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Shurtape Takes Proactive Role in the Prevention of Child Abuse 
 
Thirty-two Shurtape employees completed Darkness to Light Stewards of Children Prevention Training on Dec. 
18. The employees learned the skills to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. “We 
were pleased to offer this education to our employees and increase their awareness as to the impact of child 
abuse - on affected children, our community, and society in general. The sessions were eye-opening to all who 
attended,” said Gary Garvey, vice president, human resources. 
 
Darkness to Light Stewards of Children is a nationally recognized child sexual abuse prevention training proven 
effective in educating adults to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to child sexual abuse and only takes 2.5 
hours to complete. In June 2011 the Children’s Advocacy & Protection Center of Catawba County launched a 
Prevent-A-Thon with the goal of training 6,000 (5 percent) of Catawba County's adults using the Stewards of 
Children prevention curriculum. The goal of 5 percent is based on Malcolm Gladwell’s book, The Tipping 
Point, which suggests that if you influence 5 percent of a population to think and act a certain way, you can 
ignite social change. “And that is what this training does,” says Deborah Johnson, executive director of the 
Children’s Advocacy & Protection Center. “We are seeing a difference in our community, and when businesses 
like Shurtape commit their time to learn 
the facts about child sexual abuse, they 
are helping ignite social change.”  
 
CAPC has been able to offer this 
valuable training at no cost thanks to the 
Catawba County United Way and 
Kiwanis International. To learn more 
about the training and how to schedule a 
training for your organization, contact 
Kate Landry at 828 465-8162, email her 
at klandry@catawbacountync.gov or visit 
the CAPC website at 
www.catawbacountycapc.org. Please join 
Shurtape and the other 2,600 adults who 
have been trained and help ignite social 
change in Catawba County! 
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Deborah Johnson, executive director of the Children's Advocacy & Protection 
Center, interacts with Shurtape employees during a recent Darkness to Light 
Stewards of Children training. 
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