
 
 

AGENDA 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Tuesday, January 21, 2014, 7:00 p.m. 
Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 Courthouse 

30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC 
 
1. Call to Order. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Invocation. 
 
4. Approval of the minutes from the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed Session 

of December 16, 2013.  
 
5. Recognition of Special Guests. 
 
6. Public Comment for Items Not on the Agenda. 
 
7. Public Hearing: 
 a.  Request to Enter into an Amendment to an Existing Installment Financing  

Agreement Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes for the Purpose of 
(1) Providing Funds to Pay the Costs of Constructing and Equipping an 
Expansion of, and Addition to, the County’s Justice Center; (2) Refinance 
Prior Installment Financing Obligations of the County; and (3) Pay Costs 
related to Entering into the Amendment.  Presented by Finance Director 
Rodney Miller. 

 
8. Appointments. 
 
9. Departmental Reports: 
 a.  Catawba Valley Medical Center: 
  1.  Approval of Transfer of Property Owned by the County and Used for 

Medical Facility Owned by Catawba Valley Medical Center.  Presented by 
Eloise Bradshaw, Attorney for Catawba Valley Medical Center. 

  2. Approval of Sale of Property Owned by the County for the Benefit of 
Catawba Valley Medical Center in Alexander County.  Presented by Eloise 
Bradshaw, Attorney for Catawba Valley Medical Center. 

 b.  Economic Development Corporation: 
  HSM Economic Development Project. Presented by Economic Development 

President Scott Millar. 
 c. Social Services. 
  Annual Community Child Protection/Fatality Prevention Report.  Presented by 

Social Services Director John Eller. 
 
10. Other Items of Business. 
 Resolution in Support of Filling Vacant North Carolina Cooperative Extension 

Positions.  Presented by Assistant County Manager Mary Furtado. 
  
11. Attorneys’ Report. 
 
12. Manager’s Report. 
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13. Adjournment. 
 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-
465-8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. . Access to the 1924 Courthouse for individuals with 
disabilities is at the south side (“A” Street). The elevator is located at the north end of the building. Participation 
in public meetings is without regard to race, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, color, or disability. 
INFOTALK/INTERNET: The Catawba County Telephone Information System will allow you to use your touch 
tone telephone to obtain current information on Catawba County 24 hours a day. Information is updated on a 
regular basis. Dial 465-8468 and INFOTALK will direct your questions with easy to understand instructions. 
Reach Catawba County on the Internet at http://www.catawbacountync.gov. 
 
CALENDAR: The February 2014 Board meetings will take place on Monday, February 3, 2014 at 9:30 
a.m. and on Monday, February 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 
Courthouse, 30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC. 



PREVIEW OF COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2014, 7 P.M. 

ROBERT E. HIBBITTS MEETING ROOM 
1924 COURTHOUSE, NEWTON, N.C. 

 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners will hold a public hearing on proposed amendments to an installment 
financing agreement, a deed of trust and related documents in connection with the construction of an expansion of the 
County’s Justice Center, when the Board meets at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2014, at the 1924 Courthouse at 30 
North College Avenue in Newton.  The Board will also consider a recommended economic development agreement, 
in partnership with the Cities of Hickory and Conover, with HSM (formerly Hickory Springs Manufacturing)  
regarding the expansion of several HSM facilities located in the county that will create up to 162 new jobs and a 
target investment of $3.3 million in new facilities and equipment.  
 
The Board will consider the proposed transfer of property in the Denver Lakes Professional Park, owned by the 
County and used by a medical facility owned by Catawba Valley Medical Center, so that the property may be 
correctly reconfigured to encompass the footprint of the building.  It will consider the proposed sale of County-owned 
property in Taylorsville, which includes an old, closed medical office building, to the Town of Taylorsville for the 
sum of $50,000.  It will consider a resolution in support of the filling of vacant North Carolina Cooperative Extension 
positions in Catawba County.  And the Board will receive an annual presentation from the Community Child 
Protection/Fatality Prevention Team. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN THE BOARD’S USUAL MEETING DATE BECAUSE THE THIRD 
MONDAY IN JANUARY IS MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY AND COUNTY OFFICES ARE CLOSED. 
 
PUBLIC  HEARING 
The Board will hold a public hearing and consider adopting a resolution to approve amendments to an installment 
financing agreement, a deed of trust and related documents in connection with the construction of an addition to the 
County Justice Center that will house additional courtrooms, a 911 telecommunications center, an Emergency 
Operations Center and office space for Emergency Services, Clerk of Court and District Attorney staff. In 2007, the 
Board approved, after a countywide referendum, the addition of a 1/4 cent sales tax that would generate funds for 
additional courtrooms, a new Communications Center, an Emergency Operations Center, water and sewer needs and 
school operating costs.  The funding from this revenue source totals approximately $4.2 million annually, of which 
$2,350,000 has been allocated to expand the Justice Center.  These funds, along with 911 revenues, have accumulated 
every year since then and will total approximately $20 million at the end of the current fiscal year.      
 
In 2013, the Board approved construction bids for the Justice Center Expansion Project, which will consist of an 
expanded facility of approximately 140,000 square feet, a parking deck to accommodate the additional traffic, 
multiple utility/maintenance items and renovations to the existing facility.  The contract was awarded to Hickory 
Construction Company and the total cost of the project is anticipated to be $40 million, leaving a balance of $20 
million that will be financed by the County and repaid with the proceeds from the 1/4 cent sales tax.   
 
All local governments in North Carolina that borrow funds greater than $500,000, or for longer than five years to 
maturity, must receive approval from the Local Government Commission (LGC), a division of the North Carolina 
Department of State Treasurer. If approved by the Board of Commissioners, the LGC will consider this financing at 
its February 4, 2014, meeting in Raleigh.  The County plans to sell Limited Obligation Bonds (similar to the 
Certificates of Participation issued for the County Jail expansion in 2005) on February 12, 2014.  A notice of public 
hearing has been advertised more than ten days in advance of this January 21 meeting of the Board, per state law.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
CATAWBA VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER 
1. The Board will consider entering into a series of real estate transactions to correct an error in the configuration of  
 

 



a Catawba Valley Medical Center (CVMC) medical office facility located in the Denver Lakes Professional Park, a 
planned unit development.  It consists of two building sites located on Highway 16 in Denver.  Because of narrow 
road frontage and zoning requirements, the development is “townhome” style, with the individual owners owning 
only the land on which the buildings sit and the balance of the land being common area, intended to be owned by the 
owner’s association.  CVMC purchased its lot in 1998 and began construction of the building shortly thereafter.  The 
building was completed in late 2000.   For reasons that are unknown to the current management at CVMC, the 
medical office was not built wholly within the boundary of the lot purchased.  This was discovered several months 
ago, when CVMC had a survey done.  To remedy this situation, CVMC contacted the original developer, Hash 
Howard Sherrill & Associates, Inc. (“Hash Howard”) and requested its cooperation.  It was also discovered that Hash 
Howard has never conveyed the common area to an owner’s association.  Hash Howard has agreed to cooperate with 
CVMC to address both the lot configuration and the common area issues. An exchange of deeds will essentially 
correct the recorded real property records to reflect what is and has been the case on the ground. The proposed 
transactions to correct these errors include: 1) the County would deed the original lot back to Hash Howard  with the 
statement that it is in consideration of a re-conveyance from Hash Howard to correct the error in the legal description; 
2) a revised plat would be filed reconfiguring the CVMC lot so that the building is located wholly within the lot (lot 
remains 8,000 square feet in size); 3) Hash Howard would deed the reconfigured lot to the County; and 4) Hash 
Howard would deed all common areas within Denver Lakes Professional Park to the owner’s association. 

2.  The Board will consider a request from Catawba Valley Medical Center (CVMC) to approve the sale of an old 
medical office property located in Taylorsville to the Town of Taylorsville for the sum of $50,000. The property in 
question is a one-half acre lot with a small medical office building located on 2nd Avenue in Taylorsville.  CVMC 
purchased the property in May 1998 as part of the purchase of the assets of a medical practice. The medical building 
was constructed in the 1960s and was not deemed suitable by CVMC for use.  Since its purchase in 1998, the 
building has been vacant and the hospital has made efforts to sell the property throughout that time.  CVMC recently 
received an offer to purchase the property from the Town of Taylorsville for the sum of $50,000.  David Odom, 
manager of the Town of Taylorsville, has advised that the Town intends to purchase the property and lease it to a 
third party for an urgent care facility.   
 
CVMC has no use for this property and its dilapidated condition makes it difficult to sell.  The tax value of this parcel 
is $186,419, but CVMC caries the property on its books at $48,266.  The hospital has not had a formal appraisal 
done, but the offer is within the range of the estimates of values that Paul Gadd, its real estate agent, has provided to 
the hospital from time to time.  CVMC management has considered demolition of the structure, but believes that 
selling the property for $50,000 is a better result.  
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
The Board will consider approval of an economic development agreement by and between Catawba County and HSM 
(formerly Hickory Springs Manufacturing), and approval for the County to enter into an agreement with the State of 
North Carolina under the NC One Fund Grants program in order to provide that funding under terms of the State of 
North Carolina and the North Carolina Department of Commerce Finance Center.  In August 2013, HSM announced 
the expansion of several Catawba County facilities in the Cities of Hickory and Conover, creating up to 162 new jobs 
and a target investment of $3.3 million in new facilities and equipment.  The expansion projects were predicated on 
the subsequent approval of economic development agreement matching funds being provided by the State of North 
Carolina.  The Catawba County Economic Development Corporation (EDC), in conjunction with the legal staff of the 
County and HSM, is bringing forward the final agreements for approval as allowed under North Carolina General 
Statutes.  As is typical, the EDC has performed a cost benefits analysis showing the economic benefits of the 
proposed agreement, the creation of jobs and the net effects of the investment.  Key to consideration of this project 
are the aspects of innovation and the transformation of this company into a high-tech, R&D-oriented global producer, 
all desired elements under the Innovate Catawba economic transformation process.  As is usual, no incentives will be 
awarded until after the company has already achieved progress on its contractual obligations. 
 
This project represents the total transformation of HSM from a basic supplier of furniture parts into an integrated and  



global manufacturer and seller of complete product lines, including seats for mass transportation, end-user products 
such as outdoor and beach seating and many other products.  Hickory Springs has changed its name to HSM to reflect 
this total transformation.  HSM is placing a heavy reliance on innovation, research and design, creative product 
design and marketing as shown by this multi-part project.  The project components include creation and investment in 
two Conover locations (Innovations Center on Debra Herman Road, with a $500,000 investment and 19 jobs, and the 
Foam Tech Center on Farrington Street, with a $1.55 million investment and three jobs) as well as two Hickory 
locations, which are manufacturing facility investments in a State-recognized Urban Progress Zone.  The State has 
committed to over $278,000 participation, requiring a local match.  Conover has approved its participation and the 
Hickory City Council will consider approval of Hickory’s participation at a January 21 public hearing. 
 
The County’s usual incentive grants process of granting a percentage of future receipts based on investment alone is 
not sufficient in this case to provide the required local match. The EDC is recommending a grant from each local 
governing unit of $500 for each job created and a 3-year, 50% grant based on the realized income from these 
investments.  Under this proposal, HSM would receive a one-time grant of $1000 for each job ($500 from the 
municipality for the job created within their jurisdiction and $500 from the County, one time in the year following 
certification of the creation of that job) in addition to a 50% grant on the income received from the investment in their 
jurisdiction for each of three years following the investment (if the qualified investment were made in year three, the 
incentive would pay in the three years following the receipt of the payment of taxes on that investment).  The total 
maximum payout of incentives for each jurisdiction under this proposal is as follows: Catawba County, $110,839; 
Hickory, $82,690; Conover, $23,300. 
 
Other considerations include that The Main Avenue, Hickory project is in a State-certified Urban Progress Zone, 
qualifying it for special treatment for North Carolina-based incentives; that this is an existing Catawba County 
corporate headquarters with a long standing track record of investment and jobs; that the entire transformation of the 
company is based on extensive investment in R&D and innovation and the type of jobs that investment requires; that 
HSM has contractually agreed to exceed Catawba County’s average wage by $6000 for all hires, and that the financial 
impact modeling for the project, using IMplan Analysis, totals $69,887,015 for the years 2013-2015. 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES 
The Board will receive, and consider approving, the annual report of the work of the Community Child Protection & 
Fatality Prevention Team.  This annual report is to update and keep the Board informed on activities to date.  Upon 
the Board’s approval, the Annual Plan will be submitted to the State. 
 
The Catawba County Child Protection Team was established in 1992 as the result of an executive order by Governor 
James Martin.  North Carolina later mandated a Child Fatality Review Team and Catawba County elected to combine 
the two into a single team as allowed under State guidelines, which first met in 1995.  The combined teams have met 
quarterly since inception, except for specially called meetings.   
 
This report addresses the work of the Community Child Protection and Fatality Prevention Team. The Child 
Protection Team has the legal responsibilities for reviewing cases of child fatalities when the family is known to 
Social Services, and identification of areas in Protective Services needing improvement in order to maximize the 
safety of the community’s children.  The Child Fatality Team’s purpose is to provide a multi-agency, multi-
disciplinary approach to study cases of childhood death in Catawba County in order to attempt to reduce child 
fatalities.  The local directors of Social Services and Public Health have specific responsibilities for each team.  
Efforts continue to be made for the group to review additional individual Child Protective Services issues and satisfy 
the State’s agreement with the federal government to use Child Protection Teams as a review mechanism in the Child 
Protective Services arena.   
 
The Community Child Protection and Child Fatality Prevention Team has worked diligently in 2013 on fatality 
reviews; promoting Signs of Safety Training for case planning and engagement with families that +-have histories of 
maltreatment; supporting the Children’s Advocacy and Protection Center’s effort to reach 6000 citizens by 2016 
regarding sexual abuse prevention; awareness regarding the dangers of distracted driving among teens; promoting a 



“Neglect with Injury” protocol with law enforcement and Social Services; implementing an Infant Safe Sleeping 
Campaign to educate about the dangers of unsafe sleeping among parents with young children; and supporting the 
Project Lazarus initiative to curb drug overdose with prescribed drugs. 
 
OTHER ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
The Board will consider adopting a resolution in support of filling vacant North Carolina Cooperative Extension 
positions in Catawba County.  For many years, Catawba County has had a long-standing partnership with North 
Carolina State University (NCSU) in funding and delivering programs of Cooperative Extension Services to the 
community.  While the County and NCSU each fund approximately 50% of the salary and benefits expense 
associated with employees in the County’s local Extension Office, technically, these staff are employees of NCSU. 
 
In recent years, Catawba County’s local Extension Office has been plagued by vacancies in a number of key 
positions.  Most recently, vacancies in the Cooperative Extension Director, Family & Consumer Sciences and 
Livestock/Agriculture program areas have gone unaddressed.  In the interest of maintaining program continuity and 
continuing to deliver these critical services to the public, the County has consistently pledged to contribute its share 
of the salaries associated with filling these positions and has requested through administrative channels – on 
numerous occasions – that NCSU commit to do the same.  To date, these efforts have not yielded the desired results, 
as the vacancies remain unfilled.   This situation is not unique to Catawba County.  Recently, Perquimans County 
passed a resolution affirming the value of Cooperative Extension Services to the local community and supporting the 
filling of existing vacancies within Perquimans County’s local office as well as in neighboring counties.   
 
CONTACT: DAVE HARDIN, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 465-8464 



MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
From:  Rodney N. Miller, Finance Director 
 
Date:  01/21/14 
 
Subject: Financing for Justice Center Expansion 
 
Request 
The Board of Commissioners is requested to adopt a resolution to approve 
amendments to an installment financing agreement, a deed of trust and related 
documents in connection with the construction of an addition to the County’s 
Justice Center that will house additional courtrooms, a 911 telecommunications 
center, an Emergency Operations Center and office space for Emergency 
Services, Clerk of Court and District Attorney staff. 
 
Background 
In 2007, the Board of Commissioners approved, after a countywide referendum, 
the addition of a 1/4 cent sales tax that would generate funds for additional 
courtrooms, a new Communications Center, an Emergency Operations Center, 
water and sewer needs and school operating costs.  The funding from this 
revenue source totals approximately $4.2 million annually, of which $2,350,000 
has been allocated to expand the Justice Center.  These funds, along with 911 
revenues, have accumulated every year since then and will total approximately 
$20 million at the end of the current fiscal year.      
 
Review 
In 2013, the Board approved construction bids for the Justice Center Expansion 
Project that will provide three new courtrooms and court support functions, a new 
911 Communications Center, a new Emergency Operations Center, expanded 
Clerk of Court and District Attorney space and offices for emergency services 
and community corrections staff.  The project will consist of an expanded facility 
of approximately 140,000 square feet, a parking deck to accommodate the 
additional traffic, multiple utility/maintenance items and renovations to the 
existing facility.  The contract was awarded to Hickory Construction Company 
and the total project is anticipated to cost $40 million, leaving a balance of $20 
million that will be financed by the County and repaid with the proceeds from the 
1/4 cent sales tax.   
 
All local governments in North Carolina that borrow funds greater than $500,000 
or longer than five years to maturity must receive approval by the Local 
Government Commission (LGC), a division of the NC Department of State 
Treasurer. If approved by the Board of Commissioners, the LGC will consider this 
financing at their February 4th meeting in Raleigh.  The County plans to sell 



Limited Obligation Bonds (similar to the Certificates of Participation issued for the 
Jail expansion in 2005) on February 12th. A notice of public hearing has been 
advertised more than ten days in advance of the January 21st meeting, per state 
law.  
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends the Board of Commissioners adopt a resolution to approve 
amendments to an installment financing agreement, a deed of trust and related 
documents in connection with the construction of an addition to the County’s 
Justice Center that will house additional courtrooms, a 911 telecommunications 
center, an Emergency Operations Center and office space for Emergency 
Services, Clerk of Court and District Attorney staff. 
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ESCROW AGREEMENT 

ESCROW AGREEMENT dated as of February 1, 2014 (this “Agreement”) between the COUNTY 
OF CATAWBA, NORTH CAROLINA (the “County”) and U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, as escrow 
agent (in such capacity, the “Escrow Agent”), a national banking association existing under the laws of 
the United States of America, which is authorized under such laws to exercise corporate trust powers. 

W I T N E S S E T H : 

WHEREAS, the County has entered into an Installment Financing Agreement dated as of 
May 1, 2005 (the “2005 Agreement”) with Catawba County Public Facilities Financing Corporation 
(the “Corporation”) to finance the projects identified therein; 

WHEREAS, under a Trust Agreement dated as of May 1, 2005 (the “2005 Trust Agreement”) 
between the Corporation and Wachovia Bank, National Association, the successor to which is U.S. Bank 
National Association, as trustee (in such capacity, the “Trustee”), the Corporation executed and delivered 
$19,550,000 Certificates of Participation (Catawba County Governmental and Public School Facilities 
Project), Series 2005 (the “2005 Certificates”), evidencing proportionate and undivided interests in the 
right to receive Installment Payments (as defined in the 2005 Agreement) to be made pursuant to the 2005 
Agreement; 

WHEREAS, the County has previously caused the 2005 Certificates maturing on and after 
June 1, 2016 to be refunded and defeased in accordance with the terms of the 2005 Trust Agreement; 

WHEREAS, the County wishes to defease the remaining portion of the outstanding 2005 
Certificates consisting of the 2005 Certificates maturing on June 1, 2014 and June 1, 2015 (the “Defeased 
Certificates”); and 

WHEREAS, this Agreement sets forth the understandings and agreements of the County and the 
Escrow Agent with respect to the Defeased Certificates and the Escrow Fund.  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements contained in this 
Agreement, and intending to be legally bound, the County and the Escrow Agent covenant and agree: 

ARTICLE I 

DEFINITIONS 

As used in this Agreement, unless clearly implied, the following terms have the following 
meanings: 

“Agreement” means this Escrow Agreement dated as of February 1, 2014 between the County 
and the Escrow Agent. 

“County” means the County of Catawba, North Carolina, or any successor to its functions. 

“Corporation” means the Catawba County Public Facilities Financing Corporation, a North 
Carolina nonprofit corporation, and its successors and assigns. 
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“Defeasance Obligations” means noncallable (a) Government Obligations, (b) evidences of 
ownership of, or fractional undivided interest in, future interest and principal payments on Government 
Obligations, which Government Obligations are held by a bank or trust company organized and existing 
under the laws of the United States of America or any state thereof in the capacity of custodian and (c) to 
the extent permitted by law, obligations of state and local government municipal bond issuers, provision 
for the payment of the principal of and interest on which shall have been made by deposit with a trustee or 
escrow agent of obligations described in (a) or (b) above, the maturing principal of and interest on which, 
when due and payable, shall provide sufficient money to pay the principal of, premium, if any, and 
interest on such obligations and which obligations are rated in the highest investment grade category of 
each nationally recognized rating agency rating the 2005 Certificates. 

“Defeased Certificates” means the 2005 Certificates maturing on June 1, 2014 and June 1, 2015. 

“Escrow Agent” means U.S. Bank National Association, a national banking association, and its 
successors and assigns. 

“Escrow Fund” means the Escrow Fund created in Section 2.01. 

“Government Obligations” means direct obligations of, or obligations the timely payment of 
principal and interest on which are fully guaranteed by, the United States of America. 

“Installment Financing Agreement” means the Installment Financing Agreement dated as of 
May 1, 2005 between the County and the Corporation, as amended and supplemented by Amendment 
Number One to the Installment Financing Agreement, dated as of December 1, 2012, between the 
Corporation and the County, and any further amendments or supplements thereto. 

“State” means the State of North Carolina. 

“Trust Agreement” means the Trust Agreement dated as of May 1, 2005 between the Corporation 
and the Trustee, as supplemented by Supplemental Trust Agreement, Number 1 dated as of December 1, 
2012, between the Corporation and the Trustee, and any further amendments and supplements thereto. 

“Trustee” means U.S. Bank National Association, as successor to Wachovia Bank, National 
Association, and its successors and assigns, as trustee under the Trust Agreement. 

“2005 Certificates” means the $19,550,000 aggregate principal amount of Certificates of 
Participation (Catawba County Governmental and Public School Facilities Project), Series 2005, 
evidencing proportionate and undivided interests in the right to receive Installment Payments to be made 
pursuant to the Installment Financing Agreement, executed and delivered under the Trust Agreement. 

 

ARTICLE II 

CREATION OF ESCROW FUND 

Section 2.01. Escrow Fund.  There is hereby created and established with the Escrow Agent a 
special and irrevocable escrow fund designated the Escrow Fund to be held in the custody of the Escrow 
Agent separate and apart from other funds and accounts of the County or the Escrow Agent. 
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Section 2.02. Initial Deposit.  The County has caused to be deposited with the Escrow Agent, 
and the Escrow Agent acknowledges receipt of, $[   ] from available funds of the County.  Concurrently 
with the receipt of such proceeds, the Escrow Agent shall deposit $[  ] in the Escrow Fund.  Amounts 
deposited in the Escrow Fund will be simultaneously applied to the purchase of the Defeasance 
Obligations described in Schedule II hereto (“Schedule II”), except to the extent of balances designated in 
Schedule II to be uninvested.  The Defeasance Obligations in the Escrow Fund shall mature in principal 
amounts and pay interest in such amounts so that sufficient money will be available to pay principal and 
interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates when due.  In reliance on the mathematical verifications 
performed by Bingham Arbitrage Rebate Services, Inc., the County hereby finds and determines that the 
investments described in Schedule II are advantageous in yield and maturity date to provide sufficient 
funds to pay principal and interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates when due, and to comply with 
United States Department of the Treasury regulations adopted or applicable pursuant to the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 

 
Section 2.03. Irrevocable Deposit; Control.  The deposit in the Escrow Fund constitutes an 

irrevocable deposit of such funds exclusively for the benefit of the Defeased Certificates, and such funds 
and Defeasance Obligations, together with any income or interest earned thereon, are to be held in trust 
and applied solely to the payment of the principal and interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates as 
the same mature and become due as set forth in Schedule I hereto (“Schedule I”).  Subject to the 
requirements set forth herein for the use of the Escrow Fund and the money and investments therein, 
including, without limitation, Section 3.02, the County covenants and agrees that the Escrow Agent shall 
have full and complete control and authority over and with respect to the Escrow Fund and money and 
investments therein and that the County shall not exercise any control or authority over and with respect 
to the Escrow Fund and the money and investments therein.   

ARTICLE III 

DUTIES OF THE ESCROW AGENT; FEES AND COSTS 

Section 3.01. Payments on Defeased Certificates. The Escrow Agent, without further 
authorization and direction from the County, shall pay to the Trustee or the Depository Trust Company 
(“DTC”), as applicable, from money available in the Escrow Fund, on the date on which each payment of 
the principal and interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates falls due, money sufficient to pay the 
principal and interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates as set forth in Schedule I.  Such payments 
shall be made from the principal of and interest on the Defeasance Obligations or other money in the 
Escrow Fund securing the Defeased Certificates and shall be made to the persons entitled thereto. 

Section 3.02. Investment of Escrow Fund.  The Escrow Agent shall purchase or cause to be 
purchased those Defeasance Obligations listed in Schedule II solely from the money deposited by the 
County in the Escrow Fund.  The Escrow Agent shall apply the money deposited in the Escrow Fund and 
the Defeasance Obligations, together with any income or interest earned thereon, in accordance with this 
Agreement.  The Escrow Agent has no power or duty to invest any money held hereunder or to make 
substitutions of the Defeasance Obligations held hereunder or to sell, transfer or otherwise dispose of the 
Defeasance Obligations acquired hereunder except as otherwise provided herein.  The Escrow Agent 
may, on the request of the County, sell or redeem all or a portion of the Defeasance Obligations held for 
the credit of the Escrow Fund and reinvest the required proceeds of such sale or redemption, in 
Defeasance Obligations designated in such request of the County, but only on receipt by the Escrow 
Agent of: 

(a) a certificate of an independent entity not unacceptable to the Escrow 
Agent stating that after giving effect to such request the Defeasance Obligations held for 



4 
2274321.3 

the credit of the Escrow Fund are of such maturities and interest payment dates and bear 
such interest as will, without further investment or reinvestment of either the principal 
amount thereof or the interest earnings thereon, be sufficient together with all cash and 
other immediately available invested funds held for the credit of the Escrow Fund to pay 
the principal and interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates when due and as 
described in this Agreement; and 

(b) an opinion of counsel acceptable to the County and the Escrow Agent, 
which must be nationally recognized bond counsel, stating that the Defeased Certificates 
are deemed defeased and that the compliance with such request of the County will not 
adversely affect the exclusion from gross income for federal income tax purposes of the 
interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates. 

The liability of the Escrow Agent for the payment of the principal and interest with respect to the 
Defeased Certificates under this Section is limited to the cash available for such purposes in the Escrow 
Fund.  The County shall not direct the Escrow Agent to exercise any of its powers to cause any part of the 
money or funds at any time in the Escrow Fund to be used directly or indirectly to acquire any obligations 
which would cause any Defeased Certificate to be an “arbitrage bond” within the meaning of Section 148 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 

Section 3.03. Escrow Agent’s Fees.  The Escrow Agent’s fees and costs for and in carrying out 
the provisions of this Agreement have been set, which fees and costs are to be paid by the County as they 
are due from funds of the County and not from funds in the Escrow Fund.  The County will bear all costs 
of publication and mailing of notices required by this Agreement, the Trust Agreement and the 
Installment Financing Agreement.  The County agrees to indemnify the Escrow Agent, to the extent 
permitted by law, against any liability which it may incur while acting in good faith in its capacity as 
Escrow Agent except for its own negligence, misconduct or default, such indemnification including, but 
not limited to, any court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees.  Any costs, fees or other expenses of the 
Escrow Agent under this Agreement may not, however, be paid from the Escrow Fund.  The Escrow 
Agent is not liable for any loss resulting from any investment made at the direction of the County 
pursuant to the terms and provisions of this Agreement.  

Section 3.04. Escrow Agent Generally.  

(a) The Escrow Agent has no responsibility to the County or any person in 
connection herewith except as specifically provided herein and is not responsible for anything 
done or omitted to be done by it, except for its own negligence or default in the performance of 
any obligation imposed on it hereunder.  

(b) Subject to the exception in paragraph (a) as to its own negligence, the Escrow 
Agent has no responsibility for verifying the genuineness, correctness, or competence of any 
document, instrument or writing, and shall not be charged with knowledge or notice of any fact or 
circumstance not specifically set forth herein.  

(c) The Escrow Agent may act on any written notice, request, waiver, consent, 
certificate, receipt, authorization, power of attorney, or other instrument or document which the 
Escrow Agent in good faith believes to be genuine and to be what it purports to be.  

(d) The Escrow Agent has no duty to determine or inquire into the happening or 
occurrence of any event or contingency or the performance or failure of performance of the 
County with respect to arrangements or contracts with others.  The Escrow Agent may request 
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from the County or any person such reasonable evidence as the Escrow Agent in its discretion 
deems necessary to determine any fact relating to the occurrence of any event or contingency and 
in this connection may inquire and consult with the County, among others, at any time.  The 
County shall provide such evidence to the Escrow Agent and the Escrow Agent is entitled to rely 
thereon.   

(e) The Escrow Agent has no liability for following any instructions given by the 
County or in this Escrow Agreement or set forth in any court or administrative order.   

(f) The Escrow Agent is authorized to comply with orders issued or process entered 
by any court with respect to the Escrow Fund, without determination by the Escrow Agent of 
such court's jurisdiction in the matter.  If the Escrow Fund or any portion is at any time attached 
or levied on under any court order, or if the payment, assignment, transfer or delivery of any such 
property is stayed or enjoined by any court order, or if any order, judgment or decree is made or 
entered by any court affecting such property, then and in any such event, the Escrow Agent is 
authorized to rely on and comply with any such order, judgment or decree without the need for 
appeal or other action; and if the Escrow Agent complies with any such order, judgment or 
decree, it is not liable to any party hereto or to any other person or entity by reason of such 
compliance even if such order, judgment or decree is subsequently reversed, modified, set aside 
or vacated. 

(g) The Escrow Agent is not a party to, nor is it bound by nor need it give 
consideration to the terms or provisions of any other agreement or undertaking between the 
County and any other person, and the Escrow Agent assents to and is to give consideration only 
to the terms and provisions of this Agreement.   

(h) The Escrow Agent may resign and thereby become discharged from the trusts 
hereby created by notice in writing given to the County not less than 30 days before such 
resignation is to take effect.  The Escrow Agent agrees to serve as Escrow Agent until a successor 
is appointed.  Such resignation is effective immediately, however, on the appointment of a 
successor Escrow Agent if such successor Escrow Agent is appointed before the expiration of 
said notice period.  If such appointment of a successor Escrow Agent is not made within 30 days 
after the date that such resignation was to take effect as provided in the notice thereof given to the 
County, then the Escrow Agent may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction to appoint a 
successor Escrow Agent. 

(i) If a disagreement or dispute arises under this Escrow Agreement, or if adverse 
claims or demands are made in connection with this Agreement or any property involved herein 
or affected hereby, the Escrow Agent may petition any court of competent jurisdiction to resolve 
the disagreement or dispute or adverse claims or demands.  In connection therewith, the Escrow 
Agent may (but is not required to) tender into the custody of the court all money or property in its 
hands under the terms of this Escrow Agreement, and then be discharged from all further duties 
under this Escrow Agreement.  The filing of any such legal proceeding does not deprive Escrow 
Agent of its compensation earned before such filing.  The County is responsible for all costs, 
expenses and attorneys' fees relating to any such action. 

Section 3.05. Notices.  The Escrow Agent shall give notice to the owners from time to time of 
the Defeased Certificates in accordance with the instructions received from the County from time to time 
in connection with this Agreement.  As soon as practicable after the execution and delivery of this 
Agreement, the Escrow Agent shall mail the notice of defeasance, substantially in the form attached to 
this Agreement as Exhibit A, to the parties and in the manner set forth in Exhibit A.   
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ARTICLE IV 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 4.01. Escrow Fund Irrevocable.  The Escrow Fund hereby created is irrevocable and 
the owners of the Defeased Certificates are hereby granted an express lien on the Escrow Fund until 
applied in accordance with this Agreement. 

The Escrow Agent shall hold the Escrow Fund as a separate trust fund wholly segregated from all 
other funds and accounts held in any capacity and shall make disbursements from the Escrow Fund only 
in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.  The principal of and interest on the Defeasance 
Obligations shall not be reinvested except as provided in Section 3.02, and the Escrow Agent shall not 
sell or dispose of such securities except as provided in Section 3.02. 

Under no circumstances shall the Escrow Agent have a lien on the Escrow Fund for its charges, 
fees and expenses and under no circumstances shall the Escrow Agent make any claim against the Escrow 
Fund for such charges, fees and expenses. 

Section 4.02. Report.  The Escrow Agent shall deliver to the County on or before the 10th 
business day of each month, beginning March 10, 2014, a report of each transaction relating to the 
Escrow Fund through the last calendar day of the preceding month. 

Section 4.03. Defeased Certificate Owner Rights.  The Escrow Agent and the County agree 
that the registered owners of the Defeased Certificates have a beneficial and vested interest in the Escrow 
Fund as herein provided.  It is therefore recited, understood and agreed that, until the provisions hereof 
have been fully carried out, this Agreement (a) may be amended only to cure ambiguity or correct 
manifest error without the prior written consent of all of the owners of the Defeased Certificates and (b) is 
not subject to amendment for any other reason or revocation except with the prior written consent of all of 
the owners of the Defeased Certificates. 

Section 4.04. Deficiency.  If there is any deficiency in the Escrow Fund, the County will 
remedy such deficiency by paying to the Escrow Agent the amount of such deficiency.  The Escrow 
Agent is not liable for any such deficiency, except as may be caused by its negligence or willful 
misconduct. 

Section 4.05. Termination.  This Agreement terminates when all payments of the principal and 
interest with respect to the Defeased Certificates required to be made to the registered owners of the 
Defeased Certificates under the provisions of the Trust Agreement have been made; provided, however, 
that the indemnification provisions of Section 3.03 will survive any such termination and any resignation 
or removal of the Escrow Agent. 

Section 4.06. Severability.  If any one or more of the covenants or agreements provided in this 
Agreement on the part of the parties hereto to be performed are determined by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be contrary to law, (a) such covenant or agreement is to be deemed and construed to be 
severable from the remaining covenants and agreements herein contained and in no way affects the 
validity of the remaining provisions of this Agreement, (b) the County shall provide notice thereof to 
Moody’s Investors Service at 7 World Trade Center, 250 Greenwich Street, New York, New York 10007, 
Attn:  Public Finance Rating Desk; to Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services, a Division of The McGraw-
Hill Companies, Inc., at 55 Water Street, New York, New York 10041; and to Fitch Ratings, One State 
Street Plaza, 31s Floor, New York, New York, 10004. 
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Section 4.07. Law.  This Agreement is governed exclusively by the laws of the State without 
regard to conflict of law principles.  This Agreement inures to and is binding on the parties hereto and 
their respective successors and assigns.  This Agreement is deemed made in Catawba County, North 
Carolina.  The exclusive forum and venue for all actions arising out of this Agreement is the North 
Carolina General Court of Justice, in Catawba County.  Such actions may not be commenced in, nor 
removed to, federal court.  This Section applies to subsequent actions to enforce a judgment entered in 
actions heard pursuant to this Section. 

Section 4.08. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, all or 
any of which are regarded for all purposes as one original and constitute one and the same instrument. 

Section 4.09. Notices.  Any notice or other communication to be given under this Agreement 
shall be in writing and may be given by certified mail (postage prepaid, return receipt requested) or 
personal delivery, if to the County, to the County of Catawba, North Carolina, Post Office Box 389, 100-
A South West Boulevard, Newton, North Carolina 28658-0389, Attention:  Finance Director, and if to the 
Escrow Agent, to U.S. Bank National Association, 214 N. Tryon Street, 27th Floor, Charlotte, North 
Carolina 28202, Attention:  Corporate Trust Department. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Escrow Agent and the County have caused this Agreement to be 
executed by their duly authorized officers, as of the 1st day of February, 2014. 

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
as Escrow Agent 

 
 

By:  
Lisa L. Moorehead 
Assistant Vice President 

 
 

[SIGNATURES CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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[COUNTERPART SIGNATURE PAGE TO THE ESCROW AGREEMENT DATED AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2014 BETWEEN THE 
COUNTY OF CATAWBA, NORTH CAROLINA AND U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION] 

COUNTY OF CATAWBA, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 

By:    
J. Thomas Lundy 
County Manager 
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SCHEDULE I 

 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR DEFEASED CERTIFICATES 

 
  
 DATE PRINCIPAL INTEREST 
 06/01/14 $9,750,000 $ 
 12/01/14   
 06/01/15 9,750,000  
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SCHEDULE II 
 

DEFEASANCE OBLIGATIONS 
 
 TYPE OF  PAR INTEREST 
 SECURITY MATURITY DATE AMOUNT RATE  
  06/01/14 $ % 
  12/01/14   
  06/01/15   
 
  
*An amount equal to $[  ] has been deposited in the 
Escrow Fund on the Issue Date to establish the Initial Cash 
Balance in the Escrow Fund and shall be held uninvested. 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

NOTICE OF DEFEASANCE 
 

$19,550,000 
Certificates of Participation  

(Catawba County Governmental and Public School Facilities Project), Series 2005 
Evidencing Proportionate and Undivided Interests in the Right to Receive Installment Payments to be 

Made Pursuant to an Installment Financing Agreement with  
Catawba County Public Facilities Financing Corporation 

 
CUSIP MATURITY RATE PRICE AMOUNT 

149054BQ0 06/01/2014 4.00% 100% $975,000 
149054BR8 06/01/2015 4.00 100 975,000 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the County of Catawba, North Carolina that, pursuant to the 

Trust Agreement dated as of May 1, 2005 (the “Trust Agreement”) between Catawba County Public 
Facilities Financing Corporation and Wachovia Bank, National Association, the successor to which is 
U.S. Bank National Association, as trustee (the “Trustee”), authorizing the execution and delivery of the 
Certificates of Participation (Catawba County Governmental and Public School Facilities Project), Series 
2005, evidencing proportionate and undivided interests in the right to receive Installment Payments to be 
made pursuant to an Installment Financing Agreement with Catawba County Public Facilities Financing 
Corporation dated as of May 1, 2005 (the “2005 Certificates”), that there has been deposited with the 
undersigned cash and certain Defeasance Obligations, as permitted under the Trust Agreement, the 
principal of and the interest on which when due, and without reinvestment thereof, are sufficient to pay 
when due the principal and interest with respect the outstanding 2005 Certificates maturing on June 1, 
2014 and June 1, 2015  (the “Defeased Certificates”).  The Defeased Certificates are deemed to have been 
paid in accordance with the Trust Agreement. 

 
COUNTY OF CATAWBA, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
By: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, as Trustee 

 
 

  
 

Date: [As soon as practicable after the defeasance of the Defeased Certificates] 
To: [EMMA, by posting electronically, in searchable PDF format, to 
 www.MSRB.org/msrb1/control/default.asp. 
 National Public Finance Guarantee Corporation (formerly MBIA Insurance Corporation), by US 

Mail] 
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EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

The Board of Commissioners for the County of Catawba, North Carolina, met in a regular 

meeting in the Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room at the 1924 Courthouse located at 30 North College 

Avenue in Newton, North Carolina at 7:00 p.m. on January 21, 2014. 

Present: 

Absent: 

Also present:  

 

*   *   *   *   *   * 

Commissioner ______________ moved that the following resolution, copies of which having 

been made available to the Board of Commissioners, be adopted: 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CATAWBA, 
NORTH CAROLINA, APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE INSTALLMENT FINANCING 
AGREEMENT WITH THE CATAWBA COUNTY PUBLIC FACILITIES FINANCING 
CORPORATION AND RELATED MATTERS 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Catawba, North Carolina (the “County”) is a political subdivision 

validly existing under the Constitution, statutes and laws of the State (the “State”);  
 

WHEREAS, the County has the power, pursuant to the General Statutes of North Carolina, to 
(1) purchase real and personal property, (2) enter into installment purchase contracts to finance the 
purchase or improvement of real and personal property used, or to be used, for public purposes, and 
(3) grant a security interest in some or all of the property purchased or improved to secure repayment of 
the purchase price; 
 
 WHEREAS, the County has previously executed and delivered an Installment Financing 
Agreement dated as of May 1, 2005 (the “2005 Contract”), between the Catawba County Public 
Facilities Financing Corporation (the “Corporation”) and the County, the proceeds of which were used to 
finance an expansion of the County’s Justice Center (the “2005 Project”), and Amendment Number One 
to the Installment Financing Agreement dated as of December 1, 2012 (the “First Amendment”), between 
the County and the Corporation, to refinance a portion of the 2005 Contract; 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioner of the County (the “Board”) has determined that it is in 
the best interest of the County to enter into Amendment Number Two to the Installment Financing 
Agreement dated as of February 1, 2014 (the “Second Amendment” and collectively with the 2005 
Contract and the First Amendment, the “Contract”) between the County and Corporation in order to (a) 
pay the costs of constructing and equipping an expansion of and addition to the County’s Justice Center 
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(the “2014 Project”), (b) refinance prior installment financing obligations of the County and (c) pay costs 
related to entering into the Second Amendment; 

 
WHEREAS, in order to further secure the County’s obligations under the Contract, the County 

will enter into an Amended and Restated Deed of Trust, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing dated as 
of February 1, 2014 (the “Deed of Trust”) related to the real property on which County’s Justice Center is 
located and the improvements thereon; 

WHEREAS, the Board conducted a public hearing on January 21, 2014 to receive public 
comments on the 2014 Project and the Second Amendment; 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to facilitate the financing of the 2014 Project, the Corporation will execute 
and deliver Limited Obligation Bonds, Series 2014A (the “2014A Bonds”), evidencing proportionate 
undivided interests in rights to receive Installment Payments pursuant to the Contract, under a Trust 
Agreement dated as of May 1, 2005, between U.S. Bank National Association, as the successor to 
Wachovia Bank, National Association, as trustee (the “Trustee”), and the Corporation, as supplemented 
(the “2005 Trust Agreement”) and Supplemental Indenture, Number 2 dated as of February 1, 2014 
between the Trustee and the Corporation (the “Second Supplement”); 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the financing of the 2014 Project, the Board has determined to use 
available funds of the County to defease the remaining outstanding principal amount of the Certificates of 
Participation (Catawba County Governmental and Public School Facilities Project), Series 2005, the 
proceeds of which were used to finance the 2005 Project, under an Escrow Agreement dated as of 
February 1, 2014 (the “Escrow Agent”) between the County and U.S. Bank National Association, as 
escrow agent; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board approves the use of Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP as the County’s 
bond counsel and U.S. Bank National Association, as trustee and escrow agent, and retains Robert W. 
Baird & Co., as the underwriter for the 2014A Bonds (collectively, the “Financing Team”); 
 

WHEREAS, in connection with the sale of the 2014A Bonds by the Corporation, the County 
desires to make certain representations and warranties to the underwriter of the 2014A Bonds in the form 
of the County’s Letter of Representations to the underwriter (the “Letter of Representations”); 
 

WHEREAS, there have been described to the Board the forms of the following documents 
(collectively, the “Instruments”), copies of which have been made available to the Board, which the 
Board proposes to approve, enter into and deliver, as applicable, to effectuate the proposed installment 
financing: 
 

(1) the Second Amendment; 
 

(2) the Second Supplement; 
 
(3) the Deed of Trust; 
 
(4) the Escrow Agreement; 
 
(5) the Letter of Representations; and 
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(6) the Preliminary Official Statement related to the 2014A Bonds (the 
“Preliminary Official Statement”) containing certain information about the County; 

 
WHEREAS, it appears that each of the Instruments is in an appropriate form and is an appropriate 

instrument for the purposes intended; 
 

WHEREAS, the County has previously determined and hereby determines that the acquisition of 
the 2014A Project is essential to the County’s proper, efficient and economic operation and to the general 
health and welfare of its inhabitants; that the 2014A Project provides an essential use and permit the 
County to carry out public functions that it is authorized by law to perform; and that entering into the 
Contract and Deed of Trust is necessary and expedient for the County by virtue of the findings presented 
herein; 

 
WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that the Contract allows the County to finance the 

201A Project at a favorable interest rate currently available in the financial marketplace and on terms 
advantageous to the County; 

 
WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that the estimated cost of financing the 2014A Project 

is an amount not to exceed $25,000,000 and that such cost of the financing of the 2014A Project exceeds 
the amount that can be prudently raised from currently available appropriations, unappropriated fund 
balances and non-voted bonds that could be issued by the County in the current fiscal year pursuant to 
Article V, Section 4 of the Constitution of the State; 

 
WHEREAS, although the cost of financing of the 2014A Project pursuant to the Contract is 

expected to exceed the cost of financing the 2014A Project pursuant to a bond financing for the same 
undertaking, the County hereby determines that the cost of financing the 2014A Project pursuant to the 
Contract and the obligations of the County thereunder are preferable to a general obligation bond 
financing or revenue bond financing for several reasons, including but not limited to the following: (1) the 
cost of a special election necessary to approve a general obligation bond financing, as required by the 
laws of the State, would result in the expenditure of significant funds; (2) the time required for a general 
obligation bond election would cause an unnecessary delay which would thereby decrease the financial 
benefits of financing the 2014A Project; and (3) insufficient revenues are produced by the 2014A Project 
so as to permit a revenue bond financing; 

 
WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that the estimated cost of financing the 2014A Project 

pursuant to the Contract reasonably compares with an estimate of similar costs under a bond financing for 
the same undertaking as a result of the findings delineated in the above preambles; 

 
WHEREAS, the County does not anticipate a future property tax increase to pay installment 

payments falling due under the Contract; 
 
WHEREAS, no deficiency judgment may be rendered against the County in any action for its 

breach of the Contract, and the taxing power of the County is not and may not be pledged in any way 
directly or indirectly or contingently to secure any moneys due under the Contract; 

 
WHEREAS, the County is not in default under any of its debt service obligations; 
 
WHEREAS, the County’s budget process and Annual Budget Ordinance are in compliance with 

the Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act, and external auditors have determined that the 
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County has conformed with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to governmental units in 
preparing its Annual Budget ordinance; 

 
WHEREAS, past audit reports of the County indicate that its debt management and contract 

obligation payment policies have been carried out in strict compliance with the law, and the County has 
not been censured by the North Carolina Local Government Commission (the “LGC”), external auditors 
or any other regulatory agencies in connection with such debt management and contract obligation 
payment policies; 

 
WHEREAS, the County has filed an application to the LGC for approval of the Second 

Amendment; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
COUNTY OF CATAWBA, NORTH CAROLINA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.  Ratification of Instruments.  That all actions of the Chairman of the Board, the 
County Manager, the Finance Director, the Clerk to the Board and their respective designees (the 
“Authorized Officers”), whether previously or hereinafter taken, in effectuating the proposed financing 
are hereby approved, ratified and authorized pursuant to and in accordance with the transactions 
contemplated by the Instruments. 
 

Section 2.  Authorization to Execute the Second Amendment, the Deed of Trust, the Escrow 
Agreement and the Letter of Representations.  That the County approves the financing of the 2014A 
Project as contemplated by the terms of the Instruments and in accordance with the terms of the Contract, 
which will be a valid, legal and binding obligation of the County in accordance with its terms.  The form 
and content of the Second Amendment, the Deed of Trust, the Escrow Agreement and the Letter of 
Representations shall be and the same hereby are in all respects authorized, approved and confirmed, and 
the Authorized Officers, either individually or collectively, shall be and they hereby are authorized, 
empowered and directed to execute and deliver the Second Amendment, the Deed of Trust, the Escrow 
Agreement and the Letter of Representations, including necessary counterparts, in substantially the form 
and content presented to the Board, but with such changes, modifications, additions or deletions therein as 
shall to them seem necessary, desirable or appropriate, their execution thereof to constitute conclusive 
evidence of the County’s approval of any and all changes, modifications, additions or deletions therein 
from the form and content of the Second Amendment, the Deed of Trust, the Escrow Agreement and 
Letter of Representations presented to the Board, and that from and after the execution and delivery of the 
Second Amendment, the Deed of Trust, the Escrow Agreement and Letter of Representations, the 
Authorized Officers, either individually or collectively, are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to 
do all such acts and things and to execute all such documents as may be necessary to carry out and 
comply with the provisions of the Contract. 

 
Section 3.  Authorization of the Official Statement.  That (a) the form, terms and content of the 

Preliminary Official Statement are in all respects authorized, approved and confirmed, and the use of the 
Preliminary Official Statement and the final Official Statement related to the 2014A Bonds substantially 
in the form of the Preliminary Official Statement (the “Official Statement”) by the underwriters of the 
2014A Bonds in connection with the sale of the 2014A Bonds is hereby in all respects authorized, 
approved and confirmed and (b) the Authorized Officers, either individually or collectively, are hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed to execute, if required, and deliver the Official Statement, in 
substantially the form and content presented to the Board, but with such changes, modifications, additions 
or deletions therein as they may deem necessary, desirable or appropriate, their delivery thereof to 
constitute conclusive evidence of the County’s approval of any and all changes, modifications, additions 
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or deletions therein from the form and content of the Preliminary Official Statement presented to the 
Board. 
 

Section 4.  County Representative.  That each of the Authorized Officers are hereby designated 
as the County’s Representative to act on behalf of the County in connection with the transactions 
contemplated by the Instruments, and they are authorized to proceed with the financing of the 2014A 
Project in accordance with the Instruments and to seek opinions as to matters of law from attorneys as 
they deem appropriate for all documents contemplated hereby as required by law.  The Authorized 
Officers, either individually or collectively, are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to do any and 
all other acts and to execute any and all other documents, which they, in their discretion, deem necessary 
and appropriate to consummate the transactions contemplated by the Instruments and the administration 
thereof after the issuance of the 2014A Bonds or as they deem necessary or appropriate to implement and 
carry out the intent and purposes of this Resolution. 

 
Section 5.  Financing Team.  That the Financing Team for the 2014A Bonds is hereby approved.  

The Finance Director, with advice from the County Attorney, is hereby authorized to retain the assistance 
of other professionals as he deems necessary and desirable to carry out the intention of this Resolution. 
 

Section 6.  Appointment of New Directors of the Corporation.  That the Directors of the 
Corporation appointed pursuant to a resolution of the Board on October 17, 2011 are hereby replaced with 
Scott Millar, ___________________ and Rodney N. Miller, each of whom is hereby appointed as a 
Director of the Corporation and will serve as Director in accordance with and subject to the direction of 
the Board and the Corporation’s bylaws until his resignation, removal or disqualification, or until his 
successor is duly appointed and qualified. 

 
Section 7.  Severability.  That if any section, phrase or provision of this Resolution is for any 

reason declared to be invalid, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the 
sections, phrases or provisions of this Resolution. 
 

Section 8.  Repealer.  That all motions, orders, resolutions and parts thereof, in conflict herewith 
are hereby repealed. 
 

Section 9.  Effective Date.  That this Resolution is effective on the date of its adoption. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  ) 
     ) ss: 
COUNTY OF CATAWBA   ) 
  
 
 I, BARBARA E. MORRIS, Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of the County of Catawba, North 
Carolina, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of a resolution entitled 
“RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CATAWBA, NORTH 
CAROLINA, APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE INSTALLMENT FINANCING AGREEMENT WITH THE 
CATAWBA COUNTY PUBLIC FACILITIES FINANCING CORPORATION AND RELATED MATTERS” 
adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Catawba, North Carolina at a meeting held on 
the 21st day of January, 2014. 
 
  WITNESS my hand and the corporate seal of the County of Catawba, North Carolina, this the 
___ day of January, 2014. 
  
  

      
Barbara E. Morris 
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 
County of Catawba, North Carolina 

 
 
  



APPOINTMENTS 
 
DAN HUNSUCKER (DUE) Agricultural Advisory Board 
01/20/14  Ken Arrowood 
   Jeff Elmore 
   Dave McCart 
Commissioner Hunsucker recommends the reappointment of Ken Arrowood, Jeff Elmore and 
Dave McCart for third terms on the Agricultural Advisory Board.  These terms will expire 
January 20, 2017. 
 
DAN HUNSUCKER (Upcoming) Dangerous Dog Appellate Board 
02/02/14 Carl Luckadoo     Eligible for a 2nd term 
 Butch Williams     Eligible for a 2nd term 
3-year terms 
Commissioner Hunsucker recommends the reappointment of Carl Luckadoo and Butch 
Williams for second terms on the Dangerous Dog Appellate Board.  These terms will expire 
February 2, 2017. 
 
RANDY ISENHOWER (DUE) Juvenile Crime Prevention Council 
Vice-Chair Isenhower recommends the appointment of Karen Harrington, Assistant Social 
Services Director, as designee for the Social Services Director position on the Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Council.  Ms. Harrington will fill an unexpired term which will expire on June 30, 
2015. 
 
LYNN LAIL (Due and Upcoming) Nursing and Rest Home Advisory Board 
01/16/14 Pamela Lowdermilk    Eligible for a 4th term 
02/17/14 Frederick Pender    Eligible for a 2nd term 
 Elenor Pender     Eligible for a 2nd term 
04/15/14 Sandra Foster     Eligible for a 4th term 
3-year terms 
Commissioner Lail recommends the reappointment of Frederick Pender and Elenor Pender for 
second terms and Pamela Lowdermilk and Sandra Foster for fourth terms.  Ms. Lowdermilk’s 
term will expire January 16, 2017; Frederick and Elenor Pender’s terms will expire February 
17, 2017 and Ms. Foster’s term will expire April 15, 2017. 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

From:  Policy and Public Works Subcommittee 

Date:  January 21, 2014 

Re:  Approval of Transfer of Property Owned by County and  
Used for Medical Facility Owned by Catawba Valley Medical Center  

 

Request: 

CVMC recently discovered that its medical office building located in Denver was not 
constructed wholly within the building lot which it purchased.  The purpose of this 
request is to ask for Board of Commissioners approval to execute a deed so that the 
property can be correctly reconfigured to encompass the foot print of the building. 

Background: 

The medical office facility is located in the Denver Lakes Professional Park, which is 
a planned unit development.  It consists of two building sites located on Highway 16 
in Denver.  Because of narrow road frontage and zoning requirements, the 
development is “townhome” style, with the individual owners owning only the land on 
which the buildings sit and the balance of the land being common area, intended to 
be owned by the owner’s association.  A copy of the original plat for Denver Lakes 
Professional Park is attached as Exhibit 1.  The County’s property is the area labeled 
as “Future Building No. 2,” consisting of 8,000 square feet. 

CVMC purchased its lot in 1998 and began construction of the building shortly 
thereafter.  The building was completed in late 2000.   For reasons that are unknown 
to the current management at CVMC, the medical office was not built wholly within 
the boundary of the lot purchased.  This was discovered several months ago, when 
CVMC had a survey done.  A copy of a portion of the survey showing the location of 
the building and the original and proposed lot lines is attached as Exhibit 2. 

To remedy this situation, CVMC contacted the original developer, Hash Howard 
Sherrill & Associates, Inc. (“Hash Howard”) and requested its cooperation.  It was 
also discovered that Hash Howard has never conveyed the common area to an 
owner’s association.  Hash Howard has agreed to cooperate with CVMC to address 
both the lot configuration and the common area issues. 
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Counsel for CVMC recommends that these issues be resolved by exchange of 
deeds as follows: 

1. County deeds the original lot back to Hash Howard by with the statement that it is 
in consideration of a re-conveyance from Hash Howard to correct the error in the 
legal description. 

2. File a revised plat is filed reconfiguring the CVMC lot so that the building is 
located wholly within the lot (lot remains 8,000 square feet in size).   

3. Hash Howard deeds the reconfigured lot to the County. 

4. Hash Howard deeds all common areas within Denver Lakes Professional Park to 
the owner’s association. 

Because this solution requires that the County deed property back to the original 
developer, CVMC asks that the Board of Commissioners approve the transfer of the 
property back to Hash Howard as part of the series of transactions described above.  
The purpose of these transactions is to correct the error in the configuration of 
CVMC’s lot.  The exchange of deeds will essentially correct the recorded real 
property records to reflect what is and has been the case on the ground.  A copy of 
the revised plat is also attached to this request. 

Recommendation: 

The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Board of 
Commissioners authorize Chair Barnes to execute deeds and any other documents 
necessary to correct the recorded real property records to reflect what is and has 
been on the ground.   

 

       
 







 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

From:  Policy and Public Works Subcommittee 

Date:  January 21, 2014 

Re: Approval of Sale of Property Owned by County for the Benefit of Catawba 
Valley Medical Center (“CVMC”) in Alexander County, NC 

  

Request: 

CVMC requests the Board of Commissioners approve the sale of an old medical 
office property located in Taylorsville to the Town of Taylorsville for the sum of 
$50,000.00. 

Background: 

The property in question is a one-half acre lot with a small medical office building 
located on 2nd Avenue in Taylorsville.  CVMC purchased the property in May of 1998 
as part of the purchase of the assets of a medical practice.  A copy of the deed is 
attached.  The medical building was constructed in the 1960s and was not deemed 
suitable by CVMC for use.  Since its purchase in 1998, the building has been vacant, 
and the hospital has made efforts to sell the property throughout that time.  CVMC 
recently received an offer to purchase the property from the Town of Taylorsville for 
the sum of $50,000.00.  A copy of the offer is attached.  David Odom, manager of the 
Town of Taylorsville, has advised that the Town intends to purchase the property and 
lease it to a third party for an urgent care facility.   

CVMC has no use for this property and its dilapidated condition makes it difficult to 
sell.  Copies of photos showing the current condition are attached.  The tax value of 
this parcel is $186,419.00, but CVMC carries the property on its books at $48,266.  
The hospital has not had a formal appraisal done, but the offer is within the range of 
the estimates of values that Paul Gadd, its real estate agent, has provided to the 
hospital from time to time.  CVMC management has considered demolition of the 
structure, but believes that selling the property for $50,000.00 is a better result.  

Recommendation: 

The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Board of 
Commissioners authorize Chair Barnes to execute a deed and any other documents 
necessary to accomplish the sale of the real property to the Town of Taylorsville. 

 Attachments:  
 

1.  County Source Deed  
2. Purchase contract 
3. Photographs 





























MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:   Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
From:   Scott Millar, Catawba County EDC 
 
Date:   January 21, 2013 
 
Re:   Economic Development Agreement, HSM 
 
 
Request 
In August 2013, HSM Company (formerly Hickory Springs Manufacturing) announced the 
expansion of several Catawba County facilities in the Cities of Hickory and Conover, creating up 
to 162 new jobs and the investment of a targeted amount of $3.3 million in new facilities and 
equipment.  The expansion projects were predicated on the subsequent approval of economic 
development agreements and matching funds being provided by the State of North Carolina.  
The EDC, in conjunction with the legal staff of the County and the Company, is bringing forward 
the final agreements for approval as allowed under NC General Statutes.  As is typical, the EDC 
has performed a Cost Benefits analysis showing the economic benefits of the proposed 
agreement, the creation of jobs, and the net effects of the investment.  Key to consideration of 
this project is the aspects of innovation and the transformation of this company into a high-
tech, R&D-oriented global producer, all desired elements under the Innovate Catawba 
economic transformation process.  As is usual, no incentives will be awarded until after the 
company has already achieved progress on its contractual obligations. 
 
Background 
This project represents the total transformation of HSM from a basic supplier of furniture parts 
into an integrated and global manufacturer/seller of complete product lines, including seats for 
mass transportation, end-user products such as outdoor/beach seating, and many other 
products.  Hickory Springs has changed its name to HSM to reflect this total transformation.  
HSM is placing a heavy reliance on innovation, research and design, creative product design, 
and marketing as shown by this multi-part project.  The project components include creation 
and investment in two Conover locations (Innovations Center on Debra Herman Road, $500k 
investment, 19 jobs/the Foam Tech Center on Farrington Street, $1.55M investment, 3 jobs) as 
well as two Hickory locations (manufacturing facility investments in a State-recognized Urban 
Progress Zone.  The State of NC has committed to over $278,000 participation requiring a local 
match.  Conover has approved its participation and The City of Hickory is considering approval 
of its participation at its January 21 meeting. 
 
Proposal Overview 
The State has committed to an incentive totaling $278,000 including training grants and 
requiring a local match.  Our usual incentive grants process of granting a percentage of future 



receipts based on investment alone is not sufficient in this case to provide the match. I am 
recommending a grant from each local governing unit of $500 for each job created and a 3-
year, 50% grant based on the realized income from these investments.  Under this proposal, 
HSM would receive a one-time grant  of $1000 for each job ($500 from the municipality for the 
job created within their jurisdiction and $500 from the County) one time in the year following 
certification for the creation of that job and a 50% grant on the income received from the 
investment in the respective jurisdictions for each of three years following the investment (if 
the qualified investment were made in year three, the incentive would pay in the three years 
following the receipt of the payment of taxes on that investment).  The total maximum payout 
of incentives for each jurisdiction under this proposal  as shown in the modeling, prior to any 
determination of true assessed value and depreciation, is as follows:  County $110,839; Hickory 
$82,690; Conover $23,300). 
 

Other considerations: 

1. The Main Avenue, Hickory project is in a State-certified UPZ (Urban Progress Zone), 
qualifying it for special treatment for NC-based incentives; 

2. This is an existing Catawba County Corporate Headquarters with a longstanding track 
record of investment/jobs; 

3. The entire transformation of the company is based on extensive investment in R&D and 
Innovation and the type of jobs that investment requires; and 

4. HSM has contractually agreed to exceed Catawba County’s average wage by $6,000 for 
all hires. 

5. The financial impact modeling for the project using IMplan Analysis totals $69,887,015 
for the years 2013-2015. 

 
Recommendation 
The EDC recommends approval of (1) the attached economic development agreement by and between 
Catawba County and HSM, and (2) the approval of the County to enter into an agreement with the State 
of North Carolina under the NC One Fund Grants program in order to provide that funding under terms 
of the State of North Carolina and the NC Department of Commerce Finance Center.  

 

 























 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  John Eller, Social Services Director 
  Jennifer McCracken, Public Health Services Manager 
 
DATE:  January 21, 2014 

 
RE:                     2013 Community Child Protection & Fatality Prevention Team Annual Report  
 
REQUEST:  North Carolina requires an annual reporting to the Board of Commissioners 
regarding the work of the team.  This annual report is to update and keep the Board informed 
on activities to date.  We are seeking the Board’s Approval of our Annual Plan so it may then be 
submitted to the State. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Catawba County Child Protection Team was established in February 1992 
as the result of a gubernatorial executive order by Governor James Martin.  Later, North 
Carolina mandated a Child Fatality Review Team and Catawba County elected to combine the 
two with a first joint meeting in August 1995.  The combined teams have met quarterly since its 
inception, except for specially called meetings.  The Child Protection Team has the legal 
responsibilities for reviewing cases of child fatalities when the family is known to the 
Department of Social Services and identification of areas in Protective Services needing 
improvement in order to maximize the safety of the community’s children.  The Child Fatality 
Team’s purpose is to provide a multi-agency, multi-disciplinary approach to study cases of 
childhood death in Catawba County in order to attempt to reduce child fatalities.  The local 
directors of Social Services and Public Health have specific responsibilities for each team and 
the Board of County Commissioners decides if there will be a team for each area or if they will 
be combined.  This report addresses the work of the Community Child Protection and Fatality 
Prevention Team. Efforts continue to be made for the group to review additional individual 
Child Protective Services issues and to satisfy the state’s agreement with the Federal 
Government to use Child Protection Teams as a review mechanism in the Child Protective 
Services arena.  The commitment of team members, their advocacy and dedication to 
improving the lives of citizens of Catawba County has been a most worthwhile effort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Child Protection and Child Fatality Prevention Team members include: 
Jennifer McCracken, Health Services Manager, Public Health 
John Eller, Social Services Director 
Jason Hughes, Child Welfare Program Manager 
Capt. Joel Fish, Deputy Sheriff 
Sean McGinnis, DA’s Office 
Captain Thurman Whisnant, Hickory Policy Department 
Andrea Benfield, ATB Consultations (Community Action Agency) 
Dan Brigman, Superintendent, Catawba County Schools  

(Designee: Mary Moren and Barbara Price) 
Dr. Barry Redmond, Superintendent, Newton-Conover Schools  

(Designee:  Bill Long) 
Dr. Walter Hart, Superintendent, Hickory City Schools  

(Designee: Angela Simmons) 
Jennie Connor, DSS Board Member 
John Hardy, Partners Behavioral Health Management 
Sydney Smith, Program Supervisor, Guardian ad Litem Program 
Doug Urland, Director, Public Health 
Rachel Turbyfill, PA, Catawba Pediatrics Assoc. 
Sylvia Fisher, EMS Manager 
Gregory Hayes, District Court Judge 
Lora Josey, Designee for County Medical Examiner 
Janie Connor, Representative of a Local Day Care Facility or Head Start 
Carol McConnell, Parent of Child Who Died Prior to 18th Birthday 
Debra Young, Public Health – CFPT/CCPT Review Coordinator 
 
The Community Child Protection and Child Fatality Prevention Team focused on the following 
items in 2013: 

• Fatality Reviews 
• Continued to promote Signs of Safety Training involving all CPS staff in more specific case 

planning and engagement with families who have histories of maltreatment. 
• Promoted the “Neglect with Injury” protocol/MOU’s with Law Enforcement and Social 

Services to provide additional review of those cases at the time of the initial CPS report.  
• Supported the Children’s Advocacy and Protection Center (CAPC) effort to reach 6000 

citizens by 2016 regarding sexual abuse prevention. 
• Used data in order to see patterns and trends.  This will allow us to better track “how” 

children die rather than relying on cause of death only (SIDS, unknown, etc…) so that we 
can do more planning in the future around specific strategies. 

• Implemented an ABC’s of Infant Safe Sleeping Campaign to better understand the 
pros/cons to strengthen failure to report.  

• Reviewed Policy/Statutes (state and local) and assessed their impact. 
 



• A Co-Sleeping/safe sleeping committee was formed to discuss current prevention efforts 
and future needs.  We developed a co-sleeping/safe sleeping campaign to educate about 
the dangers of unsafe sleeping among parents with young children. Strategies will include 
specific outreach to CC4C/maternity outreach to at risk families, families involved with 
Child Protective Services, information given to new parents upon the birth of a newborn 
at hospitals, develop an annual event to raise awareness, and developed a brochure to be 
used in the community.   

• The CCPT/CFPT reviewed an increased number of teenagers that died as a result of motor 
vehicle crashes in which distracted driving was, or could have been, a causative factor.  A 
committee regularly meets and is made up of school personnel, law enforcement, medical 
personnel, and community members to develop an action plan to increase messaging 
around the dangers of distracted driving.  A Distracted Driving Video Contest was opened 
to all high school and home school students located in Catawba County.   The contest was 
introduced to bring a greater awareness to the issue of accidents caused by distracted 
driving.  A Red Carpet event announced the winners.  The Grand Prize winner was 
presented with a monetary award and a free limo ride and lunch.  

• Supporting the Project Lazarus initiative was launched in Catawba County, with review of 
strategies to curb drug overdose with prescribed drugs. Strategies included Drop Boxes 
for proper discarding of prescription medications, community education, and changes in 
Emergency Room drug tracking in the region.  Also, there is a lack of consistent, 
accessible, effective services to diagnose and treat mental health needs. 

 
2013 Facts: 
Social Services received 3249 Reports (6428 children), 2056 met state criteria to be accepted 
(4110 children).  Neglect is the most reported type. 
 
There were 15 deaths in 2013 (down from 17 in 2012)  

• 40% of deaths were in children under the age of 1 (6) 
• 20% ages 1-4 (3) 
• 13% ages 5-9 (2) 
• 27% ages 15-17 (4) 

 
Types: 

• 40% of child deaths in Catawba County stemmed from prenatal issues/perinatal 
conditions (6) 

• 27% due to illness (4) 
• 6.6% due to motor vehicle accident (1) 
• 6.6% due to discharge of firearm (1) 
• 6.6% due to drowning (1) 
• 6.6% due to poisoning (1) 
• 6.6% due to injury (1) 

 



Areas of Emphasis for 2013: 
1) Properly assessing risk, safety, and trauma of children and families to prevent abuse, 

neglect, and inadequate prenatal care 
2) Continue prevention messages about Co-Sleeping/Safe Sleeping environments  
3) Domestic Violence 
4) Enhance community awareness about the dangers of Distracted Driving Among Teens 

(Annual Distracted Driving Video Contest) 
5) Support the Period of Purple Crying for new Parents  
6) Support the Darkness to Light initiative regarding helping raise awareness of citizens to 

report child sexual abuse. 
7) Support substance abuse initiatives in the community (including Project Lazarus) 
8) Support Domestic violence initiatives in the community (Family Guidance Center) 
9) Tracking 1st Time pregnancies of women who are high risk  
10) Support Child Abuse Prevention Month Activities 
11) Annually assess legislative bills that impact our work and address policy needs (state and 

local). 
12) Continue to advocate for early entry into Prenatal Care. 
13) Continue to enhance Interagency Communications 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  North Carolina requires an annual reporting to the Board of 
Commissioners regarding the work of the team.  This annual report is to update and keep the 
Board informed on activities to date.  We are seeking Board Approval of our Annual Plan. 
 



Memorandum 
 
To:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners  
 
From:   Policy and Public Works Subcommittee 
    
Subject:             Resolution regarding Cooperative Extension Services Staffing  
 
Date:                  January 21, 2014 
 
 
REQUEST 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners adopt a resolution in support of filling vacant North Carolina Cooperative 
Extension positions within Catawba County.   
 
BACKGROUND 
For many years, Catawba County has had a long-standing partnership with North Carolina State 
University (NCSU) in funding and delivering programs of Cooperative Extension Services to the 
community.  While the County and NCSU each fund approximately 50% of the salary and 
benefits expense associated with employees in the County’s local Extension Office, technically, 
these staff are employees of NCSU. 
 
In recent years, Catawba County’s local Extension Office has been plagued by vacancies in a 
number of key positions.  Most recently, vacancies in the Cooperative Extension Director, 
Family & Consumer Sciences, and Livestock/Agriculture program areas have gone unaddressed.  
In the interest of maintaining program continuity and continuing to deliver these critical 
services to the public, the County has consistently pledged to contribute its share of the salaries 
associated with filling these positions and has requested through administrative channels – on 
numerous occasions – that NCSU commit to do the same.  To date, these efforts have not 
yielded the desired results, as the vacancies remain unfilled.    
 
This situation is not unique to Catawba County.  In fact, it is affecting other counties across the 
state in a similar fashion.  Recently, Perquimans County passed a resolution in affirming the 
value of Cooperative Extension Services to the local community and supporting the filling of 
existing vacancies within Perquimans County’s local office as well as in neighboring counties.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Policy and Public Works Subcommittee recommends the Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners adopt a resolution in support of filling vacant North Carolina Cooperative 
Extension positions within Catawba County.   
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION NO: 2014 – 

 
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF FILLING VACANT NORTH CAROLINA 

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION POSITIONS 
 
 

WHEREAS, North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service serves all 100 counties in 
North Carolina, including Catawba County; and 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service’s mission is to empower 
people and provide solutions in the areas of Agricultural Services, Family and Consumer 
Sciences, 4-H Youth Development, and Environment / Natural Resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, Agriculture provides an estimated direct financial impact of $52,021,012 
from 71,906 acres of farmland that supports crops and livestock in Catawba County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the services provided in the Family and Consumer Sciences are integral 
to maintaining food safety in Catawba County as well as in equipping citizens with 
essential knowledge related to maintaining proper nutrition and managing chronic 
diseases; and  
 
WHEREAS, the leadership of Cooperative Extension has historically provided a key 
bridge between Catawba County Government and the citizens it serves; and 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service has had long-standing 
vacancies in several key positions in Catawba County, including Livestock / Row Crops, 
Family and Consumer Sciences, Cooperative Extension Director, with additional 
vacancies in surrounding counties. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners hereby fully supports the North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service 
and the work the Extension Service does to make our communities better places in which 
to live and work.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners requests that 
North Carolina State University fill the vacant positions of Agricultural / Livestock 
Agent, Family and Consumer Sciences Agent, and Cooperative Extension Director in 
Catawba County. 
 
 
Adopted this 21st day of January, 2014. 
      ___________________________________ 
      Katherine W. Barnes, Chair 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
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