
 

 

AGENDA 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Acting as 
Southeastern Catawba County Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 

Monday, June 15, 2026, 6:50 p.m.,  
Prior to the Regularly Scheduled Board of Directors Meeting 

Board of Commissioners’ Meeting Room 
2nd Floor, Catawba County Justice Center 

100 Government Drive, Newton, N.C. 
 
 

1. Call to Order. 

2. Approval of Minutes from SECC Board’s Regular Meetings of May 22nd and June 
2nd, 2025.  

3. Adopt Fiscal Year 2026/27 Budget. 

4. Adjournment. 

 
 
 

 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-
465-8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Participation in public meetings is without regard 
to race, ethnicity, religion, sex, age, or disability. 
 
CALENDAR: The next Board of Commissioners Meeting will take place on Monday, June 15, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m., in the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room of the Catawba County Justice Center.  
 



May 22, 2025, MB #1 
 

Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting Acting as 
Southeastern Catawba County Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 

Thursday, May 22, 2025, 6:50 p.m. 
Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor 

Catawba County Justice Center 
100 Government Drive, Newton, N.C. 

 
The Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) Water & Sewer District Board of Directors held a meeting on 
Thursday, May 22, 2025, at 6:50 p.m., in the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, Catawba 
County Justice Center, 100 Government Drive, Newton, North Carolina. The purpose of this meeting was 
to propose the Annual Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) Water & Sewer District Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2025/26. 
 
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Austin Allran, and Commissioners Robert C. Abernethy, 
Jr., Barbara G. Beatty, and Cole Setzer. 
 
Also present were County Manager Mary S. Furtado, Assistant County Manager Paul Murray, Assistant 
County Manager Justin Merritt, County Attorney Jodi Stewart and County Clerk Dale Stiles. 
 
1. Call to Order. 

Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
 

2. Fiscal Year 2025/26 Budget Ordinance Proposal. 
County Manager Mary Furtado provided the FY2025/2026 recommended budget to the Board. 
No action was taken. 
 

3. Fiscal year 2025/26 Budget Public Hearing. 
Chair Isenhower asked if any commissioners had any questions. Hearing none, he opened the 
public hearing. No one came forward to speak. Chair Isenhower closed the public hearing. 
 

4. Board of Commissioners Discussion. 
Chair Isenhower asked if any Commissioner had any questions. No questions were asked. 
 

5. Adjournment 
Upon motion by Commissioner Cole Setzer, which unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:54 p.m. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Randy Isenhower, Chair 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Dale Stiles, County Clerk 



June 2, 2025, MB #1 
 

Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting Acting as 
Southeastern Catawba County Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 

Monday, June 2, 2025, 6:50 p.m. 
Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor 

Catawba County Justice Center 
100 Government Drive, Newton, N.C. 

 
The Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) Water & Sewer District Board of Directors held a meeting on 
Monday, June 2, 2025, at 6:50 p.m., in the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, Catawba 
County Justice Center, 100 Government Drive, Newton, North Carolina. The purpose of this meeting was 
to adopt the Annual Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) Water & Sewer District Budget for Fiscal Year 
2025/26. 
 
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Austin Allran, and Commissioners Robert C. Abernethy 
Jr., Barbara G. Beatty, and Cole Setzer. 
 
Also present were County Manager Mary S. Furtado, Assistant County Manager Paul Murray, Assistant 
County Manager Justin Merritt, County Attorney Jodi Stewart and County Clerk Dale Stiles. 
 
1. Call to Order. 

Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
 
2. Commissioner Abernethy made a motion to approve the Minutes from the SECC Board’s Special 

Meeting of May 23rd and June 3rd, 2024. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. Fiscal Year 2025/26 Budget Ordinance Adoption. 

Chair Isenhower asked if any commissioner had questions regarding the FY2025/26 Budget. There 
were no questions. Commissioner Setzer made a motion to approve the FY2025/26 Budget 
Ordinance for the SECC Water & Sewer District. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
The following budget ordinance applies: 
 



June 2, 2025, MB #1 
 



June 2, 2025, MB #1 
 



June 2, 2025, MB #1 
 

 
 
 

  



June 2, 2025, MB #1 
 

5.   Adjournment 
Upon motion by Commissioner Beatty which unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 
6:55 pm. 

 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Randy Isenhower, Chair 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Dale R. Stiles, County Clerk 



 

BUDGET ORDINANCE 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Southeastern Catawba County SECC Water & Sewer District Board: 

SECTION I    
Budget Adoption, 2026/27 
The following budget with anticipated fund revenues of $0 and expenditures of $0 is hereby 
adopted in accordance with Chapter 162A of the North Carolina General Statutes by the 
Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) Water & Sewer District for the fiscal year beginning July 
1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2027, and the same is adopted by fund.   

The following procedures, controls, and authorities shall apply to transfers and adjustments within 
the budget. 

A. Transfers within the District:  The District Director may transfer line item appropriations 
between and within activities with the approval of the Budget Director or her designee.   

B. Transfers of Capital Projects Appropriations:  Transfers of appropriations up to 
$50,000 between projects within the capital project fund may be approved by the Budget 
Officer or her designee.  All transfers between projects are reported to the District Board 
by its next regular meeting following the date of the transfer.  

SECTION II    
Capital Projects and Grants 

Project Managers will be designated on a project-by-project basis for all District construction 
projects and follow the procedures set forth in in Chapter 8 of the Catawba County Code of 
Ordinances shall be used to coordinate the efforts of all parties involved in a project.  Any changes 
in the cost, as a result of bids or otherwise, shall be reported by the Project Managers along with 
his or her recommendation of approval to the District Board prior to the advertising of bids.  When 
compiled and approved by user agencies, all projects must conform to the Catawba County 
Design and Construction Specifications. 

Appropriations made for the specific projects or grants in the SECC Water & Sewer Capital Fund 
are hereby appropriated until the project is completed. Balances remaining as of June 30, 2026, 
in previously appropriated water and sewer capital projects located within the SECC Water and 
Sewer District Service Area become part of the District Capital Fund with the adoption of the 
Catawba County and SECC Water & Sewer District Fiscal Year 2026/27 Budgets.  

SECTION III   
Fiscal Control Act 

The Budget and Management Director and the Chief Financial Officer are hereby directed to make 
any changes in the budget of fiscal practices that are required by the Local Government and 
Fiscal Control Act.  This shall extend to permitted consolidations of funds and "Single Tax Levies" 
permitted in the Fiscal Control Act. 



 

A. As provided by G.S. 159-25 (b), the Board has authorized dual signatures for each check 
or draft that is made on County funds.  The signatures of the County Manager, Chief 
Financial Officer, Deputy County Manager, Assistant County Manager, and Assistant 
Chief Financial Officer shall be authorized signatures of the County. 

B. Operating funds encumbered on the financial records of the SECC Water & Sewer District 
as of June 30, 2026, are hereby re-appropriated to this budget. 

C. The Board also authorizes (as is the practice) one principal account as depository for all 
funds received by the Chief Financial Officer from any source.  Current accounting 
techniques shall be used to assure that all funds will be properly accounted for in the 
financial records of the County. 

SECTION IV 
Authorization to Contract 

The Budget Officer or her designee are hereby authorized to execute agreements, within funds 
included in the Budget Ordinance or other actions by the SECC Water & Sewer District Board, for 
the following purposes: 1) Form grant agreements to public and non-profit organizations; 2) 
Leases of routine business equipment; 3) Consultant, professional, or maintenance service 
agreements; 4) Purchase of supplies, materials, or equipment where formal bids are not required 
by law; 5) Applications for and agreements for acceptance of grant funds from Federal, State, 
public, and non-profit organization sources, and other funds from other government units, for 
services to be rendered which have been previously approved by the Board; 6) Construction or 
repair projects; 7) Liability, health, life, disability, casualty, property, or other insurance or 
performance bonds; and 8) Other administrative contracts which include agreements adopted in 
accordance with the directives of the SECC Water & Sewer District Board. 

SECTION V  
Authorization to Award and Reject Bids 

Pursuant to General Statute 143-129, the Budget Officer is hereby authorized to award formal 
bids received in amounts less than $250,000 within the following guidelines: 1) bid is awarded to 
the lowest responsible bidder; 2) sufficient funding is available within the departmental budget; 
and 3) purchase is consistent with the goals and/or outcomes of the department.  The Budget 
Officer shall further be authorized to reject any and/or all bids received if it is in the best interest 
of the SECC Water & Sewer District.  A report shall be made to the SECC Water & Sewer District 
Board of all bids awarded or rejected under this section and entered in the minutes of its formal 
sessions.  

SECTION VI  
Micro-purchase Threshold 

In accordance with 2 C.F.R. § 200.320(a)(1)(iv) and the applicable provisions of North Carolina 
law, the County hereby self-certifies the following micro-purchase thresholds, each of which is a 
“higher threshold consistent with State law” under 2 C.F.R. § 200.320(a)(1)(iv)(C: 



 

A. $30,000, for the purchase of “apparatus, supplies, materials, or 
equipment”; and 

B. $30,000, for the purchase of “construction or repair work”; and 

C. $50,000, for the purchase of services not subject to competitive bidding 
under North Carolina law; and 

D. $50,000, for the purchase of services subject to the qualifications-based 
selection process in the Mini-Brooks Act; provided that such threshold shall 
apply to a contract only if the County has exercised an exemption to the 
Mini-Brooks Act, in writing, for a particular project pursuant to G.S. 143-
64.32.  If the exemption is not authorized, the micro-purchase threshold 
shall be $0. 

The self-certification made herein shall be effective as of the effective date of this ordinance and 
shall be applicable until June 30, 2027, but shall not be applicable to Federal financial assistance 
awards issued prior to November 12, 2020, including financial assistance awards issued prior to 
that date under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Support (CARES) Act of 2020 (Pub. 
L. 116-136).  

In the event that the County receives funding from a federal grantor agency that adopts a 
threshold more restrictive than those contained herein, the County shall comply with the more 
restrictive threshold when expending such funds. 

The County shall maintain documentation to be made available to a Federal awarding agency, 
any pass-through entity, and auditors in accordance with 2 C.F.R. § 200.334. 

The Catawba County Purchasing Manager and Clerk are hereby authorized, individually and 
collectively, to revise the County’s Purchasing Ordinance and Policy to reflect the increased 
micro-purchase thresholds specified herein, and to take all such actions, individually and 
collectively, to carry into effect the purpose and intent of the foregoing resolution. 

 

This ordinance is adopted this 15th day of June 2026. 

     

 

 

C. Randall Isenhower, Chair     Mary S. Furtado, Budget Officer 
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