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SOCIAL SERVICES EMPLOYEE SPREADS MESSAGE ABOUT NEW CHILD ABUSE 
REPORTING LAW 
 
HICKORY -- Did you know that a new North Carolina law makes it a misdemeanor for any resident who 
suspects a child is being abused or neglected to fail to report it to the proper authorities? 
 
This new law, sometimes referred to as Caylee's Law, was passed by the General Assembly in December 
2013, yet few members of the public are aware of it, said Bobbie Sigmon, a supervisor in Child Protective 
Services at Catawba County Social Services. The law was named after 2-year-old Caylee Anthony of  
Florida. Her mother, Casey Marie Anthony, was charged with murder after the Caylee's grandmother 
reported the child missing in 2008, at least a month after the child had last been seen. Caylee's skeletal 
remains were eventually recovered, but officials were unable to determine the cause of death, resulting in 
the mother's acquittal. Public outcry resulted in so-called Caylee's Laws being passed in a number of states. 
 
Until December, North Carolina was one of only three states in the nation to have no legal penalty for 
failure to report child abuse. However, the state has had a mandatory reporting law since 1971. 
 
Sigmon has been speaking to groups of educators, medical 
professionals, law enforcement officials, and other interested 
citizens about their duty to report suspected child abuse. She 
recently distributed 520 copies of the book "Reporting Child 
Abuse and Neglect in North Carolina." This book by Janet 
Mason was published by the University of North Carolina 
School of Government and includes information about the new 
reporting law. The books were paid for with a grant. 
 
"Not only do I want to educate the public about what we do, 
but I want to educate the public that it's their obligation and 
duty to report," Sigmon said. Catawba County Child Protective 
Services records show that most reports are made by teachers, medical professionals and law enforcement 
officers, which is why she distributed the books to persons in those fields. 
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However, any North Carolina resident is required by law to report suspected abuse. To make a report, call 
828-324-9111. You may make an anonymous report, although it is helpful to investigators if you identify 
yourself. Those who make reports in good faith are protected from legal liability. For more information 
about signs of abuse and how to make a report, go to 
http://www.catawbacountync.gov/dss/f&csvs/CPSReporting.asp. 
 
If your civic group or organization would like to hear a presentation on the child abuse and neglect 
reporting laws in North Carolina, contact Sigmon at 828-695-2007 or bobbies@catawbacountync.gov. 
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