
 
 

AGENDA 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Monday, November 17, 2014, 7:00 p.m. 
Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 Courthouse 

30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC 
 
 
1. Call to Order. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Invocation. 
 
4. Approval of the minutes from the Board’s Regular Meeting of November 3, 2014.  
  
5. Recognition of Special Guests. 
 
6. Public Comment for Items Not on the Agenda. 
 
7. Presentations: 

a. Recognition of the 2014 National Educator Award Winner Angie Sigmon. 
b. Update on the Catawba County Youth Council.  Presented by Catawba 

County Youth Council President and Vice-President Cole Lackey and 
Thomas McBrayer. 

c. Farm-City Week Proclamation. Presented by NC Cooperative Extension 
Agent Kelly Groves. 

 
8. Appointments. 
 
9. Departmental Reports. 
 Tax 
 Extension for Listing Personal Property.  Presented by Tax Administrator Mark 

Logan. 
 
10. Other Items of Business. 
 Recognition of Retiring Commissioner Lynn M. Lail. 
   
11. Attorneys’ Report. 
 
12. Manager’s Report. 
  
13. Adjournment. 
 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-465-
8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Access to the 1924 Courthouse for individuals with 
disabilities is at the south side (“A” Street). The elevator is located at the north end of the building. Participation 
in public meetings is without regard to race, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, color, or disability. 
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INFOTALK/INTERNET: The Catawba County Telephone Information System will allow you to use your touch 
tone telephone to obtain current information on Catawba County 24 hours a day. Information is updated on a 
regular basis. Dial 465-8468 and INFOTALK will direct your questions with easy to understand instructions. 
Reach Catawba County on the Internet at http://www.catawbacountync.gov. 
 
CALENDAR:  The December Board of Commissioners Meetings will take place on Monday, December 1, 
2014 at 9:30 (following the Annual Breakfast Meeting with NC Cooperative Extension from 8:00-9:00 
a.m.) and on Monday, December 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 



 
PREVIEW OF COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2014, 7 P.M. 
ROBERT E. HIBBITTS MEETING ROOM 

1924 COURTHOUSE, NEWTON, N.C. 
 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners will receive an update on the activities of the Catawba County 
Youth Council and honor Commissioner Lynn Lail for her service to the community and to the Board of 
Commissioners as she prepares to retire after serving three terms on the Board, when the Board meets at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, November 17, 2014, at the 1924 Courthouse at 30 North College Avenue in Newton. 
 
The Board will consider granting the County Tax Administrator the authority to allow extensions for listing 
personal property on an individual basis, upon written request and for good cause shown.  No extensions would 
be granted beyond April 15, 2015.  The Board will also honor Shuford Elementary School teacher Angie Sigmon 
who recently received the Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award, which has been termed the 
“Oscar of Teaching”.  And the Board will issue a proclamation declaring November 21-27, 2014 as Farm-City 
Week in Catawba County. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
A. The Board will honor 2014 Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award Winner Angie Sigmon for 
her passion for teaching children for the past thirteen years. Her goal to inspire her students to embrace 
technology, try new things, help one another and always believe in themselves culminates in students leaving 
Shuford Elementary School with confidence, self-respect and a can-do attitude.   
 
B. The Board will receive an update on the activities of the Catawba County Youth Council as well as appoint 
new members and reappoint standing members to this council. 
 
C. The Board will issue a proclamation declaring the week of November 21-27 as Farm-City Week to foster 
cooperation and an exchange of information between two essential segments of our society: farmers and city 
dwellers. The proclamation will urge citizens to participate in activities and events that have been designed to 
introduce people from both “worlds” to the lives and work of each other. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
TAX 
The Board will consider authorizing the Tax Administrator, on an individual basis, to allow extensions for listing 
personal property. If approved, the extensions will not be granted beyond April 15, 2015. Businesses and 
corporations whose business year ends on December 31 of each year and some individuals can have difficulty in 
completing their listing abstracts by January 31 of each year.  This is due to the fact that they are unable to 
calculate an inventory taken on December 31 and submit this figure to the Tax Administrator. 
 
North Carolina General Statute 105-307 allows the Board of Commissioners to grant individual extensions of 
time for the listing of personal property upon written request and for good cause shown.  The request must be 
filed with the Tax Administrator no later than the ending date of the regular listing period.  This means a letter 
must be written and postmarked no later than January 31, 2015, and this letter must provide the reason the 
extension is being requested.  Extensions granted on an individual basis cannot extend beyond April 15, 2015. 
 
OTHER ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
The Board will honor Commissioner Lynn Lail for her service to the community and to the Board of 
Commissioners as she prepares to retire after serving three terms on the Board.  Details on the recognition given 
to Commissioner Lail will be announced at the meeting. 
 
CONTACT: DAVE HARDIN, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 465-8464  

 



 
 

Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

This 
 

Certificate of Commendation 
 

is presented to 

 
ANGIE SIGMON 

 
in recognition of significant and valuable contribution to community betterment 

 
Citation: In recognition of your outstanding achievement as the only North Carolina recipient of the 2014 National Educator 

Award from the Milkin Family Foundation.  This certificate commends you for your passion for teaching children for 
the past thirteen years.  Your goal to inspire your students to embrace technology, try new things, help one another, 
and to always believe in themselves culminates in students leaving Shuford Elementary School with confidence, self-
respect and a can-do attitude.   The Catawba County Board of Commissioners congratulates you on this outstanding 
achievement and thanks you for bringing this national honor and recognition to Catawba County and for your dedication 
to the children of our county. 

 
Date:  November 17, 2014 

 
           ________________________________ 

        Katherine W. Barnes, Chair  
Catawba County Board of Commissioners 



Government of Catawba County, North Carolina 
 

“Keeping the Spirit Alive Since 1842!” 
PROCLAMATION 

Farm-City Week in Catawba County 
 

 
WHEREAS, the growth and development of the County and the well-being of all of its 
citizens are dependent upon cooperation and exchange between the two essential 
environments of our society: urban and rural people; and 
 
WHEREAS, the complexities of their individual problems and the divergence of their 
activities may lead to a widening gap of misunderstanding; and 
 
WHEREAS, any gap of misunderstanding must be eliminated, and each group must 
understand the other if our American way of life is to endure; and 
 
WHEREAS, Farm-City Week provides an unparalleled experience for farm and city people 
to become better acquainted and work hand in hand for the betterment of our community; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, local agriculture and locally grown foods are an important part of a sound 
economy, a safe and secure food supply, and our strong rural heritage. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, does 
hereby proclaim November  21-27, 2014, as “Farm-City Week,” and calls upon all citizens 
of the County to participate to the limit of their capabilities in the activities and events 
associated with a successful Farm-City Week in Catawba County. 
 
This 17th day of November, 2014. 
 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 

Katherine W. Barnes, Chair 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 



APPOINTMENTS 
 
KITTY BARNES (Due) Catawba County Youth Council 
Chair Barnes recommends the appointment of the following students to the Catawba County 
Youth Council: 
Brian Karimian – Bandys HS 
Jarrett Mull – Maiden HS 
Marcus Tyran Williams (Ty) – Maiden HS 
Luke Lowry – Private School (Hickory Christian) 
Joshua Holsclaw – Challenger HS 
Rubie Medina – Challenger HS 
Katelynn Bruno – Bunker Hill HS 
Ian McPherson – Hickory HS 
Kaleb Hewitt – Hickory HS 
Annie Haunton – Fred T. Foard HS 
Skylar Yoder – Fred T. Foard HS 
 
Chair Barnes recommends the reappointment of the following students to the Catawba 
County Youth Council: 
Leigha Williamson – Bandys HS 
Sophia Sharp – Maiden HS 
John Battiston – Private School (Hickory Christian) 
Jordan Katlyn Howard – Private School (Hickory Christian) 
Kasey Boger – LR Scholars 
Stephen Bechtel – Discovery HS 
Mary Johnson – Home Schooled 
Justin Setzer – Bunker Hill HS 
Jessica Sigmon – Bunker Hill HS 
Carmen Silva – Newton-Conover HS 
Abigail Cox – Newton-Conover HS 
Daniel Drum – Newton-Conover HS 
Melissa Hirsch – Hickory HS 
Cole Lackey – Hickory HS 
Thomas McBrayer – Hickory HS 
Samuel Evans – Hickory HS 
Matthew Fleming – Fred T. Foard HS 
Madison Alicardi – Fred T. Foard HS 
Laney Rowe – St. Stephens HS 
Darby Yates – St. Stephens HS 
Sophie Pruett – Ste. Stephens HS 
 
KITTY BARNES (Due) Alcohol Beverage Control Board 
10/5/14  Don Coleman     Eligible for a 1st term 



3-year terms 
Chair Barnes recommends the reappointment of Don Coleman for a first full term on the 
Alcohol Beverage Control Board.  This term will expire October 5, 2017. 
 
BARBARA BEATTY (Due) Town of Catawba Planning Board 
11/30/14  Trent Cloninger    Eligible for a 7th term 
3-year terms 
Commissioner Beatty recommends the reappointment of Trent Cloninger for a seventh term 
on the Town of Catawba Planning Board.  This term will expire November 30, 2017. 
 
LYNN LAIL (Due) Catawba County Planning Board 
12/31/14  Ray Von Caldwell    Does not want reappt 
   Jeff Kerley     Eligible for a 1st term 
   Al King      Eligible for a 4th 
   Brian Lutz     Eligible for a 1st term 
4-year terms 
Commissioner Lail recommends the reappointment of Al King for a fourth term, Jeff Kerley 
for a first term and Brian Lutz for a first term as a full member.  Commissioner Lail also 
recommends the appointment of Scott Naylor and Becky Gladden for first terms as alternates 
on this Board.  These terms will expire December 31, 2018.   
 
LYNN LAIL (Due) Catawba County Board of Equalization and Review 
12/01/14  Charles R. Preston    Eligible for a 4th term 
3-year terms 
Commissioner Lail recommends the appointment of Charles Preston for a fourth term on the 
Board of Equalization and Review.  This term will expire December 1, 2017. 
 
LYNN LAIL (Due) Region E Development Corporation 
2 Vacancies in Financial Industry 
3-year terms 
Commissioner Lail recommends the appointment of Ronnie Hainor for a first term in the 
Financial Industry category on the Region E Development Corporation Board.  This term will 
expire September 30, 2017. 
 
 
DAN HUNSUCKER (Due) Dangerous Dog Appellate Board 
11/4/14  Dr. Harry Cooke    Eligible for a 9th term 
3-year term 
Commissioner Hunsucker recommends the reappointment of Dr. Harry Cooke for a ninth 
term on the Dangerous Dog Appellate Board.  This term will expire November 4, 2017. 
 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Mark A. Logan, Tax Administrator 
 
DATE:  November 17, 2014 
 
IN RE:  EXTENSION FOR LISTING PERSONAL PROPERTY 
 
 
REQUEST 
The Tax Administrator requests the authority, on an individual basis, to allow extensions 
for listing personal property.  If approved, the extensions will not be granted beyond 
April 15, 2015. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Businesses and corporations whose business year ends on December 31 of each year, 
and some individuals can have difficulty in completing their listing abstracts by January 
31 of each year.  This is due to the fact that they are unable to calculate an inventory 
that is taken on December 31 and submit this figure to the Tax Administrator. 
 
General Statute 105-307 allows the Board of Commissioners to grant individual 
extensions of time for the listing of personal property upon written request and for 
good cause shown.  The request must be filed with the Tax Administrator no later than 
the ending date of the regular listing period.  This means a letter must be written and 
postmarked no later than January 31, 2015 and this letter must provide the reason the 
extension is being requested.  Extensions granted on an individual basis cannot extend 
beyond April 15, 2015. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Catawba County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Tax 
Administrator to grant extensions for listing to those making a written request and 
showing a “just cause”. 
 
 
 
MAL/amp 
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