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PUBLIC INPUT MEETING SCHEDULED ON RECOMMENDATIONS FOR   

UPDATE TO PARKS MASTER PLAN 
 
Catawba County has scheduled a “drop in” public meeting for residents to learn the results of four 
previous meetings and receive survey results regarding the update to the County Parks Master Plan.   The 
public is encouraged to give their input on recommendations for the Plan update. 
 
The meeting will be held from 4:00 until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 22, 2014, at the Catawba County 
Government Center at 100-A Southwest Boulevard in Newton.  Interested persons are invited to drop by 
at their convenience during those hours to learn the recommendations proposed for the update.   
 
“County staff is continuing a process of updating the Catawba County Parks Master Plan,” said Susan 
Ballbach, Senior Planner. “The current Plan was adopted on December 17, 2007, with the intent of 
updating it in about five years since the parks were relatively new and growing, and new census 
information would be available after 2010.  The update will include consideration of the goals and 
recommendations identified in the original plan and recognize new concepts suggested by the Parks 
Steering Committee and the public.” 
 
The County held four public meetings from mid February through early March 2014, at locations across 
the county.  The public was invited to come to the meetings to look at and interact with maps of the 
County park system and comment on amenities they would like to see at the existing and future parks.  
 
Staff and a Steering Committee have since taken input from the four meetings and survey, and begun 
drafting the update to the Master Plan.   They will be sharing the recommendations proposed for the 
update at the April 22 public meeting.  
 
The County Parks Advisory Committee, twelve citizens appointed by the Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners and charged with advising the Board of Commissioners on park goals and objectives, user 
needs and other issues associated with County Parks, is serving as the Steering Committee for the plan 
update.   
 
The updated plan will focus on key topics including: population trends and projections, existing plans and 
documents, existing park facilities, a recreation needs assessment, goals and recommendations, and the 
development of a final Action Implementation Plan. 
 
Catawba County’s Parks System currently includes three parks.  Baker’s Mountain Park is located in the 
southwestern part of the county, at the highest elevation point in Catawba County (1780 feet), with 189 
acres of mature Chestnut Oak forest and nearly six miles of trails to explore. Riverbend Park is located 
along the Catawba River off Highway 16 at the Alexander County line and features 450 acres and twelve 
miles of trails to explore.  St. Stephens Park, a nine-acre facility, is located beside Clyde Campbell 
Elementary School and includes a 1/3 mile hiking trail which runs near picnic areas and leads through a 
wooded area that makes you feel miles away from a city. 
 
The County also has long-term plans to develop a park on a 589-acre tract of land on Lake Norman, off 
Little Mountain Road in the southeast part of the county.  This land is one of the largest remaining 
undeveloped tracts on Lake Norman and this park will serve the fastest growing area of Catawba County.  
The County is also making plans to expand the historic Bunker Hill Covered Bridge and Murrays Mill 
Parks in partnership with the Catawba County Historical Association. 
 
For more information on the April 22 public meeting or the update of Catawba County’s Parks Master Plan, 
you may contact the Catawba County Department of Planning, Parks and Development at 828-465-8380 or 
sballbach@catawbacountync.gov.    
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CONTACT: SUSAN BALLBACH, SENIOR PLANNER    828-465-8381 
  DAVE HARDIN, PUBLIC INFORMATION DIRECTOR  828-465-8464 
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