
 
                                         AGENDA 

Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting  
Monday, April 6, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 

Board of Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 2nd Floor 
Catawba County Justice Center  

100 Government Drive, Newton, NC 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

3. Invocation. 
 

4. Approval of the Minutes from the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed Session of March 16, 2026, and 
Special Meeting and Closed Session of March 30, 2026.  

 
5. Recognition of Special Guests. 

 
6. Public Comments. 

 
7. Presentations. 

a. Proclamation Declaring April 18th as Line Worker Appreciation Day. Presented to Duke Energy District 
Manager Robin Nicholson. 

b. Proclamation Declaring April 12-18, 2026, National Public Safety Telecommunications Week. Presented to 
911 Communications Center Administrator Brian Drum and 911 Shift Supervisor Amber Severt.  

c. Proclamation Declaring April 6-12, 2026, as Public Health Week and April as Public Health Month. 
Presented to Assistant Public Health Director Julie Byrd.  

d. Proclamation Declaring April 19-25, 2026, as National Library Week. Presented to Library Director Siobhan 
Loendorf and Assistant Library Director Jenny Markham.  

e. Proclamation Declaring April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. Presented to Children’s Advocacy and 
Protection Center.   

 
8. Consent Agenda. 

a. FY25-26 Audit Contract. 
b. Property Disposition: 2804 Beech Tree Street; Newton.  
c. Surplus Vehicle Donation Request. 
d. Lease Assignment: Life Cycle Renewables, Inc. 
e. Declare Badge & Weapon as Surplus for Retiring Chief Brian Kelly. 
f.  Map Review Officer Designation. 
 

9. Other Items of Business. 
 

10. Manager’s Report. 
 

11. Attorney’s Report. 
 

12. Adjournment. 
 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-465-8990 
within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Participation in public meetings is without regard to race, ethnicity, 
religion, sex, age, or disability. 

 
CALENDAR: The next Board of Commissioners Meeting will take place on Monday, April 20, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room of the Catawba County Justice Center. 

 

 

 

 



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

PROCLAMATION 
LINE WORKER APPRECIATION DAY 

APRIL 18, 2026 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, on April 10, 2013, a resolution was passed in the United States Senate to recognize April 18 
annually as National Lineman (Line Worker) Appreciation Day; and 
 
WHEREAS, the profession of the electrical line worker is steeped in personal, family, and professional 
tradition; and 
 
WHEREAS, line workers are often first responders during storms and other catastrophic events, working 
to make the scene safe for other public safety officials, and to expedite the return of vital electrical power 
to our communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, these brave men and women work with thousands of volts of electricity high atop power 
lines 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, risking and sometimes losing their lives to keep electricity flowing; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, line workers are often faced with dangerous conditions, far from their families, as they work 
to construct and maintain energy infrastructure throughout the State of North Carolina and the United 
States; and 
 
WHEREAS, line workers must use their technical knowledge, physical strength and ingenuity to achieve 
success in challenges they face every day; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners thanks these skilled and heroic line workers 
who brave hurricanes, ice storms, snowstorms, floods, and other natural disasters to maintain our 
community’s energy grid. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
does hereby proclaim Friday, April 18, 2026 as “Line Worker Appreciation Day” in Catawba County. 
 
This the 6th day of April, 2026. 
 
 
 
        ____________________________________ 

Randy Isenhower, Chair 
 Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

 
  



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

PROCLAMATION 
NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK 

APRIL 12-18, 2026 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, emergencies that require law enforcement, fire, or emergency medical services can occur at 
any time; and 
 
WHEREAS, when an emergency occurs, the prompt response of law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
and paramedics is critical to the protection of life and preservation of property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the safety of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and paramedics is dependent upon 
the quality and accuracy of information obtained from citizens who telephone the Catawba County 911 
Communications Center; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators are the very critical first contact our citizens have with 
emergency services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators are a vital link for our law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and paramedics by monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information, and 
insuring their safety; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators of the Catawba County E-911 Communications Center 
have contributed substantially to the efforts to preserve community safety through supporting responders 
in addressing crime, suppressing fires, and treating patients; and 
 
WHEREAS, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding, and professionalism during the 
performance of his or her job in the past year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS does hereby proclaim 
April 12-18, 2026 as National Public Safety Telecommunications Week in Catawba County in honor 
of the men and women whose diligence and professionalism keep our County and citizens safe. 
 
This the 6th day of April, 2026. 
 
 
 
        ____________________________________ 

Randy Isenhower, Chair 
 Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

 
  



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

PROCLAMATION 
PUBLIC HEALTH MONTH 

 
 
WHEREAS, April 6-12th, is National Public Health Week, and the theme is “Ready. Set. Action!”; and April 
is celebrated as Public Health Month and 
 
WHEREAS, we are working to address drivers of health that contribute to chronic diseases like cancer, 
heart disease, lung disease, stroke and diabetes; and 
 
WHEREAS, we recognize prevention is paramount to preserving the health of our community; and 
 
WHEREAS, by emphasizing Access to Healthy Foods; Access to Safe, Engaging and Active Spaces; 
and Brain Health as health priorities to address in our Community Health Improvement Plan and 
addressing underlying drivers of health through our Strategic Plan, Catawba County Public Health and 
community partners are rallying around a goal of making Catawba County a healthier place to be; and 
 
WHEREAS, in recognition of the valuable work that Catawba County Public Health performs in 
assessing, addressing and assuring the health needs of the county; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS does hereby proclaim 
the month of April 2026 as “PUBLIC HEALTH MONTH” and April 6-12th as “PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK” 
and supports Catawba County Public Health’s efforts to lead the way to a healthier community by 
including health considerations in community plans, through enhanced opportunities for physical activity, 
and community connectedness, nutritious foods, and brain health resources, and calls upon the people 
of Catawba County to observe this week by helping our families, friends, neighbors, co-workers and 
leaders to better understand the value of public health and supporting great opportunities to adopt 
preventive lifestyle habits in light of this year’s theme, “Ready. Set. Action.” 
 
This the 6th day of April, 2026. 
 
 
 
        ____________________________________ 

Randy Isenhower, Chair 
 Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

 
  

 



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

National Library Week  
April 19-25, 2026 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, libraries spark creativity, fuel imagination, and inspire lifelong learning, offering a space where 
individuals of all ages can find joy through exploration and discovery; 
 
WHEREAS, libraries serve as vibrant community hubs, connecting people with knowledge, technology, and 
resources while fostering civic engagement, critical thinking, and cultural enrichment; 
 
WHEREAS, libraries provide free and equitable access to books, digital tools, and innovative programming, 
ensuring that all individuals—regardless of background—have the support they need to learn, connect, and thrive; 
 
WHEREAS, libraries partner with schools, businesses, and organizations to maximize resources, increase 
efficiency, and expand access to essential services, strengthening the entire community; 
 
WHEREAS, libraries empower job seekers, entrepreneurs, and lifelong learners by providing access to resources, 
training, and opportunities that support career growth and economic success; 
 
WHEREAS, libraries nurture young minds through storytimes, STEAM programs, and literacy initiatives, fostering 
curiosity and a love of learning that lasts a lifetime; 
 
WHEREAS, libraries protect the right to read, think, and explore without censorship, standing as champions of 
intellectual freedom and free expression; 
 
WHEREAS, dedicated librarians and library workers provide welcoming spaces that inspire discovery, 
collaboration, and creativity for all; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, and library workers across the country are joining together to celebrate National 
Library Week under the theme “Find Your Joy”;   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Catawba County Board of Commissioners proclaims April 19-25, 2026 
as National Library Week and encourages all residents to visit their library to explore the wealth of resources 
available. 
This the 6th day of April, 2026. 
      ________________________________________ 

C. Randall Isenhower, Chair 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
 
 
WHEREAS, children are our state’s most vulnerable members as well as our state’s most valuable resources, 
helping to shape the future of North Carolina; and  
 
WHEREAS, positive childhood experiences —like loving caregivers and safe, stable, and nurturing relationships—
can help mitigate trauma and the negative impact of adverse childhood experiences to promote the social, emotional, 
and developmental well-being of children; and 
 
WHEREAS, childhood trauma, a serious problem facing every community, can have long-term psychological, 
emotional, and physical effects throughout an individual’s lifetime and impact future generations of their family; and  
 
WHEREAS, childhood trauma, including abuse and neglect, is a serious problem affecting every community, and 
finding solutions requires input and action from everyone; and  
 
WHEREAS, children who live in families with access to concrete economic and social supports are less likely to 
experience abuse and neglect; and 
 
WHEREAS, nurture positive childhoods and preventing child maltreatment is possible because of the partnerships 
created between families, prevention advocates, child welfare professionals, education, health, community, and  
faith-based organizations, businesses, law enforcement agencies, and local, state, and national governments; and  
 
WHEREAS, we acknowledge that in order to solve the public health issue of abuse and neglect we must work 
together to change hearts and mindsets through storytelling and sharing, center the needs of families, break down 
bias and barriers, and inspire action from expected and unexpected partners; and  
 
WHEREAS, we are committed to advancing equitable, responsive, and effective systems that ensure all children 
and families are healthy and thriving; and  
 
WHEREAS, we recognize the need to prioritize kids and invest in more prevention initiatives like home visiting and 
family-strengthening policies, economic supports, and community-based child abuse prevention programs at the 
national, state, and local levels; and. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS does hereby proclaim April 2026 
as CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH in Catawba County and calls upon all citizens to recognize this month by 
building a narrative of hope for children and families through collaboration and the creation of an ecosystem of primary 
prevention that does not currently exist in this country.  
 
This the 6th day of April, 2026. 
 
 ____________________________________ 
 Randy Isenhower, Chair 
  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:   Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
From:  Finance and Personnel Subcommittee 
   
Date:  April 6, 2026 
 
Subject: FY25-26 Audit Contract Award  
 

Request 
The Finance and Personnel Subcommittee requests the Board of Commissioners approve a contract 
with Martin Starnes & Associates for Fiscal Year 2025-26 auditing services for an amount not to 
exceed $129,215. 
Background 
North Carolina General Statute 159-34 requires local governments to have their financial 
accounts audited each fiscal year and submit a copy of the audit to the Local Government 
Commission. Based on this requirement, staff recommend retaining the services of Martin 
Starnes & Associates to conduct an audit of the County's financial records for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2026. 
 
On February 3, 2026, Catawba County issued a Request for Proposals seeking proposals from 
qualified independent audit firms interested in providing auditing services to the County. 
Proposals were received on March 2, 2026, from the following firms: 

• Bernard Robinson and Company 
• Cherry Bekaert, LLP 
• Martin Starnes and Associates CPAs, PA 

 
On March 4, 2026, the Evaluation Committee (Chief Financial Officer, Assistant Chief Financial 
Officer, Internal Auditor, and Purchasing Manager) met to evaluate the proposal responses 
received. The proposal responses were evaluated based on a scoring matrix included in the 
Request for Proposals. The Firm evaluations are attached hereto, with Martin Starnes & 
Associates receiving the highest score based on firm profile and qualifications, audit approach, 
and references. With scoring of Martin Starnes & Associates and Cherry Bekaert being 
relatively equal, the committee evaluated price. Martin Starnes & Associates provides the best 
value. The cost comparison over the 3-year period is attached hereto.  

 
Review 
Martin Starnes & Associates, an accounting firm located in Catawba County, has extensive 
experience auditing North Carolina local governments. The proposed audit fee for fiscal year 
2025-26 is $93,215, an increase of $2,715 over the prior fiscal year services, which includes 
compliance services for two major programs. Additional major program fees are $4,500 per program, 
an increase of $250 per program over the prior fiscal year. Due to the number of County programs 
meeting the single audit threshold, the County estimates ten major programs for fiscal year 2025-26.  
The total proposed cost for fiscal year 2025-26 is not to exceed $129,215.  
 
As part of the engagement, Martin Starnes & Associates shall audit all statements and disclosures 
required by generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and additional required legal 
statements and disclosures of all funds and/or divisions of the County. After completing the audit, 
the firm will submit to the Board a written report of audit and furnish the required number of 
copies of the audit report as soon as practical after the close of the accounting period. Martin 
Starnes & Associates will communicate timely and directly to the Board on matters related to the 
financial statement audit that are, in the auditor's professional judgment, significant and relevant 
to the responsibilities of those charged with governance in overseeing the financial reporting 
process. Martin Starnes & Associates has agreed to assign a new audit partner and audit team 
to the engagement.  
 



No appropriation is needed with this approval, as funds were previously budgeted for this purpose. 
 
Recommendation 
The Finance and Personnel Subcommittee recommends the Board of Commissioners approve a 
contract with Martin Starnes & Associates for Fiscal Year 2025-26 auditing services for an amount 
not to exceed $129,215. 
 

 



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /2  

The 

of 

and 

and 

for 

Primary Government Unit, together with DPCU (if applicable), hereinafter referred to as Governmental Unit(s) 

Auditor Name 

Auditor Address 

Hereinafter referred to as Auditor 

hereby agree as follows: 

Must be within  months of FYE 

The Auditor shall audit all statements and disclosures required by U.S. uditing
standards (GAAS) and additional required legal 

statements and disclosures of all funds and/or divisions of the Governmental Unit(s). The non-major combining, 
and individual fund statements and schedules shall be subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the basic financial statements and an opinion shall be rendered in relation to (as applicable) the governmental 
activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate DPCUs, each major governmental and enterprise fund, 
and the aggregate remaining fund information (non-major government and enterprise funds, the internal service 
fund type, and the fiduciary fund types).

Page 1

Governing Board 

Primary Government Unit

Discretely Presented Component Unit (DPCU) (if applicable) 

Fiscal Year Ending  

Board of Commissioners

Catawba County, NC

N/A

Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs. P.A.

730 13th Avenue Drive SE, Hickory NC 28602

06/30/26 12/31/26



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20  

If an entity is determined to be a component of another government as defined by the group audit
standards, the entity’s auditor shall make a good faith effort to comply in a timely manner with the requests of
the group auditor in accordance with AU-6 §600.41 - §600.42.

This contract contemplates an unmodified opinion being rendered. If during the process of conducting
the audit, the Auditor determines that it will not be possible to render an unmodified opinion on the financial
statements of the unit, the Auditor shall contact the LGC taff to discuss the circumstances leading to that
conclusion as soon as is practical and before the final report is issued. The audit shall include such tests of the
accounting records and such other auditing procedures as are considered by the Auditor to be necessary in the
circumstances. Any limitations or restrictions in scope which would lead to a qualification should be fully
explained in an attachment to this contract.

If this audit engagement is subject to the standards for audit as defined in Government Auditing
Standards 201  revision  issued by the Comptroller General of the
United States, then by accepting this engagement, the Auditor warrants that he she has met the
requirements for a peer review and continuing education as specified in Government Auditing Standards. The
Auditor agrees to provide a copy of the most recent peer review report to the Governmental Unit(s) and the
Secretary of the LGC prior to the execution of an audit contract. Subsequent submissions of the report are
required only upon report expiration or upon uditor’s receipt of an updated peer review report. If the audit
firm receive  a peer review rating other than pass, the Auditor shall not contract with the Governmental Unit(s)
without first contacting the Secretary of the LGC for a peer review analysis that may result in additional
contractual requirements.
If the audit engagement is not subject to Government A  Standards or if financial statements are not 
prepared in accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and fail to include all 
disclosures required by GAAP, the Auditor shall provide an explanation as to why in an attachment to this 
contract or in an amendment. 

It is agreed that time is of the essence in this contract. All audits are to be performed  and the report of
audit submitted to LGC aff  within  months of fiscal year end. 

If it becomes necessary to amend th
, an amended contract along with a written explanation of the  shall be submitted to the

Secretary of the LGC for approval.

Page 



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20

t  agencies or other organizations)
as required under the Federal and State Single Audit Act. This does not include fees for
any pre-issuance reviews that may be required by the  Association of 

 (NCACPA) Peer Review Committee or State Board of CPA Examiners (see
 13).

If the Governmental Unit(s) has/have outstanding revenue bonds, the Auditor shall submit to LGC taff,
either in the notes to the audited financial statements or as a separate report, a calculation demonstrating
compliance with the revenue bond rate covenant. Additionally, the Auditor shall submit to LGC taff
simultaneously with the Governmental Unit’s (Units’) audited financial statements any other bond compliance
statements or additional reports required by the authorizing bond documents, unless otherwise specified in the
bond documents.

After completing the audit, the Auditor shall submit to the Governing Board a written report of audit. This
report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: (a) Management’s Discussion and Analysis,
(b) the financial statements and notes of the Governmental Unit(s) and all of its component units prepared in
accordance with GAAP, (c) supplementary information requested by the Governmental Unit(s) or required for full
disclosure under the law, and (d) the Auditor’s opinion on the material presented. The Auditor shall furnish the
required number of copies of the report of audit to the Governing Board upon completion.

I



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. 20

Page 4 



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20

Page  

If an approved contract needs to be modified or amended for any reason, the change shall be made in
writing preaudited if the change includes a change in audit fee (preaudit requirement does not apply to
ospitals). This amended contract shall be completed in full, including a written explanation of the change,

signed and dated by all original parties to the contract. It shall then be submitted to the Secretary of the LGC for
approval. No change to the audit contract shall be effective unless approved by the Secretary of the LGC.

A copy of the engagement letter, issued by the Auditor and signed by both the Auditor and the
Governmental Unit(s), shall be attached to this contract, and except for fees, work, and terms not related to audit
services, shall be incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein as part of this contract. In case of conflict
between the terms of the engagement letter and the terms of this contract, the terms of this contract shall take
precedence. Engagement letter terms that conflict with the contract are deemed to be void unless the conflicting
terms of this contract are specifically deleted in   of this contract. Engagement letters containing
indemnification clauses shall not be accepted by LGC Staff.

Special provisions should be limited. Please list any special provisions in an attachment.

A separate contract should not be made for each division to be audited or report to be submitted. If a
DPCU is subject to the audit requirements detailed in he Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act and
a separate audit report is issued, a separate audit contract is required. If a separate report is not to be issued
and the DPCU is included in the primary government audit, the DPCU shall be named along with the p
government on this audit contract. DPCU Board approval date, signatures from the DPCU Board chairman and

inance fficer also shall be included on this contract.

The contract shall be executed, preaudited (preaudit requirement does not apply to hospitals) and
physically signed by all parties including Governmental Unit(s) and the Auditor, then submitted in PDF format to
the Secretary of the LGC.

The contract is not valid until it is approved by the Secretary of the LGC. The staff of the LGC shall notify
the Governmental Unit and Auditor of contract approval by email. The audit should not be started before the
contract is approved.

Retention of Client Records: Auditors are subject to the NC State Board of CPA Examiners’ Retention of
Client Records Rule 21 NCAC 08N .0305 as it relates to the provision of audit and other attest services, as well
as non-attest services. Clients and former clients should be familiar with the requirements of this rule prior to
requesting the return of records.



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20  

Page  

E-Verify. Auditor shall comply with the requirements of NCGS Chapter 64 Article 2. Further, if 
Auditor utilizes any subcontractor(s), Auditor shall require such subcontractor(s) to comply with the
requirements of NCGS Chapter 64, Article 2.

or all non-attest services, the Auditor shall adhere to the independence rules of the AICPA
Professional Code of Conduct and  (as applicable).

inancial statement shall be deemed a “significant threat” requiring the Auditor to
apply safeguards sufficient to reduce the threat to an acceptable level. If the Auditor cannot reduce the threats
to an acceptable level, the Auditor cannot complete the audit. If the Auditor is able to reduce the threats to an
acceptable level, the documentation of this determination, including the safeguards applied, must be included
in the audit workpapers.

All non-attest service(s) being performed by the Auditor that are necessary to perform the audit must be
identified and included in this contract. The Governmental Unit shall designate an individual with the suitable
skills, knowledge, and/or experience (SKE) necessary to oversee the services and accept responsibility for
the results of the services performed. If the Auditor is able to identify an individual with the appropriate SKE,

 must document and include in the audit workpapers how  reached that conclusion. If 
the Auditor determines that an individual with the appropriate SKE cannot be identified, the Auditor cannot 
perform both the non-attest service(s) and the audit. See "Fees for Audit Services" page of this contract to 
disclose the person identified as having the appropriate SKE for the Governmental Unit.



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20  

The process for submitting contracts, audit reports and invoices is subject to change. Auditors and
nits should use the submission process and instructions in effect at the time of submission. Refer to the

N.C. Department of State Treasurer website at 

Page  



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20

FEES FOR AUDIT SERVICES 

1. For all non-attest services, the Auditor shall adhere to the independence rules of the AICPA Professional
Code of Conduct (as applicable) and Government Auditing Standards,2018 Revision. Refer to 
2  of this contract for specific requirements. The following information must be provided by the Auditor;
contracts presented to the LGC without his information will be not be approved.
Financial statements were prepared by: Auditor Governmental Unit Third Party 

If applicable: ndividual at Governmental Unit designated to have the suitable skills, knowledge, 
and/or experience (SKE) necessary to oversee the non-attest  services  and  accept  responsibility  for  the 
results of these services:      
 Name:   Title :    Email Address: 

Fees may not be included in this contract for work performed on Annual Financial Information Reports
(AFIRs), Form 990s, or other services not associated with audit fees and costs. Such fees may be included in the
engagement letter but may not be included in this contract or in any invoices requiring approval of the LGC. See

 8  for details on other allowable and excluded fees.

Prior to submission of the completed audited financial report  applicable compliance reports
  (if required) the Auditor may submit invoices for approval

for services rendered , not to exceed 75% of the billings
 All invoices for services rendered in an

audit engagement as defined in 20 NCAC .0503 shall be submitted to the  for approval
before any payment is made. Payment before approval is a violation of law. (This  not applicable to
contracts

 

Audit Fee  $ 
Fee per Major Program $ 

inancial Statement $ 
All Other Non-Attest Services $ 

 

Audit Fee  $ 
Fee per Major Program $ 

Financial Statement  $ 

All Other Non-Attest Services $ 

Page  

  

 $ 

 $ 

✔

Mary Morrison, CPA Chief Financial Officer, Catawba County mmorrison@catawbacountync.gov

Catawba County, NC

93,215 (includes single audit for up to 2 programs)
4,500 per major program in excess of 2

129,215 (includes 10 major programs)

N/A



LGC-205 CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS Rev.

Page

SIGNATURE PAGE

AUDIT FIRM

Audit Firm

Authorized Firm Representative (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT

Governmental Unit

Date Governing Board Approved Audit Contract

Mayor/Chairperson (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or “NA”) Signature

Date Email Address

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT – PREAUDIT CERTIFICAT

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1)

This instrument has been preaudited in the manner required by The Local Government Budget and Fiscal
Control Act or by he School Budget and Fiscal Control Act. 

Primary Governmental Unit Finance Officer (typed or printed) Signature

Date of Pre udit Certificate Email Address

ess

Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs. P.A.

Amber Y. McGhinnis

03/17/26  amcghinnis@msa.cpa

Catawba County, NC

 C. Randall Isenhower, Chair

 risenhower@catawbacountync.gov

N/A

129,215 (includes 10 major programs)

 Mary Morrison, CPA, Chief Financial Officer

 mmorrison@catawbacountync.gov



LGC-205 CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS Rev. /20

Page

SIGNATURE PAGE – DPCU
(complete only if applicable)

DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNIT

DPCU

Date DPCU Governing Board Approved Audit Contract

Chairperson (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or “NA”) Signature

Date Email Address

DPCU – PREAUDIT CERTIFICATE

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1

This instrument has been preaudited in the manner required by The Local Government Budget and Fiscal
Control Act or by he School Budget and Fiscal Control Act.

 Finance Officer (typed or printed) Signature

Date of Pre udit Certificate Email Address

S

N/A

N/A

N/A

PRINT



deandorton.com

Report on the Firm’s System of Quality Control

To the Shareholders of Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. and the 
Peer Review Committee, Coastal Peer Review, Inc.

We have reviewed the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of Martin Starnes & 
Associates, CPAs, P.A. (the firm) in effect for the year ended December 31, 2023. Our peer review was conducted 
in accordance with the Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews established by the Peer Review 
Board of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (Standards). 

A summary of the nature, objectives, scope, limitations of, and the procedures performed in a System Review as 
described in the Standards may be found at www.aicpa.org/prsummary. The summary also includes an explanation 
of how engagements identified as not performed or reported in conformity with applicable professional standards, if 
any, are evaluated by a peer reviewer to determine a peer review rating.  

Firm’s Responsibility
The firm is responsible for designing a system of quality control and complying with it to provide the firm with 
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional standards in all 
material respects. The firm is also responsible for evaluating actions to promptly remediate engagements deemed
as not performed or reported in conformity with professional standards, when appropriate, and for remediating 
weaknesses in its system of quality control, if any.

Peer Reviewer’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the design of the system of quality control and the firm’s compliance 
therewith based on our review. 

Required Selections and Considerations
Engagements selected for review included engagements performed under Government Auditing Standards, 
including  compliance audits under the Single Audit Act and an audit of an employee benefit plan.  

As part of our peer review, we considered reviews by regulatory entities as communicated by the firm, if applicable, 
in determining the nature and extent of our procedures.

Opinion
In our opinion, the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of Martin Starnes & Associates, 
CPAs, P.A. in effect for the year ended December 31, 2023, has been suitably designed and complied with to 
provide the firm with reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional 
standards in all material respects. Firms can receive a rating of pass, pass with deficiency(ies) or fail. Martin 
Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. has received a peer review rating of pass.

Dean Dorton Allen Ford, PLLC
May 10, 2024 
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March 17, 2026 
 
 
Mary Morrison, CPA, Chief Financial Officer 
Catawba County 
PO Box 389 
Newton, NC 28658-0389 
 
 
Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. (“we”) are pleased to provide Catawba County (the “County,” 
“you” or “your”) with the professional services described below. Please read this letter, and any other 
attachments incorporated herein (collectively, “Agreement”). This Agreement details the nature and 
limitations of the services we will provide, the terms of our engagement and each party’s responsibilities. 
 
Engagement Objective and Scope 
 
We will audit the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the 
aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of Catawba County, NC, as of June 30, 2026, and for the year then ended, and the related notes 
to the financial statements, which collectively comprise Catawba County’s basic financial statements as 
listed in the table of contents.  
 
In addition, we will audit the entity’s compliance over major federal and state award programs for the period 
ended June 30, 2026. We are pleased to confirm our acceptance and our understanding of this audit 
engagement by means of this letter. Our audits will be conducted with the objectives of our expressing an 
opinion on each opinion unit and an opinion on compliance regarding the entity’s major federal and state 
award programs.  The objectives of our audit of the financial statements are to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud 
or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 
assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAS) and in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if there is a 
substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a 
reasonable user based on the financial statements.  
 
The objectives of our compliance audit are to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to form an opinion 
and report at the level specified in the governmental audit requirement about whether the entity complied 
in all material respects with the applicable compliance requirements and identify audit and reporting 
requirements specified in the governmental audit requirement that are supplementary to GAAS and 
Government Auditing Standards, if any, and perform procedures to address those requirements. 
 
 

http://www.martinstarnes.com/
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Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that certain 
supplementary information be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, 
although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial 
statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. As part of our engagement, we 
will apply certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information (RSI) in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. These limited procedures will consist 
primarily of inquiries of management regarding their methods of measurement and presentation, and 
comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries. We will not 
express an opinion or provide any form of assurance on the RSI. The following RSI is required by 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. This RSI will be subjected to 
certain limited procedures but will not be audited: 
 

• Management’s Discussion and Analysis 
• Budgetary comparison info and related notes to RSI 
• Law Enforcement Officers’ Special Separation Allowance schedules 
• Other Post-Employment Benefits’ schedules 
• Local Governmental Employees’ Retirement System’s schedules 
• Register of Deeds’ Supplemental Pension Fund schedules 

 
Supplementary information other than RSI will accompany Catawba County’s basic financial statements. 
We will subject the following supplementary information to the auditing procedures applied in our audit of 
the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling the 
supplementary information to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statements or to the financial statements themselves, and additional procedures in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America. We intend to provide an opinion on the 
following supplementary information in relation to the financial statements as a whole: 
 

• Combining and individual fund financial statements 
• Budget and actual schedules 
• Supplemental ad valorem tax schedules 
• Other schedules 
• Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards 

 
We will read the introductory section and statistical section accompanying the financial statements and 
consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the other information and the basic financial 
statements. In addition, we will remain alert for indications that a material inconsistency exists between the 
other information and knowledge obtained in the audit, or if such information contains a material 
misstatement of fact or is otherwise misleading. If based on the work performed, we conclude that an 
uncorrected material misstatement of the other information exists, we are required to describe it in our 
report. 
 
This engagement letter documents the agreed-upon terms of the audit in accordance with AU-C section 
210.  In accordance with AU-C section 935, the provisions of AU-C section 210 have been adapted and 
applied to meet the objectives of a compliance audit under the Uniform Guidance. 
 
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards 
 
We will subject the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards to the auditing procedures 
applied in our audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing 
and reconciling the schedule to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statements or to the financial statements themselves, and additional procedures in accordance with auditing 
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standards generally accepted in the United States of America. We intend to provide an opinion on whether 
the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards is presented fairly in all material respects in 
relation to the financial statements as a whole. 
 
Data Collection Form  
 
Prior to the completion of our engagement, we will complete the sections of the Data Collection Form that 
are our responsibility. The form will summarize our audit findings, amounts and conclusions. It is 
management’s responsibility to submit a reporting package including financial statements, Schedule of 
Expenditures of Federal and State Awards, summary schedule of prior audit findings and corrective action 
plan along with the Data Collection Form to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse. The financial reporting 
package must be text searchable, unencrypted, and unlocked. Otherwise, the reporting package will not be 
accepted by the Federal Audit Clearinghouse. We will assist you in the electronic submission and 
certification. You may request from us copies of our report for you to include with the reporting package 
submitted to pass-through entities.  
 
The Data Collection Form is required to be submitted within the earlier of 30 days after receipt of our 
auditors’ reports or nine months after the end of the audit period, unless specifically waived by a federal 
cognizant or oversight agency for audits. Data Collection Forms submitted untimely are one of the factors 
in assessing programs at a higher risk. 
 
Audit of the Financial Statements 
 
We will conduct our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America (U.S. GAAS), the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States of America; the audit requirements of 
Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) and the State Single Audit 
Implementation Act.  As part of an audit of financial statements in accordance with GAAS and in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgment and maintain 
professional skepticism throughout the audit.  We also: 
 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit 
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, 
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override 
of internal controls. 

• May include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded in the accounts, 
tests of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of receivables and certain 
other assets and liabilities by correspondence with selected customers, creditors, financial 
institutions, and other third parties as part of our audit procedures. We also may request written 
representations from your attorneys on litigation, claims, and assessments as part of the 
engagement, and they may bill you for responding to our inquiries. At the conclusion of our audit, 
we also will require certain written representations from management made during the audit about 
the financial statements and related matters. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate 
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
entity’s internal control. However, we will communicate to you in writing concerning any 
significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal control relevant to the audit of the 
financial statements that we have identified during the audit. 
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• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements, including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the 
underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.  

• Conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events, considered 
in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about Catawba County’s ability to continue as a going 
concern for a reasonable period of time. 

 
We may advise management about appropriate accounting principles and their application, and we may 
assist in the assembly of your financial statements. However, management has the final responsibility for 
the selection and application of accounting policies and the fair presentation of financial statements that 
reflect the nature and operation of Catawba County.  
 
We plan to obtain and place reliance on the report of other auditors for the Catawba Valley Medical Center 
and the Catawba County ABC Board, discretely presented component units of the County, assuming that 
our communications with the other auditors and review of their audit reports and the financial statements 
of the Catawba Valley Medical Center and the Catawba County ABC Board provide sufficient and 
appropriate audit evidence on which to base our opinion on the discretely presented component units. 
 
Although we are currently in the planning stage of our audit, we have identified the following significant 
risks during our audit to date that require special audit consideration: 

• Improper revenue recognition is considered a fraud and significant risk according to GAAS 
• Management override of controls (including journal entries and budget amendments) is considered 

a fraud and significant risk according to GAAS 
 

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal control, 
and because we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is an unavoidable risk that 
some material misstatements or noncompliance may not be detected by us, even though the audit is properly 
planned and performed in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards.  In addition, an 
audit is not designed to detect immaterial misstatements or violations of laws or governmental regulations 
that do not have a direct and material effect on the financial statements or on major programs. However, 
we will inform the appropriate level of management of any material errors, any fraudulent financial 
reporting or misappropriation of assets that come to our attention. We will also inform the appropriate level 
of management of any violations of laws or governmental regulations that come to our attention, unless 
clearly inconsequential. We will include such matters in the reports required for a Single Audit. Our 
responsibility as auditors is limited to the period covered by our audit and does not extend to any later 
periods for which we are not engaged as auditors. 
 
Audit of Major Program Compliance 
 
Our audit of Catawba County’s major federal and state award program(s) compliance will be conducted in 
accordance with the requirements of the Single Audit Act, as amended, the Uniform Guidance, and the 
State Single Audit Implementation Act, and will include tests of accounting records, a determination of 
major programs in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and the State Single Audit Implementation Act 
and other procedures we consider necessary to enable us to express such an opinion on major federal and 
state award program compliance and to render the required reports. We cannot provide assurance that an 
unmodified opinion on compliance will be expressed. Circumstances may arise in which it is necessary for 
us to modify our opinion or withdraw from the engagement. 
 
The objective of a compliance audit under the Uniform Guidance and the State Single Audit Implementation 
Act is to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the entity complied in all material respects with the 
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applicable compliance requirements for each of its major federal programs and to express an opinion on the 
entity’s compliance based on the audit. 
 
The Uniform Guidance and the State Single Audit Implementation Act require that we also plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with applicable 
laws and regulations, the provisions of contracts and grant agreements applicable to major federal and state 
award programs, and the applicable compliance requirements occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and 
express an opinion on the entity’s compliance based on the audit.  Reasonable assurance is a high level of 
assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, the Uniform Guidance, and the State Single 
Audit Implementation Act will always detect material noncompliance when it exists.  The risk of not 
detecting material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud 
may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal 
control.  Noncompliance with the compliance requirements is considered material if there is a substantial 
likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user 
of the report on compliance about the entity’s compliance with the requirements of the federal or state 
programs as a whole. 
 
As part of a compliance audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we exercise 
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also identify and 
assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit 
procedures responsive to those risks.  
 
Our procedures will consist of determining major federal and state programs and, performing the applicable 
procedures described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget OMB Compliance Supplement for the 
types of compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of the entity’s major 
programs, and performing such other procedures as we consider necessary in the circumstances. The 
purpose of those procedures will be to express an opinion on the entity’s compliance with requirements 
applicable to each of its major programs in our report on compliance issued pursuant to the Uniform 
Guidance and the State Single Audit Implementation Act. 
 
Also, as required by the Uniform Guidance and the State Single Audit Implementation Act, we will obtain 
an understanding of the entity’s internal control over compliance relevant to the audit in order to design and 
perform tests of controls to evaluate the effectiveness of the design and operation of controls that we 
consider relevant to preventing or detecting material noncompliance with compliance requirements 
applicable to each of the entity’s major federal and state award programs. Our tests will be less in scope 
than would be necessary to render an opinion on these controls and, accordingly, no opinion will be 
expressed in our report.  However, we will communicate to management and those charged with 
governance, regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the compliance audit and any 
significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in internal control over compliance that we have identified 
during the audit. 
 
We will issue a report on compliance that will include an opinion or disclaimer of opinion regarding the 
entity’s major federal and state award programs, and a report on internal controls over compliance that will 
report any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses identified; however, such report will not express 
an opinion on internal control. 
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Management’s Responsibilities 
 
Our audit will be conducted on the basis that management and, when appropriate, those charged with 
governance, acknowledge and understand that they have responsibility: 
 

1. For the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America; 

2. For the design, implementation, and maintenance of the system of internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error; 

3. For the prevention and detection of fraud, including the design and implementation of programs 
and controls to prevent and detect fraud; 

4. For identifying, in its accounts, all federal and state awards received and expended during the period 
and the federal and State programs under which they were received; 

5. For maintaining records that adequately identify the source and application of funds for federal and 
state funded activities; 

6. For preparing the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards (including notes and 
noncash assistance received) in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit 
Implementation Act; 

7. For designing, implementing, and maintaining effective internal control over federal and state 
awards that provides reasonable assurance that the entity is managing federal and state awards in 
compliance with federal and state statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal 
and state awards; 

8. For identifying and ensuring that the entity complies with federal and state laws, statutes, 
regulations, rules, provisions of contracts or grant agreements, and the terms and conditions of 
federal and state award programs, and implementing systems designed to achieve compliance with 
applicable federal and state statutes, regulations and the terms and conditions of federal and state 
award programs;  

9. For disclosing accurately, currently and completely the financial results of each federal and state 
award in accordance with the requirements of the award; 

10. For identifying and providing report copies of previous audits, attestation engagements, or other 
studies that directly relate to the objectives of the audit, including whether related recommendations 
have been implemented; 

11. For taking prompt action when instances of noncompliance are identified; 
12. For addressing the findings and recommendations of auditors, for establishing and maintaining a 

process to track the status of such findings and recommendations and taking corrective action on 
reported audit findings from prior periods and preparing a summary schedule of prior audit 
findings; 

13. For following up and taking corrective action on current year audit findings and preparing a 
corrective action plan for such findings; 

14. For submitting the reporting package and data collection form to the appropriate parties;  
15. For making the auditor aware of any significant contractor relationships where the contractor is 

responsible for program compliance; 
16. To provide us with: 

a. Access to all information of which management is aware that is relevant to the preparation and 
fair presentation of the financial statements including the disclosures, and relevant to federal 
and state award programs, such as records, documentation, and other matters; 

b. Additional information that we may request from management for the purpose of the audit; 
c. Unrestricted access to persons within the entity from whom we determine it necessary to obtain 

audit evidence. 
d. A written acknowledgement of all the documents that management expects to issue that will 

be included in the annual report and the planned timing and method of issuance of that annual 
report (if applicable); and 



 

 
Page 7 of 18 

e. A final version of the annual report (including all the documents that, together, comprise the 
annual report) in a timely manner prior to the date of the auditor’s report (if applicable). 

17. For adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements and confirming to us in the 
management representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected misstatements aggregated by 
us during the current engagement and pertaining to the current year or period(s) under audit are 
immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements as a whole;  

18. For acceptance of nonattest services, including identifying the proper party to oversee nonattest 
work; 

19. For maintaining adequate records, selecting and applying accounting principles, and safeguarding 
assets;  

20. For informing us of any known or suspected fraud affecting the entity involving management, 
employees with significant roles in the system of internal control and others where fraud could have 
a material effect on the financials and/or compliance; 

21. For the accuracy and completeness of all information provided; 
22. For taking reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally identifiable and other sensitive 

information, records and documentation; 
23. For informing us of any events encountered subsequent to the period under audit that may require 

adjustment to or note disclosure in the financial statements; and 
24. For confirming your understanding of your responsibilities as defined in this letter to us in your 

management representation letter. 
 

With regard to the supplementary information referred to above, you acknowledge and understand your 
responsibility (a) for the preparation of the supplementary information in accordance with the applicable 
criteria, (b) to provide us with the appropriate written representations regarding supplementary information, 
(c) to include our report on the supplementary information in any document that contains the supplementary 
information and that indicates that we have reported on such supplementary information, and (d) to present 
the supplementary information with the audited basic financial statements, or if the supplementary 
information will not be presented with the audited basic financial statements, to make the audited basic 
financial statements readily available to the intended users of the supplementary information no later than 
the date of issuance by you of the supplementary information and our report thereon.  
 
With regard to the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards referred to above, you 
acknowledge and understand your responsibility (a) for the preparation of the Schedule of Expenditures of 
Federal and State Awards in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and the State Single Audit 
Implementation Act, (b) to provide us with the appropriate written representations regarding the Schedule 
of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards, (c) to include our report on the Schedule of Expenditures of 
Federal and State Awards in any document that contains the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State 
Awards and that indicates that we have reported on such schedule, and (d) to present the Schedule of 
Expenditures of Federal and State Awards with the audited financial statements, or if the schedule will not 
be presented with the audited financial statements, to make the audited basic financial statements readily 
available to the intended users of the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal and State Awards no later than 
the date of issuance by you of the schedule and our report thereon.  
 
As part of our audit process, we will request from management and, when appropriate, those charged with 
governance, written confirmation concerning representations made to us in connection with the audit.   
 
We understand that your employees will prepare all confirmations we request and will locate any documents 
or invoices selected by us for testing. 
 
You agree to inform us of facts that may affect the financial statements of which you may become aware 
during the period from the date of the auditor’s report to the date the financial statements are issued. 
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Limitations of the Audit Report 
 
Should the County wish to include or incorporate by reference these financial statements and our report 
thereon into any other document at some future date, we will consider granting permission to include our 
report into another such document at the time of the request. However, we may be required by generally 
accepted auditing standards (GAAS) to perform certain procedures before we can give our permission to 
include our report in another document such as an annual report, private placement, regulator filing, official 
statement, offering of debt securities, etc. You agree that the County will not include or incorporate by 
reference these financial statements and our report thereon, or our report into any other document without 
our prior written permission. In addition, to avoid unnecessary delay or misunderstandings, it is important 
to provide us with timely notice of your intention to issue any such document. 
 
Nonattest Services 
 
We will perform the following nonattest services: 

• Preparation of auditor portions of Data Collection Form 
• Clerical services 

 
We will not assume management responsibilities on behalf of Catawba County.  However, we will provide 
advice and recommendations to assist management of Catawba County in performing its responsibilities. 
 
Catawba County’s management is responsible for (a) making all management decisions and performing all 
management functions; (b) assigning a competent individual to oversee the services; (c) evaluating the 
adequacy of the services performed; (d) evaluating and accepting responsibility for the results of the 
services performed; and (e) designing, implementing, and maintaining the system of internal control, 
including the process used to monitor the system of internal control. 
 
Our responsibilities and limitations of the nonattest services are as follows: 

• We will perform the services in accordance with applicable professional standards. 
• The nonattest services are limited to the services previously outlined.  Our firm, in its sole 

professional judgment, reserves the right to refuse to do any procedure or take any action that could 
be construed as making management decisions or assuming management responsibilities, including 
determining account coding and approving journal entries.   
 

Government Auditing Standards require that we document an assessment of the skills, knowledge, and 
experience of management, should we participate in any form of preparation of the basic financial 
statements and related schedules or disclosures as these actions are deemed a non-audit service. 
 
You may request that we perform additional services not contemplated in this engagement letter. If this 
occurs, we will communicate with you regarding the scope and estimated cost of these additional services. 
Engagements for additional services may necessitate that we amend the Agreement or issue a separate 
agreement to reflect the obligations of all parties. In the absence of any other written communications from 
us documenting additional services, our services will be limited to and governed by the terms of this 
Agreement. 
 
Reporting  
 
We will issue a written report upon completion of our audit of Catawba County’s basic financial statements. 
Our report will be addressed to the governing body of Catawba County. Circumstances may arise in which 
our report may differ from its expected form and content based on the results of our audit. Depending on 
the nature of these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to modify our opinions, add an emphasis-of-
matter or other-matter paragraph(s) to our auditor’s report, or if necessary, withdraw from the engagement. 
If our opinions on the basic financial statements are other than unmodified, we will discuss the reasons with 
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you in advance. If, for any reason, we are unable to complete the audit or are unable to form or have not 
formed opinions, we may decline to express opinions or to issue a report as a result of this engagement.  
 
In accordance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, we will also issue a written report 
describing the scope of our testing over internal control over financial reporting and over compliance with 
laws, regulations, and provisions of grants and contracts, including the results of that testing. However, 
providing an opinion on internal control and compliance over financial reporting will not be an objective 
of the audit and, therefore, no such opinion will be expressed. 
 
In accordance with the Uniform Guidance, we will issue (1) a report on compliance for each major program 
and (2) a report on internal control over compliance.  These reports are intended solely for the information 
and use of management, those charged with governance, federal awarding agencies, pass-through entities, 
and oversight bodies, and are not intended to be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 
We will provide copies of our reports to the County.  However, management is responsible for distribution 
of the reports and financial statements.  Unless restricted by law or regulation, or containing privileged and 
confidential information, copies of our reports are to be made available for public inspection. 
 
We also are responsible for communicating with the County’s management or those charged with 
governance our audit responsibility under GAAS, an overview of the planned scope and timing of the audit 
including significant risks identified by us, significant issues or findings from the audit, including our views 
about the qualitative aspects of Catawba County’s significant accounting practices, significant unusual 
transactions, significant difficulties encountered during the audit, disagreements with management, difficult 
or contentious matters for which we consulted outside the engagement team and that are, in our professional 
judgement, relevant to those charged with governance, uncorrected and corrected misstatements, and other 
findings or issues arising from the audit that are, in our professional judgment, significant and relevant to 
those charged with governance.  
 
During the course of the audit, we may observe opportunities for economy in, or improved controls over, 
your operations. We will bring such matters to the attention of the appropriate level of management, either 
orally or in writing.  
 
Electronic Transmittals 
 
During the course of the engagement, we may communicate with you or your personnel via fax or e-mail, 
and you should be aware that communication in those mediums contains a risk of misdirected or intercepted 
communications. 
 
If you intend to publish or otherwise reproduce the basic financial statements and make reference to our 
firm, you agree to provide us with printers’ proofs or masters for our review and approval before printing.  
You also agree to provide us with a copy of the final reproduced material for our approval before it is 
distributed. 
 
Regarding the electronic dissemination of audited financial statements, including financial statements 
published electronically on your Internet website, you understand that electronic sites are a means to 
distribute information and, therefore, we are not required to read the information contained in these sites or 
to consider the consistency of other information in the electronic site with the original document. 
 
Professional standards prohibit us from being the sole host and/or the sole storage for your financial and 
non-financial data. As such, it is your responsibility to maintain your original data and records and we 
cannot be responsible to maintain such original information. By signing this engagement letter, you affirm 
that you have all the data and records required to make your books and records complete. 
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During the course of the engagement, a portal will be in place for information to be shared, but not 
stored.   Our policy is to terminate access to this portal after one year.  The County is responsible for data 
backup for business continuity and disaster recovery, and our workpaper documentation is not to be used 
for these purposes.  
 
If you decide to transmit your confidential information to us in a manner other than a secure portal, you 
accept responsibility for any and all unauthorized access to your confidential information. If you request 
that we transmit confidential information to you in a manner other than a secure portal, you agree that we 
are not responsible for any liability, including but not limited to, (a) any loss or damage of any nature, 
whether direct or indirect, that may arise as a result of our sending confidential information in a manner 
other than a secure portal, and (b) any loss arising as a result of any virus being passed on or with, or arising 
from any alteration of, any email message. 
 
Timing of Engagement  
 
We expect to begin our services at a time mutually determined by you and Martin Starnes & Associates, 
CPAs, P.A. and after receipt of this executed Agreement and all documents requested by our office. The 
timing of our work is dependent upon the timely receipt of the information we request from you, including 
timely responses to any questions we may ask.  
Our services under this Agreement will conclude at the earlier of: 

• issuance of the deliverable outlined in this Agreement; 
• written notification by either party that the Agreement is terminated 

 
Provisions of Engagement Administration and Fees  
 
Tonya Coffey is the engagement partner for the audit services specified in this letter. The engagement 
partner’s responsibilities include supervising Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.’s services 
performed as part of this engagement and signing or authorizing another qualified firm representative to 
sign the audit report.  To ensure that our independence is not impaired under the AICPA Code of 
Professional Conduct, you agree to inform the engagement partner before entering into any substantive 
employment discussions with any of our personnel. 
 
The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. 
and constitutes confidential information. However, we may be requested to make certain audit 
documentation available to the Local Government Commission, Office of the State Auditor, federal or state 
agencies and the U.S. Government Accountability Office pursuant to authority given to it by law or 
regulation, or to peer reviewers. If requested, access to such audit documentation will be provided under 
the supervision of Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.’s personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we 
may provide copies of selected audit documentation to these agencies and regulators. The regulators and 
agencies may intend, or decide, to distribute the copies of information contained therein to others, including 
other governmental agencies.  
 
Our fees for these services are as follows: 
 
Audit Fee (includes up to 2 major programs) 93,215$        

Additional Fees:
Charge per major program in excess of 2 4,500$           
 
Please note that the fees above include up to 2 major programs, as indicated.  The “total amount not to 
exceed” listed on the audit contract includes up to 10 major programs.  If the total number of major programs 
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exceeds 10 and the “total amount not to exceed” needs to be increased, we will prepare an amended contract 
to include the fees necessary based on the per program amount listed as additional fees above. 
 
As part of the base audit fee above, we will provide 12 printed copies of the compliance reports and related 
documents. Additional printed copies may be requested.  However, such requests will incur a supplemental 
fee at our standard reproduction and handling rate in effect at the time of the request. 
 
Our invoices for these fees will be rendered in four installments as work progresses and are payable upon 
presentation. The County agrees to pay all cost of collection (including reasonable attorney fees) that the 
Firm may incur in connection with the collection of unpaid invoices. In accordance with our firm policies, 
work may be suspended if your account becomes overdue and may not be resumed until your account is 
paid in full.  If we elect to terminate our services for non-payment, our engagement will be deemed to have 
been completed upon written notification of termination, even if we have not completed our reports.  You 
will be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all out-of-pocket costs 
through the date of termination. In the event that work is discontinued, either temporarily or permanently, 
as a result of delinquent or non-payment, we shall not be liable for any loss you may incur as a result of the 
work stoppage, including penalties and interest. In such cases, you assume all risk associated with your 
failure to meet any governmental or other deadlines. 
 
We will notify you immediately of any circumstances we encounter that could significantly affect this initial 
fee estimate. Whenever possible, we will attempt to use Catawba County’s personnel to assist in the 
preparation of schedules and analyses of accounts. This effort could substantially reduce our time 
requirements and facilitate the timely conclusion of the audit.  Further, we will be available during the year 
to consult with you on financial management and accounting matters of a routine nature.   
 
We want our clients to receive the maximum value for our professional services and to perceive that our 
fees are reasonable and fair. In working to provide you with such value, we find there are certain 
circumstances that can cause us to perform work in excess of that contemplated in our fee estimate.  
 
Following are some of the more common reasons for potential supplemental billings: 
 
Changing Laws and Regulations 
 
There are many governmental and rule-making boards that regularly add or change their requirements. 
Although we attempt to plan our work to anticipate the requirements that will affect our engagement, there 
are times when this is not possible.  We will discuss these situations with you at the earliest possible time 
in order to make the necessary adjustments and amendments in our engagement. 
 
The estimated fees are based on auditing and accounting standards effective as of the date of this 
engagement letter and known to apply to the County at this time. Unless otherwise indicated, estimated fees 
do not include any time related to the application of new auditing or accounting standards that impact the 
County for the first time.  
 
Incorrect Accounting Methods or Errors in Client Records 
 
We base our fee estimates on the expectation that client accounting records are in order so that our work 
can be completed using our standard testing and accounting procedures. However, should we find numerous 
errors, incomplete records, or the application of incorrect accounting methods, we will have to perform 
additional work to make the corrections and reflect those changes in the financial statements. If, for any 
reason, the County is unable to provide such schedules, information, and assistance, the Firm and the 
County will mutually revise the fee to reflect additional services, if any, required of us to achieve these 
objectives. 
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Failure to Prepare for the Engagement 
 
In an effort to minimize your fees, we assign you the responsibility for the preparation of schedules and 
documents needed for the engagement. We also discuss matters such as availability of your key personnel, 
deadlines, and work space. If your personnel are unable, for whatever reasons, to provide these items as 
previously agreed upon, it might substantially increase the work we must do to complete the engagement 
within the scheduled time.  
 
Starting and Stopping Our Work 
 
If we must withdraw our staff or accommodate the County’s requested scheduling change because of the 
condition of the client's records, or the failure to provide agreed upon items within the established timeline 
for the engagement, we will not be able to perform our work in a timely, efficient manner, as established 
by our engagement plan. This will result in additional fees, as we must reschedule our personnel and incur 
additional start-up costs.  
 
Assistance with Financial Statement Drafting  

 
Your personnel is responsible for drafting the financial statements and related notes and the Schedule of 
Expenditures of Federal and State Awards.  Upon completion of the drafted financial statements, we will 
review them and return them to you with suggested revisions.  If more than two reviews or additional 
assistance are needed to make those revisions, this will result in additional fees based on standard hourly 
rates. 
 
Our fees are based on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that unexpected 
circumstances will not be encountered during the audit.  If significant additional time is necessary, we will 
discuss it with you and arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur the additional costs. Our fees for such 
services range from $90-$450 per hour. 
  
Non-Solicitation of Employees and Independent Contractors 
 
During the term of this engagement and for a period of eighteen (18) months after the end of this 
engagement, for whatever reason, you agree that you shall not, directly or indirectly: (i) solicit or attempt 
to solicit for employment or for engagement as an independent contractor, any of our employees or 
independent contractors; or (ii) solicit, encourage, or induce, or attempt to solicit, encourage, or induce, any 
of our employees or independent contractors to leave the employment of Martin Starnes & Associates, 
CPAs, P.A. or terminate their relationship with Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.  For the avoidance 
of doubt, general advertisements for employment shall not be deemed a violation of this paragraph. 
 
You agree that we invest a large amount of capital and resources to ensure that our employees and 
independent contractors deliver the highest level of service in our industry.  You also agree that the cost of 
recruiting and hiring qualified individuals to replace our employees or independent contractors would be a 
lengthy and expensive process.  You therefore agree that your violation of the non-solicitation provision 
above will result in economic damages that are difficult to ascertain and that, in the event of a breach of the 
non-solicitation provision above, you will pay to Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. a fee equal to 
One Hundred Percent (100%) of the employee’s or independent contractor’s annual rate of compensation 
at the time their relationship with us ends. 
 
You further agree that your breach or threatened breach of the non-solicitation provision above would result 
in irreparable loss and injury to us.  You agree that, in addition to all other remedies provided at law or 
equity, we shall be entitled to a temporary restraining order and preliminary and permanent injunctive relief 
in the event of a breach or threatened breach of the non-solicitation provision above, and you hereby waive 
any requirement that we post any bond in connection with obtaining such restraining order and/or injunctive 
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relief.  We shall be entitled to a restraining order and/or injunctive relief without regard to whether we can 
demonstrate that we have suffered actual damages or economic loss as a result of the breach or threatened 
breach of the non-solicitation provision.   
 
Termination and Withdrawal 
 
Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time and for any reason. If this Agreement is terminated 
before services are completed, you agree to pay all fees and expenses we incur through the effective date 
of termination. 
 
Proprietary Information 
 
You acknowledge that proprietary information, documents, materials, management techniques and other 
intellectual property are a material source of the services we perform and were developed prior to our 
association with you. Any new forms, software, documents or intellectual property we develop during this 
engagement for your use shall belong to us, and you shall have the limited right to use them solely within 
your business. All reports, templates, manuals, forms, checklists, questionnaires, letters, agreements and 
other documents which we make available to you are confidential and proprietary to us. Neither you, nor 
any of your agents, will copy, electronically store, reproduce or make available to anyone other than your 
personnel, any such documents. This provision will apply to all materials whether in digital, “hard copy” 
format or other medium. 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
 
If we, in our sole discretion, believe a conflict of interest has arisen affecting our ability to deliver services 
to you in accordance with either the ethical standards of our firm or the ethical standards of our profession, 
we may be required to terminate our services without issuing our work product. 
 
Third-Party Service Providers or Subcontractors 
 
We may use third-party service providers, subcontractors, commercially available artificial intelligence, or 
software tools, some of which may utilize or offer artificial intelligence capabilities (collectively, “external 
party” or “external parties”), to assist us where necessary to help provide professional services to you or 
support the needs of our firm. You consent to our use of external parties. Our firm remains responsible for 
exercising reasonable care in providing our services, and our services and work product will be subjected 
to our firm's customary quality control procedures. 
 
We may provide your confidential information to external parties in support of our services. You consent 
to the disclosure of your confidential information to those external parties. We take reasonably prudent 
business care consistent with our professional standards to prevent the unauthorized release of your 
confidential information.  
 
In certain circumstances, we may require a separate, written consent from you before your information is 
transmitted to an external party or parties. 
 
Records Management 
 
We will return any original records and documents you provide to us. Our copies of your records and 
documents are solely for our documentation purposes and are not a substitute for your own record-keeping 
obligations under any applicable laws or regulations. You are responsible for maintaining complete and 
accurate books and records, which may include financial statements, schedules, tax returns and other 
deliverables provided to you by us. If we provide deliverables or other records to you via an information 
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portal, you must download this information within 60 days. Professional standards may preclude us from 
being the sole repository of your original data, records, or information. 
 
Workpapers and other items created by us to support the delivery of our services are our property and will 
remain in our control. We will consider requests for copies of workpapers and other items created by us in 
accordance with the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct. Our workpapers will be maintained by us in 
accordance with our firm’s record retention policy and any applicable legal and regulatory requirements. 
  
We agree to retain our audit documentation or work papers for a period of at least five years from the date 
of our report. Catastrophic events or physical deterioration may result in damage to or destruction of our 
firm’s records, causing the records to be unavailable before the expiration of the retention period, as stated 
in our record retention policy. 
 
Summons or Subpoenas 
 
All information you provide to us in connection with this engagement will be maintained by us on a 
confidential basis. 
 
If we receive a summons or subpoena which our legal counsel determines requires us to produce documents 
from this engagement or testify about this engagement, provided that we are not prohibited from doing so 
by applicable laws or regulations, we agree to inform you of such summons or subpoena as soon as 
practicable. You may, within the time permitted for our firm to respond to any request, initiate such legal 
action as you deem appropriate, at your sole expense, to attempt to limit discovery. If you take no action 
within the time permitted for us to respond, or if your action does not result in a judicial order protecting 
us from supplying requested information, we may construe your inaction or failure as consent to comply 
with the request. 
 
If we are not a party to the proceeding in which the information is sought, you agree to reimburse us for 
our professional time and expenses, as well as the fees and expenses of our legal counsel, incurred in 
responding to such requests. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
In providing services to you, we may require information that is considered confidential and may include 
Personally Identifiable Information (PII), i.e. information that can be used to distinguish or trace an 
individual’s identity such as address, bank account and social security information. We will maintain all 
client information, including PII, on a confidential basis and have a duty to do so based on the standards 
promulgated by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants as well as applicable laws and 
regulations. You assume the risk of loss if you provide us with information, including PII, which differs 
from the information we request in order to provide services to you in accordance with the Agreement.  
 
Referrals 
 
In the course of providing services to you, you may request referrals to products or professionals such as 
attorneys, brokers, or investment advisors. As a courtesy, we may identify professional(s) or product(s) for 
your consideration. However, you are responsible for evaluating, selecting, and retaining any professional 
or product and determining if the professional or product meets your needs. You agree that we will not 
oversee the activities of and have no responsibility for the work product of any professional or suitability 
of any product we refer to you or that you separately retain.  
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Limitations on Oral and Email Communications 
 
We may discuss with you our views regarding the treatment of certain items or decisions you may 
encounter. We may also provide you with information in an email. Any advice or information delivered 
orally or in an email (rather than through a memorandum delivered as an email attachment) will be based 
upon limited research and a limited discussion and analysis of the underlying facts. Additional research or 
a more complete review of the facts may affect our analysis and conclusions. 
 
Due to these limitations and the related risks, it may not be appropriate to proceed with a decision solely 
on the basis of any oral or email communication from us. You accept all responsibility for any liability, 
including but not limited to additional tax, penalties or interest resulting from your decision (i) not to have 
us perform the research and analysis necessary to reach a more definitive conclusion and (ii) to instead rely 
on an oral or email communication. The limitation in this paragraph will not apply to an item of written 
advice that is a deliverable of a separate engagement. If you wish to engage us to provide formal advice on 
a matter on which we have communicated orally or by email, we will confirm this service in a separate 
agreement. 
 
Disclaimer of Legal and Investment Advice 
 
Our services under this Agreement do not constitute investment advice unless specifically engaged in the 
Engagement Objective and Scope section of this Agreement. Our services under this Agreement do not 
constitute legal advice.  
 
Electronic Data Communication and Storage 
 
In the interest of facilitating our services to you, we may send data over the Internet, temporarily store 
electronic data via computer software applications hosted remotely on the Internet, or utilize cloud-based 
storage. Your confidential electronic data may be transmitted or stored using these methods. In using these 
data communication and storage methods, our firm employs measures designed to maintain data security. 
We use reasonable efforts to keep such communications and electronic data secure in accordance with our 
obligations under applicable laws, regulations, and professional standards. 
 
You recognize and accept that we have no control over the unauthorized interception or breach of any 
communications or electronic data once it has been transmitted or if it has been subject to unauthorized 
access while stored, notwithstanding all reasonable security measures employed by us. You consent to our 
use of these electronic devices and applications during this engagement. 
 
Marketing and Educational Communications  
 
If we send you newsletters, updates, explanations of technical developments or similar communications, it 
is strictly for marketing or general educational purposes and should not be construed as professional advice 
on which you may rely. These communications, by themselves, do not create a contractual relationship 
between us and you, a binding obligation for us to provide services to you, nor a requirement on our part to 
monitor issues for you. 
 
Independent Contractor 
 
When providing services to your company, we will function as an independent contractor and in no event 
will we or any of our employees be an officer of you, nor will our relationship be that of joint venturers, 
partners, employer and employee, principal and agent, or any similar relationship giving rise to a fiduciary 
duty to you. 
 
Our obligations under this Agreement are solely obligations of Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A., 
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and no Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. stakeholder shall be subjected to any personal liability 
whatsoever to you or any person or entity. 
 
Severability 
 
If any portion of this Agreement is deemed invalid or unenforceable, said finding shall not operate to 
invalidate the remainder of the terms set forth in this Agreement. 
 
Survivability 
 
The following sections of this Agreement shall survive termination of the Agreement: Limitation of 
Liability and Statute of Limitations. 
 
Assignment, No Third-Party Beneficiaries 
 
All parties acknowledge and agree that the obligations and responsibilities of this Agreement cannot be 
assigned to any third party except as agreed to in writing. This Agreement has been entered into solely 
between you and Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A., and no third-party beneficiaries are created 
hereby. 
 
Force Majeure 
 
Neither party shall be held liable for any delays resulting from circumstances or causes beyond our 
reasonable control, including, without limitation, fire or other casualty, act of God, strike or labor dispute, 
war or other violence, epidemics or pandemics as defined by The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, or any law, order or requirement of any governmental agency or authority. However, no Force 
Majeure event shall excuse you of any obligation to pay any outstanding invoice or fee or from any 
indemnification obligation under this Agreement. 
 
Electronic Signatures and Counterparts 
 
Each party hereto agrees that any electronic signature intended to replicate a written signature, shall be 
presumed valid, and we may reasonably rely upon it. For purposes hereof, “electronic signature” includes, 
but is not limited to, a scanned copy of a manual signature, an electronic copy of a manual signature affixed 
to a document, a signature incorporated into a document utilizing touchscreen capabilities, or a digital 
signature. Documents may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be considered an 
original instrument, but all of which shall be considered one and the same agreement.  
 
Entire Agreement  
 
This Agreement, including the LGC-205 Contract to Audit Accounts, represents the entire agreement of 
the parties and supersedes all previous oral, written or other understandings and agreements between the 
parties. Any modification to the terms of this Agreement must be made in writing and signed by both 
parties.  
 
Statute of Limitations 
 
You agree that any claim or legal action arising out of or related to this contract and the services provided 
hereunder shall be commenced no more than one (1) year from the date of delivery of the work product to 
You or the termination of the services described herein (whichever is earlier), regardless of any statute of 
limitations prescribing a longer period of time for commencing such a claim under law. This time limitation 
shall apply regardless of whether Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. performs other or subsequent 
services for You. A claim is understood to be a demand for money or services, demand for mediation, or 
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the service of suit based on a breach of this contract or the acts or omissions of Martin Starnes & Associates, 
CPAs, P.A. in performing the services provided herein. This provision shall not apply if enforcement is 
disallowed by applicable law or professional standards. 
 
Limitation of Liability  
 
You agree that Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.’s liability, if any, arising out of or related to this 
contract and the services provided hereunder, shall be limited to the amount of the fees paid by You for 
services rendered under this contract. In no event shall Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. be liable 
to You or a third party for any indirect, special, consequential, punitive, or exemplary damages, including 
but not limited to lost profits, loss of revenue, interruption, loss of use, damage to goodwill or reputation, 
regardless of whether You were advised of the possibility of such damages, regardless of whether such 
damages were reasonably foreseeable, and regardless of whether such damages arise under a theory of 
contract, tort, strict liability, or otherwise. The foregoing limitations shall not apply to the extent it is finally, 
judicially determined that the liability resulted from gross negligence or fraud of Martin Starnes & 
Associates, CPAs, P.A. or if enforcement of this provision is disallowed by applicable law or professional 
standards. 
 
Mediation 
 
If a timely dispute arises out of or relates to this Agreement, including the scope of services contained 
herein, or the breach thereof, and if the dispute cannot be settled through negotiation, the parties agree first 
to try to settle the dispute by mediation administered by the American Arbitration Association (“AAA”) 
under the AAA Accounting and Related Services Arbitration Rules and Mediation Procedures before 
resorting to arbitration, litigation, or any other dispute resolution procedure. The mediator will be selected 
by mutual agreement of the parties. If the parties cannot agree on a mediator, a mediator shall be designated 
by the AAA. The mediation will be conducted in North Carolina. 
 
The mediation will be treated as a settlement discussion and, therefore, all discussions during the mediation 
will be confidential. The mediator may not testify for either party in any later proceeding related to the 
dispute. No recording or transcript shall be made of the mediation proceedings. The costs of any mediation 
proceedings shall be shared equally by all parties. Any costs of legal representation shall be borne by the 
hiring party. 
 
This provision shall not apply to any dispute of fees owed, billed or due. 
 
Arbitration Procedures  
 
If a dispute has not been resolved within 90 days after the effective date of the written notice beginning the 
mediation process (or such longer period, if the parties so agree in writing), the mediation shall terminate 
and the dispute shall be settled by binding arbitration to be held at a mutually agreeable location. The 
arbitration shall be conducted in accordance with the CPR Rules for Non-Administered Arbitration that are 
in effect at the time of the commencement of the arbitration, except to the extent modified by this Dispute 
Resolution Provision (the rules). The arbitration shall be conducted before a panel of three arbitators. Each 
of the County and firm shall designate one arbitrator in accordance with the “screened” appointment 
procedure provided in the Rules, and the two party-designated arbitrators shall jointly select the third in 
accordance with the Rules. No arbitrator may serve on the panel unless he or she has agreed in writing to 
enforce the terms of the engagement letter and to abide by the terms of the Rules. Except with respect to 
the interpretation and enforcement of these arbitration procedures (which shall be governed by the Federal 
Arbitration Act), the arbitrators shall apply the laws of the state of North Carolina (without giving effect to 
its choice of law principles) in connection with the dispute. The arbitrators may render a summary 
disposition relative to all or some of the issues, provided that the responding party has had an adequate 
opportunity to respond to any such application for such disposition. Any discovery shall be conducted in 
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accordance with the Rules. The result of the arbitration shall be binding on the parties, and judgment on the 
arbitration award may be entered in any court having jurisdiction. 
 
Costs 
 
Each party shall bear its own costs in both the mediation and the arbitration; however, the parties shall share 
the fees and expenses of both the mediators and the arbitrators equally. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, we have attached a copy of our 
latest external peer review report of our firm to the Contract to Audit Accounts for your consideration and 
files. 
 
Please sign and return a copy of this letter to indicate your acknowledgment of, and agreement with, the 
arrangements for our audit of the financial statements and compliance over major federal and state award 
programs, including our respective responsibilities. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to be your financial statement auditors and look forward to working with 
you and your staff.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. 
Hickory, North Carolina 
 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
This letter correctly sets forth our understanding. 
 
Acknowledged and agreed on behalf of Catawba County by: 
 
Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 







MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners  

From:   Finance and Personnel Subcommittee 

Date:  April 6, 2026 

Subject:  Surplus Property Disposition: 2804 Beech Tree Street, Newton, NC  

 
Staff Requests 
The Finance and Personnel Subcommittee requests the Board of Commissioners approve the attached 
resolution declaring the County-owned property located at 2804 Beech Tree Street, Newton, surplus and 
begin the upset bid process, based on an offer to purchase the property by Jerry Hildebran, Jr. in the 
amount of $70,000. 
 
Background 
Jerry Hildebran Jr. has expressed an interest in acquiring the County-owned 7.57-acre property because 
he owns land that adjoins this tract.  Mr. Hildebran has made an offer to purchase for $70,000 and submitted 
a bid deposit of $3,500, as required by County policy and State law. 
 
The County does not have any specific use for this property at the present time or in the foreseeable future.  
The property’s assessed value is $41,200.  
 
If authorized by the Board, notice of the bid will be advertised in the Hickory Daily Record and on the 
County’s website, and upset bids may be made to the County within ten (10) days of publication. If an upset 
bid is received, that bid will be re-advertised until there are no further upset bids. The Board will then either 
accept or reject the offer. If the offer is accepted, the property will be sold to the highest bidder. The 
successful bidder must present cash or a certified check for the entire balance due at the time of closing. 
 
Recommendation 
The Finance and Personnel Subcommittee recommends the Board of Commissioners approve the attached 
resolution declaring the County-owned property located at 2804 Beech Tree Street, Newton, surplus and 
begin the upset bid process, based on an offer to purchase the property by Jerry Hildebran, Jr. in the 
amount of $70,000. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

      
 



  RESOLUTION #_________ 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE AND UPSET BID PROCESS 
 

Parcel ID:  361802654180 
 

WHEREAS, Catawba County owns certain property located at 2804 Beech Tree Street, Newton, North 
Carolina, as shown in Deed Book 2196 at Page 0952 in the office of the Register of Deeds for Catawba 
County, to which Deed reference is hereby made for more complete description; and  

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute §160A-269 permits the County to sell property by upset bid, 
after declaring the property surplus and receiving an offer to purchase the property; and  

WHEREAS, the County has received an offer to purchase the property described above, in the amount of 
$70,000, submitted by Jerry Hildebran, Jr.; and 

WHEREAS, Jerry Hildebran, Jr., has paid the required five percent (5%) deposit on their offer; and  

WHEREAS, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners acknowledges the offer of $70,000, subject to 
the upset bid procedure, for the property located at 2804 Beech Tree Street, Newton, North Carolina. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners resolves that: 

1. The Catawba County Board of Commissioners declares the property located at 2804 Beech Tree 
Street, Newton, surplus and authorizes the sale of the property described above through the upset 
bid procedure of North Carolina General Statute §160A-269. 
 

2. The County Clerk shall cause a notice of the proposed sale to be published.  The notice shall 
describe the property and the amount of the offer and shall state the terms under which the offer 
may be upset. 

 
3. Persons wishing to upset the offer that has been received shall submit a sealed bid with their offer 

to the office of the County Clerk within 10 days after the notice of sale is published.  At the 
conclusion of the 10-day period, the Purchasing Manager shall open the bids, if any, and the highest 
such bid will become the new offer.  If there is more than one bid in the highest amount, the first 
such bid received will become the new offer. 
 

4. If a qualifying bid is received, the County Clerk shall cause a new notice of upset bid to be published 
and shall continue to do so until a 10-day period has passed without any qualifying upset bid having 
been received. 
 

5. A qualifying higher bid is one that raises the existing offer by not less than ten percent (10%) of the 
first $1,000 of that offer and five percent (5%) of the remainder of that offer. 
 

6. A qualifying higher bid must also be accompanied by a deposit for five percent (5%) of the bid; the 
deposit may be made in cash, cashier’s check, or certified check.  The County will return the deposit 
on any bid not accepted and will return the deposit on an offer subject to upset if a qualifying higher 
bid is received.  The County will return the deposit of the final high bidder at closing. 
 

7. The terms of the final sale are that the property is sold “as is,” and the buyer must pay with cash, 
cashier’s check or certified check at the time of closing. 
 

8. The County reserves the right to withdraw the property from sale at any time before the final high 
bid is accepted and the right to reject all bids at any time. 
 



9. If no qualifying bid is received after the initial public notice, the offer set forth above is hereby 
accepted. The appropriate County officials are authorized to execute the instruments necessary to 
convey the property.  All other bids must be accepted by the Board of Commissioners. 

 

This the 6th of April, 2026. 

 

 
      _________________________________________ 
      C. Randall Isenhower, Chair 

Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Policy and Public Works Subcommittee 
 
DATE:  April 6, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Surplus Equipment Donations to Fire Departments 
 
REQUEST 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee requests the Board of Commissioners adopt the attached resolution 
declaring the following equipment surplus and approving the donation requests below: 

a. A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Propst Fire Department; 
b. A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Bandys Fire Department; and 
c. A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Catawba Volunteer Fire Department. 

 
BACKGROUND 
N.C.G.S. § 160A-279 authorizes the County to convey personal property to entities carrying out a public purpose 
without monetary consideration as long as the property will be used for a public purpose.  The process begins 
with the governing board adopting a resolution authorizing the conveyance of the property and then the County 
publishing a ten-day notice summarizing the contents of the resolution. 
 
Catawba County has a local vehicle donation policy that supports local fire departments, rescue squads, public 
educational institutions, and police departments by making surplus vehicle donations available when a need is 
present and vehicles meeting that need are available.  The three vehicle donation requests being considered by 
the Board of Commissioners at this time meet these criteria.  
 
Propst Fire Department is in need of a quick response vehicle and has requested donation of a 2017 Chevrolet 
Tahoe, VIN No. 1GNLCDEC5HR186809, with 121,653 miles and an approximate value of $11,500.  If the donation 
request is approved, Propst Fire Department will replace a 2007 Crown Victoria that is experiencing costly 
mechanical repairs.  This donation will play a pivotal role in the reduction of their emergency response times.  
 
Bandys Fire Department is in need of a quick response vehicle and has requested donation of a 2017 Chevrolet 
Tahoe, VIN No. 1GNSKDEC3HR204612, with 124,955 miles and an approximate value of $11,400.  If the 
donation request is approved, Bandys Fire Department will utilize this vehicle to run medical first response calls 
in cases where the larger fire vehicle is not warranted.  The vehicle will also provide access to roads within the 
district that cannot be reached by larger equipment. 
 
Catawba Volunteer Fire Department is in need of a quick response vehicle and has requested donation of a 2017 
Chevrolet Tahoe, VIN No. 1GNLCDEC8HR184097, with 131,985 miles and an approximate value of $11,000.  
This request is made to replace a vehicle that has now been placed out of service due to a failing transmission 
and the cost associated with that repair.  If the donation request is approved, Catawba Volunteer Fire Department 
will use the vehicle to respond to service and medical calls, helping reduce the costs and maintenance associated 
with deploying larger apparatus. 
 
ANALYSIS/ALTERNATIVES 
An alternative is to sell the ambulances on GovDeals, with total estimated revenues to the County of $33,900, 
based on GovDeals selling points for equipment of similar age, condition, and mileage. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee requests the Board of Commissioners approve the attached 
resolution declaring the following equipment surplus and approving the donation requests below: 

a. A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Propst Crossroads Fire Department; 
b. A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Bandys Crossroads Fire Department; and 
c. A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Catawba Volunteer Fire Department. 

 
 



RESOLUTION No. 2026- __ 

DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY AND DONATION TO PROPST CROSSROADS FIRE 
DEPARTMENT, BANDYS CROSSROADS FIRE DEPARTMENT AND  

CATAWBA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-279, the County has the authority to declare property no longer 
needed as surplus and donate said property to a nonprofit organization for which the County is authorized to 
appropriate funds so long as the property will be used for a public purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, Catawba County has personal property items that are no longer needed for the County’s 
governmental purposes but various agencies in the County do have a public purpose use for the items, including 
a 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe, VIN No. 1GNLCDEC5HR186809; a 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe, VIN No. 
1GNSKDEC3HR204612; and a 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe, VIN No. 1GNLCDEC8HR184097.   
  

THEREFORE, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners resolves that: 
 

1. The above referenced personal property items are declared surplus and shall be donated without 
monetary consideration as follows:  

a.  A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Propst Fire Department; 
b.  A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Bandys Fire Department; and 
c.  A 2017 Chevrolet Tahoe to Catawba Volunteer Fire Department. 
 

2. The Purchasing Manager is authorized to conduct the transfer of property and shall publish a notice 
summarizing the contents of this resolution and the property shall be conveyed ten days after the Notice 
of Publication. 

 
 
This the 6th day of April, 2026. 
      __________________________________ 

C. Randall Isenhower, Chair 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners  
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
To:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

From:  Policy and Public Works Subcommittee 

Date:   April 6, 2026 

RE: Amendment, Assignment and Assumption of Lease 
 
 
REQUEST:  
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee requests the Board of Commissioners authorize the County Manager 
to execute an Amendment, Assignment and Assumption of Lease between Catawba County, Blue Ridge Biofuels 
and Lifecycle Renewables and all necessary documents related to the transaction. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In October 2014, Catawba County entered into an agreement with Blue Ridge Biofuels, LLC, to lease the county-
owned property located at 3961 Rocky Ford Road for 20 years as a site for its biodiesel production facility.  Blue 
Ridge Biofuels agreed to pay an annual base rent of $6,000.00, increased annually based on the Consumer Price 
Index. 
 
In November 2025, Utilities & Engineering received a letter from Woodrow Eaton, CEO of Blue Ridge Biofuels, 
indicating the company's intent to sell all of its assets to Lifecycle Renewables Inc.  For the past decade, Blue 
Ridge Biofuels and Catawba County have maintained an effective partnership making it possible for the transition 
to Lifecycle Renewables.  Blue Ridge Biofuels acknowledges that Lifecycle Renewables, Inc., is committed to 
solving certain sources of carbon emissions and has a business model that enables continued success.  Blue 
Ridge Biofuels requests approval to assign the current lease at 3961 Rocky Ford Road to Lifecycle Renewables, 
Inc., effective upon sale closing.   
 
Additionally, through this transition, the lease is proposed to be amended by increasing the annual base rent to 
$36,685, increased annually by the Consumer Price Index. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
If the Board of Commissioners choose not to authorize this proposed transaction, the lease will not be assigned 
to Lifecycle Renewables, likely resulting in lease termination and loss of associated revenue for Catawba County. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Board of Commissioners authorize the County 
Manager to execute an Amendment, Assignment and Assumption of Lease between Catawba County, Blue Ridge 
Biofuels and Lifecycle Renewables and all necessary documents related to the transaction. 
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AMENDMENT, ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF LEASE  
 

This Amendment, Assignment and Assumption of Lease (hereafter the “Assignment”), 
dated as of  ______________, 2026 (the “Effective Date”), is entered into among Catawba 
County, a political subdivision of the State of North Carolina (“Landlord”), Blue Ridge Biofuels, 
LLC, a North Carolina limited liability company (“Tenant” or “Assignor”) and Lifecycle 
Renewables, Inc., a Delaware corporation (“Assignee”). Landlord, Assignor and Assignee are 
sometimes referred to collectively as the “Parties”. 
 

RECITALS 
 

A. Landlord is the owner and landlord of the real property located at 3961 Rocky Ford 
Road, Newton, North Carolina (the “Property”).  

 
B. Landlord and Tenant entered into that certain Lease Agreement, Catawba County 

contract # 35-15-0210 (the “Lease”), dated October 6, 2014, for a portion of the Property as further 
described in the Lease (the “Premises”). 
 

C. Tenant, Assignee and Sellers (as defined in the Purchase Agreement) are parties to 
that certain Asset Purchase Agreement dated the date hereof (the “Purchase Agreement”) 
pursuant to which Assignor agreed to assign and transfer to Assignee, and Assignee agreed to 
accept from Assignor, all of the Assigned Assets (including the Lease), and Assignee has also 
agreed to assume, as of the Effective Date, the Assumed Liabilities, on the terms and conditions 
set forth therein. 
 

D.  Pursuant to the Purchase Agreement, Assignor and Assignee desire for Assignor to 
assign and transfer to Assignee, and Assignee desires to assume, all of Assignor’s right, title, and 
interest in and to the Lease, together with all of Assignor’s duties and obligations thereunder 
arising from and after the Effective Date, and Landlord consents to such assignment and the 
amendment of the Lease, as amended, as set forth herein.  

AGREEMENT 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the above-stated premises and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt, adequacy and legal sufficiency of which are hereby 
acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows: 
 

1. Definitions. All capitalized terms in this Assignment shall have the same meaning 
as the terms are so defined in the Lease, except to the extent such meanings have been amended 
or supplemented by this Assignment 

2. Assignment. As of the Effective Date, Assignor hereby assigns, conveys, and 
transfers to Assignee (a) all of Assignor’s right, title, and interest in and to the Lease, as amended 
herein; (b) Assignor’s rights to all improvements, tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances 
belonging or appertaining to the Premises or the Property under the Lease (to the extent the same 
are Assignor’s property pursuant to the terms of the Lease); and (c) the security deposit in the 
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amount of $_____________ held by Landlord with respect to the Lease and the Premises (the 
“Security Deposit”). 

3. Acceptance and Assumption. As of the Effective Date, (a) Assignee accepts the 
assignment of the Lease by Assignor and assumes and agrees to perform, all duties and obligations 
required to be performed by the Tenant under the Lease, as amended, arising from and after the 
Effective Date. Assignee’s address for purposes of sending notice to Assignee as Tenant under the 
Lease is the following: 

Lifecycle Renewables, Inc. 
PO Box 1144 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
Attn: Robert Gaunt  
Email: rob@lifecyclerenewables.com 
 
With a copy to (which shall not constitute notice): 
 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
Monarch Plaza 
3414 Peachtree Road, N.E. 
Suite 1500 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
Attn:  Joe Delgado, Esq. 
Email: jdelgado@bakerdonelson.com  

 
4. Indemnification. Except as expressly set forth above, Assignee agrees to indemnify, 

defend and hold Assignor harmless from all claims, damages and expenses (including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and disbursements actually incurred) arising out of any act or omission with respect 
to the Lease to the extent such claims, damages and expenses relate to obligations to be first 
performed by Assignee on or after the Effective Date or acts or omissions of Assignee on or after 
the Effective Date. Assignor agrees to indemnify, defend and hold Assignee harmless from all 
claims, damages and expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees and disbursements actually 
incurred) arising out of any act or omission with respect to the Lease to the extent such claims, 
damages and expenses relate to obligations that have been, or  should have been, performed by 
Assignor prior to the Effective Date or acts or omissions of Assignor occurring prior to the 
Effective Date. 

5. Lease Status. Assignor hereby represents and warrants to Assignee as follows: 

a. Assignor is the tenant under the Lease; 
b. the Lease has not been modified, changed, altered, supplemented or amended 

in any respect prior to the Effective Date except as set forth herein, nor have 
any provisions thereof been waived; 

c. the Lease is valid and in full force and effect on the Effective Date. The Lease, 
as amended, represents the entire agreement between Landlord and Assignor 
with respect to the premises described in the Lease; 

mailto:rob@lifecyclerenewables.com
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d. no event has occurred and no condition exists that constitutes, or that with the 
giving of notice or the lapse of time or both, would constitute, a default by 
Assignor or, to the best knowledge of Assignor, Landlord under the Lease; and 

e. these representations and warranties are made to induce Assignee to acquire 
Assignor’s interest in the Lease as set forth in this Assignment with the 
understanding that Assignee shall rely upon the truth of the matters set forth in 
this Assignment. 

6. Landlord’s Consent. Landlord hereby consents to this Assignment and hereby 
agrees that from and after the Effective Date, Assignor shall be released from any further liability 
under the Lease, and Landlord shall look solely to Assignee for performance of the obligations 
arising under the Lease from and after the Effective Date. Landlord acknowledges and agrees that 
(a) it is in possession of the Security Deposit, (b) that neither Assignor nor Assignee shall be 
required to submit any additional security in connection with this Assignment, (c) effective as of 
the Effective Date, Landlord shall hold the Security Deposit for the benefit of Assignee pursuant 
to the terms of the Lease; (d) Schedule 1 sets forth a true and complete list of all documents 
constituting the Lease and represents the entire agreement between the Landlord and Tenant with 
respect to the Premises; and (e) there are no defaults existing under the Lease and no events have 
occurred that, with the passage to time or the giving of notice, or both, would constitute a default 
under the Lease.  Landlord’s consent pursuant to this Assignment shall not be construed as a 
consent by Landlord to, or as permitting, any other or further assignment or subletting by Tenant 
or Assignee.   

 
7. Amendments. The Lease is hereby amended as follows: 

a. Section 2.2 is modified by deleting the second sentence and inserting the 
following: “Landlord shall have the right, but not the obligation, to terminate 
this Lease at any time during the Term by providing the Tenant twenty-four 
(24) months advance written Notice of such termination.” 

b. Section 3.1 is modified as follows: 
Rent: Beginning on the Effective Date, Rent shall be an annual rent of Thirty-
Six Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Five and 00/100s Dollars $36,685 ("Base 
Rent"), which Base Rent shall be payable in equal monthly installments of 
Three Thousand Fifty-Seven and 08/100s Dollars ($3,057.08/month). The first 
Base Rent installment shall be due and payable on the Effective Date. The Base 
Rent shall be adjusted annually on each anniversary of the Effective Date based 
upon the aggregate increase, in the Consumer Price Index for the preceding 
Lease Year. For purposes of this Paragraph, the Consumer Price Index shall be 
"All Urban Consumers, South Region, All Items" annual average, or if CPI is 
no longer published or reasonably available, an equivalent successor index 
measuring the cost of living in the Southeast region of the United States. 

c. Section 3.4 of the Lease is deleted in its entirety. 
d. Section 4 is modified by deleting the second sentence.  
e. Throughout the Lease, each reference to the “EcoComplex” is replaced with the 

“Landfill”. 
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f. Section 5.3 and Exhibit C is modified as follows: Assignee shall provide to 
Landlord an updated and accurate Hazardous Materials List to be included as 
Exhibit C prior to or on the Effective Date.   

g. Section 5.6 is added stating the following:  
5.6 Nuisance Prohibited. 
(a) Tenant shall not create or maintain, or allow others to create or maintain, 

any nuisance in or about the Premises, and shall ensure its operations do not 
unreasonably interfere with the use or enjoyment of adjoining properties. 
i. Odors and Emissions: Tenant shall not permit any objectionable or 

unpleasant odor, smoke, dust, gas, or fumes to emanate from the 
Premises. All emissions generated by Tenant's use must be sufficiently 
dissipated in accordance with sound environmental practices and 
exhausted so as not to interfere with, annoy, the Landlord, or adjacent 
property owners. In addition to state and local regulations, Landlord 
shall exercise reasonable discretion in determining if an odor is 
objectionable or unpleasant. 

ii. Trash and Waste: Tenant shall store all trash, refuse, and waste material 
in adequately covered containers located within the Premises. Trash 
shall not constitute a health or fire hazard or a nuisance and must not be 
visible to the general public. Tenant, at its expense, is responsible for 
the regular removal of all waste in a clean and safe manner and for 
maintaining the Premises in a clean and sanitary condition, free from 
debris. 

iii. Noise and Vibration: Tenant shall not cause or allow any unreasonably 
loud noise, excessive vibration, or activity in the Premises that might 
disturb the peace, or adjacent properties. All collection operations, 
deliveries, and similar noisy activities shall conform to all applicable 
federal, state, and local noise level regulations and, where possible, 
minimize disruption during non-business hours. 

h. Section 6.2 is amended by adding the following language: In addition to the 
above, any wastewater treatment or pre-treatment facility added to the premises 
by Tenant and/ or any extension, improvement or modification to the sewer 
serving the Premises, will need to be approved by, and constructed to the 
specification of, the City of Hickory.  

i. Section 8.2 is modified by deleting the second sentence and replacing it with 
the following: Notwithstanding the foregoing, Landlord covenants to hold 
Tenant harmless from the claims, penalties or demands for personal injury or 
damage to property arising out of or in connection with Landlord’s use and 
occupancy of the Premises as contemplated herein, and the Landlord's use and 
occupancy of the Landfill. 

j. Section 8.3 is modified as follows: Tenant covenants to indemnify, defend, and 
hold Landlord harmless from the claims, penalties or demands of any and all 
persons, firms and corporations for personal injury or damage to property 
arising out of or in connection with Tenant’s use and occupancy of the 
Premises. Tenant shall maintain and carry, at all times during the Term hereof, 
general liability insurance with a company authorized to do business in North 
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Carolina with a rating of A+ or better as determined by A. M. Best and 
Company, in the minimum amount of Three Million dollars ($3,000,000.00) 
single limit and Five Million dollars ($5,000,000.00) aggregate, bodily injury, 
death and property damages. Tenant shall deliver to Landlord memorandum 
policies of such coverage with companies reasonably satisfactory to Landlord 
and naming Landlord as an additional insured therein. Additionally, Tenant 
shall maintain at all times during the Term hereof, business automobile 
insurance in the minimum amount of One Million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per 
occurrence combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage 
liability. The business automobile insurance policy must include the MCS-90 
endorsement. Landlord must be named as an additional insured under Tenant’s 
automobile and general liability insurance. 

k. Section 13.18 of the Lease is deleted in its entirety. 
l. Exhibit B of the Lease is deleted in its entirety. 

 
8. General. All of the terms and conditions of the Lease not specifically amended by 

this Assignment shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect. Landlord, Tenant and 
Assignee hereby confirm the Lease, as amended hereby. In the event of any conflict between the 
terms of this Assignment and the Lease, the terms of this Assignment shall control. The recitals 
set forth above are incorporated into this Assignment by reference and made a part hereof. This 
Assignment may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed to be an 
original, and all of which together shall comprise a single instrument.  For all purposes herein, an 
electronic or DocuSign signature shall be deemed the same as an original signature. 

[Signature pages follow.] 

 



 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have duly signed, sealed and delivered this 
Assignment.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

LANDLORD: 
 
Catawba County 
 
By: _____________________________  
       Name: 
       Title: 
 
[DULY AUTHORIZED, EMPOWERED AND DIRECTED 
TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER THIS INSTRUMENT] 
 

 ASSIGNOR: 
 
Blue Ridge Biofuels, LLC, 
a North Carolina limited liability company 
 
 
By: __________________________ (SEAL) 
       Name: Woodrow Eaton 
       Title:   Manager 
                                                           
[DULY AUTHORIZED, EMPOWERED AND DIRECTED 
TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER THIS INSTRUMENT] 
 

 ASSIGNEE: 
 
Lifecycle Renewables, Inc., 
a Delaware corporation  
 
 
By: _____________________________  
       Name: Rory Gaunt 
       Title:   CEO 
 
                                                           (CORPORATE SEAL) 
 
[DULY AUTHORIZED, EMPOWERED AND DIRECTED 
TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER THIS INSTRUMENT] 

 



 

SCHEDULE 1 
 

(Copy of Lease) 
 



 

EXHIBIT C 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL LIST 

 
Inventory Item Max Quantity On 

Hand 
Unit 

Vegetable Oil 120,000 gal 
Waste Water  25,000 gal 
PolyStar F52  
Wastewater Polymer 

500  gal 

Lime 
Calcium Hydroxide 

6000 lbs 

Industrial Degreaser 55 gal 
Isopropyl alcohol 10 gal 
Diesel Exhaust Fluid 
(DEF) 

10 gal 

 
Materials onsite that will be removed within 90 days of closing 

 
Inventory Item Max Quantity On 

Hand 
Unit 

Diesel 100 gal 
Anti-Microbial Fuel 
Additive 

100 gal 

Mineral Spirits 10 gal 
Calcium Hydride 0.5 lbs. 
Potassium Hydroxide 7,000 lbs. 
Sulfuric Acid 750  gal 
Power Service (anti gel) 110 gal 
Miscellaneous lab 
supplies 

<1 gal 

 
 
 
 



CONTRACT NO.
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

LEASE AGREEMENT
COUNTY OF CATAWBA

THIS LEASE AGREEMENT, (the "Lease" or "Lease Agreement") is made and entered
into to be effective the (jfb day of (October , 2014 by and between Catawba County, a
political subdivision of the State of North Carolina ("Landlord"), and Blue Ridge Biofuels, LLC,
a North Carolina limited liability company, (“Tenant”); Landlord and Tenant being sometimes
hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Parties”, and singularly as a "Party".

W I T N E S S E T H:

WHEREAS, Landlord is the owner of that certain parcel of real property and
improvements located thereon located at 3961 Rocky Ford Road, Newton, North Carolina (the
"Property" or "EcoComplex"); and,

WHEREAS, Tenant desires to lease that portion of the Property identified as the
Premises on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference from the Landlord,
and the Landlord desires to lease the Premises to the Tenant, upon the terms and conditions
contained herein;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the premises, the payment of Rent (as
such term is defined herein), the mutual covenants and conditions contained herein, and other
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged,
the Parties hereby agree as follows:

1. Demise of Premises:

Landlord does hereby demise and lease unto
Tenant and Tenant does hereby lease from Landlord the Premises, subject to the terms and
conditions contained herein. Landlord further grants to Tenant the non-exclusive right to use the
easements, licenses, and other rights regarding access to the Premises which are lawfully owned
by the Landlord for the purposes of ingress, egress, and regress by the Tenant, which rights of
access and use shall be appurtenant to this Lease for so long as this Lease shall remain in effect.
The Tenant shall have possession of the Premises on the 2n <rday of November 2014 for purposes
of commencing Tenant Improvements as contemplated herein. The Parties acknowledge and
agree that with the exception of payment of Rent, all terms and conditions set forth herein shall
apply upon Landlord's delivery of possession of the Premises to Tenant.

Premises. Possession:1.1

2. Term, Termination:

Term. The Term of this Lease shall be for a period of twenty (20) years,
commencing on the 1st day of January, 2015 (the "Commencement Date"), and terminating on
the 31st day of December, 2034, unless earlier terminated as provided herein. A "Lease Year"
shall be defined as the twelve month period commencing on the Commencement Date and
ending on the last day of the calendar month immediately preceding each anniversary of the
Commencement Date.

2.1
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2.2 Termination. Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary,
Tenant shall have the right, but not the obligation, to terminate this Lease at any time during the
Term by providing the Landlord twelve (12) months advance written Notice of such termination.
Landlord shall have the right, but not the obligation, to terminate this Lease at any time during
the Term by providing the Tenant sixty (60) months advance written Notice of such termination.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event of a change in any applicable State or Federal law or
regulation which necessitates the termination of this Lease, either Landlord or Tenant may
terminate this Lease upon written Notice to the other.

3. Rents:

Rent: Rent during the first two (2) Lease Years of the Term shall be an
annual rent of Six Thousand and no/100s Dollars ($6,000.00) ("Base Rent"), which Base Rent
shall be payable in equal monthly installments of Five Himdred and no/ lOOs Dollars ($500.00)
each. The first Base Rent installment shall be due and payable on the Commencement Date.
Following the second anniversary of the Commencement Date, Base Rent shall be adjusted
annually on each successive anniversary of the Commencement Date based upon the aggregate
increase, in the Consumer Price Index for the preceding Lease Year. For purposes of this
Paragraph, the Consumer Price Index shall be "All Urban Consumers, South Region, All Items"
annual average, or if CPI is no longer published or reasonably available, an equivalent successor
index measuring the cost of living in the Southeast region of the United States.

3.1

Rent Payments: All Rent payments, unless otherwise designated in
writing, are to be made to Landlord, C/o Director of Utilities and Engineering, P.O. Box 389,
Newton, North Carolina. Tenant agrees to mail all Rent payments in advance allowing ample
time for delivery of each Rent payment to Landlord, so it will receive the Rent payment in hand
on or before the first day of each calendar month during the Term.

3.2

3.3 Service Charge: Rent payments are due and payable on or before the 1st
day of each month. In the event Rent is not received by Landlord within the time provided, a
service charge of five percent (5%) shall be added to all past due amounts.

Biodiesel Supply as Additional Consideration. In addition to Rent payable
hereunder, Tenant agrees that during the Term, it shall supply the Landlord with blended
biodiesel in the amounts and otherwise in accordance with Exhibit B attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference.

3.4

4. Utilities:

Tenant shall pay for all telephone, electricity, gas, water/sewer, storm-water fees, garbage
service and all other utilities in connection with the Premises, if any. Landlord shall permit
Tenant to use existing Internet service within the Leased Premises without charge to Tenant.

5. Use:

R&S 1277543-1
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5.1 General Use: The Premises shall be used by Tenant for the manufacture
and sale of biodiesel, blended fuel products, and ancillary byproducts, and shall not be used for
any other purpose without the prior written consent of the Landlord, which consent shall not be
unreasonably withheld or delayed.

Signage: Tenant may erect or permit the erection of any outside or
protruding signs or media only with the prior approval of Landlord, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld. Provided, however, that said signage shall comply with all applicable
rules and regulations of the State of North Carolina and County of Catawba. This provision
includes, but is not limited to, all signs (advertising, general or other), fixtures, draperies, and
other ornamental and functional pieces which may be observed from the outside of the Premises.

5.2

Hazardous Materials: Tenant covenants and agrees that it shall not
dispose of, discharge or release on or about the Premises any hazardous waste, hazardous
substances, hazardous materials, toxic substances, hazardous air pollutants or toxic pollutants,
hereinafter referred to as “Hazardous Materials”, as those terms are used in the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act, The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation
and Liability Act, The Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, The Toxic Substance Control
Act, The Clean Air Act and The Clean Water Act, and any and all amendments thereto, or any
regulation promulgated pursuant thereto, or in any applicable federal, state or local law,
regulation, or ordinance; and further Tenant shall properly dispose of all Hazardous Materials off
the Premises consistent with all federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and ordinances.
Tenant further covenants and agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Landlord from any and all
losses, including all costs, expenses, other claims including attorney’s fees, which Landlord
incurs due to any improper disposal, release, storage, or otherwise dealing with such Hazardous
Materials by Tenant. Landlord covenants and agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Tenant
from any and all losses, including all costs, expenses, other claims including attorney’s fees,
which Tenant incurs due to any improper disposal, release, storage, or otherwise dealing with
such Hazardous Materials within the Premises prior to the Commencement Date or following the
termination of this Lease for any hazardous materials Landlord brings onto the Leased Premises.
These indemnities shall survive the termination of this Lease. Attached hereto as Exhibit C. is a
list identifying those Hazardous Materials (the "Hazardous Materials List") which shall be stored
or used by Tenant in connection with its business operations within the Premises. The
Hazardous Materials List shall be updated by Tenant during the Term to reflect a material
change in the Hazardous Materials used by Tenant in connection with its business operations. A
“material change” triggering an updated list includes the addition or deletion of a Hazardous
Material or an increase or decrease of 10% or more of the quantity of a Hazardous Material
stored by Tenant within the Premises.

5.3

5.4 Parking. Parking Areas: The Tenant and Tenant's employees and business
invitees may park in the designated parking areas within the Premises during Tenant's normal
business hours.

5.5 General Conditions: This Lease is made by Landlord and accepted by
Tenant subject to the following:

(a) Any state of facts that an accurate survey or inspection would show.
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(b) Any presently existing defect of title, easement, or right of way.

(c) All zoning regulations affecting the Premises now or hereafter in force.

(d) Restrictive Covenants and party wall agreements of record.

(e) Encroachment of the Premises on any street or on adjacent property.

(f) Projection of any portion of the Premises or equipment in or under any
abutting street and the right of any governmental authority to require the removal
thereof.

(g) All ordinances, statutes, and regulations, and any presently existing violations
thereof, whether or not of record.

(h) The existing condition and state of repair of the Premises on the
Commencement Date.

6. Condition, Maintenance and Alterations:

Acceptance of Premises: Tenant acknowledges with the exception of the
Landlord's Work to be completed by Landlord following the Tenant's taking possession of the
Premises in accordance with Exhibit D attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, the
act of taking possession of the Premises shall constitute conclusive evidence Tenant has
inspected and examined the Premises and utility installations and the same are in good and
satisfactory condition. The parties acknowledge that the Tenant’s use of the Premises will
require Tenant to make certain repairs, replacements, alterations, and improvements to the
Premises at Tenant’s sole cost and expense as provided in this Lease.

6.1

Structural Additions. Alterations or Improvements: Tenant shall not be
permitted to make structural or other modifications or improvements to the Premises without
prior approval in writing by Landlord, which shall not be unreasonably withheld. Provided all
such improvements are approved by Landlord and made by Tenant, they shall become the
property of Landlord at the termination of the within Lease thereof, unless otherwise hereinafter
agreed upon by the parties in writing. Tenant agrees to pay and save harmless Landlord from
any and all liens which might be placed against the Premises by persons, firms or corporation
making repairs or improvements not expressly contracted for by Landlord. Tenant shall provide
to Landlord adequate plans, specifications, construction drawings, and other information (and
any changes thereto) necessary to reasonably inform the Landlord of the nature and extent of the
work to be performed by Tenant or its contractors on the Premises.

6.2

6.3 Condition of Premises and Repairs:

Except as otherwise provided herein, Tenant shall, at Tenant's own
expense, keep, maintain and replace the Premises and all parts and systems
thereof including all utility installations and equipment in order that all of them be
and remain in good maintenance, replacement and repair, properly painted and
decorated. All repairs, maintenance and replacements shall be performed by or

(a)
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for Tenant in a prompt, workmanlike manner, shall be promptly paid for by
Tenant and no liens shall be allowed to attach either to the Premises or Tenant's
interest therein.

Landlord shall, at Landlord's own expense, keep maintain, repair, and
replace the outside walls, structural elements, and the roof of the building located
on the Premises, and all subsurface conditions, landscaping, sidewalks, parking
areas and other paved areas within the Premises.

(b)

Maintenance: Tenant shall not permit, allow or cause any act or deed to
be performed in or about the Premises, in the building, or sidewalk or adjoining pavement, which
shall cause or be likely to cause injury to any person on the Premises, or any property on the
Premises or the Premises. Tenant shall at all times keep the Premises in a neat, orderly condition
and shall keep entryways, and delivery areas adjoining Premises clean and free from rubbish or
obstruction.

6.4

6.5 Breakage: Tenant covenants and agrees to replace and repair any broken
doors or windows in the Premises at its cost and expense except when damaged by Landlord or
its agents.

Trade Fixtures: Tenant shall be permitted to install trade fixtures on the
Premises without necessity of consent by Landlord and shall be permitted to remove the same
upon the expiration of this Lease provided Tenant is not in default and returns the Premises to
the same condition in which it existed at the time of original acceptance, reasonable wear and
tear excepted.

6.6

6.7 Inspection: Landlord and its agents shall have the right at all reasonable
times to enter upon and inspect the Premises upon reasonable advance notice to Tenant.

Condition of Premises Upon Termination: Upon the termination of this
Lease, Tenant shall return the Premises to Landlord substantially in the same condition as
accepted, loss by fire or other casualty and reasonable wear and tear excepted.

6.8

Assignment and Subletting:7.

Bv Tenant: Tenant shall not have the right to assign this Lease, nor sublet
the Premises or any portion thereof without the prior written consent of Landlord, which may be
withheld, delayed or conditioned in the sole discretion of the Landlord. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the Parties acknowledge and agree that Tenant shall use its best efforts to sublet a
portion of the Premises to Appalachian State University ("ASU"), or an entity identified by ASU
for purposes of such Tenancy, upon such terms and conditions as Tenant and ASU may
determine.

7.1

Transfer of Landlord’s Interest: In the event of the sale, assignment or
transfer by Landlord of its interest in the Premises or in the Lease (other than a collateral
assignment to secure a debt of Landlord) to a successor in interest who expressly assumes the
obligations of Landlord hereunder, Landlord shall thereupon be released except such obligations
as shall have accrued prior to any such sale, assignment or transfer; and Tenant agrees to look
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solely to such successor in interest of Landlord for performance of such obligations. Landlord’s
assignment of the Lease or of any or all of its rights herein shall in no manner affect Tenant’s
obligations hereunder. Tenant shall thereafter attorn and look to such assignee, as Landlord,
provided Tenant has received written notice of such assignment of Landlord’s interest. In the
event of any assignment by Landlord of its interest in this Lease, or the Rents payable hereunder,
conditional in nature or otherwise, which assignment is made to or held by a bank, trust company
or insurance company holding a Mortgage or being the beneficiary under a Deed of Trust on the
Premises, Tenant agrees the execution thereof by Landlord, and the acceptance thereof by such
holder or beneficiary shall never be deemed an assumption by such holder or beneficiary of any
of the obligations of Landlord hereunder, unless such holder or beneficiary shall, by written
notice sent to Tenant, specifically otherwise elect.

Transfer of Rights to Receive Rent: Landlord shall have the right, without
selling its fee interest in the Premises or assigning its interest in the Premises or assigning its
interest in this Lease to assign from time to time the whole Rent at any time payable hereunder to
persons, firms, corporations, trust or other entities designated by Landlord in written notice to
Tenant and in any such case Tenant shall pay the Rent subject to the terms of this Lease to
Landlord as designee at the address set forth in any such notice for the period covered by such
assignment.

7.3

Estoppel Certificate: Within ten (10) days after request therefore by
Landlord or if upon any sale, assignment or other transfer of the Premises by Landlord, an
estoppel certificate shall be required from Tenant, Tenant shall deliver in recordable form a
statement to any proposed transferee, or to Landlord, certifying any facts that are then true with
respect to this Lease Agreement, including, without limitation (if such be the case), that this
Lease Agreement is in full force and effect, that Tenant is in possession, that Tenant had
commenced the payment of die Rent, and that there are no defenses or offsets to the Lease
Agreement claimed by Tenant.

7.4

Attornment: Tenant covenants and agrees that if by reason of any
default under any obligation of the Landlord secured by the Premises or if the Landlord shall
sell, assign, or transfer in any manner its fee ownership of the Premises or Landlord’s rights
under this Lease terminate, Tenant shall attorn to the then holder of the Tenant’s rights to the
Premises or this Lease and will recognize such holder as the Tenant’s Landlord under this Lease.
Tenant, in consideration of the foregoing, waives the provision of any statute or rule of law now
or hereafter in effect which may give or purport to give Tenant any right of election to terminate
this Lease or to surrender possession of the Premises demised hereby in the event any proceeding
is brought by the Landlord under any such underlying lease to terminate the same, and agrees
that the rights and obligations of Tenant hereunder shall not be affected in any manner
whatsoever by any such proceedings or actions.

7.5

8. Insurance, Liability, Indemnity and Casualty:

Insurance: Landlord shall carry, at Landlord's expense, All Risk insurance
with fire and extended coverage insuring against loss or damage to the buildings and/or other
improvements on the Premises to the maximum, full replacement cost. Tenant shall carry, at
Tenant's expense, All Risk insurance with fire and extended coverage insuring against loss or
damage to Tenant's furnishings, fixtures, inventory, equipment and other property situated or
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placed upon, in or about the Premises to the maximum, full replacement cost, insurable value
thereof with a deductible amount as determined by Tenant. All insurance required hereby shall
be kept in force during the entire Term.

Landlord Not Liable for Damages: Tenant agrees Landlord will not be
responsible to Tenant for damages or injuries to Tenant, or to the Premises, by virtue of broken
water pipes, leaks from sprinkler or heating/air conditioning system(s), if any, or from the roof or
by virtue of earthquakes, riots, windstorms, overflow of water from surface drainage, rains,
water, fire or by any elements or Acts of God, or by the neglect of any person or persons, except
where the same shall arise based upon the negligent act or omission of Landlord, its agents,
employees, or contractors. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Landlord covenants to indemnify,
defend, and hold Tenant harmless from the claims, penalties or demands of any and all persons,
firms and corporations for personal injury or damage to property arising out of or in connection
with Landlord’s use and occupancy of the Premises as contemplated herein, and the Landlord's
use and occupancy, and the use and occupancy by those other than the Tenant, of the
EcoComplex.

8.2

8.3 Hold Harmless Clause and Public Liability Insurance: Tenant covenants
to indemnify, defend, and hold Landlord harmless from the claims, penalties or demands of any
and all persons, firms and corporations for personal injury or damage to property arising out of
or in connection with Tenant’s use and occupancy of the Premises. Tenant shall maintain and
carry, at all times during the Term hereof, public liability insurance with a company authorized
to do business in North Carolina with a rating of AAA or better as determined by A. M. Best and
Company, in the minimum amount of One Million dollars ($1,000,000) single limit and Two
Million dollars ($2,000,000.00) aggregate, bodily injury, death and property damages. Tenant
shall deliver to Landlord memorandum policies of such coverage with companies reasonably
satisfactory to Landlord and naming Landlord as an additional insured therein. Additionally,
Tenant shall maintain at all times during the Term hereof, business automobile insurance in the
minimum amount of One Million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence combined single limit
for bodily injury and property damage liability. The business automobile insurance policy must
include the MCS-90 endorsement. Landlord must be named as an additional insured under
Tenant’s automobile and general liability insurance.

8.4 Workers’ Compensation: Tenant shall obtain, at its own expense, workers’
compensation insurance in accordance with the laws of North Carolina. The workers’
compensation policy must contain a waiver of subrogation in favor of Landlord.

Fire or Casualty: If the Premises shall be damaged or destroyed by fire or
other casualty to the extent it would require in excess of ninety (90) days from the date of such
fire or other casualty to repair or reconstruct the Premises, then either Party shall have the right
to cancel this Lease Agreement upon written Notice to the other, given not more than thirty (30)
days following the date of the event giving rise to such termination. If such fire or other casualty
requires less than ninety (90) days to repair or reconstruct the Premises, Landlord agrees to
promptly effect such repairs or reconstruction and during such time as repairs or reconstruction
are being made, the Rents hereinabove agreed upon shall be abated to the extent and in the
proportion the Premises are untenable for the normal use thereof by Tenant, provided the
abatement of Rents shall become effective at such time as Tenant makes the Premises available
to the Landlord to effect such repairs or reconstruction.

8.5
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Waiver of Subrogation: Neither Landlord nor Tenant nor anyone claiming
by, through, under or in their behalf shall have any claim, right of action or right of subrogation
one against the other for or based upon any loss or damage caused by fire, explosion or other
casualty relating to the Premises or property herein or the building in which the Premises are
located, whether such fire, explosion or other casualty shall arise from the negligence of
Landlord or Tenant, their respective agents or employees, customers or otherwise.

8.6

General: All insurance put forth to satisfy requirements contained in
Sections 8.1 through 8.6 shall require the insurer to provide a minimum of sixty (60) days notice
to Landlord of any material change in coverage, cancellation, or non-renewal. Upon Landlord's
request, Tenant shall provide certificates of insurance to Landlord as evidence of the insurance
required hereunder.

8.7

9. Taxes:

The Parties acknowledge and agree that because the Premises is owned by a
political subdivision of the State of North Carolina, that no ad valorem real property taxes shall
be assessed against the Premises. In the event of a transfer of ownership from Landlord to a
third party, or otherwise, resulting in the assessment of taxes against the Premises, then
Landlord, or Landlord's successor in interest, shall pay all taxes and assessments of every nature
assessed against the Premises. Tenant shall be responsible for the payment of any ad valorem or
other personal property taxes assessed against any stored goods or any contents placed on the
Premises or on any machinery, equipment, or fixtures, located thereon which are owned by
Tenant.

10. Condemnation:

In the event the whole or any substantial part of the Premises, such that the
Premises is are not reasonably usable by Tenant, shall be taken by public authority under the
power of eminent domain, Tenant shall have the option to terminate the within Lease Agreement,
but notwithstanding whether Tenant exercised such option the Term and Rents specified herein
shall terminate as to the part of the Premises taken, effective as of the date possession thereof
shall be required to be delivered pursuant to the final agreement, order, judgment or decree
entered in the exercise of such power. All damages or awards for such taking shall be payable in
full to Landlord and shall be the property of Landlord including, but not limited to, any sums
paid or payable as compensation for loss of value of the leasehold or loss of the fee of any part of
the Premises.

11. Mortgage of Premises:

Subordination to Mortgages: At the option of Landlord this Lease shall be
subordinated to the lien of any mortgage or deed of trust, hereinafter referred to as “Mortgage”,
which Landlord may at any time place on the Premises and Tenant shall execute any instrument
which may be required to effectuate such subordination. At Tenant's request, and at Tenant's
expense, Landlord shall endeavor to deliver to Tenant a recordable agreement signed by the
mortgagee providing in substance that as long as Tenant shall discharge its obligations under this
Lease, the tenancy shall not be disturbed and shall not be affected by any default under the
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mortgage, and in the event of foreclosure, the rights of Tenant shall survive and the Lease shall
continue in full force and effect, including any Term, if any, contained herein.

Notice and Right to Cure: If Landlord shall notify Tenant of the placing
of any Mortgage or Deed of Trust against the Premises, Tenant agrees in the event of any act or
omission by Landlord or any other occurrence which would give Tenant the right to terminate
this Lease, to claim a partial or total eviction, or to reduce any Rent payments hereunder, Tenant
shall not exercise any such rights (a) until it has notified in writing by Certified Mail, Return
Receipt Requested, the holder of any such Mortgage or the beneficiary under any such deed of
trust which at the time shall be a lien on the Premises and of which it has notice of such act or
omission, (b) until a reasonable period, not exceeding sixty (60) days, for commencing the
remedying of such act or omission shall have elapsed following the giving of such notice, and (c)
Landlord or such holder or beneficiary, with reasonable diligence shall not have so commenced
and continued to remedy such act or omission or cause the same to be remedied.

11.2

12. Default:

12.1 Event of Default: Any one or all of the following events shall constitute
an Event of Default hereunder:

(a) if Tenant, or any successor or assignee of Tenant which is in
possession of the Premises, shall file a petition in Bankruptcy or insolvency or for
reorganization under any bankruptcy act, or shall voluntarily take advantage of any such
act by answer or otherwise, or shall make an assignment for the benefit of creditors;

(b) if involuntary proceedings under any bankruptcy law or insolvency act
or receivership action shall be instituted against Tenant, or if any receiver or trustee shall
be appointed for all, or substantially all, of the property of Tenant, and such proceedings
shall not be dismissed or the receivership or trusteeship vacated within sixty (60) days
after the institution or appointment;

(c) if Tenant shall fail to pay any Rent or other sum due from it to
Landlord or any other party in strict accordance with the provisions of this Lease, and if
such failure shall continue for a period of fifteen (15) days after written notice thereof
from Landlord to Tenant. For the purposes hereof, all sums due from Tenant to Landlord
shall constitute Rent whether denominated as Rents or otherwise elsewhere herein;

(d) if Tenant shall fail to fully perform or comply with all of the
conditions or covenants of this Lease, and if the nonperformance or failure shall continue
for a period of thirty (30) days after written notice thereof by Landlord to Tenant or, if the
performance cannot be reasonably completed with the thirty (30) day period, the Tenant
shall not in good faith have commenced performance within the thirty (30) day period
and shall not have diligently proceeded to completion of performance;

(e) if Tenant shall vacate or abandon the Premises; or
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(f) if any interest of Tenant in this Lease or the Premises shall be
transferred, levied upon, assigned, or shall pass to or evolve to any other person, firm or
corporation, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, except as herein permitted.

12.2 Remedies: Upon the occurrence of any Event of Default as set forth
above, Landlord shall have the right, at its option, to utilize any one or more of the following
remedies:

Landlord shall have the right to cancel and terminate this Lease, as
well as all of the right, title and interest of the Tenant hereunder by giving to Tenant
notice of such cancellation at the Premises, whereupon, this Lease and all right, title and
interest of the Tenant hereunder shall terminate and the Tenant shall have no further
rights under this Lease; but such cancellation shall not serve to release or discharge
Tenant from any liability to Landlord; and/or

(a)

Landlord may elect, but shall not be obligated, to make any
payment required of Tenant herein or to correct any condition required to be corrected by
Tenant, or comply with any agreement, term or condition required hereby to be
performed by Tenant, and Landlord shall have the right to enter the Premises for the
purpose of correcting or remedying such condition or default and remain on the Premises
until the complete correction of such condition, however, no expenditure for any
correction by Landlord on behalf of Tenant shall be deemed to waive or release Tenant’s
breach hereof, Landlord shall retain all rights to proceed against Tenant as set forth
herein and Tenant shall be liable for all costs incurred by Landlord; and/or

(b)

Landlord may reenter the Premises immediately with or without
order of Court without being guilty of trespassing and remove the property and personnel
of Tenant and store such property in a public warehouse or at any such other location
selected by Landlord, all at the sole expense of Tenant. After such reentry, Landlord
shall have the right to terminate this Lease by giving notice of termination to Tenant, but
without such notice, the reentry by Landlord shall not terminate this Lease. Upon
termination, Landlord may recover from Tenant all damages resulting from Tenant’s
breach, including but not limited to the cost of recovery of the Premises and placing them
in satisfactory condition, the value of the balance of this Lease over the reasonable rental
value of the Premises for the remainder of the Term, all of which sums shall be
immediately and payable to Landlord; and,

(c)

Landlord may rent the Premises or any part thereof for any term
with or without terminating the Lease, and at such rentals and upon such other terms as
Landlord may elect, and to alter and repair the Premises as Landlord shall deem
necessary. The duties and liabilities of the parties if the Premises are relet as provided
herein shall be as follows:

(A)

In addition to Tenant’s liability to Landlord for the breach of the
Lease, Tenant shall be liable for all expenses of reletting, including
brokers, or finder’s fees and such reasonable attorney’s fees as
Landlord may incur, for alterations and repairs made, for the

1.
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difference between the rent received by Landlord and as provided
under this Lease;

2. Landlord shall have the right, but shall not be required to apply the
rent received from reletting the Premises (a) to reduce the
indebtedness of Tenant to Landlord under the Lease, not including
the indebtedness for Rent, (b) to the expenses of reletting and
alterations and repairs made, (c) to Rents due under this Lease, or
(d) to payment of future Rent under this Lease as it becomes due;

3. If the new lessee does not pay a rental installment promptly to
Landlord, and the rental installment has been credited in advance
of payment to the indebtedness of Tenant other than Rent, or if
rentals from the new lessee have been otherwise applied by the
Landlord as provided for herein and during any rental installment
period for less than the rental payable for the corresponding
installment period under this Lease, Tenant shall pay Landlord the
deficiency, separately, from each rental installment deficiency
period and before the end of that period. Landlord may at any time
after a reletting terminate the Lease for the breach on which
Landlord has based the reentry or subsequently relet the Premises.

(e) In no event shall Landlord's termination of this Lease Agreement
or Tenant's right to possession of the Premises abrogate Tenant's agreement to pay Rent
and additional charges due hereunder for the Term hereof.

All of the rights and remedies provided by law to a Landlord with
defaulting Tenant including all such money damages as Landlord shall be entitled
pursuant to the law of damages.

(f)

12.3 Costs and Attorney’s Fees: Upon any breach hereof by Tenant, regardless
of whether such breach is, or becomes, an Event of Default, Landlord shall be reimbursed by
Tenant for any and all costs including clean-up charges, damages and repair charges and
attorney’s fees incurred by Landlord in connection with such breach and including service
charges and all real estate commissions on all applicable payments for services rendered and
interest at twelve percent (12%) per annum from date due until paid.

13. General Matters:

13.1 Holding Over: In the event Tenant remains in possession of the Premises
after expiration of this Lease, including any exercised Term, if any, without mutual written
agreement to the contrary, Tenant shall not acquire any right, title or interest in or to the
Premises, and in such event, Tenant shall occupy the Premises as a Tenant from month to month,
with Rent equal to one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the Rent amount prior to expiration of
the Term, and otherwise be subject to all of the conditions, provisions and obligations of this
Lease insofar as the same shall be applicable.
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13.2 Covenants of Title and Quiet Enjoyment: Landlord warrants that it is the
sole owner of the Premises; it has the right to enter into this Lease; that on paying Rent and
keeping and performing the agreements and covenants contained herein, Tenant shall have quiet
and peaceable possession of the Premises during the term hereof, free from interruption or
disturbance by Landlord or others.

13.3 Memorandum of Lease: The Parties agree to execute a Memorandum of
Lease for recording purposes if requested by any one of the Parties hereto, to be prepared and
recorded at the expense of the requesting Party.

13.4 Notices: All notices required under this Lease shall be deemed to be
properly served and shall be only served when posted by Certified United States Mail, Postage
Prepaid, Return Receipt Requested, addressed to the party to whom directed at the address herein
set forth or at such other address as may from time to time be designated in writing:

TO LANDLORD: TO TENANT:

To Landlord at the address set forth
for delivery of Rent.

To Tenant at the Premises

13.5 Applicable Law: This Lease is entered into in the State of North Carolina
and shall be construed according to its laws, statutes and ordinances.

13.6 Venue: The parties covenant and agree that to the extent by law permitted
the proper venue of any civil action brought concerning this Lease Agreement or any portion
hereof shall be in Catawba County, North Carolina.

13.7 Effect of Waiver or Forbearance: No waiver by Landlord of any breach
by Tenant of any of its obligations, agreements or covenants hereunder shall be a waiver of any
subsequent breach or of any other obligation, agreement or covenant, nor shall any forbearance
by Landlord to seek a remedy for any breach by Tenant be a waiver by Landlord of its rights and
remedies with respect to such or any subsequent breach.

13.8 Release: At the final termination of this Lease, Tenant shall, if requested
by Landlord, execute and deliver to Landlord an appropriate release in form proper for recording
of all Tenant’s interest in the Premises.

13.9 Severability: If any provision of this Lease shall to any extent be invalid
or unenforceable, the remainder of this Lease shall not be affected thereby and each other
provision of this Lease shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law.

13.10 Interpretation: The captions and table of contents, if any, used in this
Lease are for convenience only and do not in any way limit or amplify the terms or provisions
hereof. Feminine or neuter pronouns shall be substituted for those of the masculine form, and
the plural may be substituted for the singular number in any place or places herein in which the
context may require such substitution or substitutions.
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13.11 Successors and Assigns: The covenants and agreements herein contained
shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their respective heirs,
executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors and assigns, provided nothing herein
shall be construed to permit a transfer or assignment expressly prohibited by the terms of this
Lease.

13.12 Entire Agreement: The within agreement, including all those agreements
incorporated herein by reference, constitutes the entire agreement by and between the parties
hereto, both parties acknowledging the absence of any other representations not herein contained,
and shall not be modified or otherwise amended except by written agreement subsequently
entered into.

13.13 Force Maieure: In the event the Landlord or Tenant shall be delayed,
hindered in, or prevented from the performance of any act required hereunder by reason of
strikes, lockouts, labor troubles, inability to procure materials, failure of power, restrictive
governmental laws or regulations, riots, insurrections, the act, failure to act or default of the other
party, war, fire, water, windstorm, or other reason beyond their control, the performance of such
act shall be excused for the period of delay and the period of performance of any act shall be
extended for a period equivalent to the period of delay.

13.14 Construction: This Lease shall not be construed more strictly against
either party regardless of which party is responsible for the preparation of the same.

13.15 Time: Time is of the essence in regard to each and every term, covenant
and condition of this Lease.

13.16 Landlord use of Premises: The Tenant agrees to reasonably cooperate with
Landlord to permit Landlord access to the Premises from time to time during the Term for the
purpose of conducting educational tours of the Premises and Tenant's biodiesel production
facilities. Tenant further agrees to reasonably cooperate with Landlord to permit Landlord to
utilize the lobby and conference rooms located within the Premises for holding meetings from
time to time. Provided, however, that all such use and access by Landlord shall not unreasonably
interfere with Tenant's business operations within the Premises. Landlord shall coordinate all
such use in advance. Tenant shall have the right to deny access to any group or individual when,
in the discretion of Tenant, such access would be detrimental to the business operations of
Tenant.

13.17 Production Reports. Upon Landlord's request, but no more frequently than
once each calendar quarter during the Term, Tenant shall provide Landlord with reports
identifying the volume of biodiesel and ancillary products produced by Tenant within the
Premises. The Parties acknowledge and agree that such reports are to be used by Landlord in
connection with its promotion of the EcoComplex, and the identification of the renewable energy
being produced and research being conducted therein. The Parties further acknowledge and
agree that except as specifically provided herein, the Tenant has no production requirements, or
limits, in connection with its business operations within the Premises, and that the reporting set
forth in the Paragraph 13.17 shall not be construed so as to create such a production minimum or
limit.
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13.18 Biodiesel Supply to other Catawba County Fleets. Upon the request by
other Landlord controlled fleets, including without limitation Catawba County Schools, Newton
Conover City Schools, and Hickory City Schools, Tenant will offer pricing discounts which are
similar to those provided to the Landlord as set forth herein, subject to delivery charges and such
other terms and conditions as the Tenant and such other fleet owners may otherwise agree.

(signatures appear on following page)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Lease Agreement to be executed
by their duly authorized officers the day and year first above written.

LANDLORD:

/MSi ,
I l ?642 / ? By:
'-'I-''. /«. c Kath5rineW. Barnes, Chairman

'''<« »111»**»*

Catawba County

/?Asyi£

TENANT:

Blue Ridge Bioifiiels, LLC,
a North Carolina limited liability company

lulJjfiJBy:
Woodrow Eaton, General Manager
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THIS INSTRUMENT has been preaudited in the manner required by the Local Government Budget
and Fiscal Control Act as amended.

Qfa jztt.
frdncy N. Miller, Finance Director

Jarns-H-

3 , AO14 a/v/cdZ. a.Date:.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

(3cADate:.
Debra N. Bechtel, County Attorney



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
AFFIDAVIT

COUNTY OF CATAWBA

lOnodr QtiS FLIOQ
behalf of ({(, ("Employer")

.(the individual attesting below ), being duly authorized to execute this affidavit by

and on after first being duly sworn hereby swear or

affirm as follows:

Employer understands that E-Verify is the federal E-Verity program operated by the United States Department
of Homeland Security and other federal agencies, or any successor or equivalent program used to verify the work
authorization of newly hired employees pursuant to federal law in accordance with NCGS §64-25(5).

1 .

Employer is a person, business entity, or other organization that transacts business in this State and that
employs 25 or more employees in this State. (Mark "Yes’* or “No”)
2 .

a. YES - Employer employs 25 or more employees in the State of North Carolina and is in compliance
with Article 2, Chapter 64 of the North Carolina General Statutes.

NO - Employer employs fewer than 25 employees and is not subject to the provisions of Article 2,
Chapter 64 of the North Carolina General Statutes.
b.

Employer understands that employers employing 25 or more employees in this State must use E-Verify. Each
employer, after hiring an employee to work in the United States, must verify the work authorization of the employee
through E-Verify in accordance with Article 2, Chapter 64 of the North Carolina General Statutes.

3.

4. Employer's subcontractors comply with E-Verify, and Employer will ensure compliance with E-Verify by any
subcontractors subsequently hired by Employer.

This 3 day of . 2014.

I hczkjshj
Signature of Affiant

lAjorAi/o1^Print or Type Name:

Title:

State of North Carolina County of Catawba

Signed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me, this the 3
day 'of Or .2014.

My Commission Expires:

) 2 - 5 - *2-0 1«^ Notary Public
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EXHIBIT B
BIODIESEL SUPPLY AGREEMENT

Commencing not more than one (1) year from the Commencement Date, and thereafter during
the Term of the Lease, the Landlord and Tenant agree that Tenant shall supply Landlord, and
Landlord shall purchase from Tenant BIO blended biodiesel fuel ("BIO") upon the following
terms and conditions:

1. Supply. Tenant shall sell to Landlord, and Landlord shall purchase from Tenant, up to
seven thousand (7,000) gallons of BIO each calendar month during the Term upon the
price terms provided herein.

2. Delivery. Tenant shall deliver the B10 to Landlord within ten (10) days following receipt
of Landlord's monthly purchase order (the "Delivery Date") to a storage tank designated
by Landlord located within the Property. Landlord acknowledges and agrees that it shall
install and maintain at Landlord's sole cost and expense a storage tank having a capacity
of not less than ten thousand (10,000) gallons for such purpose.

3. Price. The price of the B10 shall be calculated as of the Delivery Date, based upon a
composite of the two input materials, with ninety percent (90%) being attributed to the
Diesel Price and ten percent (10%) being attributed to the B100 price, as follows:

a. Diesel Price: On the Delivery Date, the Tenant shall obtain the rack price for
petroleum diesel from three (3) of its approved suppliers. The Diesel Price shall
be the lowest of the three per gallon rack prices for petroleum diesel published on
the Delivery Date, plus two cents ($0.02) per gallon; plus

b. B100 Price: The per gallon price of ULSD#2 Tank Wagon price for Catawba
County as published by the NC Department of Administration Division of
Purchases and Contracts, as of the week of the Delivery Date, less twenty cents
($0.20) per gallon; plus

c. All delivery expenses charged to or incurred by Tenant in connection with the
B10.

4. Payment. Payments for B10 shall be due and payable to Tenant thirty (30) days
following the Invoice date.

5. Subsidy Allocation. Tenant shall retain all rights to any State or Federal tax credits,
subsidies, or other incentives, however designated, including without limitation all EPA
RFS Rins, and USDA Bioenergy Program payments in connection with the Tenant's
production of B10 hereunder.

6. Performance Bond. During the Term of the Lease, Tenant shall provide Landlord with a
performance bond in the amount of Thirty Thousand and no/100s dollars ($30,000.00)
(the "Performance Bond") for the guaranteed supply of B10 as provided herein. In the
event Tenant is unable to obtain the Performance Bond on commercially reasonable

R&S 1277543-1



EXHIBIT C
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS LIST

Max Quantity
On HandInventory Item Unit

Vegetable Oil 40,000 gal
Methanol 13,000 gal
Potassium Hydroxide lbs.8000
Sulfuric Acid gal150
Aluminum Chloride 150 gal
Biodiesel 78,000 gal
Glycerin 10,000 gal
Diesel 16000 gal
Ethanox (anti-oxidant) 55 gal

galSantaquin (anti-oxidant) 55
Isopropyl alcohol 10 gal
Mineral Spirits 10 gal
Calcium Hydride 0.5 lbs.

galPower Service (anti gel) 110
Red Dye (for off road
diesel) gal5
miscellaneous lab
supplies gal<1

R&S 1277543-1



terms, in the reasonable discretion of Tenant, then the Landlord shall have the right, but
not the obligation, to terminate this Lease upon not less than one hundred twenty (120)
days Notice to Tenant. Provided, however, that if Tenant has secured the Performance
Bond prior to Landlord's Notice of termination pursuant to this Paragraph 6, then this
Lease shall not be terminated and Tenant shall be entitled to remain in possession of the
Premises.
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EXHIBIT D
LANDLORD'S WORK

Landlord agrees to construct at Landlords expense a retaining dike for bulk storage of Tenant's
liquid inventory having a capacity to contain not less than twenty two thousand (22,000) gallons,
with dimensions not less than thirty four feet (34') by ninety four feet (94') (the "Retaining
Dike"). The Retaining Dike shall be located within the Premises as shown below, and shall be
completed prior to the Commencement Date.

Location of Retaining Dike:

R&S 1277543-1



MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

FROM:  Dale Stiles, County Clerk 

DATE:  April 6, 2026 

IN RE: Declaring Badge and Service Weapon Surplus for Retiring Sheriff, Chief Brian Kelly 

 

REQUEST 
Chief Brian Kelly is retiring effective May 1, 2026.  He has requested his badge and service weapon.  In 
lieu of receiving these items at a Board of Commissioners meeting, he has asked that the weapon and 
badge be presented at a retirement ceremony at a later date. 
 
Accordingly, staff requests the Board of Commissioners declare the badge and weapon surplus effective 
April 6, 2026, pursuant to North Carolina Statute 20-187.2(a). 
 





M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Chris Timberlake, Planning Director 
 
DATE:  April 6, 2026 
 
IN RE:  Map Review Officer Designation    
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REQUEST 
Staff requests the Catawba County Board of Commissioners amend the list of Map Review Officers by 
adoption of the attached resolution.   

 
BACKGROUND 
On July 17, 1997, the General Assembly ratified SB 875 - Maps and Plats Law.  This law requires all 
counties to appoint Review Officers by name, rather than by position, to review each plat or map before 
recordation to certify it meets the statutory requirements for mapping.  Any time a staffing change occurs, 
the Board of Commissioners has to appoint and approve by resolution the new name(s) and subsequently 
record the change in the Register of Deeds Office. 
 
Catawba County is requesting Diana Gandia be added as a review officer. Town of Maiden is requesting 
Addyson Ikard be added as a review officer. Town of Longview and Town of Catawba are requesting Daniel 
Odom be added as a review officer. 
 
With approval of the attached resolution incorporating the changes noted above, the active list of Review 
Officers will be: 
 
Catawba County: Chris Timberlake, Laurie LoCicero, Maggie Izlar, Diana Gandia 
City of Hickory: Brian Frazier, Cal Overby, Mike Kirby, and Wilson Elliott 
City of Newton: Randy Williams and Alex S. Fulbright 
City of Conover: Stephanie Watson, Heather Stephens, Madeleine Epley, and Erik Schlichting  
City of Claremont: Bryce Carter  
Town of Long View: Susan Matheson, Daniel Odom 
Town of Maiden: Blake Wright, Addyson Ikard 
Town of Catawba: Ashley Young, Daniel Odom 
Town of Brookford: Marshall Eckard 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Catawba County Board of Commissioners amend the list of Map Review Officers by 
adoption of the attached resolution.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION #2026-___ 

 APPOINTMENT OF MAP REVIEW OFFICERS 
 
WHEREAS, S.L. 1997-309 (SB875) made a number of significant changes in the procedures for recording 
maps and plats; and 
 
WHEREAS, the main purpose of the law was to transfer the responsibility for reviewing plats to determine 
whether they meet recording requirements from the Register of Deeds to a Review Officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, G.S. 47-30.2 requires the Board of County Commissioners in each County, by resolution, to 
appoint a person or persons to serve as Review Officer to review each plat or map before it is recorded and 
certify that it meets the statutory requirements for recording; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Catawba County Board of Commissioners to insure an expeditious review 
of all maps and plats as required by G.S. 47-30.2 before they are presented to the Register of Deeds for 
recording; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners on October 6, 2025 adopted Resolution #2025-
36 which included names of individuals who were appointed as Review Officers for representative 
jurisdictions in Catawba County; and 
 
WHEREAS, said Resolution was recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds in Book 3976 Pages 0149-
0150; and 
 
WHEREAS, staffing changes have occurred in Catawba County and the Town of Maiden which necessitate 
an amendment to the approved list of Map Review Officers. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Diana Gandia hereby by added to the list of appointed review 
officers for Catawba County and that Addyson Ikard hereby added to the list of appointed Review Officers 
for The Town of Maiden. 
 
With the above change, the comprehensive list of Map Review Officers is as follows: 
Catawba County: Chris Timberlake, Laure LoCicero, Maggie Izlar and Diana Gandia 
City of Hickory: Brian Frazier, Cal Overby, Mike Kirby, Wilson Elliott 
City of Newton: Randy Williams and Alex S. Fulbright 
City of Conover: Stephanie Watson, Heather Stephens, Madeleine Epley, and Erik Schlichting 
City of Claremont: Bryce Carter 
Town of Long View: Susan Matheson, Daniel Odom 
Town of Maiden: Blake Wright , Addyson Ikard 
Town of Catawba: Ashley Young, Daniel Odom  
Town of Brookford: Marshall Eckard 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution designating the Review Officers be 
recorded in the Catawba County Register of Deed’s Office and indexed in the names of the Review Officers. 
 
Adopted this the 6th day of April, 2026. 
 



 
             
         
         
       _______________________________ 
       C. Randall Isenhower, Chair 
       Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
          
 
 
(SEAL) 
 
ATTEST: __________________________ 

Name: Dale R. Stiles 

Title: County Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF CATAWBA    NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

I, _______________________, a Notary Public of said County and State, certify that Dale R. Stiles, 
with whom I am personally acquainted, personally came before me this day and who, being by me duly 
sworn, says she is the County Clerk to the Catawba County Board of Commissioners, a body politic; and 
that foregoing instrument was signed in it name by the Chair of the Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners, attested by her as Clerk and sealed with its corporate seal, all by order and authority duly 
given, and that the said instrument is the act and deed of Catawba County. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal this the ______ day of ___________, 2026. 
 

 
     __________________________________________ 
     Notary Public 
(SEAL)      

Print Name:  ________________________________ 
 
My commission expires: _______________________ 
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