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MORE ABOUT NEWTON

Interesting Incidents, Lynching, Whipping Post, etc.

Adam Gross built his house the time that James Bost built his hotel and court came on and he had not room to accommodate all h is guests. Gross had a room finished in his house and Bost went to see if he could rent the room during court week to put some guest. Gross let him have it. Post furnished all necessary bedding. He put Joe Caldwell from Statesville in it. He was one of those hard cases in his day. He had his fun and sport whenever he had a chance, so after he occupied this room he fell on a plan to have some fun out of the old man Gross. He went to one of the lawyers and told him to tell him that he was a hard case, and whenever he got possession of a house that he was hard to get out and that he had better go over and order him out of the house. So Gross went to Caldwell and said, "Vat are you doing in here", Caldwell replied "this is my house. Gross answered him "it is my house. Caldwell again said "this is my house. Gross said, "you had better get out purty quick." Caldwell said to him, "get out, this is my house." There was an old shot gun in the corner and he seized it and pointed it at Gross and said, "now get out quick." Gross made for the door and ran around the house with Caldwell after him with the old shot gun. The lawyers were standing at the corner of the Wilfong house seeing the fun and laughing and hallowing.

The court house was built during the years 1844 and 1845 by Jonas Bost and William Lonigon and his son who were brick layers. Andy Ramsour got out all the hewn and dressed rock for the court house and jail. The first cage was made of bar iron by Walter Heavner, a blacksmith then living in Newton.

The first jail was built by Reuben Setzer out of hewn logs pinned together by inch pins. The jailor lived in the lower rooms of the jail, but in a few years an ell was built on the west side and the jailor occupied that Andy Helton was keeper of the jail for a long time. During his administration a man by name of Watts hung himself in the cage by making a rope of the bed blankets.

There was a man by the name of Church in jail who was convicted for the killing of a lady near the line of Iredell and Alexander. I think he appealed to the Supreme court. One day a strange man came and looked all around at the structure of the jail and got the jailor to show him all about the jail. I think perhaps told him that they wanted to build a jail but never told his name. A few nights later a large mob appeared and overpowered Andy and took Church out and hung him to a limb not far from the depot. The people did not find the mob out nor was it known in town until day light next morning. The jailor did not make any alarm. I think that he was scared so badly that he did not know what he was doing.

There was also a whipping post in the jail yard where the offenders were whipped for stealing. On one occasion there was one criminal whipped and after he put on his clothes made a bow to the company and said, "gentlemen I thank you for your presence."
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