Attachment 1

Public Input Session Press Releases
and Community Flyer



























Invitation to Attend One of the Public Forum Input Sessions
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BY EVAN MATSUMOYO
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NEWTON — A one-of-a-kind
bridge built in 1895 garnered
significant attention Tuesday at
the Catawba County parks mas-

. ter plan public input meeting in
Newton. ,

7" The meeting was the culmi-
nation of surveys and public
opinjfons from four previous

Forum Displaying Community Meeting/Survey Results

public inptt sessions. Updates

to the master plan will be heard

in June by the Planning Board
before going to the” Board of
Commissioners for approval in
Tuly, '

Most people requested Bunker
Hill Covered Bridge be devel-

oped first, said Susan Ballbach, -

the senior planner. The bridge
was constructed before the turn
of the 20th century. Now it’s the

only surviving historic covered
bridge in North.Carolina, ac-

cording to the National Park Ser-’

vice. And it's the only surviving

Haupt truss covered bridge in

the country.

Ballbach said more trails and
continzed maintenance of
buildings at parks were coin-
mon requests, Paved trails
were also requested for older

and handicapped people, and

FROM THE FRONT / LOCEL

people pushing strollers. Mote
requests came for expanded
park hours to six days a week
instead of the county’s current
fourdays, , _

Other recommendations in-
cluded partnering with ' local
schools to enhance educational
opportunities for students. A
few people requested sand vol-
leyball courts at St. Stephens
Park, Balibach said.

THURSDAY, APRIL24, 2014 + 134

Surveys done before Tuesday’s |

-meeting showed 69 percent of

park use is for outdoor nature
experience, 56 percent for well-

. ness and physical fitness, and

34 percent for psychological
health and relaxation, Ballbach
said. ‘

The current parks plan was ad-
opted by the county in 2007. The
county intended to update the
plan after the 2010 census.



Forum Featuring Draft Plan and Opportunity for More Input
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NEWTON — An update
to the Catawba -County
parks ‘master plan will be

- available Tuesday at an in-
put meeting in Newton. . °
.The county scheduled
a “drop in” public meet-
ing for residents to learn
the results of four previ-
" ous county meetings and
to. Teceive survey results
for the parks plan. The up- .
date to the plan is the re- mendations Tuesday. - -
sult of meetings across the  Catawba County parks
county where the public include Baker's Mountain,
was invited to look at'and . -Riverbend Park and St
interact with maps of the "Stephens Park The three
county parks system. " parks total 648 acres and

Staff members and ‘a have about18 miles of hik-
steering committee took 'ing trails.
the input from the four The county also has a
meetings and drafted ‘an long-term plan to develop
update. They will be shar- apark on a 589%-acre tract
ing the proposed recom- ofland on Lake Norman.




Catawba County Website Featuring Draft Plan and Opportunity for More Input

Catawba. County just completed a
series of forums to receive pubhc
input as the County updaies its Parks
Master. Plan, Four forums were held,

were well publicized, and I under- .

stand they were well attended talsing
into account.the average attendance
at this-sort of forum.

If you knew about the forums and )
couldn’t attend any.of them, or if you

missed them altogether, you still have
an opportunity.to vojce your opinion
on the County parks systems. Your

opinion is needed by County officials -

as theyupdate the:Catawba County
-Parks Master-Plan,

We encourage and invite you fo
please .

soon to take the survey. It should take
less than five minutes to complete.
You may also access the survey
through a story at www.catawba-
countync.gov.

'The current Plan was adopted in
late 2007; with the intent of updating
it in‘about five years: The update will

include consideration -of the goals .

and recommendations identified in
the original plan-and recognize new
concepts: suggested by a Parks Steer-
ing Comumittee and the public.

The County Parks Advisory-Com-

visit:
wWwWW. surveymonkey com/s/5SKN36T5 .

located beside Clyde Campbell Ele-
mentary School,

The county also has long-term
plans to develop a park on a 589-acre
tract of land on Lale Norman off Lit-
tle Mountain Road in the southeast
part of the county, and is making
* plans to expand the historic Bunker
Hill Covered Bridge Park in partner-
{1 ship with the Catawba County Histor-
ical Association.

Input recelved from the forurns
and survey will be considered by the
Parks Advisory Committee and staff
as they develop a draft plan in the
coming months. Another public
forum would then be held, tentatively-
‘scheduled for late: April, to' give the

public an opportunity to give input
on the draft plan. The Board of Com-
missioners would then schedule a
public hearing -later this year and
consider the updated Master Plan.

For- more information on the

update of Catawba County’s Parks
“Master Plan, you may coniact the
Catawba County Department of
Planning, Parks and Developmient at
-828-465-8380..or sballbach@catawba-
countync.gov.

appointed by the Catawba County .
“Board of Commissioners, will serve
as the Steering Committee for the
plan update. The updated plan will
focus on key topics mclud.mg popu-
Iatlon trends and projections; exist-
ing plans and documents, existing
park facilities, a recreation needs
assessment, goals and recommen-
dations and the development of a
final Action Implementation Plan.
Catawba County’s ‘Parks System
currently includes ‘three parks.
Baker’s Mountain Park is in the
southwestern part of the county, at
the highest elevation point in the
cotinity (1780 feet). Riverbend Parkis
-located..along. the Catawba. River off
Highway 16 at the Alexander Courity
line and features 450 acres and twelve

miles of trails to explore. St Dave Hardin is publicinformation

‘mittee, comprised of twelve citizens Stephens Parlk, a nine-acre facility; is. officer for Catawba County.

The Observer News ‘Enterprise' Welcomes letters to the editor.

 Letters to the editor should only. be sent to The O- N—E and not to other pubhcatlons
‘We do not publish open letters or third-party letters.
Letters for publication should be no-longer than 350 words,
and will'be subject to editing. -

Letters should genera]ly focus on a recent news issue. -

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and daytime phone nmumber,

“Send a letter to the editor by e-mailing: onenews@observernewsonhne COMmL

Although email is stroneg preferred and will allow a letter to be processed more quickly,
- you may also mail your letter to::
Letters to the Editor, The Observer News Enterprlse,PO Drawer 48, Newton, NC 28658




Board of Commissioners to Consider Adoption of Master Plan
May 11, 2015

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO HOLD CONSIDER
UPDATE OF COUNTY’S PARKS MASTER PLAN

The Catawba County Board of Commissioners will receive a report on a proposed update to the
County’s 2007 Parks Master Plan and a Planning Board recommendation to approve the update
at its meeting beginning at 7 p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2015 at the 1924 Courthouse at 30 North
College Avenue in Newton.

“The plan was developed by County staff, in consultation with the County’s Parks Advisory
Committee, over an 18 month period,” said Susan Ballbach, County Senior Planner who works
closely with the Advisory Committee. “We had more extensive engagement with the public
than was possible as we prepared the original plan in 2007, using a series of community
meetings and a survey distributed both online and by paper copies. The Committee kept these
public comments in mind as they first reviewed existing parks across the county and sites for
potential future parks, and then updated the plan with recommendations for changes in park
operation and future community and regional parks.”

As County staff and the Parks Advisory Committee began work on the update, they held
community meetings in February and early March 2014 at the Southwest Branch County Library
in Mountain View, the Government Center in Newton, the Highland Recreation Center in
Hickory and the Sherrills Ford-Terrell Fire and Rescue Base on Slanting Bridge Road, in the
vicinity of a proposed new regional park.

A survey was also developed that was placed online at the County website and heavily
advertised, while paper copies of the surveys were distributed throughout the county.

“The survey told us that 70% of those who visit our parks do so to get an outdoor nature
experience,” Ballbach said. “We also learned that those who took the survey would like to see
musical events, wellness and physical fitness sessions and more ‘Art In The Park’ type events at
our parks. Most who responded wanted increased hours of operation for the parks while others
suggested enhanced or expanded trails and picnic areas. The locations most often mentioned for
development of future parks were the Bunker Hill Covered Bridge, Mountain Creek and
Murray’s Mill.”

The Committee’s review of existing parks and possible future park locations included the
existing parks: Baker’s Mountain (189 acres with trails in a mountain habitat), Riverbend (450
acres including trails, a dog park, and canoe access on the Catawba River) and St. Stephens
Parks (9 acres included a dog park and trails).

The proposed Plan update recommends development of a regional park on Mountain Creek on
589 acres obtained by the County since the 2007 Parks Master Plan was adopted. It also
recommends smaller “historic parks” near the Bunker Hill Covered Bridge and Murray’s Mill.

“The updated Plan draft also recommends that the County’s park system return to a six-day a
week operating schedule,” Ballbach said. “The three existing parks have been open four days a
week since the economic downturn of 2008-2009. In support of the recommendation, the Plan
lists the economic, environmental, health, educational and tourism benefits of parks.



The updated Plan also includes specific recommendations for improvements to the existing parks
including a Community Meeting Room and primitive camping sites at Baker’s Mountain Park;
paved trails and primitive camping sites at Riverbend Park; and paved trails and a separate dog
park for smaller dogs at St. Stephens Park.

The Plan recommends opening a Bunker Hill Covered Bridge historic park and the Mountain
Creek Regional Park and components for each. For the Mountain Creek Park, the Plan
recommends water related amenities such as swimming areas, boat/canoe/kayak access and
fishing; natural surface, paved, and mountain biking trails; picnic tables and shelters, primitive
camping, a dog park and equestrian trails. At the Bunker Hill Bridge Park, the Plan proposes
paved and natural surface trails; educational programs/guided tours/historical interpretation
regarding the historic bridge; a community meeting/education center and interpretative signage;
and restrooms, picnic facilities, and an outdoor amphitheater.

The draft plan is currently available for review at www.catawbacountync.gov/ .
Questions may also be directed to Susan Ballbach at 828-465-8381 or
sballbach@catawbacountync.gov.
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CONTACT: SUSAN BALLBACH, SENIOR PLANNER 828-465-8381
DAVE HARDIN, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 828-465-8464


http://www.catawbacountync.gov/______
mailto:sballbach@catawbacountync.gov

Parks Master Plan Adopted 5/18/15









Susan Ballbach

From: Dave Hardin [dave=catawbacountync.gov@mail76.atl51.rsgsv.net] on behalf of Dave Hardin
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ADOPTS UPDATE
OF COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN

The Catawba County Board of Commissioners
adopted an update to the County’s 2007 Parks
Master Plan at its meeting on May 18. The Plan
provides a guideline for future development,
subject to available resources.

“The Plan incorporates significant community
input and was developed by County staff, in
consultation with the County’s Parks Advisory
Committee, over an 18 month period,” said
Susan Ballbach, County Senior Planner who
works closely with the Advisory Committee. “We
had more extensive engagement with the public
than when we prepared the original plan in 2007,
using feedback from a series of community
meetings and a survey distributed both online
and by paper. The Committee kept these public
comments in mind as they first reviewed existing
parks across the county and sites for potential
future parks, and then updated the plan with
recommendations for changes in park
operations, and future community and regional
park development.”

“The survey told us that 70% of those who visit
our parks do so to get an outdoor nature
experience,” Ballbach said. “We also learned
that those who took the survey would like to see
special events, wellness and physical fithess
sessions at our parks. Most who responded
wanted increased hours of operation for the
parks while others suggested enhanced or
expanded trails and picnic areas. The locations
most often mentioned for development of future
parks were the Catawba County Historical
Association’s Bunker Hill Covered Bridge,
Mountain Creek, and Murray’s Mill.”

The Committee’s review included the existing
parks: Baker's Mountain (189 acres with trails in
a mountain habitat), Riverbend (450 acres
including trails, a dog park, and canoe access on
the Catawba River) and St. Stephens Parks (9
acres including a dog park and trails).

The proposed Plan recommends development of
a regional park on Mountain Creek, a 589-acre
site obtained by the County in 2010.

“The updated Plan recommends that the
County’s park system return to a six-day a week
operating schedule,” Ballbach said. “The three
existing parks have been open four days a week
since the economic downturn of 2008-2009. In
support of the recommendation, the Plan lists
the economic, environmental, health,
educational and tourism benefits of parks.”

The updated Plan also includes specific
recommendations for improvements to the
existing parks including a Community Meeting
Room and primitive camping sites at Baker’s
Mountain Park; paved trails and primitive
camping sites at Riverbend Park; and paved
trails and a separate dog park for smaller dogs
at St. Stephens Park.

The Plan recommends opening a Bunker Hill
Covered Bridge historic park and the Mountain
Creek Regional Park and specific amenities for
each. For the Mountain Creek Park, the Plan
recommends water-related amenities such as
boat/canoe/kayak access and fishing; natural
surface, paved, and mountain biking trails; picnic
tables and shelters, primitive camping, a dog
park and equestrian trails. At the Bunker Hill
Bridge Park, the Plan proposes paved and
natural surface trails; educational
programs/guided tours/historical interpretation
regarding the historic bridge provided by the
Catawba County Historical Association; a
community meeting/education center and
interpretative signage; and restrooms, picnic
facilities and an outdoor amphitheater.

The plan is available for review online.
Questions may also be directed to Susan
Ballbach at 828-465-8381 or
sballbach@catawbacountync.gov.



http://www.catawbacountync.gov/Parks/ParksMaster2015/
mailto:sballbach@catawbacountync.gov
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