The Catawba County News

June 23, 1908

Last Saturday afternoon RUFUS CLARK the 13 year old son of MR. DAVID CLARK, who lives near the Clyde Cotton Mills was starting a fire with kerosene oil.  He did not know there was a fire in the stove and when he poured the oil on the live coals, the can exploded and set his clothes on fire.  He ran to the nearest house, where the flames were extinguished by the skin had been burned over the entire body.  The doctors arrived as soon as possible and did all in their power to relieve the boy's suffering.  He died the same afternoon at 7 o'clock and was buried in East View Cemetery Sunday at 4 o'clock.  The young man was just recovering from an accident in which his foot was broken by being caught in an elevator some time ago.
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