COL. GEORGE M. YODER

Died Suddenly at his home Saturday morning--His war record and Public Life.

On Saturday morning about 7:30 o'clock, Col. G. M. Yoder suddenly passed away at his home in Jacobs Fork township. He arose and ate his breakast, although he was not feeling as well as usual, his condition did not cause any unusual alarm to the members of the family but he breathed his last within a short while after his breakfast.

The following record of Col. Yoder is taken from the "Catawba Soldier:"


"G. M. Yoder was born on the 23rd day of August, 1825. his mother died when he was six years old. He received a pretty fair education in the old fashioned school of his day and time. He was a farmer by occupation. He volunteered October, 1862, into Confederate service. He then was the clerk of and master of equity in Catawba county, and stepped into the ranks as a private in Co. F, 38th Regiment. He went to Raleigh to Camp Mangum. The company had volunteered for six months, but before six months had expired Congress passed an act to reorganize the army with an conscript act attached to it. After a few months in camp he was elected Second lieutenant.

They left Camp Mangum, their winter quarters, and were ordered to Weldon to guard the railroad bridge, then to Goldsboro, where the army was reorganised. Being second lieutenant, he did not run again for the office. He came home April, 1863. He was soon elected captain of the home guard of the militia of North Carolina, which position he held until the war closed. He was in camp with the company to guard the frontiers at Table Rock. Was at Salisbury with the command to guard the arsenal when Gen. Stoneman came in and took it with his forces.

After the war, he was again chosen to magistrate to organize the county and was also again chosen as one of the county court. In 1866 he was disfranchised from voting or holding office by law, until that law was repealed by Congress. In 1876, when the Democratic party got control of the State, he was again made magistrate, which position he held until 1894. In 1880 he took the census of Jacobs Fork township, and in 1882, he again was elected county commissioner. In 1890 he again assisted in taking the census--the same year being elected coroner."

Since 1890, of for a period of 30 years, Mr. Yoder has lived a quiet life on the farm. Always interested in the public welfare of his county, State and nation.

He lived the simple life and as a result was given a long life. He was a temperate man, never using tobacco or intoxicating drinks of any kind.

He was one of the best informed men on the family history of the early settlers of this section, and he was frequently consulted by people who had ancestors in Catawba county.

He was a member of the Grace Lutheran church, at which place the funeral services were conducted Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock. Rev. L. L. Lohr conducted the funeral services out doors. It was stated that it was the request of the deceased that his funeral be held on the outside of the church.

A large concourse of people assembled to pay the last tribute of respcet to the memory of one of catawba county's most remarkable citizens.

Col. Yoder was twice married. His first wife was Miss Rebecca Herman, and his second wife who survives, was Miss Eliza Yoder.

To the first union five children were born.  The eldest was F. A. Yoder, who died some years ago. The other children are J. M. Yoder, of Van Wyke, S.C.; C. M. Yoder, Mrs. D. H. Ramseur and Mrs. J. A. Yount, of this county. He had one son by the second wife, Mr. Enloe Yoder, who lived with his parents at the old home place.

Colonel Yoder wrote for the Newton Enterprise for a long period of years and signed himself "X. Y. Z." He also wrote for the Catawba News ever since it came into existence.

Our readers will miss the historical letters that have appeared in this paper for a long period of time. We shall miss the presence of this remarkable old gentleman, who always had a cheerful word for us and always had his face turned towards the sunrise.

The world is made better by the lives of such men. Their influence has a tendency to lift up rather than tear down.
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