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May 17, 2013 

 
CATAWBA COUNTY REQUESTS STATE ASSISTANCE FOR FLOODED HOMES 

 
NEWTON, NC—Catawba County Emergency Management has formally requested disaster assistance from the 
State of North Carolina for victims of the May 6, 2013, flooding.  
 
A letter asking for State disaster assistance was sent on May 10, 2013, to the State of North Carolina Division of 
Emergency Management. The letter outlined the need for additional consideration based on the following damage 
numbers, which are up to date as of May 11, 2013: 
 
Destroyed- 1 
Major damage- 20 
Minor damage- 6 
Habitable with some damage- 26 
 
As of the evening of May 10, 2013, at least 24 homes have not had power restored due to the extent of their damage. 
 
The letter to the State requested that a joint damage assessment team visit Catawba County to tour affected areas as 
part of the State's determination on the granting of Catawba County's request for assistance. A State Damage 
Assessment team was in the flooded areas on May 15.  
 
If a State declaration for assistance is granted, Catawba County Emergency Management will contact affected 
homeowners to give them information on how to apply for assistance.  A decision from the State could take several 
weeks. 
 
The State of Emergency in Catawba County was terminated on May 10, 2013, at 1:00 pm by Katherine W. Barnes, 
Chair of the Catawba County Board of Commissioners.  
 
Catawba County Emergency Management teams were in affected areas throughout the week of May 6, delivering 
clean up supplies and distributing recovery information. 
 
Owners of homes that were affected by the flooding should call Catawba County Emergency Service at 828-465-
8230 if they are not sure if they are on the list of affected houses.   
 
Homes that still need electricity restored will need to speak with Catawba County Building Services at 828-465-8454 
about an inspection and for information about the power restoration process.   
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MEDIA CONTACT: KARYN YAUSSY, EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR (828)465-8989 
KYAUSSY@CATAWBACOUNTYNC.GOV 
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