                                                                                                                                                Bunkerhill Va

                                                                                                                                                July 31st 1864

Beloved Wife


I have just recv’d yours of the 21st  and I was truly glad to hear that you recv’d a getting along so well for there is enough distress upon the family at present.  And the death of Gib will add so that Jane will not be of much use for awhile.


I wish you were able to go to see your folks.  But I hope you will soon be able to go.  I would try for a furlough now but I know it would be of no use as it would not be signed.  But I think the Campaign in the Valley is about over.  I don’t think that the Enemy will follow us and I have no idea that we will follow them.  A few days ago I thought we were bound for MD again, we left Winchester and went to Martinsburg and staid there a day or two and then we went to the Potomac at Williamsport.  The cavalry crossed over and one Brigade of our Division.  I was certain we were agoing to make another raid.  But nest morning we came back to Martinsburg, captured one hundred prisoners no loss on our side.

His morning we came to this place, we are now at the forks of the road.  We may go to Winchester or in the direction of Front Royal.  If we go to Winchester I will go ahead and get Gibs things if I can.  I flatter myself that we will go to Strausburg in a few days and that our lines will be established there for awhile.

We have had a detail out for some time threshing wheat.  I think we will stay here until the wheat is all gathered out of the country.  I want to stay here until fall.  I don’t want to have to go back to Richmond while Grant is there.  I think our corps has done its part in this Campaign.  I fully believe that this campaign will end the war.  I hope and pray that it may.  In marching along I think frequently how I would do if this war was over and we had our independence.  I can certainly appreciate living at home with my family, if I ever have the chance again.  As for a mane for the baby, I want you to name it or wait a while.  I can’t think of any name that I particularly prefer.  I tell you that there are so many stearn realities of such melancolly occurrences that I am not very fanciful in my notions at present.

If your Pa should drop off the family will be in a bad fix.  There are so many families connected together now that when an old man dies it effects several families.  

I am glad to hear that you have good seasons.  There will not be much corn raised in this country and the gardens are not much.  We have not had only one rain since we left Richmond.

I wrote sometime ago that I wanted you to get me a hat at Newton one of Smith____-? No 7 7/8.  If you can get Levi or Rowell to get me one do so but if it should be too much trouble don’t get it.  I will try and get to Richmond when we get settled.

I will get a suit from the Government as soon as our waggons get up from Stanton.

                                                                                                              I will close & write soon

                                                                                                              Your Devoted Husband 

                                                                                                                          P.C. Shuford

