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Self checkout system up and running

Customers can now check out their own materials at Catawba County Library System.

Sentry Quik-Check systems have been installed at all seven library locations, thanks to a grant
from the State Library of North Carolina. Due to increased usage of libraries, the machines will help
customers check out books themselves and free up staff to help customers locate information and

materials, according to Karen Foss, library director.

The state library awarded more than $60,000 for the automated system. Customers scan the
barcode on their library cards, key in a “PIN” number and then scan the barcodes on their materials. The

machine provides a paper slip stating the due dates.

Books, magazines and audiobooks may be checked out for 14 days at a time, with two renewals
provided there are no pending “holds” for other customers. A seven-day loan period applies to DVDs,

music and computer software and equipment.

Hours adjusted for library

Reduced sales and property tax revenues over the past year have prompted the county
commissioners to trim the library system budget. As of July 1, Sunday hours will be eliminated at all
seven locations. Meanwhile, business hours for the Conover branch have been brought in line with those
of the smaller branches. The new schedule is as follows:

Newton: Monday--Thursday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday &. Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

St. Stephens: Monday & Tuesday 12-8, Wednesday through Saturday 9-6.

Southwest: Monday & Tuesday 12-8, Wednesday through Friday 9- 6, Saturday 9-2.

Conover, Maiden & Sherrills Ford: Tuesday, 12-8, Wednesday through Friday, 9- 6, Saturday 9 -2.

Claremont: Tuesday through Friday 12-6, Saturday 9-2
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