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Shuford Gold Mine

By Dr. G. C. McNeil 

We promised our readers last week a full accounting of the operations of this mine, situated four miles south of Catawba.  We had the pleasure of a visit to it last week, and the polite and gentlemanly managers, F. W.  Dygert and Wallace Nichols took us around to see the "elephant" Mr. Dygert is general business manager and Mr. Nichols, an experienced California miner, superintends the mining department.

Wm. A. Sweet, of Syrannse, NY, a wealthy capitalists, is the owner and has in one year paid for labor $900,000 We state these facts so the people of this country may known the standing of the company, they may have to deal with, and properly appreciate the importance of it in being capable of developing our hidden resources.

This mine has been worked for gold for many years, and, we presume, with profits, on the old frying pan and rocket system.  The quantity of the precious metal extracted from the mine, in ante bellum days, and since the war, would amount to several thousand dollars.  It was undoubtedly remunerative under the old, system of mining, because somebody was always "pegging" away to replenish an exhausted pocketbook.  We believe John C. Shuford, from whom it has taken its name, was among the first to commence work, but at what time, we are unable to say. We commence at the beginning, where the work was begun, which is a large dirt dam across a stream.  This dam is 20 feet high, 150 feet long and the bottom or base of the dam, is 80 feet wide.  the object of the dam is to make a large reservoir or pond of water which we suppose covers some thirty acres or more of land.  This pond gradually fills up as the sand is washed down into it.  Two small streams supply the water, and there is no water lost only by evaporation, as it is used over and over and the supply has been sufficiently adequate for all the purposes. The water is converted from the pond to the engine at a distance of three hundred and fifty feet by a flume.  Here they have a large seventy five horse power boiler and fifty horse engine.  Babcock and Wiloux's make of New York.  The pump is 24X 25-steam cylinder, and 17 X 24 water cylinder of Knowle's Patent.  The water is carried from the engine to where the washing or raining operations are going on, through iron pipes in distance of 1875 feet.  To get where the gold is, it was necessary to cut a tunnel 275 feet long, 6 feet high and 5 feet wide.  The beginning of this tunnel is 1500 feet from the engine.  From the upper end of the tunnel, there is a shaft cut twenty feet deep to where the washing is going on.  The mode of working the mine, is on the general principles of hydraulic mining.  These principles are as near nature as science can well imitate. The (...) is carried up an incline plane of some fifty feet and returned in   (...) boxes, like our common____________ and separates the gold from the clay or dirt and leaves it in crevices in the sluice boxes as is done in our streams.

Two nozzles are used for the purpose of  ________an inch and the other one and a half inches in diameter with a pressure of 80 lb,  to the luck on both of them.  With these two nozzles playing on the embankment with a powerful stream of water they melt before it, like the snow in the rays.

