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Ten-Day Effort Results in More than 2,500 Flu Immunizations in 43 Schools 

 

HICKORY, NC – Between February 16 and 24, 2011, more than 2,500 students in Catawba County’s 

three public school systems received the 2010-11 flu vaccine due to a successful partnership between the 

schools and Catawba County Public Health. 

 

In early February, Catawba County Public Health worked with all three local school systems to offer flu 

vaccines free of charge to children enrolled in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade. With support from 

immunization clinic staff, Catawba County Public Health’s school nurses collected permission forms 

from parents and coordinated flu vaccine mini-clinics at 43 schools from February 16-24. 

 

“When flu incidence spiked high in schools at the end of January, we decided to act quickly and offer the 

flu vaccine to students who had not already received it,” said Rhonda Stikeleather, RN, BSN, NCSN, 

school nurse supervisor for Catawba County Public Health.  “Being able to immunize so many children 

in such a short period of time is a result of the excellent working relationships our school nurses have 

within the schools.  They were pivotal to getting the word out to parents and coordinating logistics with 

each school, and we are grateful to everyone who helped make this effort a success.” 

 

Located in Hickory, N.C., Catawba County Public Health provides health and education services to 

eligible men, women and children in the community.  For more information, please call (828) 695-5800 

or visit www.catawbacountync.gov/phealth. 
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