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AREA CHURCHES ASSIST CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 
 
HICKORY -- Several area churches conducted special projects during the holidays to assist the families of 
children participating in The Backpack Program of Catawba County. 
 
Corinth Reformed Church of Hickory sponsored Thanksgiving meals for families with children at 
Grandview and Northview middle schools who participate in The Backpack Program. The church paid for 
the food, cooked the meals and delivered them to the families' homes. 
 
Woodlawn Baptist Church of Conover delivered Christmas meals to families with children participating in 
The Backpack Program at South Newton and Thornton Elementary schools. They paid for the meals and 
delivered the food to the families during the week of Christmas. 
 
Several Hickory churches participating in a joint Thanksgiving Day service collected a love offering, which 
was donated to The Backpack Program. The offering of $1,700 will be used to purchase food. The 
participating churches are Corinth Reformed, Viewmont Baptist, First Presbyterian of Hickory, St. 
Aloysius Catholic, First Baptist of Hickory, St. Luke's United Methodist and Holy Trinity Lutheran. 
 
All food and labor for The Backpack Program is donated. During Fiscal Year 2011-2012, The Backpack 
Program provided 236,849 meals to 1,004 school children in need. Volunteers spent 2,856 hours packing 
the food and delivering it to students. 
 
This program is a collaboration between Catawba County Social Services, Eastern Catawba Cooperative 
Christian Ministry, BB&T, area churches, schools, businesses, civic clubs and individuals. To find out how 
you or your organization can help, go to http://www.catawbacountync.gov/Backpack, or call Amanda 
Freeland, program coordinator, at 828-695-5648.  
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