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Family History

A history of one of the common families of the country will attract but little attention by any people except the family in whose name the history is written.

According to the best information given me a man by the name of JOHN SHUFORD left the state of Pennsylvania before the war of the Revolution and come south and settled in the western part of North Carolina.

He was found in North Carolina as early as 1766.  This date is taken from a gravestone found in the graveyard upon his farm.  According to this gravestone the first death in his family took place in 1766.  He was in North Carolina a few years before the date of this first death in his family. The western part of North Carolina was settled by German people from Pennsylvania.  They came to North Carolina as early as 1750.  And continued to come at different times until a few years before the war of the Revolution.

It was during this period that JOHN SHUFORD came to North Carolina.  When he came south, he was married.  He brought his wife and children with him to North Carolina.  He was a man of German origin and spoke the German language.  He may be called the fourth of the Shuford family in North Carolina.  JOHN SHUFORD was persuaded to come south by HENRY WHITENER.  Henry Whitener was the first white man that came to the South Fork country.  His posterity lives in the same locality at this time.  The Shuford family and the Whitener family have lived in the same locality for several generations.  They were brought under the initiative of the Reformed church by Rev. Andrew Lowretz. He was the father of the Reformed church in North Carolina.  The early memoirs of these families spent their lives upon farms.  During late years many of them have moved up to (illegible)  

John Shuford and his wife and some of his children (illegible) farm.  The graveyard (illegible) farm may be all (illegible) graveyard.

Mr. (illegible) has looked after the graveyard for many years.  He     placed a rock fence around it.  He deserves much praise for looking after the graveyard.  The (illegible) of Sidney Shuford is buried in this graveyard.  She was a Miss Baker and was the first wife of George Shuford.  George Shuford was a good man in his day.  he was for many years an elder in Grace Reformed church. Some of the Shufords who are now living speak of having a good fence placed around the original Shuford graveyard.  The sepulchers of the departed should be held as sacred by the living.  This graveyard of the Shuford family on the Lee Whitener farm will be a good place for a family reunion.  The old house that John Shuford built is still standing.  This will be a good place to hold a memorial service in the name of the family.  Such a service will be favorable for collecting family history.  This history can be recorded for the use of coming generations of the family.
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