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Catawba Scenes

EPHRAIM PERKINS and his lovely bride spent their honeymoon visiting their friends.  What married couple will ever forget their honeymoon--the primrose path of pleasure, peace, joy, ecstatic bliss!  not a care, not a wave of trouble disturbs their happy souls.  After that they enter into a new life.  They have to swarm out from the old hive.  A new government must be established--often ruled by a queen.  They would like to linger around the old homestead; but like the eagles, the eaglets must be pushed from their nests, their infant wings to try and battle through the storms of life.  They were settled on a plantation not far from the home of their childhood, now owned by M. J. Cochran.  In the process of time they became they happy recipients of ten children--five sons and five daughters.  The sons were Elisha, who married Linny Sherrill, his neighbor Enos Sherrill's daughter.  David died unmarried.  John married Elizabeth Norris and Robert married Elizabeth Martin, who died and he married her sister Matilda.  The daughters were Adaline, who married Abel A. Shuford.  Caroline married Colin Campbell of Tennessee.  Catherine married John Beard.  Elizabeth married Dr. Robert Adams and Martha, called Patsy, married the Hon. F. D. Reinhardt, who represented old Lincoln county from 1844 till 1850 in the North Carolina Legislature.  Patsy was the youngest daughter.  She was large, fine looking dignified and of excellent manners.  She was full of kindness and benevolence.  She was a loving wife, an affectionate mother, a good neighbor and a devoted christian.  She loved her husband, her children, and her kin and her God.  She was baptized by her brother in law, Rev. R. J. Miller and afterwards confirmed by him--a member of the Episcopal Church, the church of her father, but when she married, she joined the church of her husband, the Reformed Church.  She considered that the four great reformed churches of the 16th century--the Anglican or Episcopal, the Lutheran, the German or Dutch Reformed and the Scotch Reformed or Presbyterian churches were essentially the same, in their main features--justification by faith and salvation by grace.

