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The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, October 21, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, Catawba County Justice Center, 100 Government Drive, Newton, North Carolina.
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty and Commissioners Katherine W. Barnes, Sherry E. Butler, and Dan A. Hunsucker.  
Also present were County Manager Mick Berry, County Attorney Debra Bechtel, Assistant County Attorney Jodi Stewart, and County Clerk Barbara Morris. Assistant County Managers Dewey Harris, Mary Furtado and Bob Miracle were absent.
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
2. Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
3.
Chair Isenhower offered the invocation.

4.
Commissioner Dan A. Hunsucker made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed Session of October 7, 2019. The motion carried unanimously.

5.
Recognition of Special Guests: Chair Isenhower welcomed everyone present and specifically recognized Barry Cheney and David Hood from the Catawba County Board of Elections, and Tara Conrad from Partner Behavioral Health Partners.

6.
Public Comments.  None.
7.
Presentation.

Senior Nutrition Services, a division of Catawba County Social Services, was presented with the 2019 LGFCU Excellence in Innovation Award from a representative of North Carolina Association of County Commissioners (NCACC) and the Local Government Federal Credit Union for a web-based route mapping application developed for Meals on Wheels of Catawba County by Senior Nutrition Services and the County’s Geospatial Information Services (GIS) division.  

8.
Appointments: These recommendations came in the form of a motion, which carried unanimously.

Upon the recommendation of Chair Isenhower, the Board appointed Mitch Sigmon for a first term on the Jury Commission, with the term expiring June 30, 2021.  Upon the recommendation of Vice-Chair Beatty, the Board reappointed Richard Thompson for a first term and Linda Greenwell for a fifth term on the Board of Equalization and Review, with terms expiring December 2, 2022.  Upon the recommendation of Commissioner Barnes, the Board reappointed Todd Setzer for a third term and Robert Smith for an eleventh term on the Claremont Planning Board, with terms expiring November 1, 2022.
9.
Consent Agenda.


County Manager Mick Berry presented the following two items on the Consent Agenda:

a.  A request for the Board to approve an amendment to Chapter 16 Environment, Article IV Septage Collection, of the Catawba County Code of Ordinances. The ordinance took effect November 1, 1990. It requires all septage management firms that discharge septage into the regional sludge management facility and designated city manhole dumping stations to be permitted and inspected by Catawba County Public Health, Division of Environmental Health. 

The permitting process duplicates activities of state rules and regulations under the jurisdiction of NC Department of Environmental Quality (NC DEQ), Division of Waste Management, Solid Waste Section. North Carolina DEQ has the regulatory authority of enforcement of the Septage Management Rules 15A NCAC 13B Section .0800. These rules govern, in part, the permitting/re-permitting of septage management firms and the transportation of septage (pumper trucks). 

Effective July 1, 2019, the County is no longer part of the regional sludge management facility, which will save approximately $400,000 annually and millions of dollars in future facility construction and operation costs. Additionally, the regional sludge management facility stopped accepting septage approximately 15 years ago.  Since then, all septage has been discharged into either the City of Hickory sewer system or the City of Newton sewer system. Discharges into City owned sewer systems are, and have been, adequately managed through City sewer use ordinances.

In effect, the ordinance amendment removes Catawba County Environmental Health from pumper truck permitting and inspecting, but because the state requires permitting, the public’s health and safety are still protected.  This amendment to Chapter 16 of the Code of Ordinances incorporates the changes to the Septage Collection, Transportation and Disposal Rules submitted to the Board of Health for consideration on October 14, 2019.   The following ordinance applies:

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-04

BE IT ORDAINED that the Catawba County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 16 Environment, Article IV. Septage Collection, Transportation and Disposal, be amended as follows:

ARTICLE IV. - SEPTAGE COLLECTION, TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL[4] 

Footnotes: 

--- (4) --- 

State Law reference— Authority to regulate wastewater collection and disposal, G.S. 130A-39; septage management program, G.S. 130A-291.1. 

Sec. 16-96. - Purpose. 

Discharging of septage into designated city dumping stations will enhance the environment of the county and eliminate the potential threat to the public's health caused by land application of septage. 

(Code 1995, § 115.01) 

Sec. 16-97. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Domestic septage means either liquid or solid material removed from a septic tank, cesspool, portable toilet, type III marine sanitation device, or similar treatment works receiving only domestic sewage. The term "domestic septage" does not include liquid or solid material removed from a septic tank, cesspool, or similar treatment works receiving either commercial wastewater or industrial wastewater and does not include grease removed from a grease trap at a restaurant. 

Health department means the county health department as authorized to be organized under state law. 

Industrial or commercial septage means material pumped from septic tanks or other devices used in the collection, pretreatment, or treatment of any water-carried waste resulting from any process of industry, manufacture, trade, or business where the design disposal of the wastewater is subsurface. Domestic septage mixed with any industrial or commercial septage is considered industrial or commercial septage. 

Owner/operator means the individual who owns or is responsible for management and/or day-to-day operations of the septage management firm. 

Septage means a solid waste that is a fluid mixture of untreated and partially treated sewage solids, liquids, and sludge of human or domestic origin which is removed from septic tanks; also septage as defined in G.S. 130A-290(a)(32); and includes washings from the interior of septage handling containers, including pumper trucks. 

Septage management firm means a person involved in the activity of pumping, transporting, storing, treating or disposing of septage. The term does not include public or community sanitary sewer systems that treat or dispose of septage. The owner/operator shall be responsible for ensuring the firm's compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 

(Code 1995, § 115.02) 

Cross reference— Definitions generally, § 1-2. 

Sec. 16-98. -Septage Land Application and Septage Detention Systems. 

(a) All septage management firms that discharge septage within the boundaries of the county shall discharge into one of the designated dumping stations of the City of Hickory or City of Newton during specified hours. Subject to the cities’ sewer ordinances, industrial or commercial septage is not allowed to be dumped into the designated city dumping stations. No further septage land application sites shall be allowed in the county. 

(b)  The use of a septage detention system is prohibited. 

(c)   All septage discharged into the designated city dumping stations shall be taken only from domestic sources.   

(Code 1995, § 115.03) 

Sec. 16-99. - Penalties and remedies. 

(a) If a septage management firm is found dumping in violation of this ordinance or local public health rules, the following penalties shall apply: 

(1)  First offense: warning and a fine of $100.00. 

(2)  Second offense: a fine of $500.00. 

(b)  Violations of this article will be reported to all agencies governing septage management. 

 (c)
The public health director may bring a civil proceeding to enforce this article or abate a public health nuisance, and the superior court may, upon hearing and for good cause, enjoin the continuance of the condition violating this article, irrespective of all other remedies at law as provided by G.S. 130A-18 and 130A-19. 

(d) Remedies provided in this article are cumulative and nonexclusive. 

(Code 1995, § 115.04) 

Sec. 16-100. - Appeals procedure. 

Appeals concerning the interpretation and enforcement of rules adopted by the county board of health pursuant to this article shall be conducted in accordance with G.S. 130A-24. Appeals should be directed to the director of the health department. 

(Code 1995, § 115.05) 

This the 21st day of October, 2019.
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Randy Isenhower, Chair
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b. A request for the Board to approve one refund request, totaling $1,626.11 resulting from a listing error.  The records were checked and the refund was verified.   According to General Statute 105-381, a Taxpayer who has paid taxes may request a refund (in writing) for the amount that was paid through error.  

Chick-Fil-A of South Hickory, Chick-Fil-A of North Hickory, and Chick-Fil-A of Valley Hills Mall filed for extensions for filing their business personal property for 2017 and their listings were rendered on time; however, late list penalties were assessed in error. Chick-Fil-A requested a refund for late list penalties applied to these three accounts in error for tax year 2017.  The total amount of the refund is $1,626.11. 
Chair Isenhower asked if any commissioner wished for an item to be broken out of the Consent Agenda for individual consideration; none was requested.  Chair Isenhower then asked for a vote to approve the Consent Agenda, which carried unanimously.   

10.
Departmental Report.


Elections.
Elections Director Amanda Duncan asked the Board to consider granting preliminary approval for staff to purchase new ADA voting equipment from Election Systems and Software (ES&S) for $230,945.00, trade in existing voting equipment valued at $41,900.00, purchase new Voting Booths from Printelect for $70,354.20, and trade in existing voting booths valued at $6,000.00.

Catawba County Board of Elections last purchased ADA voting machines in Fiscal Year 2005/06 with a Help America Vote Act grant of approximately $1 million. At the time, the machines were expected to last 10 years; they are currently past useful life expectancy. Some of the voting machines have needed repair in the last two years, and maintenance support for these machines is limited, as the manufacturer has discontinued making them.  The County’s voting booths used on election day and at early voting locations are approaching 20 years of use. The booths are no longer stable, and the ADA leg extensions are no longer available for purchase.

Due to the age of this equipment and the need to comply with state law, the County must purchase new equipment.  The State has requirements regarding the acquisition of new equipment as follows: witness a demonstration of the recommended voting system plus at least one other certified type of voter system. (On September 23, 2019 Catawba County Board of Elections members and staff attended a demonstration of three different types of state-certified systems in Mecklenburg County.); the County’s BOE make a preliminary recommendation to the Board of Commissioners as to which equipment to buy. (On October 1, 2019 the CCBOE voted to recommend Election Systems and Software (ES&S) equipment.); BOE instruct staff test the proposed equipment.  (On October 1, 2019, CCBOE instructed staff test the ES&S equipment at Precinct 10 (East Newton) during the November 5, 2019 General Election.); receive State BOE approval to replace current equipment; and CCBOE makes a final recommendation to the county BOC to acquire or decline a voting system recommended by BOE.  This final recommendation to the BOC cannot be made until after the Canvas of the November 5, 2019 election.

Citizens will vote using the ExpressVote touch screen voting machines during early voting, beginning in the 2020 Presidential Primary on March 3, 2019. This machine prints a paper ballot for voters to verify before prompting them to insert their ballots into the DS200 tabulator machine to be counted.

In addition to the equipment, costs include technology needed to operate the equipment, storage cases, staff training, and a credit of $41,900.00 to trade in the County’s current voting equipment. Equipment hardware and software maintenance will cost $12,950 per year. The equipment has a one-year warranty.   $301,000 previously appropriated to a capital project in Fiscal Year 2014/15 is available to apply to the purchase of new ADA equipment. 
Vice-Chair Beatty made a motion to grant preliminary approval for staff to purchase new ADA voting equipment from Election Systems and Software (ES&S) for $230,945.00, trade in existing voting equipment valued at $41,900.00, purchase new Voting Booths from Printelect for $70,354.20, and trade in existing voting booths valued at $6,000.00. The motion carried unanimously.
11. Other Items of Business: None.
12. Manager’s Report:  None.
13. Attorneys’ Report: None.
14.
Adjournment. Upon a motion by Commissioner Hunsucker, which unanimously carried, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.
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