
 

 

AGENDA 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Monday, May 15, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 Courthouse 

30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC 
 

 
1. Call to Order. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Invocation. 
 
4. Approval of the Minutes from the Board’s Regular Meeting of May 1, 2017. 
 
5. Recognition of Special Guests. 
 
6. Public Comments. 
 
7.  Presentations: 
 a. Emergency Medical Services Week Proclamation. Presented to EMS 

Manager Sylvia Fisher.  
 b. Catawba County Youth Council Presentation.  Presented by 4-H and 

Catawba County Youth Council Member Kat Stulpin. 
 
8. Appointments. 
 a. K-64 Board Members. 
 b. Other Appointments. 
 
9. Departmental Report. 
 Utilities and Engineering. 

House Bill 630 Water Lines for Unserved Properties within One-Half Mile of the 
Marshall Steam Station’s Coal Ash Basins.  Presented by Utilities and 
Engineering Director Barry Edwards.  

   
10. Other Items of Business. 
       
11. Manager’s Report. 
 Recommended FY2017/18 Budget. 
   
12. Attorneys’ Report. 
   
13. Adjournment. 
 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-
465-8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Access to the 1924 Courthouse for individuals with 
disabilities is at the south side (“A” Street). The elevator is located at the north end of the building. Participation 
in public meetings is without regard to race, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, color, or disability. 
 
CALENDAR: The Board of Commissioners Special Meeting of Monday, May 22, 2017, will take place at 
8:00 a.m. in the 1924 Courthouse for the purpose of conducting budget hearings with Departments and 
Outside Agencies. The Board of Commissioners Special Meeting of Thursday, June 1, 2017, will take 
place at 7:00 p.m. in the 1924 Courthouse for the purpose of conducting a public hearing and wrap-up of 
the recommended FY2107/18 County Budget. 



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

“Keeping the Spirit Alive Since 1842!” 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

            EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK 
 May 21-27, 2017 
 
WHEREAS, emergency medical services (EMS) is a vital public service; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams are ready to provide 
lifesaving care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and 
 
WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and 
recovery rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and  
 
WHEREAS, the emergency medical services system consists of first responders, 
emergency medical dispatchers, emergency medical technicians, paramedics, 
firefighters, educators, administrators, emergency nurses, emergency physicians, 
and others; and 
 
WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams, whether career or 
volunteer, engage in thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing 
education to enhance their lifesaving skills; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has demonstrated its support for 
professionalism in Emergency Services through investments in staffing, training and 
equipment necessary to provide quality services, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of 
emergency medical services providers by designating Emergency Medical Services 
Week. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS does 
hereby proclaim the week of May 21-27, 2017 as "Emergency Medical Services Week 
in Catawba County" and encourages the community to observe this week with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 
 
This the 15th day of May, 2017. 
 

____________________________________ 
Randy Isenhower, Chair 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:    Catawba County Board of Commissioners  
 
FROM:    Policy and Public Works Subcommittee 
 
DATE:    May 15, 2017 
 
IN RE:  House Bill 630 Water Lines for Unserved Properties within One‐Half Mile of the Marshall Steam Station’s 

Coal Ash Basins 
 
REQUEST 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Board of Commissioners approve a contract with Duke Energy 
to provide public waterlines to unserved properties within one‐half mile of Marshall Steam Station’s coal ash basins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In July 2016, then Governor Pat McCrory signed into law a bill requiring owners of coal ash basins to supply permanent water 
solutions to all properties within one‐half mile radius of the basins.  This bill includes Duke Energy’s Marshall Steam Station.  
Since the signing of the law, Catawba County and City of Hickory utility staff have met with Duke Energy and its consulting 
engineers,  Dewberry  Engineering,  to  determine  how  public water  can  be  supplied  to  the  households  affected  by  the 
legislation.  The households receiving public water must be connected by October 2018.   
 
Catawba County staff and Duke Energy have now agreed to contract terms and are ready to move forward with the design 
and construction of a permanent water solution for the affected properties.   The terms of the contract give Catawba County 
control  of  the  project with Duke  Energy  reimbursing  the  County  for  all  project  related  expenses,  including  design  and 
construction.  Duke has also agreed to pay the County an Administrative Fee equal to fifteen percent (15%) of the cost of 
engineering, and construction inclusive of any preliminary work and supplemental re‐work, necessary to construct the water 
lines. Catawba County is in the RFQ process for selecting an engineering firm for design and construction administration.  The 
County, in conjunction with City of Hickory, will design and construct the new waterlines. Once construction is complete and 
the new water lines in service, Duke Energy will then connect each eligible household.  The total estimate for the project is 
$2,500,000 and is included as a project in the upcoming FY 2017/18 budget.  As the County pays invoices from the engineering 
firm and contractor, staff will submit reimbursement invoices to Duke Energy which will also include the Administrative Fee.   
 
Additionally, project  identification signs will be erected at prominent  locations within the project area for the purpose of 
identifying  the project,  its  funding source, and contact  information  for questions regarding  the project.   These signs will 
generally be four (4) feet in height x eight (8) feet in length mounted such that the bottom of the sign will be about four (4) 
feet above the ground and indicate this is a Duke Energy project.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Board of Commissioners approve a contract with Duke Energy 
to provide public waterlines to unserved properties within one‐half mile of Marshall Steam Station’s coal ash basins. 
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