Col. G. M. Yoder's Pioneer Letters Brings an Interesting Letter from Gaston County

Some time ago and secently one Mr. Yoder wrote some ancient history of old settles of this country and some removals to Mosury. First I wish to say a goodly number of these removals were from Gaston County, now but then Lincoln County, and were members of Old Philadelphia E. V. Lutheran church, two of these the writer remembers seeing, a Mr. Cloninger (Lawson) by name, I think, who came back as a delegate to represent their little mission established in the west by these old settlers to a conference at his mother Church Philadelphia about 1871 another of his companions by name of Emanuel Costner both of whom were raised in this community and once were member of the above named church. The last named Mr. Costner has a sister by name of Barbra Rhyne who is hail and hearty at the ripe old age of 94 summers who was baptized and confirmed a member of this church in her infancy and still worships there yet. Lives on a part of the farm she was born on which she inherited from her father. And can sing some old tunes that were sung and taught in her girlhood days such as Parting hand and Parting Hymn and others. She married one Jacob Rhyne who passed away several years ago to them were born and raised seven children all of whom are still living the oldest in seventy and the youngest just fifty who still live up to the faith of their mother and were all confirmed members of their Mother church four of whom are members of said church to this day one a member at Trinity in Lincoln county where his father first worshiped at Dallas and one at Iron Station.

This aged lady is know by all old Lutheran pastors as aunt Barbra Rhyne. A sister of the late Ambrose Costner, who was a great worker for Luthernism in the county. She has a niece living in your town. Also a niece to the second generation. A grand daughter near Grace and a cousin at Startown who is up in her eighties. Aunt Barbra has one son that bears the name of the pastor who baptized him. Ambrose Polecrap Hinkle Rhyne and who was pastor at old Philadelphia church at the time. Rev. Hinkle is one of the Lutherans that rode 400 miles from here on horseback to preach to that little mission band in Missouri that Mr. Yoder spoke of in one of his pieces. Now Mr. Yoder if any of you have a record of a lady that beats aunt Barbra's on Luthernism. I would be glad to hear from you. We also have three other members of this church that are nearing their ninetieth birthday that live near this aged lady and she has a brother-in-law by the name of Col. W. G. Morris who has been a worshiper at this church for more than 70 years, though a Methodist himself. He would go with his wife to her church when there was no services at his. If I mistake not he is now past 90.
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