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A Big Read Companion Event:  Bryan Stevenson’s Award Winning “Just Mercy” 

Newton, NC – The Big Read continues across Catawba County with Harper Lee’s, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, during the month of March. As a part of this community reading initiative the 
Catawba County Library System is hosting a companion read of Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy, 
an unforgettable true story about the redeeming potential of mercy, and winner of the 
Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction. 

The Main Library in Newton will host a discussion of the book, as well as a viewing of Bryan 
Stevenson’s powerful TED talk about justice and the power of identity, on Thursday, March 31st 
at 6 pm. 

Just Mercy is a memorable account of an idealistic young lawyer’s coming of age, an emotional 
window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in 
the pursuit of true justice. 

Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal 
practice dedicated to defending those who are most desperate and in need.  One of his first 
cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious 
murder he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, politics, and legal 
maneuvering that transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever, and led to this 
widely acclaimed book. 

For the latest in library news, visit librarynews.catawbacountync.gov, or stop by your local branch. 
                                                                                                                               

About: The Catawba County Library is our community’s place to connect, explore, and grow.  We empower lives and build our 
community by bringing people, information, and ideas together. The library, headquartered in Newton, serves the community 
with seven locations throughout the county and is a year-round, integral provider of early literacy and lifelong learning 
resources and programming.  The library also provides a full complement of computer and digital services, classes, and support 
to bridge the digital divide, empower job seekers, and enhance community quality of life and economic health. 
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