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Charles Town in South Carolina. May 12.

ACCORDING to Letters received yesterday from Gentlemen of Repute in Rowan County; in North Carolina, upon the North Borders of this Province, dated the 28th of April, and 1st, 3rd and 5th Instant, many horrid Murders have lately been committed by Indians on the Yadkin and Catawba Rivers. The Number of People killed, in some Letters, are said to be 13 or 14 in others 17 or 18: and the Murderers are supposed to be Cherokees, though they may as well be Shawnees, or of those Indians who were prevailed on to quit the Ohio with the French Garrison of Fort Duquesne. Among the Killed are named John Snap, Thomas Ellis, Thomas Adams,  Daniel Holsey, and Joseph Rentford, in the upper Branch of the Yadkin; John Hannah and his Family (supposed to be 7 in Number) near Fort Dobbs and CONRAD MULL, on the Catawba River. The Catawba Nation was greatly exasperated on this Occasion, as soon as they heard of the Murders, sent out 30 of their best Warriors, under Capt. Matthew Tool, in Pursuit of the Enemy. In the mean time all the Frontier In habitants arc very much alarmed, many of them have desisted Planting, and others are fortifying themselves.

—- However alarming these Accounts may be, we are not without hopes that if the Murderers are even Cherokees, the Little Carpenter will, by keeping his Promise, restrain, if not effectually put a Stop to, such Violences for the future.

Some Creek Indians are come to Town this Week; whose Errand seems to be mysterious.

This Morning His Excellency our Governor set out for George Town with Captain Dudgeon (the Engineer lately arrived here) to fix on a proper Spot for building a Fort there, with the Money that has been granted for that Purpose.

May 19. The Errand of those Creek Indians who came to Town last Week was thought mysterious, because they, in particular, had always been attached to the French interest, and no Arguments or persuasions had ever availed to bring them to Charles Town. ‘Tis true, they have now declared that they came purposely to attach themselves to us: but then what Occasion had then to make their Visit to Charles Town by the round about Way of the Cherokee and Catawba Nations? The young Lieutenant, who is one of them, is known to have been, not long since, at Mobille: However they have been treated as Friends here; and perhaps their Ideas of the two nations, from their Interviews with the Governor, and from what they have observed at Mobille and here maybe changed.

By some Accounts received since our last, there is hardly any Room to doubt, that they were Lower Cherokees who committed the late horrid Murders in Rowan County, North Carolina.

May 23. Captain Cowley arrived yesterday Afternoon, in eight Weeks from Gibraltar, and informs, That the Earl of Home, Governor of that Place, was there with eight Regiments and Admiral Broderick with ten Sail of the Line, and four Frigates, was in the Harbour. All was quiet in those Parts and there seemed to be more than usual Friendship between the Officers of the Garrison and the Spaniards. It was talked that a formidable Fleet was fitting out by the French at Toulon. Admiral Broderick had several small Vessels continually going for Intelligence. Some Frigates were stationed at proper Places, and the whole Fleet was ready to put to Sea on the first Notice of any French Ships of War stirring from Toulon. A great Number of French Prizes continued to be brought in daily to Gibraltar.

May 26. The Chickesaw, who lately went in Pursuit of the Shawanese that were removing from a Settlement they had made near the Halbama Fort, to join a Nation of other Indians called Causcoskees, residing on the North Side of the Missisippi. near the new French Fort lately erected in the Fork of the Ouabash and Cherokee Rivers, are returned from that Expedition: Of which we have the following Account, viz.

The other Advices we have from the Chickasaw Nation are, that a Chickasaw who was taken by some Northern Indians on the 15th of June last, and carried to the new French Fort on the Ouabash and Cherokee Rivers, had made his Escape, and returned to the Nation the 4th of December and informed, that the Northern Indians were under very great Apprehensions of being attacked by the English; and that at the Time of his escaping, great Numbers of French were daily coming in there; no doubt those who retired from Fort Duquesne. That on the 17th of December a peace was concluded between the Chickasaws and Choctaws, who had ever been at War, conditionally, that the whole Choctaw Nation quitted the French Interest entirely, and embraced that of the English which they were extremely solicitous to do that on the First of January last 14 Chickasaws who had been to war against the French Fort before mentioned, returned with two Northern Indians Scalps; and told, that on this side the said Fort, as they were returning, they discovered above 100 French coming down in Boats, and in the Night, the Moon shining clear, got up close to them, when every Man discharged his Piece, and made the best of his Way off. And that on the Third of April last, one Benjamin Lyons formerly a Pack horse man, was killed in the old Fields in Sight of the Nation, as he was hunting his Horses: But the Chickasaws were gone to take Satisfaction for his Death.

May 30. We hear proper Measures have been taken by the Administration here, for obtaining effectual Satisfaction for the outrageous Breach of Treaty, and impudent and barbarous Insult committed by those Cherokees, in murdering and scalping the Rowan Settlers.

June 2. No Express arrived Yesterday from the Cherokees. But Letters were then received from thence, by a private Hand; which, however, did not contain any Advices of much Importance. Neither of the parties, that went out to War against the French some Time ago, from Fort Loudoun, under Thick Legs and another Cherokee Chief, were yet returned, nor any news received from them, when these Letters were dated:

Nor has any Account been received of a French Fort being built on the River Tennessee.
