Early Efforts

In 1788, the US Constitution was ratified and required states to write
their own election laws. The states that previously allowed women

the right to vote immediately revoked that right except for New
Jersey. In 1807, New Jersey restricted voting to only white males.

July 1848-Seneca Falls Convention

The first women'’s rights convention was organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott,
4 Martha Wright, Mary Ann McClintock, and Jane Hunt.

One of the major influences on the Convention organizers was the status of women in the League of Five
Nations or Haudenosaunee Confederacy - a group of 5 Indian tribes in what is now New York. Founded in 1450,
women were equal in all rights including selecting the chief, deciding when to go to war and controlling land.

The Declaration of Sentiments was adopted during the Convention, which included Womens Ri Convention
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After the release of the Declaration, the idea of voting rights for women was mocked | smiet & stiene 2 sunse eaxagice
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incident ever recorded in the history of womanity.”

Many of the Suffragists were active in the movement to end slavery.
In addition, many African American women and men also supported
the suffrage movement. Frederick Douglass, formerly enslaved who

became famous for his anti-slavery writings, also signed the
Declaration of Sentiments at the Seneca Falls Convention.
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