vegetation, the low profile of the solar panels, enhanced planted vegetative buffers, the placement of
planted vegetation where gaps in existing vegetation currently exist, and enhanced setbacks from property
lines. The Project’s enhanced setbacks from property lines are 120-foot front setbacks and 100-foot side
and rear setbacks, which is an increase of 20-feet and 50-feet, respectively. The Project substation would
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be located 0.5 mile east of Hickory-Lincolnton Highway at approximately 40-50 feet lower in elevation than
the roadway, and would be obscured from most road-based views by topography and vegetation.

The Project proposes to use professionally-designed vegetative buffers incorporating plants of various size
and densities at the perimeter of the Project for screening and enhancement of wildlife use. The enhanced
setbacks and buffers will assist the Project in blending into and keeping with the rural and low-density nature
of the surrounding area. The vegetative buffers have been specifically designed to exceed the UDO’s
requirements, and will incorporate pollinator-friendly plant species identified in the North Carolina Technical
Guidance for Native Plantings on Solar Sites.! Wider vegetative buffers within the extended setbacks will
provide corridors for wildlife movement, and habitat for nesting birds and pollinator species. Buffer designs
are shown in the Concept Plan (see Section 7 of this Application), and are described below:

m  The Type 1 Buffer located at the northwest and southwest perimeter, is 30 feet in width and includes
6 evergreen trees, 1 canopy tree, and 12 evergreen shrubs per 100 feet of length.

m  The Type 2A Buffer located at the northern perimeter, is 30 feet in width and includes 1 canopy tree, 2
understory trees, 8 evergreen trees, 12 shrubs and 18 native grasses per 100 feet of length

m  The Type 2B Buffer (Wildlife Corridor) at the northern perimeter, is 40 feet in width and includes 1
canopy tree, 3 understory trees, 8 evergreen trees, 12 shrubs and 28 native grasses per 100 feet of
length.

m  The Type 3 Buffer located at the western perimeter, will have a minimum width of 25 feet, and include
14 evergreen trees in addition to existing mature vegetation, per 100 feet of length.

Minimal site grading and clearing activities are anticipated due to the open existing site conditions and the
ability of the module racking structures to conform with the existing topography. Trees at the perimeter of
the Project Area will be maintained, to the extent practicable, to provide visual screening from nearby
properties and public rights-of-way, as described above.

The clearing activities within the Project Area will involve removal of select trees necessary for solar array
installation and the prevention of shading of the modules. Areas disturbed by grading will be seeded with
ground cover designed to quickly stabilize soils. Blackburn Solar will observe buffers of a minimum 30 feet
for onsite streams in compliance with state stormwater regulations and minimum 100-foot buffer from the
adjacent South Fork Catawba River, and there will be no tree clearing within these buffers or impacts to
floodplain.

Construction activities for the Project are planned to begin in summer 2022 and are anticipated to be
completed within 12 months. Construction activities would consist of the following:

m  Best management practices (BMPs) implementation for erosion and sediment control and site
clearing.

m  Site preparation as needed, including limited grading, tree trimming/clearing, and fencing and access
roadway installation.

- Foundation and solar module support racking installation.
- PV module and inverter skid installation.
- Electrical collection system installation.

- Testing and commissioning.

1 North Carolina Pollinator Conservation Alliance. North Carolina Technical Guidance for Native Plantings on Solar Sites. October
2018. Online: Service and partners see opportunities for declining pollinators on solar farms | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (fws.gov).
Accessed February 4, 2022.
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Site design, preparation and construction will be conducted in accordance with local requirements and
regulations for erosion and sediment control and land disturbance and state requirements pertaining to
stormwater runoff and stormwater controls. Thus, the Project is not anticipated to adversely impact the
surrounding area.

It is anticipated that construction would occur over a 12-month period. Additional phases of the proposed
Project are not planned at this time. The Project is planned to be unmanned at operation and is designed
to be operated remotely with routine visits for maintenance activities. Operation of the Project will be
monitored online 24 hours/day and emergency and normal shutdown procedures can be implemented
remotely.

4.2 Proposed Land Dedication

Blackburn Solar has coordinated with the Catawba Lands Conservancy since 2018 to outline a potential
land dedication to support conservation and expansion of the Carolina Thread Trail. A letter from the
Catawba Lands Conservancy describing their vision for the land dedication is provided in Appendix A. The
eastern boundary of the Project Area borders the Catawba Lands Conservancy Viles Preserve along the
South Fork of the Catawba River for approximately 1.5 miles. If the Project is approved, Blackburn Solar
intends to dedicate an approximately 125-acre area of land currently under a purchase option to the
Catawba Lands Conservancy as a conservation easement, as shown on the Concept Plan in Section 7,
subject to final Project design and approval. The potential development and development activities of the
areas within the Concept Plan designated as “Proposed Catawba Lands Conservancy Dedication” are
outside of the scope of this Application. However, Blackburn Solar has been working with the Catawba
Lands Conservancy and the Carolina Thread Trail to identify easement corridors on the land dedication on
which a trail may be developed for public use.

The proposed 125-acre land dedication is shown on the Concept Plan in Section 7 and includes space for
the Catawba Lands Conservancy and Carolina Thread Trail to design a potential parking area/trailhead at
the northwest corner of the Project Area, a corridor through the Project Site and along the northern
boundary, and a larger section of land for conservation along the western banks of the South Fork of the
Catawba River in both upland and floodplain habitats. Blackburn Solar continues to coordinate with the
Catawba Lands Conservancy and the Carolina Thread Trail as partners in Project design, working in good
faith towards a land dedication that will function safely and effectively for the goals of all parties.

4.3 Stakeholder Engagement

Blackburn Solar hosted “office hour” sessions for landowners and adjacent landowners on Wednesday
January 27, 2021 (12PM - 6PM) and Thursday January 28, 2021 (9AM - 5PM) at the Warehouse 18 Venues
in Hickory, NC. All adjacent landowners were notified and provided an opportunity to meet with Project staff
to learn about the proposed Project, ask questions, and provide feedback in an individual, socially distanced
setting due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Blackburn Solar incorporated feedback from adjacent landowners
by adding enhanced vegetative buffers, which serve as both a visual screen and a “wildlife corridor” along
the northern boundary, which will provide a more protected pathway for wildlife to move to the habitats
along the South Fork of the Catawba River, and enhanced habitat for pollinator species. Additionally,
Blackburn Solar plans to conduct at least one additional open house or community meeting in advance of
the Planning Board hearing.
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5. CONSISTENCY WITH SECTION 44- 328 OF THE UDO (CONDITIONAL
ZONING DISTRICT)

This section, in addition to the Project Narrative in Section 4 above, shall serve as the Applicant’s detailed
statement of “all other circumstances, factors, and reasons, in support of the proposed re-zoning request”
consistent with Section 44-328 (Conditional zoning district) of the Catawba County UDO. Blackburn Solar
submits the attached Concept Plan (See Section 7 of this Application), meeting the listed requirements for
an application for Conditional Rezoning (Section 44-328(d)) and the below discussion of the
reasonableness of the proposed rezoning, addressing factors listed in Section 44-328(f) that the Planning
Board and Board of Commissioners may consider in evaluating the proposed Project.

51 Consistency with Catawba County Adopted Area Plans

In accordance with Section 44-328(1) of the UDO, Blackburn Solar has reviewed the County’s adopted
Startown Small Area Plan and other applicable plans, and believes that the Project’s rezoning is compatible
and consistent with the stated goals and objectives in such plans.

51.1 Startown Small Area Plan

The Project Area is located entirely within the Startown Small Area Plan (SAP) planning area, and is
currently identified as Open Space in Map 3.2 The proposed Project is consistent with the SAP, in particular
the Land Use Plan Recommendations, Community Facilities and Public Services Recommendations, and
Natural and Cultural Resources Plan Recommendations.

The Project Area’s current R-40 zoning classification allows for higher density development; however,
according to the Future Land Use Recommendation and Residential Densities Map (Map 5), the SAP
recommends “Maximum Low Density Residential (1 House per 2 acres)” development for the Project Area
consistent with both the proposed R-80 zoning classification and proposed use as a solar farm. Rezoning
the Project Area from R-40 to R-80 (CD) will make the Project Area consistent with the SAP. The proposed
rezoning is consistent with the SAP’s current land use as “open space” and the proposed solar Project
would preserve agricultural land from conversion to higher density uses (i.e., residential and/or commercial
development) for the life of the Project, and possibly after depending on landowner preferences. While the
Project is in operation, any farming related activities are ceased allowing the land under the solar panels to
remain fallow. The land could be returned to agricultural use after decommissioning, depending on the
preferences of the landowners.

The proposed Project is consistent with the Economic Development Guiding Principles’ call for facilitation
of new, community-focused economic development in the Startown area. The land dedicated to the
Catawba Lands Conservancy would be intended to be utilized as open space in perpetuity. Community
Facilities and Public Services Plan Recommendations include a goal to work with landowners and local
conservancies to establish passive recreation uses on the South Fork River, which is consistent with the
vision for the land dedication and a Carolina Thread Trail extension within the dedicated land easements.

The proposed Project was carefully sited to minimize impact to natural and cultural resources, and is
consistent with the guiding principles and recommendations of the Natural and Cultural Resources section
of the SAP. Specifically, Blackburn Solar has conducted or is in the process of conducting the following
environmental due diligence:

2 Catawba County. Startown Small Area Plan. 2005. Online: DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE (catawbacountync.gov). Accessed
February 4, 2022.
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®  Wetlands and Water Resources - Conducted a formal wetland delineation within the proposed area
of disturbance to identify waters and wetlands under federal or state jurisdiction, and is currently in the
process of obtaining an Approved Jurisdictional Delineation from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). The Applicant has also submitted a Nationwide Permit (NWP) 14 Joint Application under
Sections 404/401 of the Clean Water Act to the USACE and North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality (NC DEQ) for limited impacts to jurisdictional wetlands and waters along access
roads, associated with culvert installation. As shown on the Concept Plan, all solar panels, inverters,
access roads, and fencing will be installed outside of regulated floodplains.

m  Federally Protected Species - Blackburn Solar conducted informal consultation with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on April 5, 2021 to discuss Project details related to federally protected
species, including threatened or endangered species, bald and golden eagles, and migratory birds.
USFWS concurred with “no effect” findings for federally protected plants; and stated that incidental
take of northern long-eared bats is exempt under the 4(d) rule. The USACE will also consult with the
USFWS through the NWP 14 process, fulfilling requirements under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act.

m  Cultural Resources - Blackburn Solar submitted a desktop cultural resources study to the North
Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (NCHPO) requesting review of potential impacts to cultural
resources. The NCHPO responded on June 18, 2021 with the following statement: “We have
conducted a review of the project and are aware of no historic resources which would be affected by
the project. Therefore, we have no comment on the project as proposed.” This letter is included in
Appendix B.

m  NC DEQ Scoping Meeting - At Blackburn Solar’s request, the NC DEQ hosted a scoping meeting
about the proposed Project on November 13, 2020. Blackburn Solar requested the voluntary meeting
to introduce the Project to North Carolina state agency staff, and to discuss permitting and regulatory
requirements. Representatives from the following agencies attended the scoping meeting; NC DEQ
Energy, Mineral and Land Resources Division, NC DEQ Waste Management Division, NC DEQ
Hazardous Waste Section; NC DEQ Water Resources Public Water Supply Section, NC DEQ Division
of Waste Management, and the NC Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC). A representative from the
NC DEQ Water Quality Regional Operations Section was not able to attend, but reviewed the pre-
meeting package and provided initial information about wetlands/waters permitting and well
abandonment. The Project has incorporated agency feedback from this meeting into its design in the
following manner:

- Incorporating a minimum 100-foot setback on the South Fork of the Catawba River, and a
minimum 30-foot setback around all jurisdictional wetlands and waters (setbacks from fences
and equipment exceed this minimum wherever practicable);

- Committing to use of biological monitors and conducting biological clearance surveys prior to
tree clearing if those activities occur during bat roosting/nursery timeframes;

- As recommended by the WRC, Blackburn Solar coordinated with Mr. Bryan Tomkins of the
USFWS to understand pollinator habitat recommendations. Mr. Tomkins provided Blackburn
Solar with the North Carolina Technical Guidance for Native Plantings on Solar Sites report,
which was used to identify pollinator-friendly plants to use in the wildlife corridor buffer along the
northern boundary of the Project site;

- Asrecommended by the WRC, Blackburn Solar is avoiding impacts to wetlands and waters
wherever feasible. Impacts to wetlands and waters would be limited to three locations where
culverts are required for access roads. Blackburn Solar has designed these crossings to limit
impacts to the minimum extent practicable, and has submitted NWP 14 Joint Application under
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Sections 404/401 of the Clean Water Act to the USACE and NC DEQ for approval of these
limited impacts; and

- Fencing will be limited to enclosing the solar array equipment and the Project substation, as
identified in the Concept Plan. Corridors through the solar areas, particularly along streams and
wetlands, will serve as wildlife corridors allowing passage through the Project to and from
conservation land along the South Fork of the Catawba River.

m  CPCN and State Environmental Clearinghouse Review - Blackburn Solar submitted an Application
for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) pursuant to Rule R8-64 to the North
Carolina Utilities Commission (NCUC) on November 28, 2021. After a CPCN is submitted to the NCUC,
the application is forwarded to the State Environmental Clearinghouse for Review. The North Carolina
Department of Administration administers the State Environmental Review Clearinghouse process.
Through this process, other North Carolina state agencies are invited to comment on the proposed
project, including the WRC, the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and others.

m  Stormwater and Erosion/Sedimentation Control - By nature, solar facilities are able to conform to
existing terrain and the system installation consists of driving steel support posts into the ground
surface, which requires minimal grading and does not require extensive excavations. The proposed
Project complies with NC DEQ’s requirements to incorporate 30-foot vegetated buffers adjacent to
perennial waterbodies, streams, and intermittent streams; and Blackburn Solar is in the process of
developing an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan and will apply for and comply with the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination system (NPDES) NCG010000 General Permit from the NC DEQ and
Catawba County prior to ground disturbance.

The proposed Project was designed to minimize visual impacts from surrounding roads and residences as
much as possible given topographic limitations, including from Hickory-Lincolnton Highway which is
identified as a proposed scenic byway in Map 6A in the SAP. According to the North Carolina Department
of Transportation, this section of road is not currently considered a North Carolina Byway.® Views of the
proposed Project would be limited from surrounding roadways due to a combination of low-profile panels,
topographic screening, existing vegetative screening, and the enhanced vegetative buffers designed to
exceed UDO standards, which are illustrated on the Concept Plan (Section 7 of this Application). Solar
farms are an increasingly common observance from rural roads in North Carolina, and where visible, the
proposed Project will not detract from the rural character of the overall area.

Additionally, the Project aligns with the Startown Small Area Plan as it will not impact or require
community facilities or services including roads and transportation, water, sewer, fire, emergency medical
services, or schools. During operation there will not be a noticeable long-term increase in traffic or change
in traffic patterns. The Project will also include the significant contribution to the County’s tax base while
also providing a local, clean source of renewable energy.

5.1.2 Catawba County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan 2007-2017

The proposed Project — particularly the dedication of land to the Catawba Lands Conservancy to support
development of an extension of the Carolina Thread Trail (see Appendix A) — supports the following
recommendation for the Startown SAP in the Catawba County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan 2007-
2017: “Preserve green space specifically for passive recreational uses, including hiking trails...etc.”4

3 North Carolina Department of Transportation. Interactive North Carolina Byway Map. Online: NCDOT: North Carolina Byways.
Accessed February 4, 2022.

4 catawba County, North Carolina. Comprehensive Parks Master Plan 2007 - 2017. Online: park _master plan for website.pdf
(catawbacountync.gov). Accessed February 4, 2022.
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According to this plan, “the community survey ranked greenway and walking facilities of the highest
importance in regards to facilities that could be developed in the County” (page VI-24 to 25).

5.1.3 Catawba County Farm & Food Sustainability Plan.

One of the guiding principles of this plan is to “Create a business-friendly environment for agriculture by
adopting local policies/regulations that support farms and farm-related business while playing an advocacy
role and the State and National level.” Strategy #2 includes an action item to implement this guiding
principle, and recommend amendments to the UDO that support agriculture and farm-related businesses,
specifically citing solar farms. The proposed Project is consistent with this plan’s vision of solar facilities as
an agriculture and farm-related business. The proposed Project would be sited on open agricultural fields,
which could return to agriculture after the decommissioning if that is the landowner’s preference.®

5.1.4 321 Eco-Tech Development Plan

The proposed Project would be located within the 321 Eco-Tech Development Plan Area, which is bounded
on the west by Hickory-Lincolnton Highway.® The proposed Project is located outside of existing/proposed
Economic Development Opportunity Sites identified in the plan and would not impact those opportunities.
The rezoning request is consistent with the 321 Eco-Tech Development Plan (321 Plan) for the reasons
stated above in the Startown Small Area Plan. A primary focus in the 321 Plan is the “identification of
potential green economic and educational opportunities.” In this regard, the rezoning is consistent with the
321 Plan because the Project will be a green economic contributor via an increase in the property taxes it
will contribute over its life (as compared to the current agricultural taxation) without being a strain on existing
public resources (such as fire response, emergency services) and infrastructure. The Project also has
potential for green education opportunities, considering the proposed land dedication to the Catawba Lands
Conservancy and potential development of a future trail system associated with the Carolina Thread Tralil.
In fact, Map 8 (Transportation/Multi-Modal Recommendations) identifies the eastern boundary of the
proposed Project Area—adjacent to the Viles Preserve and the area proposed to be dedicated to the
Catawba Lands Conservancy — as a Carolina Thread Trail - Greenway System feature.

5.1.5 Carolina Thread Trail

The eastern boundary of the Project borders the Catawba Lands Conservancy Viles Preserve along the
South Fork River for approximately 1.5 miles. The rezoning is consistent with the Carolina Thread Trail
Plan,” because the Primary Route for the Carolina Thread Trail identified in the plan follows the eastern
boundary of the Project Site along the South Fork of the Catawba River. Blackburn Solar’s proposed 125-
acre land dedication to the Catawba Lands Conservancy would enable development of that trail on parcels
owned by Blackburn Solar west of the river. Blackburn Solar, the Catawba Lands Conservancy, and the
Carolina Thread Trail are in continuing, active discussions to create a unique and mutual “green” destination
where renewable, “green” energy meets the surrounding natural “green” features, and through which the
Carolina Thread Trail is expected to wind.

5 catawba County Farm and Food Sustainability Plan. Catawba County. April 2013. Online: adopted plan.pdf
(catawbacountync.gov). Accessed February 4, 2022.

6 catawba County. 321 Eco-Tech Development Plan: “A Corridor Leading to Progress.” July 11, 2011. Online:
adopted 321 plan.pdf (catawbacountync.gov). Accessed February 4, 2022.

7 catawba County. Carolina Thread Trail Master Plan for Catawba County Communities. December 2010. Online: final plan.pdf
(catawbacountync.gov) Accessed February 4, 2022.
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5.2 Statement of Reasonableness of Request

Blackburn Solar requests the rezoning of approximately 635 acres (Project Area) from R-40 to R-80 (CD)
to allow for the construction and operation of a Utility-Scale Solar Farm. All of the parcels that make up the
Project Area are zoned Residential (R-40), which is a general, residential zoning district that does not allow
Utility-Scale Solar Farms. In order to develop the Project, Blackburn Solar requests the rezoning of the
Project Area to R-80 (CD), a conditional zoning district that allows Utility-Scale Solar Farms subject to
certain conditions set forth in the UDO.

The Project Area proposed for rezoning meets the minimum size requirements for R-80 zoning and the
location of the Project is conducive to development of a Utility-Scale Solar Farm as a large area of
contiguous, open, and undeveloped land with connectivity to existing transmission infrastructure.

The land uses that surround the Project Area consist of agricultural and farming, rural residential, open
space, and other low density uses. Rezoning the Project Area to allow for a solar farm use is reasonable
and consistent with the surrounding land uses because a solar farm is not considered high density, is a
temporary use, and does not have the negative impacts associated with other more intense and dense
uses. The proposed rezoning is also reasonable because the zoning districts that surround the Project Area
are all R-40, which is very similar to and consistent with the R-80 zoning district. The R-80 zoning district
allows for less density than the R-40 zoning district and is only one level above, in terms of density and
intensity, the current R-40 zoning district (out of the eight total residential zoning districts). Therefore, “spot
zoning” is not a concern with this rezoning request.

The Project will have minimal impacts on adjacent and adjoining property owners: The Project is generously
set back from property lines and sufficiently screened and buffered from adjacent homes and residential
uses. Additionally, as stated above the Project will observe enhanced front, rear and side setbacks which
meet and exceed the County’s minimum requirements. Once construction is completed, the Project will not
produce additional traffic and will not require road or infrastructure upgrades. The Project will be quiet, low
intensity, and even less impactful than many other low-density residential land uses. Additionally, the
Project will aid in the preservation of the low-density character of the area as its presence will prevent future
large-scale residential or commercial development adjacent to existing rural residences and open space.

The Project does not require water, sewer, trash collection, or transit stops. The Project does not propose
to use existing County services and will therefore not place a burden on existing services infrastructure
such as adding stress on roads and bridges, or additional students to the schools in the area. As stated
above in Section 5.3 below, the community benefits of solar energy are numerous and include a reduction
in greenhouse gasses and air pollution attributable to traditional energy generation activities, diversification
of energy mix, and increases in regional energy reliability. In addition, the development of the Project will
include dedication of land area for conservation and development of a wildlife corridor. At the end of the
Project life, supported by a Decommissioning Plan and bond (Appendix C), the Project will be removed
and Project Area returned to open space per the Plan.

Finally, the Project rezoning is undertaken in the public interest. The Project’s development will support the
goals of North Carolina’s “Energy Solutions for North Carolina” legislation by creating clean solar energy
generation and assisting in the reduction of air pollution and emissions. The Project’'s rezoning also
supports the local objectives included in the SAP and other local plans as discussed in detail above. In
summary, the Project rezoning is appropriately sized, appropriately sited, will have minimal impact on
adjacent uses, and a positive impact on the community at large.
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5.3

Public Benefits of the Blackburn Solar Project

The Project has been developed to exceed standards for utility-scale solar facilities set by Catawba County
and bring unique benefits to the community, consistent with Catawba County’s vision for the surrounding
area. These benefits include:

6.

Generation of clean, renewable energy without using water, creating emissions, or producing
excessive waste products;

Placing little to no demand on municipal or County infrastructure and services including roads, water,
sewer, fire, emergency medical services or schools;

Creating jobs during construction of the Project with indirect economic benefits in the form of local
contracting opportunities, equipment sales and rentals, material purchases, and spending on hotels,
restaurants, and other local goods and services;

Bringing economic benefits with a low-profile, quiet development consistent with the rural character of
the area;

Allowing land to be returned to previous open space or agricultural use at end of the Project’s life, in
accordance with the landowner’s preferences;

Dedicating approximately 125-acres to the Catawba Lands Conservancy, adjacent to the Viles
Preserve, adding important conservation lands to the western shores of the South Fork of the
Catawba River;

Potentially extending of the Carolina Thread Trail through the land dedication area, creating a unique
opportunity for the public to experience a solar/renewable energy landscape, and the natural habitats
adjacent to the South Fork of the Catawba River; and

Enhanced vegetative buffers, designed to exceed Catawba County’s base requirements. Wider buffers
within extended setbacks will provide corridors for wildlife movement, and habitat for nesting birds and
pollinator species. Vegetation for the buffers will include pollinator-friendly hedgerow screening species
identified in the North Carolina Technical Guidance for Native Plantings on Solar Sites (North Carolina
Pollinator Conservation Alliance, October 2018). Fencing is limited to around solar arrays and onsite
substation to allow for wildlife movement to and from conservation lands along the South Fork of the
Catawba River.

CONSISTENCY WITH SECTION 44-633 OF THE UDO (SOLAR FARM
UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR APPLICATION)

Consistent with Section 44-633 of the Catawba County UDO, Blackburn Solar submits this Application
and Concept Plan detailing its compliance with the performance standards for “Solar farm- utility-scale
solar application(s).”

Table 2: Consistency with Section 44-633 of the UDO

Code Requirement Consistency Description
Reference
44-633 (a) All structures and security fencing must meet a All Project structures and security fencing will
100-foot front setback measured from the edge meet or exceed the required 100-foot front
setback measured from the edge of the rights-
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of the rights-of-way and 50-foot side and rear
setbacks.

of-way and 50-foot side and rear setbacks. The
Project will observe 120-foot front setbacks and
100-foot side and rear setbacks, a 20-foot and
50-foot increase, respectively. A 100-foot
setback has been applied to the South Fork of
the Catawba River.

44-633(b) A landscape buffer/screen along all exterior The proposed Project was designed to exceed
sides of the security fence must consist of: these minimum requirements. As shown on
(1) On-site mature vegetation exists at a the C.:on(.:ept Plan (Section 7) four buffer types
minimum height of ten feet and depth of 75 feet ranging |n.depths from a minimum of 25-feet

. . to 40-feet include dense arrangements of
between the security fence and adjacent
. N evergreen trees and shrubs, understory trees,

property including rights-of-way; or )
and shrubs as well as an assortment of native

(2) A single row of evergreens in combination grasses. All planted buffers, absent mature

with mature vegetation, installed at a height of existing vegetation would be installed at a

five feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of five feet achieving opaqueness and a

height of ten feet in five years; or minimum height of ten feet in five years.

(3) A double row of off-set evergreens absent Some areas have a modified setback based

mature vegetation, installed at a height of five on Project design, these areas are located

feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum near the south-central perimeter and north-

height of ten feet in five years; or west perimeter of the Project Area and while

(4) A berm combined with evergreen vegetation they are reduced,.each area will still exceed

installed at a height of five feet achieving the County's requwe.ment of 50-feet by 25-feet

opagueness and a minimum height of ten feet in and 15- feet respectively.

five years. These expanded buffers are designed to
enhance visual screening of the project, and to
provide wildlife corridors along the portions of
the northern Project perimeter. Vegetation for
the buffers will include pollinator-friendly
species identified in the North Carolina
Technical Guidance for Native Plantings on
Solar Sites.

44-633(c) Where visibility of the solar farm is increased due | The landscape buffer/screen has been

to topography, the landscape buffer/screen must
be planted on-site in an area that lessens the
view of the solar farm. Where visibility of the
solar farm is decreased due to topography, the
landscape buffer/screen may be reduced. Both
shall be determined by the planning director.

designed to exceed the UDO standards and
lessen the visibility of the solar farm to the
greatest extent practicable
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44-633(d) All solar panels must be constructed to minimize | All Project solar panels are sited, designed
glare or reflection onto adjacent properties and and will be constructed to minimize glare or
adjacent roadways and must not interfere with reflection onto adjacent properties and
traffic or create a safety hazard. adjacent roadways and will not interfere with

traffic or create a safety hazard. Vegetative
buffers are proposed to screen the PV facility
from adjacent properties and roadways. If PV
panels are obscured from view by the
vegetative buffer, glare would not be
observed. PV panels are designed to absorb
rather than reflect sunlight, and would have an
anti-reflective coating to minimize any glare.

44-633(e) The applicant must secure all necessary Blackburn Solar will secure all necessary
approvals and/or permits from NCDOT for the approvals and/or permits from the North
access points for project entrances prior to Carolina Department of Transportation for the
issuance of a zoning authorization permit. access points for Project entrances prior to

issuance of a Zoning Authorization Permit.

44-633(f) All construction parking must be located outside All construction parking will be located outside
of the rights-of-way. of County rights-of-way.

44-633(qg) Erosion control measures must be installed at Erosion control measures will be installed at
construction entrances in order to minimize off- construction entrances/exits in order to
site soil damage. Existing grass must be minimize off-site soil damage. Existing grass
maintained in perpetuity sufficient to prevent must be maintained in perpetuity sufficient to
erosion. prevent erosion. Blackburn Solar is in the

process of developing an Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan and will apply for and
receive a National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination system (NPDES) NCG010000
General Permit from the NC DEQ and
Catawba County prior to ground disturbance.

44-633(h) The applicant must provide written authorization Blackburn Solar has included written
from the local utility company acknowledging and | authorization from the local utility company,
approving connection to the utility company's DEC, acknowledging and approving
grid. connection to the utility company's grid. See

Appendix D.
44-633(i) A warning sign concerning voltage must be Blackburn Solar will comply with these

placed at the main gate to include the name of
the solar farm operator and a local phone
number for the solar farm operator in case of an
emergency.

requirements and install such signs as
necessary. This detail will be included in the
Detailed Site Plan included in the required
Zoning Authorization Permit application,
should this application for Rezoning be
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approved. Typical sign designs are provided in
Appendix E.

44-633(j) Power transmission lines must be located All Project related power transmission lines

underground to the extent practical. will be located underground, to the extent
practical. The collection system will be located
entirely underground. In addition, Blackburn
Solar has committed to boring a section of the
proposed 100-kV gen-tie transmission line
under the South Fork of the Catawba River to
avoid surface impacts.

44-633(K) A security fence equipped with a gate and a Blackburn Solar will comply with these
locking mechanism must be installed at a requirements. An 8-foot-high security fence
minimum height of eight feet along all exterior equipped with a gate and a locking
sides of the solar farm. Landscape mechanism will be installed along all exterior
buffer/screens, ground cover, security fences, sides of the solar farm. The security fence will
gates, and warning signs must be maintained in consist of an 8-foot chain link fence.
good condition until the solar farm is dismantled
and removed from the site.

44-633(1) The zoning authorization permit is subject to In the event of a sale or transfer of ownership,
revocation if the planning department is not Blackburn Solar will notify the Catawba
notified when the solar farm company holding County Planning department. Blackburn Solar
the permit sells or otherwise transfers its interest | does not currently have plans to sell the
to another entity or individual. Project, and will be purchasing a portion of the

land upon project approval.

44-633(m) Removal of solar farm equipment and site Landscape buffer/screens, ground cover,

restoration:

(1) The application must include
decommissioning plans that describe the
anticipated life of the solar farm, the estimated
decommissioning costs in current dollars, the
method for ensuring that funds will be available
for decommissioning and restoration, and the
anticipated manner in which the solar farm
project will be decommissioned and the site
restored.

(2) Following a continuous six-month period in
which no electricity is generated, the permit
holder will have six months to complete
decommissioning of the solar farm.
Decommissioning includes removal of solar
panels, buildings, cabling, electrical components,
and any other associated facilities below grade
as described in the approved decommissioning
plan.

security fences, gates, and warning signs will
be maintained in good condition until the solar
farm is dismantled and removed from the
Project Area.

The removal of solar farm equipment and
Project Area restoration will be completed in
accordance with the Project Decommissioning
Plan, located in Appendix C. Requirements
specified in Section 44-633(m) of the UDO
have been incorporated into the
Decommissioning Plan.
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(3) Prior to the issuance of a zoning compliance
certificate, the applicant must provide the county
with a performance guarantee as provided in
subsection (5) below. For the first ten years of
the solar facility's life, the amount of the
guarantee shall be 1.25 times the estimated
decommissioning cost minus 50 percent the
salvageable value, or $75,000.00, whichever is
greater. Estimates for decommissioning the site
and salvage value shall be determined by a
North Carolina licensed engineer or a licensed
contractor. It is the responsibility of the applicant
to provide the county with the certified cost
estimate.

(4) An updated decommissioning plan providing
decommissioning costs and salvageable values
is required at the ten-year mark and every five
years thereafter. A new performance guarantee
in the amount of 1.25 times the updated
decommissioning cost minus 50 percent of the
salvageable value, or $75,000.00, whichever is
greater is required.

(5) The following types of performance
guarantees are permitted:

a. A surety or performance bond that renews
automatically, includes a minimum 60-day
notice to the county prior to cancellation, is
approved by the planning director, and is from
a company on the U.S. Department of
Treasury's listing of certified companies. A
bond certificate must be submitted to the
planning department each year verifying the
bond has been properly renewed.

b. A certified check deposited with the county
finance director, as escrow agent, who will
deposit the check in an interest-bearing
account of the county, with all interest accruing
to the applicant. Funds deposited with the
county finance director will be returned when
the solar farm is decommissioned, and any
necessary site restoration is completed.

c. A no-contest irrevocable bank letter of credit
from a banking corporation licensed to do
business in the state. The terms of the letter
must include the absolute right of the county
finance director to withdraw funds from the
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bank upon certification by the county manager
that the terms and conditions of the
performance guarantee have been breached.
The letter of credit must be valid up to 12
months from the date the performance
guarantee was approved.

(6) The full amount of the bond, certified check,
or letter of credit must remain in full force and
effect until the solar farm is decommissioned and
any necessary site restoration is completed.

(7) The landowner or tenant must notify the
county when the site is abandoned.

18



Blackburn Solar Project

7.

CONCEPT PLAN
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EMERGENCY PERSONNEL TO HAVE ON FILE.
a) THE APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE DECOMMISSIONING PLANS THAT DESCRIBE THE ANTICIPATED LIFE
OF THE SOLAR FARM, THE ESTIMATED DECOMMISSIONING COSTS IN CURRENT DOLLARS, THE 22. A COPY OF THE FINAL EXECUTED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FROM THE USACOE WILL BE PROVIDED
METHOD FOR ENSURING THAT FUNDS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR DECOMMISSIONING AND TO CATAWBA COUNTY PLANNING PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.
RESTORATION, AND THE ANTICIPATED MANNER IN WHICH THE SOLAR FARM PROJECT WILL BE
23. SECURITY FENCE WILL BE 8' HIGH (7' PLUS A 1' BARB TOP).

DECOMMISSIONED AND THE SITE RESTORED.

b) FOLLOWING A CONTINUOUS SIX MONTH PERIOD IN WHICH NO ELECTRICITY IS GENERATED, THE 24, SURVEY DATA INCLUDING EXISTING TOPOGRAPHY WAS PERFORMED BY DUDEK SERVICES IN NOVEMBER
PERMIT HOLDER WILL HAVE SIX MONTHS TO COMPLETE DECOMMISSIONING OF THE SOLAR FARM. 2021. HORIZONTAL CONTROL IS BASED ON NAD83 NORTH CAROLINA STATE PLANE. VERTICAL CONTROL IS
DECOMMISSIONING INCLUDES REMOVAL OF SOLAR PANELS, BUILDINGS, CABLING, ELECTRICAL BASED ON NAVD&S.

CONCEPTUAL ARRAY LAYOUT IS AN INITIAL CONCEPT ONLY, SUBJECT TO CHANGE, AND NOT A DETAILED

ANNETTE HAMRICK & |
BILLIE SUE PROPST |
D.B. 2866 PG. 1202
P.I.N.#361601486283
ZONING: R-40
COMPONENTS, AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATED FACILITIES BELOW GRADE AS DESCRIBED IN THE -
- APPROVED DECOMMISSIONING PLAN. DESIGN. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION WILL NEED TO BE GIVEN FOR SPECIFIC MODULE AND RACKING
- = ceratDINE Crapuan W) ) PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A ZONING COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE, THE APPLICANT MUST PROVIDE JSSEICS'FD'ICC‘}ITC')?\I'\XL'E\E’EETIEE&(EE%'ONS AND CAPACITY, ACCESS ROADS, PERIMETER FENCES, AND LOCAL
-~ ~ P I RS e THE COUNTY WITH A PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (e) BELOW. THE Q :
—— Selsnrrve  Lonmepo AMOUNT OF THE GUARANTEE SHALL BE ONE AND A QUARTER TIMES THE ESTIMATED 26 IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 44-328(d), LOCATION AND NUMBER OF SIGNS WILL BE PROVIDED IN
— _ /D.B%éﬁ?;?fgse DECOMMISSIONING COST MINUS 50% OF THE SALVAGEABLE VALUE, OR $75,000.00, WHICHEVER IS ' REZONING APPLICATION NARRATIVE (d)
~ P 07705 GREATER. ESTIMATES FOR DECOMMISSIONING THE SITE AND THE SALVAGE VALUE SHALL BE '
ROBIN BADEAUX DETERMINED BY A NORTH CAROLINA LICENSED ENGINEER OR A LICENSED CONTRACTOR. IT IS THE 27 A DRIVEWAY PERMIT WILL BE APPROVED BY NCDOT PRIOR TO BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION. FINAL DRIVEWAY
LISA FRYE : .
08231 FE o RESPONSIBILITY OF THE APPLICANT TO PROVIDE THE COUNTY WITH THE CERTIFIED COST ESTIMATE. LOCATION(S) AND REQUIREMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO PERMIT REVIEW AND APPROVAL,
TN, _
FONING: R4 \ TINALYNN DAVIS d) AN UPDATED DECOMMISSIONING PLAN PROVIDING DECOMMISSIONING COSTS AND SALVAGEABLE 28.  IF THIS REZONING PETITION IS APPROVED, ALL CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO DEVELOPMENT OF THIS SITE
- P IN 4361602676733 VALUES IS REQUIRED AT THE TEN-YEAR MARK AND EVERY FIVE YEARS THEREAFTER. A NEW IMPOSED UNDER THESE NOTES AND THE SITE PLAN, WILL, UNLESS AMENDED IN THE MANNER PROVIDED
N ED ZONING: R-40 PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE IN THE AMOUNT OF 1.25 TIMES THE UPDATED DECOMMISSIONING UNDER THE ORDINANCE, BE BINDING UPON AND INURE TO THE BENEFIT OF APPLICANT AND SUBSEQUENT
/
- COST MINUS 50 PERCENT OF THE SALVAGEABLE VALUE, OR $75,000.00, WHICHEVER IS GREATER IS OWNERS OF THE SITE AND THEIR RESPECTIVE HEIRS, DEVISEES, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, SUCCESSORS IN
ROSEDALE POINT REQUIRED. INTEREST OR ASSIGNS, THROUGHOUT THESE DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS, THE TERMS APPLICANT AND
45'RIW PER D.8. 3035 PG. 274 OWNER(S) SHALL BE DEEMED TO INCLUDE THE HEIRS, DEVISEES, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, SUCCESSORS
SLINTON KESSLER NO OTHER DOCUMENTATION - = IN INTEREST AND ASSIGNS OF THE APPLICANT OR THE OWNER OR OWNERS OF THE SITE FROM TIME TO TIME
DB. 3213 PG, 1680 OF CONVEYANCE FOUND WHO MAY BE INVOLVED IN ANY FUTURE DEVELOPMENT THEREOF.
P.I.N.#361601471343 -— HERMAN LAIL
ZONING: R-40 - e - ——— PDIEIE:?GS%ESG;QZ:}S
— — - ZONING: R-40
DAVID & TRINA STAMEY
D.B. 3515 PG. 1119 SCALE: -l :300
OVERALL CONCEPT PLAN e
bloc-nc.com
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LEGEND

30' STREAM BUFFER

100 YEAR FLOOD ZONE

WATERWAYS/WETLANDS

TYPE 1
30' PROPOSED BUFFER

TYPE 2A
30' WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

TYPE 2B
40' WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

TYPE 3
PROPOSED SHRUB BUFFER
(EXISTING + NEW VEGETATION)

LAND DEDICATED TO CATAWBA
LANDS CONSERVANCY FOR
POTENTIAL FUTURE PARKING AREA

BLACKBURN SOLAR CONCEPT PLAN: NORTH

CATAWBA COUNTY,NC | DATE:02.10.22 | PROJECT NO.:00875.00 landscape architecture | planning | civilengineering BlOC Design
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PROPOSED INTERIOR ROAD
(16' WIDTH)

SITE SETBACK
120' FRONT, 100' SIDE/REAR

PROPOSED 8' HT. SECURITY
FENCE AND INTERNAL SETBACK

PROPOSED CATAWBA LANDS
CONSERVANCY DEDICATION

EXISTING CATAWBA LANDS
CONSERVANCY AREA

SOLAR ARRAY ENVELOPE
(PANELS TO BE 10' MAX HT.)

APPROXIMATE LIMIT OF
PROJECT DISTURBANCE

SCALE: 1"=200'
.
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SETBACK VARIES

BLACKBURN SO

CATAWBA COUNTY, NC

PROPERTY LINE SIDE

SOLAR FIELD

100.00'

TYPE 1- PROPOSED 30' BUFFER

LAR

(6) EVERGREEN TREES, 8 HT. (12 0.C.)
(1) CANOPY TREE, 2" CAL. (100' O.C.)

(12) EVERGREEN SHRUBS, 5' HT. (8' O.C.)

(1) CANOPY TREE, 2" CAL. (100' O.C.)

(2) UNDERSTORY TREES, 15 GAL. (30' O.C.)

(8) EVERGREEN TREES, 8'HT. (12'O.C\)

(18) NATIVE GRASSES, (5' O.C.)

(12) SHRUB, 5'HT. (8'O.C.)

SECURITY FENCE, 8' MIN. HT.
SEE SITE PLAN FOR LOCATION OF FENCE.

DATE: 02.10.22 | PROJECT NO.: 00875.00

PROPERTY LINE SIDE

LAR FIELD

100.00'

TYPE 2A - PROPOSED WILDLIFE CORRIDOR (30' DEPTH)

PROPERTY LINE SIDE

N ELD

100.00'

TYPE 2B - PROPOSED WILDLIFE CORRIDOR (40" DEPTH)

(1) CANOPY TREE, 2" CAL. (100' O.C.)
(8) EVERGREEN TREES, 8' HT. (12' O.C.)
(12) SHRUB, 5 HT. (8' O.C.)

(28) NATIVE GRASSES, (5' O.C.)

(3) UNDERSTORY TREES, 15 GAL. (30' O.C.)

WIDTH TO BE VERIFIED IN FIELD BASED UPON
EXISTING MATURE VEGETATION, 25' MIN.

(14) EVERGREEN SHRUBS, 5' MIN. HT. (8' O.C.)

EXISTING MATURE VEGETATION

SECURITY FENCE, 8' MIN. HT.
SEE SITE PLAN FOR LOCATION OF FENCE.

SETBACK VARIES

PROPERTY LINE SIDE

SOLAR FIELD

100.00'

TYPE 3- PROPOSED SHRUB BUFFER (EXISTING + NEW VEGETATION)

LEGEND

30' STREAM BUFFER

100 YEAR FLOOD ZONE

WATERWAYS/WETLANDS

TYPE1
30' PROPOSED BUFFER

TYPE 2A
30' WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

TYPE 2B
40" WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

TYPE 3
PROPOSED SHRUB BUFFER
(EXISTING + NEW VEGETATION)

TYPICAL NATIVE PLANT PALETTE

CANOPY TREES, 2" CAL. UNDERSTORY TREES, 15 GAL.
- RED MAPLE - AMERICAN PLUM
- PIGNUT HICKORY - CRABAPPLE
- PERSIMMON - FLOWERING DOGWOOD
- NUTTAL OAK - SERVICEBERRY

EVERGREEN TREES, 15 GAL. WASHINGTON HAWTHORN
AMERICAN HOLLY SHRUBS, 5'HT.
- EASTERN RED CEDAR - SPICEBUSH
SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA - BEAUTY BERRY
RED BUCKEYE
EVERGREEN SHRUBS, 5' HT. - RASPBERRY
- SOUTHERN WAX MYRTLE
- YAUPONHOLLY NATIVE GRASSES, 3 GAL. (ALT: 1 GAL.
- NELLIE STEVENS HOLLY T WINTER BENTGRASS
- EMILY BRUNER HOLLY - BIGTOP LOVEGRASS
LITTLE BLUESTEM
VIRGINIA WILDRYE

CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL NOTE:

PENDING COUNTY APPROVAL, CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVANCY

(CLC) AND CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL (CTT) MAY IN THE FUTURE

LOCATE A PUBLIC-USE TRAIL WITHIN THE MEADOW AREAS OF THE

PROJECT SETBACK AND OTHER AREAS DEDICATED TO CLC

AND/OR CTT, EITHER IN A CONSERVATION EASEMENT AND/OR ON

BLACKBURN SOLAR, LLC PROPERTY PER FUTURE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN PARTIES.

CONCEPT PLAN: SOUTH

PROPOSED INTERIOR ROAD
(16' WIDTH)

SITE SETBACK
120' FRONT, 100' SIDE/REAR

PROPOSED 8' HT. SECURITY
FENCE AND INTERNAL SETBACK

PROPOSED CATAWBA LANDS
CONSERVANCY DEDICATION

EXISTING CATAWBA LANDS
CONSERVANCY AREA

SOLAR ARRAY ENVELOPE
(PANELS TO BE 10" MAX HT.)

APPROXIMATE LIMIT OF
PROJECT DISTURBANCE

SETBACKS FOR SOLAR FIELDS

FRONT: 120" (FROM EDGE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY)
SIDE: 100'
REAR: 100'

A SECURITY FENCE EQUIPPED WITH GATE AND LOCKING
MECHANISM MUST BE INSTALLED AT A MINIMUM
HEIGHT OF 8' ALONG ALL EXTERIOR SIDES.

SCALE: 1"=200’

k.o
bloc-nc.com . ‘
landscape architecture | planning | civilengineeing BlOC Desig a

N RM#: P-100 -390




APPENDIX A CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVENCY LETTER




_CATAWBA-

LANDS CONSERVANCY

Catawba County Board of Commissioners

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Catawba Lands Conservancy owns a property that we call the Viles Preserve on the west side of
the South Fork of the Catawba River, across the river from the proposed Blackburn Solar Project
undertaken by Blackburn Solar, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources,
LLC {NextEra).

We have been working with NextEra for several years as they have assembled the property
needed to conduct their project. An infographic that explains our hopes and plans to
complement their efforts is attached. If plans come to fruition, CLC and our sister entity, the
Carolina Thread Trail, will receive approximately 125 acres of land for conservation and place
the Thread Trail on that property. Along the trail, as noted in the infographic, we would like to
provide educational opportunities regarding solar energy and conservation, as well as all the
other benefits of trails.

We are hopeful that our work with NextEra and with Catawba County will be able to provide a
significant benefit to the Blackburn Solar project and to all the citizens of Catawba County.
Preservation of natural spaces and building of trails provide health, economic, education and
social benefits and we look forward to the day when this project can deliver on all of those
benefits.

Sincerely yours,

ok \dh_—

C. Barton Landess, Executive Director
Catawba Lands Conservancy and
Carolina Thread Trail

4530 Park Road #420 | Charlotte, NC 28209 704.342.3330 | www.catawbalands.org



~ ACCESS, CONSERVATION
& ENERGY (ACE) PROPOSAL

ACE is a collaborative vision beiween Catawba Lands Conservancy. Carolina Thread Trail, Catawba County and NextEra Energy, inc. that
cambines conservation and clean energy in Catawba County to facilitale recreation and educational opportunities.

r."é,,u | OUTDOOR RECREATICON + QUALITY OF LIFE

* Through investments in renewable enerpy, ACE increases
pubhc SCCeSE to gutdoor recreation in Catawha County

* ACE wilt provide a S-mile trail for public recreation including
hiking. biking, wildli{e viewing and connactions to nature

* Trails improve guality of life by promoting 2 healthy lifestyle,
kringing econemic energy, encauraging consideration for the
envircnment and increasing a sanse of Jocal community

IMPROVED WATER QUALITY +
CLEAN ENERGY

ACE will permanently conserve over L1 DY feet of
South Fork River frontage, limiting erosion. improving
water guality and protecting watershed integrity

The South Fork River is listed as a Category 5
Impaired Water because of low pH and turbidity.

which harm aquatiz life

Solar energy is the fastrst-prowing repewable energy
source in the country - adding jebs 12X faster

than the rest of the economy

Businesses Jike Wells Fargo are driving the renewable
#nergy economy by investing in these initialives

NATIVE PLANT + ANIMAL HABITATS

* The seagreen darter - fish designated as significantly rasi and in
reed of monitoring - has been observed one mile downstiear of the
project arca

s Transforming cxisling meadows into piedmont prairies will prowide
high-quality wildlifi: habitat and enhance the landscape adjacent to
the proposed Thread Trail reute

* Thaughtfully mainlained prairies are essential lo supporting
pollinating insect pepulations such a5 bees, butterflivs and

moths whose nuimbats are in dramalic decline

g

268 ACRES OF CONSERVED LAND

ACE willincrease the Riverbend Conservation Area -
the Conservancy's third-largest protected area - 1%

20%

The Carobna Thread Trail will be routed arcund
the solar energy facibties to PTESEIVE
surrounding forest and protect the

viewshed for adjacent landewners

This is a key conneclion to Hart Square, the naticn’s
largest collection of historic log structures

EDUCATION + COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

* ACE has unique eppertunity to act
a: 2 11ving laboratory - an
experiential learning site cpen to
schoals, communily groups, educational

programs and individuals

The vision highlights the natural beauly
and heritage landscapes of Catawba

County

Combining senewable energy with
puklic access and land conservation
pravides a framewark for
sustainable development

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT CATAWBALANDS.ORG AND CAROLINATHREADTRAIL.ORG.

& -CATAWBA-

T

NEXTEra’

ENERGY &
SR

catawba county =




APPENDIX B NORTH CAROLINA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
OFFICE LETTER




North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

State Historic Preservation Office
Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator
Governor Roy Cooper Secretary D. Reid Wilson

June 18, 2021

Emily Tucker-Laird emily.laird@erm.com
ERM

3300 Breckinridge Boulevard, Suite 300

Duluth, Georgia 30096

Re:  Construct Blackburn Solar Farm, east of Lincolnton Highway, Catawba County, ER 21-1164
Dear Ms. Tucker-Laird:

Thank you for your email of April 27, 2021, regarding the above-referenced undertaking. We have
reviewed the submittal and offer the following comments.

We have conducted a review of the project and are aware of no historic resources which would be affected
by the project. Therefore, we have no comment on the project as proposed.

The above comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Regulations for Compliance with Section 106 codified at 36
CFR Part 800.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration. If you have questions concerning the above comment,
contact Renee Gledhill-Earley, environmental review coordinator, at 919-814-6579

or environmental.review(@ncdcr.gov. In all future communication concerning this project, please cite the
above referenced tracking number.

Sincerely,

(ean Pheahl-taddies

Ramona Bartos, Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer

Location: 109 East Jones Street, Raleich NC 27601~ Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617 Telephone/Fax: (919) 814-6570/814-6898
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Blackburn Solar Project
Decommissioning Plan

Submitted to Catawba County by
Blackburn Solar, LLC

February 11, 2022

Blackburn Solar, LLC
700 Universe Blvd.
Juno Beach, FL 33408
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BLACKBURN SOLAR PROJECT DECOMMISSIONING PLAN OVERVIEW
Blackburn Solar, LLC

1. OVERVIEW

Blackburn Solar, LLC (Blackburn Solar, or the Applicant) is pleased to provide this Decommissioning Plan
(Plan) in support of its Conditional Rezoning Application (Application) to the Catawba County (County)
Planning Commission (Commission) and Board of Supervisors (Board) in support of the proposed
Blackburn Solar Project (Project.) The proposed Project is a 58 megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV)
facility. Blackburn Solar is a wholly owned entity of NextEra Energy Resources, LLC, (NEER). This request
is in accordance with Sections 44-328 "Conditional zoning district” and 44-633 “Solar farm (utility-scale
solar application)” of the Catawba County Unified Development Ordinances (UDO).

The proposed Project is designed to last up to 35 years. At the end of the proposed Project’s operation,
structures and foundations will be removed and the land restored to prior condition to the extent practicable.
After a six-month period in which no electricity is generated, all components of the solar energy system will
be removed by the owner or the operator within six (6) months in accordance with this decommissioning
plan and Section 44-633(m)(2) of the Catawba County UDO.

1.1 Facility Description

The Project is a 58 megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) facility located on 635 acres (Project Area)
across four privately-owned Catawba County parcels totaling 753 acres. The Project is located in a rural
community characterized by agricultural land use. Other surrounding areas are developed with low-
density single-family residences, or are forested, undeveloped land. The following is a summary of the
major facility components:

m  Fixed and tracking style PV modules, racking posts, inverters, and other electrical equipment;
m  An onsite Project substation, including inverters, switchgears, transformers, and an equipment pads;

m  Utility poles with associated equipment to facilitate interconnection with the Duke Energy Carolinas,
LLC (DEC) power grid;

m  Underground and overhead electrical lines;
® A network of access roadways; and
m  Perimeter fencing.

Engineering design for the Project is ongoing and would be completed in Spring 2022, such that a
construction permitting may proceed.

2. NOTIFICATIONS OF DECOMMISSIONING ACTIVITIES

In accordance with Section 44-633(m)(2) of the Catawba County UDO, the property owner or operator will
notify the County Planning Department Director of the proposed date of discontinued operations and plans
for removal. Blackburn Solar will notify Catawba County when the decommissioning date of the Project is
identified.

3. DECOMMISSIONING ACTIVITIES & SITE RESTORATION

Prior to commencing decommissioning, Blackburn Solar will coordinate with DEC to disconnect the PV
array from the power grid. Decommissioning does not include equipment that may fail during operation, or
equipment with a lifespan less than 35 years.

During decommissioning, Project facilities, including above ground and below ground materials (structures,
components, and non-utility owned equipment), will be dismantled and removed, including but not limited
to perimeter fences, concrete foundations to a depth of 48 inches below grade, steel piles, mounting racks
and racking, PV modules, cables, transformers, inverters, and other ancillary equipment. All electrical
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BLACKBURN SOLAR PROJECT DECOMMISSIONING PLAN DECOMISSIONING COSTS & PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE
Blackburn Solar, LLC

equipment will be removed for reuse or disposal. The Project infrastructure would be decommissioned in
the reverse order of installation activities, to occur within the 6-month decommissioning timeframe. The
attached Decommissioning Cost Estimate provides a detailed description of the anticipated
decommissioning activities used to produce the decommissioning cost estimate.

m  Panels and fencing would be removed,;

®  Supporting piles would be pulled out using an excavator and underground conductors would be
removed;

m  Holes from removing materials would be filled with adjacent top soils;

m  After consultation with property owners, unwanted roads, ditches, and access aisles would be de-
compacted via disking or harrowing; and

m  Excavated materials would be properly recycled or disposed.

Any stormwater control features will be removed unless otherwise approved to remain by the County and
the property owner. Every practicable effort will be made to recycle or reuse facility components: Gravel,
glass, concrete, rebar, fencing, steel piers, steel racking, solar modules, copper and aluminum wiring,
inverters, disconnects, switchgears and transformers will be recycled or disposed of at an authorized solid
waste management facility.

3.1 Site Restoration and Stabilization

The Project installation will be completed with minimal permanent alterations to the existing Project site.
Therefore, upon decommissioning, Blackburn Solar will restore the disturbed areas onsite as close to
preconstruction conditions as is reasonably practicable, including removal of structures and foundations to
a depth of 48 inches, and the restoration of soil and ground cover in consultation with the landowners. Very
limited grading is anticipated to be performed to restore the site to its original condition, because there will
be limited grading during installation of the Project.

Some restoration and site stabilization will be required after decommissioning and removal of equipment.
Gravel from the access roads will be reclaimed. The disturbed area will be re-graded to an approximation
of the original contours, reseeded, and mulched using a seed mix appropriate for the land.

The Project will be dismantled and removed using minimal impact construction equipment. Materials will
be safely recycled or disposed. During the decommissioning, Blackburn Solar will use appropriate
temporary construction-related erosion and sediment control measures and best management practices
(BMPs).

4. DECOMISSIONING COSTS & PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE

The decommissioning costs for the Project are estimated to be $8,131,745 while the salvage value of the
project array is -$1,982,706 for a net decommissioning cost of $6,149,039. The decommissioning cost letter
is included in Appendix A.

4.1 Decommissioning Performance Guarantee

Prior to the issuance of a Zoning Compliance Certificate, Blackburn Solar will provide the County with a
performance guarantee as required in UDO section 44-633(m)(3), (4), and (5) (a-c). For the first ten years
of the Project’s life, the amount of the guarantee will be 1.25 times the estimated decommissioning cost
minus 50 percent the salvageable value, or $75,000.00, whichever is greater. The full amount of the
bond, certified check, or letter of credit will remain in full force and effect until the proposed Project is
decommissioned and any site restoration is completed.
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BLACKBURN SOLAR PROJECT DECOMMISSIONING PLAN DECOMISSIONING COSTS & PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE
Blackburn Solar, LLC

4.2 Decommissioning Plan Updates

An updated decommissioning plan providing updated decommissioning costs and salvageable values will
be provided by Blackburn Solar at the ten-year mark and every five years thereafter. Blackburn Solar will
provide a new performance guarantee in the amount of 1.25 times the updated decommissioning cost
minus 50 percent of the salvageable value, or $75,000.00, whichever is greater.

4.3 Notifications

As required in UDO section 44-633(m)(7), Blackburn Solar, LLC will work with landowners to ensure the
County is notified of the expected date of decommissioning, an expected schedule for decommissioning,
and when decommissioning is complete.

Page 3
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Black & Veatch Corporation

E BLACK & VEATCH 3550 Green Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 USA

P+1734-622-8619 E bekkalabp@bv.com

February 10, 2022

Catawba County Planning & Zoning Department NEER Blackburn Solar
25 Government Drive BV Project 406217
Newton, NC 28658 BV File 25.2000
Attention: Mr. Chris Timberlake

Subject: Blackburn Solar Project Decommissioning Cost Estimate and Site Restoration

Black & Veatch was retained by Blackburn Solar, LLC (“Blackburn Solar Project”) to provide a
decommissioning cost estimate and general description of the site restoration activities associated
with the decommissioning of the Blackburn Solar Project at the end of the project’s useful life.

Black & Veatch has been involved with solar facilities as a consultant and design engineer for nearly
40 years. Black & Veatch has also been an EPC contractor with experience building utility scale
solar projects since 2013 and has built many other types of power plants since the late 1980’s.

Over the past 15 years, Black & Veatch has prepared numerous decommissioning cost estimates for
various types of electrical generating plants, including various solar plants similar to the proposed
Blackburn Solar Project.

The site restoration will remove all above ground equipment associated with the project, including
the electrical substation and the high voltage gen-tie line which connects to the DEC Mull 100 kV
transmission line. All below grade items will be removed to a depth of four (4) feet below grade
and the solar module support posts will be completely removed. Any electrical casing or conduit
below the four-foot depth will remain in place. Gravel access roads will be removed unless the
landowner requests that they remain in place. All stormwater and permanent erosion control
measures installed as part of the Blackburn Solar Project construction will remain in place as these
are assumed to provide a benefit to the landowner.

The net total decommissioning cost for the Blackburn Solar Project is estimated to be $6,149,039.
This is based on a gross total cost of decommissioning of $8,131,745 and a credit of $1,982,706 for
salvage and recycled materials. The estimated cost is in First Quarter 2022 dollars and does not
include escalation. The cost estimate is based on an end of project useful life scenario and assumes
that the solar equipment will have no resale value beyond salvage. The details of the cost estimate
are presented in Attachment A.

Very truly yours,

Black & Veatch

b P L2

Bruce P. Bekkala, P.E.
Project Manager
cc: Jillian Still, Blackburn Solar Project

Building a World of Difference.
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Heath Barefoot, Blackburn Solar Project
Michael Baldwin, BV
Paul Nelson, BV

Attachment(s)
- Decommissioning Cost Estimate

Building a World of Difference.



E’ BLACK&VEATCH

Attachment A - Blackburn Solar Project Decommissioning Cost Estimate

System Summary: \

System Size (AC)

Racking System Type

AC/DC Ratio

Item Description

Solar Removal

Road Removal & Restoration

Site Leveling & Seeding

Fencing Removal

Erosion Control

Inverter Removal

Above Grade Cable

Below Grade Cable

Module Removal

Pile Removal

Tracker Table Removal

Substation & Transmission Line Removal
Electrical Equipment & Structure Removal
Remove Fencing & Foundations

Remove Aggregate & Spread Topsoil
Remove T-Line Structures & Foundations
Remove Substation Cable

Remove Transmission Line Cable
Indirect Costs

Owner's Costs

Gross Project Cost

Salvage Credit

Insulated Copper Wire

Bare Copper

Aluminum

Steel

GSU Transformer Sale (Refurbished)
Total Salvage Credit

Net Total Decommissioning Cost

Qty

25,840
167
45,353

1

19
1,911,083
617,458
204,895
27,861
2,886

26

1
2,610
14
2,200
1.23

41
103
5,411

miles

tons
tons
tons
tons
LS

Tracker
1.47

58 | MW

Unit Cost

S 25
S 4,294
S 9
S 122,684
S 4,237
S 0.34
S 0.50
S 5.31
S 39.13
S 384.43
S 5,464
S 46,485
S 11
S 10,739
S 4
S 16,618
S (6,280.00)
S (7,840.00)
S  (660.00)
S  (180.00)
S (500,000)

Total Cost

S 657,140
S 717,090
S 407,896
S 122,684
S 80,498
S 653,949
S 307,726
S 1,087,107
S 1,090,141
S 1,109,376

S 142,057
S 46,485
S 29,974
S 150,343
S 8,869
S 20,440
S 1,399,972
S 100,000
$ 8,131,745

(119,320)
(321,444)

(67,980)
(973,962)
(500,000)
$ (1,982,706)
$ 6,149,039,

wn n un un n
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This Interconnection Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this _2nd  day

of

August , 2020 , by Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

(“Utility” or “Company”), and Blackburn Solar, LLC (“Interconnection Customer” or
“Customer”) each hereinafter sometimes referred to individually as “Party” or both referred
to collectively as the “Parties.”

Utility Information

Utility: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

Attention: Customer Owned Generation - Mail Code ST-14Q
Address: 400 South Tryon Street

City: Charlotte State: NC Zip: 28202

Phone: (866) 233-2290  Fax: (980) 373-5244

Interconnection Customer Information

Name: Blackburn Solar, LLC
Project Name: Blackburn Solar

Attention: Winston Kutte

Address: 700 Universe Blvd. / E-5497

City: Juno Beach State: FL Zip: 33408

Phone: (561) 304-5881 Fax: N/A

Project Address: Blackburn Bridge Rd., Lincolnton, NC 28092

Project County: Catawba

In consideration of the mutual covenants set forth herein, the Parties agree as follows:

Article 1.

1.1

Scope and Limitations of Agreement

Applicability

This Agreement shall be used for all Interconnection Requests submitted under the
North Carolina Interconnection Procedures except for those submitted under the 20
kW Inverter Process in Section 2 of the Interconnection Procedures.
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Purpose

1.3

This Agreement governs the terms and conditions under which the Interconnection
Customer’s Generating Facility will interconnect with, and operate in parallel with,
the Utility’s System.

No Agreement to Purchase or Deliver Power or RECs

1.4

This Agreement does not constitute an agreement to purchase or deliver the
Interconnection Customer’s power or Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs). The
purchase or delivery of power, RECs that might result from the operation of the
Generating Facility, and other services that the Interconnection Customer may
require will be covered under separate agreements, if any. The Interconnection
Customer will be responsible for separately making all necessary arrangements
(including scheduling) for delivery of electricity with the applicable Utility.

Limitations

1.5

Nothing in this Agreement is intended to affect any other agreement between the
Utility and the Interconnection Customer.

Responsibilities of the Parties

1.5.1 The Parties shall perform all obligations of this Agreement in accordance
with all Applicable Laws and Regulations, Operating Requirements, and
Good Utility Practice.

1.5.2 The Interconnection Customer shall construct, interconnect, operate and
maintain its Generating Facility and construct, operate, and maintain its
Interconnection Facilities in accordance with the applicable
manufacturer’'s recommended maintenance schedule, and in accordance
with this Agreement, and with Good Utility Practice.

1.5.3 The Utility shall construct, operate, and maintain its System and
Interconnection Facilities in accordance with this Agreement, and with
Good Utility Practice.

1.54 The Interconnection Customer agrees to construct its facilities or
systems in accordance with applicable specifications that meet or exceed
those provided by the National Electrical Safety Code, the American
National Standards Institute, |IEEE, Underwriters’ Laboratories, and
Operating Requirements in effect at the time of construction and other
applicable national and state codes and standards. The Interconnection
Customer agrees to design, install, maintain, and operate its Generating
Facility so as to reasonably minimize the likelihood of a disturbance
adversely affecting or impairing the System or equipment of the Utility and
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any Affected Systems.

1.5.5 Each Party shall operate, maintain, repair, and inspect, and shall be
fully responsible for the facilities that it now or subsequently may own
unless otherwise specified in the Appendices to this Agreement. Each
Party shall be responsible for the safe installation, maintenance, repair
and condition of their respective lines and appurtenances on their
respective sides of the point of change of ownership. The Utility and the
Interconnection Customer, as appropriate, shall provide Interconnection
Facilities that adequately protect the Utility’s System, personnel, and other
persons from damage and injury. The allocation of responsibility for the
design, installation, operation, maintenance and ownership of
Interconnection Facilities shall be delineated in the Appendices to this
Agreement.

1.5.6 The Utility shall coordinate with all Affected Systems to support the
interconnection.

1.5.7 The Customer shall not operate the Generating Facility in such a way that
the Generating Facility would exceed the Maximum Generating Capacity.

Parallel Operation Obligations

1.7

Once the Generating Facility has been authorized to commence parallel
operation, the Interconnection Customer shall abide by all rules and procedures
pertaining to the parallel operation of the Generating Facility in the applicable control
area, including, but not limited to: 1) any rules and procedures concerning the
operation of generation set forth in Commission-approved tariffs or by the
applicable system operator(s) for the Ultility's System and; 2) the Operating
Requirements set forth in Appendix 5 of this Agreement.

Metering

1.8

The Interconnection Customer shall be responsible for the Utility’s reasonable and
necessary cost for the purchase, installation, operation, maintenance, testing,
repair, and replacement of metering and data acquisition equipment specified in
Appendices 2 and 3 of this Agreement. The Interconnection Customer’s metering
(and data acquisition, as required) equipment shall conform to applicable industry
rules and Operating Requirements.

Reactive Power

1.8.1 The Interconnection Customer shall design its Generating Facility to
maintain a composite power delivery at continuous rated power output at
the Point of Interconnection at a power factor within the range of 0.95
leading to 0.95 lagging, unless the Utility has established different
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requirements that apply to all similarly situated generators in the control
area on a comparable basis. The requirements of this paragraph shall not
apply to wind generators.

The Ultility is required to pay the Interconnection Customer for reactive
power that the Interconnection Customer provides or absorbs from the
Generating Facility when the Utility requests the Interconnection
Customer to operate its Generating Facility outside the range specified
in Article 1.8.1 or outside the range established by the Ultility that applies
to all similarly situated generators in the control area. In addition, if the
Utility pays its own or affiliated generators for reactive power service
within the specified range, it must also pay the Interconnection Customer.

Payments shall be in accordance with the Utility’s applicable rate schedule
then in effect unless the provision of such service(s) is subject to a regional
transmission organization or independent system operator FERC-
approved rate schedule. To the extent that no rate schedule is in effect at
the time the Interconnection Customer is required to provide or absorb
reactive power under this Agreement, the Parties agree to expeditiously
file such rate schedule and agree to support any request for waiver of any
prior notice requirement in order to compensate the Interconnection
Customer from the time service commenced.

1.9 Capitalized Terms

Capitalized terms used herein shall have the meanings specified in the Glossary of
Terms in Attachment 1 of the North Carolina Interconnection Procedures or the
body of this Agreement.

Article 2.

Inspection, Testing, Authorization, and Right of Access

2.1 Equipment Testing and Inspection

2.1.1

2.1.2

The Interconnection Customer shall test and inspect its Generating Facility
and Interconnection Facilities prior to interconnection. The Interconnection
Customer shall notify the Utility of such activities no fewer than ten (10)
Business Days (or as may be agreed to by the Parties) prior to such testing
and inspection. Testing and inspection shall occur on a Business Day,
unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties. The Utility may, at its own
expense, send qualified personnel to the Generating Facility site to inspect
the interconnection and observe the testing. The Interconnection Customer
shall provide the Utility a written test report when such testing and
inspection is completed.

The Utility shall provide the Interconnection Customer written
acknowledgment that it has received the Interconnection Customer’s
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written test report. Such written acknowledgment shall not be deemed
to be or construed as any representation, assurance, guarantee, or
warranty by the Utility of the safety, durability, suitability, or reliability of
the Generating Facility or any associated control, protective, and safety
devices owned or controlled by the Interconnection Customer or the
quality of power produced by the Generating Facility.

In addition to the Utility’s observation of the Interconnection Customer’s
testing and inspection of its Generating Facility and Interconnection
Facilities pursuant to this Section, the Utility may also require inspection
and testing of Interconnection Facilities that can impact the integrity or
safety of the Ultility's System or otherwise cause adverse operating effects,
as described in Section 3.4.4. Such inspection and testing activities will be
performed by the Utility or a third-party independent contractor approved
by the Utility and at a time mutually agreed to by the Interconnection
Customer and will be performed at the Interconnection Customer’s
expense. The scope of required inspection and testing will be consistent
across similar types of generating facilities.

Authorization Required Prior to Parallel Operation

2.3

2.2.1

222

The Utility shall use Reasonable Efforts to list applicable parallel operation
requirements in Appendix 5 of this Agreement. Additionally, the Utility shall
notify the Interconnection Customer of any changes to these requirements
as soon as they are known. The Ultility shall make Reasonable Efforts to
cooperate with the Interconnection Customer in meeting requirements
necessary for the Interconnection Customer to commence parallel
operations by the in-service date.

The Interconnection Customer shall not operate its Generating Facility in
parallel with the Utility’s System without prior written authorization of the
Utility. The Utility will provide such authorization once the Utility receives
notification that the Interconnection Customer has complied with all
applicable parallel operation requirements. Such authorization shall not
be unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed.

Right of Access

2.3.1

Upon reasonable notice, the Utility may send a qualified person to the
premises of the Interconnection Customer at or before the time the
Generating Facility first produces energy to inspect the interconnection
and those Interconnection Customer facilities which can impact the
integrity or safety of the Utility's System or otherwise cause adverse
operating effects, as described in Section 3.4.4, and observe the
commissioning of the Generating Facility (including any required testing),
startup, and operation for a period of up to three (3) Business Days after
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initial start-up of the unit. In addition, the Interconnection Customer shall
notify the Ultility at least five (5) Business Days prior to conducting any
on-site verification testing of the Generating Facility.

2.3.2 Following the initial inspection process described above, at reasonable
hours, and upon reasonable notice, or at any time without notice in the
event of an emergency or hazardous condition, the Utility shall have
access to the Interconnection Customer’s premises for any reasonable
purpose in connection with the performance of the obligations imposed on
it by this Agreement or if necessary to meet its legal obligation to provide
service to its customers.

2.3.3 Each Party shall be responsible for its own costs associated with
following this Article, with the exception of Ultility-required inspection and
testing described in Section 2.1.3, the costs for which shall be the
responsibility of the Interconnection Customer.

Article 3. Effective Date, Term, Termination, and Disconnection

This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by the Parties.

This Agreement shall become effective on the Effective Date and shall remain in
effect for a period of ten (10) years from the Effective Date or such other longer
period as the Interconnection Customer may request and shall be automatically
renewed for each successive one-year period thereafter, unless terminated earlier
in accordance with Article 3.3 of this Agreement.

3.1 Effective Date
3.2 Term of Agreement
3.3 Termination

No termination shall become effective until the Parties have complied with all
Applicable Laws and Regulations applicable to such termination.

3.3.1 The Interconnection Customer may terminate this Agreement at any
time by giving the Utility 20 Business Days written notice and physically
and permanently disconnecting the Generating Facility from the Utility’s
System.

3.3.2 The Ultility may terminate this Agreement upon the Interconnection
Customer’s failure to timely make the payment(s) required by Article 6.1.1
pursuant to the milestones specified in Appendix 4, or to comply with the
requirements of Article 7.1.2 or Article 7.1.3.
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Either Party may terminate this Agreement after Default pursuant to
Article 7.6.

Upon termination of this Agreement, the Generating Facility will be
disconnected from the Utility’s System. All costs required to effectuate
such disconnection shall be borne by the terminating Party, unless
such termination resulted from the non-terminating Party’s Default of this
Agreement or such non-terminating Party otherwise is responsible for
these costs under this Agreement.

The termination of this Agreement shall not relieve either Party of its
liabilities and obligations, owed or continuing at the time of the termination,
including any remaining term requirements for payment of Charges that
are billed under a monthly payment option as prescribed in Article 6.

The provisions of this article shall survive termination or expiration of
this Agreement.

Temporary Disconnection

Temporary disconnection shall continue only for so long as reasonably necessary
under Good Utility Practice.

3.4.1

Emergency Conditions

“‘Emergency Condition” shall mean a condition or situation: (1) that in the
judgment of the Party making the claim is imminently likely to endanger
life or property; or (2) that, in the case of the Utility, is imminently likely
(as determined in a non-discriminatory manner) to cause a material
adverse effect on the security of, or damage to the Utility’s System, the
Utility’s Interconnection Facilities or the systems of others to which the
Utility’s System is directly connected; or (3) that, in the case of the
Interconnection Customer, is imminently likely (as determined in a non-
discriminatory manner) to cause a material adverse effect on the security
of, or damage to, the Generating Facility or the Interconnection
Customer’s Interconnection Facilities.

Under Emergency Conditions, the Utility may immediately suspend
interconnection service and temporarily disconnect the Generating
Facility. The Ultility shall notify the Interconnection Customer promptly
when it becomes aware of an Emergency Condition that may reasonably
be expected to affect the Interconnection Customer’s operation of the
Generating Facility. The Interconnection Customer shall notify the Utility
promptly when it becomes aware of an Emergency Condition that may
reasonably be expected to affect the Utility’s System or any Affected
Systems. To the extent information is known, the notification shall
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describe the Emergency Condition, the extent of the damage or
deficiency, the expected effect on the operation of both Parties’ facilities
and operations, its anticipated duration, and the necessary corrective
action.

Routine Maintenance, Construction, and Repair

The Utility may interrupt interconnection service or curtail the output of
the Generating Facility and temporarily disconnect the Generating
Facility from the Utility's System when necessary for routine
maintenance, construction, and repairs on the Ultility’'s System. The
Utility shall provide the Interconnection Customer with two (2) Business
Days’ notice prior to such interruption. The Utility shall use Reasonable
Efforts to coordinate such reduction or temporary disconnection with
the Interconnection Customer.

Forced Outages

During any forced outage, the Utility may suspend interconnection
service to effect immediate repairs on the Utility’s System. The Utility
shall use Reasonable Efforts to provide the Interconnection Customer
with prior notice. If prior notice is not given, the Utility shall, upon request,
provide the Interconnection Customer written documentation after the
fact explaining the circumstances of the disconnection.

Adverse Operating Effects

The Utility shall notify the Interconnection Customer as soon as
practicable if, based on Good Utility Practice, operation of the
Generating Facility may cause disruption or deterioration of service to
other customers served from the same electric System, or if operating
the Generating Facility could cause damage to the Utility’s System or
Affected Systems. Supporting documentation used to reach the decision
to disconnect shall be provided to the Interconnection Customer upon
request. If, after notice, the Interconnection Customer fails to remedy the
adverse operating effect within a reasonable time, the Utility may
disconnect the Generating Facility. The Utility shall provide the
Interconnection Customer with five (5) Business Day notice of such
disconnection, unless the provisions of Article 3.4.1 apply.

Modification of the Generating Facility

The Interconnection Customer must receive written authorization from
the Utility before making a Material Modification or any other change
to the Generating Facility that may have a material impact on the
safety or reliability of the Utility’'s System. Such authorization shall not
be unreasonably withheld. Modifications shall be done in accordance
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with Good Utility Practice. If the Interconnection Customer makes such
modification without the Utility’s prior written authorization, the latter shall
have the right to temporarily disconnect the Generating Facility.

Reconnection

The Parties shall cooperate with each other to restore the Generating
Facility, Interconnection Facilities, and the Utility’s System to their
normal operating state as soon as reasonably practicable following a
temporary or emergency disconnection.

Cost Responsibility for Interconnection Facilities and Distribution

Interconnection Facilities

4.2

411

41.2

The Interconnection Customer shall pay for the cost of the Interconnection
Facilities itemized in Appendix 2 of this Agreement. The Utility shall
provide a best estimate cost, including overheads, for the purchase and
construction of its Interconnection Facilities and provide a detailed
itemization of such costs. Costs associated with Interconnection Facilities
may be shared with other entities that may benefit from such facilities by
agreement of the Interconnection Customer, such other entities, and the
Utility.

The Interconnection Customer shall be responsible for its share of all
reasonable expenses, including overheads, associated with (1) owning,
operating, maintaining, repairing, and replacing its own Interconnection
Facilities, and (2) operating, maintaining, repairing, and replacing the
Utility’s Interconnection Facilities.

Distribution Upgrades

The Utility shall design, procure, construct, install, and own the Distribution
Upgrades described in Appendix 6 of this Agreement. If the Utility and the
Interconnection Customer agree, the Interconnection Customer may construct
Distribution Upgrades that are located on land owned by the Interconnection
Customer. The actual cost of the Distribution Upgrades, including overheads, on-
going operations, maintenance, repair, and replacement, shall be directly assigned
to the Interconnection Customer.

Article 5.

5.1

Cost Responsibility for Network Upgrades

Applicability

No portion of this Article 5 shall apply unless the interconnection of the Generating
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Facility requires Network Upgrades.

5.2 Network Upgrades

The Utility shall design, procure, construct, install, and own the Network Upgrades
described in Appendix 6 of this Agreement. If the Utility and the Interconnection
Customer agree, the Interconnection Customer may construct Network Upgrades
that are located on land owned by the Interconnection Customer. Unless the Utility
elects to pay for Network Upgrades, the actual cost of the Network Upgrades,
including overheads, on-going operations, maintenance, repair, and replacement
shall be borne by the Interconnection Customer.

Article 6.

Billing, Payment, Milestones, and Financial Security

6.1 Billing and Payment Procedures and Final Accounting

6.1.1

6.1.2

The Interconnection Customer shall pay 100% of required Interconnection
Facilities and any other charges as required in Appendix 2 pursuant to
the milestones specified in Appendix 4.

The Interconnection Customer shall pay 100% of required Upgrades and
any other charges as required in Appendix 6 pursuant to the milestones
specified in Appendix 4.

Upon receipt of 100% of the foregoing pre-payment charges for
Upgrades, the payment is not refundable due to cancellation of the
Interconnection Request for any reason. However, if an Interconnection
Customer terminates its Interconnection Agreement and cancels its
facility, it shall be entitled to a refund of any unspent amounts that had
been collected by the Utility for the Interconnection Customer’s
Interconnection Facilities.

If implemented by the Utility or requested by the Interconnection Customer
in writing within 15 Business Days of the Interconnection Facilities Delivery
Date, the Utility shall provide the Interconnection Customer a final
accounting report within 120 Business Days addressing any difference
between (1) the Interconnection Customer’s cost responsibility for the
actual cost of such facilities or Upgrades, and (2) the Interconnection
Customer’s previous aggregate payments to the Utility for such facilities or
Upgrades. If the Interconnection Customer’s cost responsibility exceeds its
previous aggregate payments, the Utility shall invoice the Interconnection
Customer for the amount due and the Interconnection Customer shall
make payment to the Utility within 20 Business Days. If the Interconnection
Customer’s previous aggregate payments exceed its cost responsibility
under this Agreement, the Utility shall refund to the Interconnection
Customer an amount equal to the difference within 20 Business Days of

10
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the final accounting report. If necessary and appropriate as a result of the
final accounting, the Utility may also adjust the monthly charges set forth
in Appendix 2 of the Interconnection Agreement.

6.1.3 The Utility shall also bill the Interconnection Customer for the costs
associated with operating, maintaining, repairing and replacing the Utility’s
System Upgrades, as set forth in Appendix 6 of this Agreement. The Utility
shall bill the Interconnection Customer for the costs of providing the
Utility’s Interconnection Facilities including the costs for on-going
operations, maintenance, repair and replacement of the Utility’s
Interconnection Facilities under a Utility rate schedule, tariff, rider or
service regulation providing for extra facilities or additional facilities
charges, as set forth in Appendix 2 of this Agreement, such monthly
charges to continue throughout the entire life of the interconnection.

Milestones

6.3

The Parties shall agree on milestones for which each Party is responsible and list
them in Appendix 4 of this Agreement. A Party’s obligations under this provision
may be extended by agreement, except for timing for Payment or Financial Security-
related requirements set forth in the milestones, which shall adhere to Section
5.2.4 of the Standards. If a Party anticipates that it will be unable to meet a milestone
for any reason other than a Force Majeure Event, it shall immediately notify the
other Party of the reason(s) for not meeting the milestone and (1) propose the
earliest reasonable alternate date by which it can attain this and future milestones,
and (2) request appropriate amendments to Appendix 4. The Party affected by the
failure to meet a milestone shall not unreasonably withhold agreement to such an
amendment unless (1) it will suffer significant uncompensated economic or
operational harm from the delay, (2) the delay will materially affect the schedule of
another Interconnection Customer with subordinate Queue Position, (3) attainment
of the same milestone has previously been delayed, or (4) it has reason to believe
that the delay in meeting the milestone is intentional or unwarranted notwithstanding
the circumstances explained by the Party proposing the amendment.

Financial Security Arrangements

Pursuant to the Interconnection Agreement Milestones Appendix 4, the
Interconnection Customer shall provide the Utility a letter of credit or other financial
security arrangement that is reasonably acceptable to the Utility and is consistent
with the Uniform Commercial Code of North Carolina. Such security for payment
shall be in an amount sufficient to cover the costs for constructing, designing,
procuring, and installing the applicable portion of the Utility’s Interconnection
Facilities and shall be reduced on a dollar-for-dollar basis for payments made to the
Utility under this Agreement during its term. In addition:

6.3.1 The guarantee must be made by an entity that meets the creditworthiness
requirements of the Utility, and contain terms and conditions that

11
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guarantee payment of any amount that may be due from the
Interconnection Customer, up to an agreed-to maximum amount.

The letter of credit must be issued by a financial institution or insurer
reasonably acceptable to the Utility and must specify a reasonable
expiration date.

The Utility may waive the security requirements if its credit policies
show that the financial risks involved are de minimus, or if the Utility’s
policies allow the acceptance of an alternative showing of credit-
worthiness from the Interconnection Customer.

Assignment,Liability, Indemnity, Force Majeure, Consequential

Assignment

7.1.1

71.2

713

714

The Interconnection Customer shall notify the Utility of the pending
sale of an existing Generating Facility in writing. The Interconnection
Customer shall provide the Ultility with information regarding whether
the sale is a change of ownership of the Generating Facility to a new legal
entity or a change of control of the existing legal entity.

The Interconnection Customer shall promptly notify the Utility of the
final date of sale and transfer date of ownership in writing. The purchaser
of the Generating Facility shall confirm to the Utility the final date of sale
and transfer date of ownership in writing

This Agreement shall not survive the transfer of ownership of the
Generating Facility to a new legal entity owner. The new owner must
complete a new Interconnection Request and submit it to the Utility within
20 Business Days of the transfer of ownership or the Utility’s
Interconnection Facilities shall be removed or disabled and the
Generating Facility disconnected from the Utility’s System. The Ultility shall
not study or inspect the Generating Facility unless the new owner’s
Interconnection Request indicates that a Material Modification has
occurred or is proposed.

This Agreement shall survive a change of control of the Generating
Facility’ legal entity owner, where only the contact information in the
Interconnection Agreement must be modified. The new owner must
complete a new Interconnection Request and submit it to the Utility within
20 Business Days of the change of control and provide the new contact
information. The Utility shall not study or inspect the Generating Facility
unless the new owner’s Interconnection Request indicates that a Material
Modification has occurred or is proposed.
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7.1.5 The Interconnection Customer shall have the right to assign this
Agreement, without the consent of the Utility, for collateral security
purposes to aid in providing financing for the Generating Facility, provided
that the Interconnection Customer will promptly notify the Utility of any
such assignment. Assignment shall not relieve a Party of its obligations,
nor shall a Party’s obligations be enlarged, in whole or in part, by reason
thereof.

7.1.6 Any attempted assignment that violates this article is void and ineffective.

7.2 Limitation of Liability
Each Party’s liability to the other Party for any loss, cost, claim, injury, liability, or
expense, including reasonable attorney’s fees, relating to or arising from any act or
omission in its performance of this Agreement, shall be limited to the amount of
direct damage actually incurred. In no event shall either Party be liable to the other
Party for any indirect, special, incidental, consequential, or punitive damages of any
kind, except as authorized by this Agreement.

7.3 Indemnity
7.3.1 This provision protects each Party from liability incurred to third parties as

a result of carrying out the provisions of this Agreement. Liability under
this provision is exempt from the general limitations on liability found in
Article 7.2.

7.3.2 The Parties shall at all times indemnify, defend, and save the other
Party harmless from, any and all damages, losses, claims, including
claims and actions relating to injury to or death of any person or damage
to property, demand, suits, recoveries, costs and expenses, court costs,
attorney fees, and all other obligations by or to third parties, arising
out of or resulting from the other Party’s action or inaction of its obligations
under this Agreement on behalf of the indemnifying Party, except in cases
of gross negligence or intentional wrongdoing by the indemnified Party.

7.3.3 If an indemnified Party is entitled to indemnification under this Article
as a result of a claim by a third party, and the indemnifying Party fails,
after notice and reasonable opportunity to proceed under this Article, to
assume the defense of such claim, such indemnified Party may at the
expense of the indemnifying Party contest, settle or consent to the
entry of any judgment with respect to, or pay in full, such claim.

7.3.4 If an indemnifying Party is obligated to indemnify and hold any indemnified

Party harmless under this Article, the amount owing to the indemnified
Party shall be the amount of such indemnified Party’s actual loss, net of
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any insurance or other recovery.

7.3.5 Promptly after receipt by an indemnified Party of any claim or notice of the
commencement of any action or administrative or legal proceeding or
investigation as to which the indemnity provided for in this Article may
apply, the indemnified Party shall notify the indemnifying Party of such
fact. Any failure of or delay in such notification shall not affect a Party’s
indemnification obligation unless such failure or delay is materially
prejudicial to the indemnifying Party.

Consequential Damages

7.5

Other than as expressly provided for in this Agreement, neither Party shall be liable
under any provision of this Agreement for any losses, damages, costs or expenses
for any special, indirect, incidental, consequential, or punitive damages, including
but not limited to loss of profit or revenue, loss of the use of equipment, cost of
capital, cost of temporary equipment or services, whether based in whole or in part
in contract, in tort, including negligence, strict liability, or any other theory of
liability; provided, however, that damages for which a Party may be liable to the
other Party under another agreement will not be considered to be special, indirect,
incidental, or consequential damages hereunder.

Force Majeure

7.5.1 As used in this article, a Force Majeure Event shall mean any act of
God, labor disturbance, act of the public enemy, war, insurrection, riot,
fire, storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to machinery or
equipment, any order, regulation or restriction imposed by governmental,
military or lawfully established civilian authorities, or any other cause
beyond a Party’s control. A Force Majeure Event does not include an act
of negligence or intentional wrongdoing.

7.5.2 If a Force Majeure Event prevents a Party from fulfilling any obligations
under this Agreement, the Party affected by the Force Majeure Event
(Affected Party) shall promptly notify the other Party, either in writing or
via the telephone, of the existence of the Force Majeure Event. The
notification must specify in reasonable detail the circumstances of the
Force Majeure Event, its expected duration, and the steps that the
Affected Party is taking to mitigate the effects of the event on its
performance. The Affected Party shall keep the other Party informed
on a continuing basis of developments relating to the Force Majeure
Event until the event ends. The Affected Party will be entitled to suspend
or modify its performance of obligations under this Agreement (other than
the obligation to make payments) only to the extent that the effect of the
Force Majeure Event cannot be mitigated by the use of Reasonable
Efforts. The Affected Party will use Reasonable Efforts to resume its
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performance as soon as possible.

Default

7.6.1 No Default shall exist where such failure to discharge an obligation
(other than the payment of money or provision of Financial Security) is the
result of a Force Majeure Event as defined in this Agreement or the result
of an act or omission of the other Party. Upon a Default, the non-
defaulting Party shall give written notice of such Default to the defaulting
Party. Except as provided in Article 7.6.2, the defaulting Party shall have
five (5) Business Days from receipt of the Default notice within which to
cure such Default.

7.6.2 If a Default is not cured as provided in this Article, the non-defaulting
Party shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by written notice at
any time until cure occurs, and be relieved of any further obligation
hereunder and, whether or not that Party terminates this Agreement, to
recover from the defaulting Party all amounts due hereunder, plus all
other damages and remedies to which it is entitled at law or in equity. The
provisions of this article will survive termination of this Agreement.

Article 8. Insurance

8.1

The Interconnection Customer shall obtain and retain, for as long as the Generating
Facility is interconnected with the Utility’s System, liability insurance which protects
the Interconnection Customer from claims for bodily injury and/or property damage.
The amount of such insurance shall be sufficient to insure against all reasonably
foreseeable direct liabilities given the size and nature of the generating equipment
being interconnected, the interconnection itself, and the characteristics of the
system to which the interconnection is made. This insurance shall be primary for all
purposes. The Interconnection Customer shall provide certificates evidencing this
coverage as required by the Utility. Such insurance shall be obtained from an
insurance provider authorized to do business in North Carolina. The Utility
reserves the right to refuse to establish or continue the interconnection of the
Generating Facility with the Utility’s System, if such insurance is not in effect.

8.1.1 For an Interconnection Customer that is a residential customer of the
Utility proposing to interconnect a Generating Facility no larger than
250 kW, the required coverage shall be a standard homeowner’s
insurance policy with liability coverage in the amount of at least $100,000
per occurrence.

8.1.2 For an Interconnection Customer that is a non-residential customer of the
Utility proposing to interconnect a Generating Facility no larger than
250 kW, the required coverage shall be comprehensive general liability
insurance with coverage in the amount of at least $300,000 per
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occurrence.

8.1.3 For an Interconnection Customer that is a non-residential customer of the
Utility proposing to interconnect a Generating Facility greater than 250
kW, the required coverage shall be comprehensive general liability
insurance with coverage in the amount of at least $1,000,000 per
occurrence.

8.1.4 An Interconnection Customer of sufficient credit-worthiness may propose
to provide this insurance via a self-insurance program if it has a self-
insurance program established in accordance with commercially
acceptable risk management practices, and such a proposal shall not
be unreasonably rejected.

The Utility agrees to maintain general liability insurance or self-insurance consistent
with the Utility’s commercial practice. Such insurance or self-insurance shall not
exclude coverage for the Utility’s liabilities undertaken pursuant to this Agreement.

The Parties further agree to notify each other whenever an accident or incident
occurs resulting in any injuries or damages that are included within the scope of
coverage of such insurance, whether or not such coverage is sought.

Article 9. Confidentiality

9.1

9.2

Confidential Information shall mean any confidential and/or proprietary information
provided by one Party to the other Party that is clearly marked or otherwise
designated “Confidential.” For purposes of this Agreement all design, operating
specifications, and metering data provided by the Interconnection Customer shall be
deemed Confidential Information regardless of whether it is clearly marked or
otherwise designated as such.

Confidential Information does not include information previously in the public
domain, required to be publicly submitted or divulged by Governmental Authorities
(after notice to the other Party and after exhausting any opportunity to oppose such
publication or release), or necessary to be divulged in an action to enforce this
Agreement. Each Party receiving Confidential Information shall hold such
information in confidence and shall not disclose it to any third party nor to the
public without the prior written authorization from the Party providing that information,
except to fulfill obligations under this Agreement, or to fulfill legal or regulatory
requirements.

9.2.1 Each Party shall employ at least the same standard of care to protect
Confidential Information obtained from the other Party as it employs to
protect its own Confidential Information.

9.2.2 Each Party is entitled to equitable relief, by injunction or otherwise, to
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enforce its rights under this provision to prevent the release of Confidential
Information without bond or proof of damages, and may seek other
remedies available at law or in equity for breach of this provision.

9.2.3 All information pertaining to a project will be provided to the new owner in
the case of a change of control of the existing legal entity or a change
of ownership to a new legal entity.

If information is requested by the Commission from one of the Parties that is
otherwise required to be maintained in confidence pursuant to this Agreement, the
Party shall provide the requested information to the Commission within the time
provided for in the request for information. In providing the information to the
Commission, the Party may request that the information be treated as
confidential and non-public in accordance with North Carolina law and that the
information be withheld from public disclosure.

Article 10. Disputes

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

The Parties agree to attempt to resolve all disputes arising out of the interconnection
process according to the provisions of this Article.

In the event of a dispute, either Party shall provide the other Party with a written
notice of dispute. Such notice shall describe in detail the nature of the dispute.

If the dispute has not been resolved within 20 Business Days after receipt of the
notice, either Party may contact the Public Staff for assistance in informally resolving
the dispute, or the Parties may mutually agree to continue negotiations for up to an
additional 20 Business Days. In the alternative, the Parties may, upon mutual
agreement, seek the assistance of a dispute resolution service to resolve the dispute
within 20 Business Days, with the opportunity to extend this timeline upon mutual
agreement. If the Parties are unable to informally resolve the dispute, either Party
may then file a formal complaint with the Commission.

Each Party agrees to conduct all negotiations in good faith.

Article 11. Taxes

11.1

11.2

The Parties agree to follow all applicable tax laws and regulations, consistent with
North Carolina and federal policy and revenue requirements.

Each Party shall cooperate with the other to maintain the other Party’s tax status.
Nothing in this Agreement is intended to adversely affect the Ultility’s tax exempt
status with respect to the issuance of bonds including, but not limited to, local
furnishing bonds.

Article 12. Miscellaneous
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Governing Law, Requlatory Authority, and Rules

12.2

The validity, interpretation and enforcement of this Agreement and each of its
provisions shall be governed by the laws of the State of North Carolina,
without regard to its conflicts of law principles. This Agreement is subject to all
Applicable Laws and Regulations. Each Party expressly reserves the right to seek
changes in, appeal, or otherwise contest any laws, orders, or regulations of a
Governmental Authority.

Amendment

12.3

The Parties may amend this Agreement by a written instrument duly executed by
both Parties, or under Article 12.12 of this Agreement.

No Third-Party Beneficiaries

12.4

This Agreement is not intended to and does not create rights, remedies, or benefits
of any character whatsoever in favor of any persons, corporations, associations,
or entities other than the Parties, and the obligations herein assumed are solely for
the use and benefit of the Parties, their successors in interest and where permitted,
their assigns.

Waiver

12.5

12.4.1 The failure of a Party to this Agreement to insist, on any occasion, upon
strict performance of any provision of this Agreement will not be
considered a waiver of any obligation, right, or duty of, or imposed upon,
such Party.

12.4.2  Any waiver at any time by either Party of its rights with respect to this
Agreement shall not be deemed a continuing waiver or a waiver with
respect to any other failure to comply with any other obligation, right or
duty of this Agreement. Termination or default of this Agreement for any
reason by Interconnection Customer shall not constitute a waiver of the
Interconnection Customer’s legal rights to obtain an interconnection from
the Utility. Any waiver of this Agreement shall, if requested, be provided in
writing.

Entire Agreement

12.6

This Agreement, including all Appendices, constitutes the entire agreement
between the Parties with reference to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all
prior and contemporaneous understandings or agreements, oral or written,
between the Parties with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement. There are
no other agreements, representations, warranties, or covenants which constitute
any part of the consideration for, or any condition to, either Party’s compliance with
its obligations under this Agreement.

Multiple Counterparts
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This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which is
deemed an original but all constitute one and the same instrument.

No Partnership

12.8

This Agreement shall not be interpreted or construed to create an association,
joint venture, agency relationship, or partnership between the Parties or to impose
any partnership obligation or partnership liability upon either Party. Neither Party
shall have any right, power or authority to enter into any agreement or undertaking
for, or act on behalf of, or to act as or be an agent or representative of, or to
otherwise bind, the other Party.

Severability

12.9

If any provision or portion of this Agreement shall for any reason be held or adjudged
to be invalid or illegal or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction or other
Governmental Authority, (1) such portion or provision shall be deemed separate and
independent, (2) the Parties shall negotiate in good faith to restore insofar as
practicable the benefits to each Party that were affected by such ruling, and (3) the
remainder of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

Security Arrangements

12.10

Infrastructure security of electric system equipment and operations and control
hardware and software is essential to ensure day-to-day reliability and operational
security. All Utilities are expected to meet basic standards for electric system
infrastructure and operational security, including physical, operational, and cyber-
security practices.

Environmental Releases

12.11

Each Party shall notify the other Party, first orally and then in writing, of the release
of any hazardous substances, any asbestos or lead abatement activities, or any
type of remediation activities related to the Generating Facility or the Interconnection
Facilities, each of which may reasonably be expected to affect the other Party.
The notifying Party shall (1) provide the notice as soon as practicable, provided
such Party makes a good faith effort to provide the notice no later than 24 hours
after such Party becomes aware of the occurrence, and (2) promptly furnish to
the other Party copies of any publicly available reports filed with any
Governmental Authorities addressing such events.

Subcontractors

Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent a Party from utilizing the services of any
subcontractor as it deems appropriate to perform its obligations under this
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Agreement; provided, however, that each Party shall require its subcontractors to
comply with all applicable terms and conditions of this Agreement in providing such
services and each Party shall remain primarily liable to the other Party for the
performance of such subcontractor.

12.11.2 The creation of any subcontract relationship shall not relieve the hiring
Party of any of its obligations under this Agreement. The hiring Party shall
be fully responsible to the other Party for the acts or omissions of any
subcontractor the hiring Party hires as if no subcontract had been made;
provided, however, that in no event shall the Utility be liable for the actions
or inactions of the Interconnection Customer or its subcontractors with
respect to obligations of the Interconnection Customer under this
Agreement. Any applicable obligation imposed by this Agreement upon
the hiring Party shall be equally binding upon, and shall be construed
as having application to, any subcontractor of such Party.

12.11.3 The obligations under this article will not be limited in any way by any
limitation of subcontractor’s insurance.

Reservation of Rights

The Utility shall have the right to make a unilateral filing with the Commission to
modify this Agreement with respect to any rates, terms and conditions, charges,
or classifications of service, and the Interconnection Customer shall have the
right to make a unilateral filing with the Commission to modify this Agreement;
provided that each Party shall have the right to protest any such filing by the
other Party and to participate fully in any proceeding before the Commission in
which such modifications may be considered. Nothing in this Agreement shall
limit the rights of the Parties except to the extent that the Parties otherwise agree
as provided herein.

Article 13. Notices

13.1

General

Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, any written notice, demand, or
request required or authorized in connection with this Agreement (Notice) shall
be deemed properly given if delivered in person, delivered by recognized national
courier service, sent by first class mail, postage prepaid, or sent electronically to the
person specified below:

If to the Interconnection Customer:

Interconnection Customer: Blackburn Solar, LLC

Attention: Winston Kutte
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Address: 700 Universe Blvd. / E-5497
City: Juno Beach State: FL Zip: 33408
E-Mail Address: winston.kutte@nexteraenergy.com

Phone: (561) 304-5881 Fax: N/A

If to the Utility:
Utility: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Attention: Customer Owned Generation - Mail Code ST-26
Address: 400 S. Tryon Street
City: Charlotte State: NC Zip: 28202
E-Mail Address: DERContracts@duke-energy.com
Phone: (866) 233-2290  Fax: (980) 373-5244

13.2 Billing and Payment

Billings and payments shall be sent to the addresses set out below: If to the
Interconnection Customer:

Interconnection Customer: Blackburn Solar, LLC
Attention: Winston Kutte
Address: 700 Universe Blvd. / E-5497
City: Juno Beach State: FL Zip: 33408

E-Mail Address: winston.kutte@nexteraenergy.com
If to the Utility:

Utility: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

Refer to invoice(s) for payment remittance instructions

E-Mail Address: DERContracts@duke-energy.com
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13.3 Alternative Forms of Notice

Any notice or request required or permitted to be given by either Party to the
other and not required by this Agreement to be given in writing may be so given
by telephone, facsimile or e-mail to the telephone numbers and e-mail addresses

set out below:
If to the Interconnection Customer:

Interconnection Customer: Blackburn Solar, LLC

Attention: Winston Kutte

Address: 700 Universe Blvd. / E-5497

City: Juno Beach State: FL Zip: 33408
Phone: (561) 304-5881 Fax: N/A

E-Mail Address: winston.kutte@nexteraenergy.com
If to the Utility:
Utility: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Attention: Customer Owned Generation - Mail Code ST-26
Address: 400 S. Tryon Street
City: Charlotte State: NC Zip: 28202
Phone: (866) 233-2290  Fax: (980) 373-5244
E-Mail Address: DERContracts@duke-energy.com

13.4 Designated Operating Representative

The Parties may also designate operating representatives to conduct the
communications which may be necessary or convenient for the administration of
this Agreement. This person will also serve as the point of contact with respect to
operations and maintenance of the Party’s facilities.

Interconnection Customer’s Operating Representative:

Interconnection Customer: Blackburn Solar, LLC

Attention: Matt Pawlowski — Nextera Energy Resources
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Address: 700 Universe Bivd.
City: Juno Beach State: FL Zip: 33408
Phone: (561) 691-7564 Fax: N/A

E-Mail Address: matt.pawlowski@nexteraenergy.com
Utility’s Operating Representative:
Utility: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Attention: Customer Owned Generation - Mail Code ST-26
Address: 400 S. Tryon Street
City: Charlotte State: NC Zip: 28202
Phone: (866) 233-2290  Fax: (980) 373-5244

E-Mail Address: DERContracts@duke-energy.com

13.5 Changes to the Notice Information

Either Party may change this information by giving five Business Days written
notice prior to the effective date of the change.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by

their respective duly authorized representatives.

For Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

Name:_ Cleddrey L. %ﬂw

Jg 7
Print Name: Jeffrey W. Riggins

(signed based on approval from George Hamrick, SVP and Chief Transmission Officer)

Title: Director, DET Interconnections

Date: August 2, 2020

For Blackburn Solar, LLC

Print Name: Matthew S. Handel

Title: Vice President

Date: 7/21/2020
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	Applicant: Blackburn Solar, LLC
	Phone: (561) 304-6078
	Applicants Fax: 
	Applicants Email: heath.barefoot@nee.com
	Applicants Mailing Address: 700 Universe Blvd
	City State Zip: Juno Beach, FL 33408
	Property Owner: Multiple- See attached
	Phone_2: 
	Property Owners Mailing Address: See attached
	City State Zip_2: See attached
	Parcel 911 Address: 5256 HICKORY-LINCOLNTON HWY (SR 1008), LINCOLNTON, NC 28092
	PIN: 361704739646, 361704615203, 361601499954, 361602782925
	Subdivision Name and Lot: See attached survey
	Current Zoning District: R-40
	Proposed Zoning District: R-80 (CD)
	Proposed Park Name: 
	Applicants Name Printed: Heath Barefoot
	Date: 2/11/22
	Property Owners Name Printed: See attached Letters of Authorization
	Date_2: 


