
 
 

AGENDA 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Monday, December 16, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 
Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 Courthouse 

30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC 
 
 
1. Call to Order. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Invocation. 
 
4. Approval of the minutes from the Regular Meeting and Closed Session Meeting 

of December 2, 2013.  
 
5. Recognition of Special Guests. 
 
6. Public Comment for Items Not on the Agenda. 
 
7. Public Hearings: 
 a. Rezoning Request by Jayme Freitas to Rezone 1.0 Acre from Planned 

Development to HC Highway Commercial District.  Presented by Planner 
Chris Timberlake. 

 b. Rezoning Request by Strata Solar, LLC to Rezone Approximately 31 Acres 
from R-20 Residential to R-80-CD Conditional District, Specifically for a Solar 
Farm.  Presented by Planner Chris Timberlake. 

 
8. Appointments. 
 
9. Departmental Report: 
 Library. 
 Innovative Library Outreach Programs Focus on Bridging the Gaps:  Partnering 

in the Community for Early and Lifelong Learning.  Presented by Library Director 
Suzanne White. 
 

10. Other Items of Business. 
  
11. Attorneys’ Report. 
 
12. Manager’s Report. 
     
13. Adjournment. 
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PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-
465-8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Access to the 1924 Courthouse for individuals with 
disabilities is at the south side (“A” Street). The elevator is located at the north end of the building. Participation 
in public meetings is without regard to race, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, color, or disability. 
INFOTALK/INTERNET: The Catawba County Telephone Information System will allow you to use your touch 
tone telephone to obtain current information on Catawba County 24 hours a day. Information is updated on a 
regular basis. Dial 465-8468 and INFOTALK will direct your questions with easy to understand instructions. 
Reach Catawba County on the Internet at http://www.catawbacountync.gov. 
 
CALENDAR: County Offices will be closed on December 24, 25, and 26 for the Christmas Holiday and on 
January 1, 2014 for the New Year Holiday. There will be only one Board of Commissioners Meeting in 
January 2014. Due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday on Monday, January 20, 2014, this meeting will take 
place on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
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                     M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Chris Timberlake, Planner 
 
DATE:  December 16, 2013 
 
IN RE:  Rezoning Request – Jayme Freitas 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
REQUEST 
Consider an application to rezone 1.0 acres from PD Planned Development to HC Highway 
Commercial district. 
 
Purpose 
The PD Planned Development district, considered a “special district,” encourages the master 
planning of large scale, multiple or mixed use development patterns. The HC Highway 
Commercial district, considered a “general district,” provides for regional highway-oriented 
businesses, offices, services, and civic uses.  
 
 
REVIEW/BACKGROUND 
Location/Zoning 
The property is located at 4723 Mtn. Creek Avenue in the Sherrills Ford Small Area Planning 
District, Mountain Creek Township, and further identified as Parcel Identification Number 3686-
12-86-9124. 
 

  The applicant’s property depicted as Parcel 1, on the attached maps, is zoned PD Planned 
Development and is the location of Just Suspension, a specialty auto parts business. The 
surrounding parcels contain the zoning districts and uses as described below. 
 

• North – Parcel 2 is zoned HC Highway Commercial and is an undeveloped parcel. 
 
• South – Parcel 6 is zoned PD Planned Development and is an undeveloped parcel. 

 
• East – Parcels 3, 4, and 5 are zoned PD Planned Development and are developed. 
 
• West – Parcel 7 is zoned HC Highway Commercial and is an undeveloped parcel. 

 
 
Zoning History 
August 21, 1995 – Parcel 7 was rezoned from R-2 Residential to C-2 Commercial (now known as 
HC Highway Commercial).  



Jayme Freitas RZ Memo BOC    page 2 of 3 

 
February 16, 2004 – Parcel 1 was rezoned from C-2 Commercial to PD-SC(C) Planned 
Development-Shopping Center Community district as part of a larger 20.9 acre development 
which included Parcels 2 through 6 as well as other parcels to the north and southeast.  Zoning 
regulations at the time required a Planned Development rezoning when more than one use or 
structure was proposed for the property.  The developer was proposing retail and office spaces 
and mini-storage units which triggered the Planned Development rezoning requirement.  The 
developer’s plans changed over time and the market for a retail center at this location 
diminished.  He subsequently began to sell off different parcels in 2005 and 2006, which was 
allowable, so now the original concept is no longer viable. 
 
February 6, 2007 – PD-SC(C) Planned Development-Shopping Center Community district 
became part of the current PD Planned Development district. The different Planned 
Development districts were condensed into one with the adoption of the Unified Development 
Ordinance. 
 
April 16, 2012 – Parcel 2 was rezoned from PD Planned Development to HC Highway 
Commercial. 
 
Land Use 
Applicants who propose a planned development usually have more opportunity for flexibility 
and creativity in design than is possible under conventional zoning regulations. However, there 
are some uses (ex. motor vehicle repair, motor vehicle sales) that are permitted in the HC 
district that are not permitted in the PD district. 
 
The property is within the Mixed Use Corridor-Overlay district which requires additional 
aesthetic standards such as allowing certain exterior materials, providing pedestrian friendly 
improvements, and requiring additional standards to some uses. In general, the overlay district 
provides for higher development standards along certain corridors in the county. 
 
Utilities 

  Public sewer is anticipated to be available along E NC 150 Highway in April 2014. The property is 
currently served by a private septic system and public water. The existing septic system 
accommodates the current use but, may be subject to expansion depending upon whether 
additional businesses occupy portions of the building. Under this scenario, the County Sewer 
Ordinance would not require connect to the future public sewer line.    
 
Transportation 
East NC Hwy 150 is designated as a boulevard in the 2035 Greater Hickory Urban Area Long 
Range Transportation Plan. This road, listed as a strategic highway corridor, is a major east-west 
route between Shelby, Lincolnton, and Mooresville and is recommended to be widened from 2-
lanes to multi-lanes (4). The State Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) contains plans for 
the widening of East NC 150 to a multi-lane facility.  The planning and design portion of the 
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project is currently on-going and should be completed in 2014. It is anticipated that right-of-
way acquisition will begin in 2017 and construction could start post 2020. 
 
Traffic counts for NC Highway 150 in 2011 to the west of the site measured 9,800 and 11,000 to 
the east. Based on design and construction, the road capacity in this area is 14,200 according to 
the Catawba County Thoroughfare Plan. Development of the property will not overburden the 
existing roadway. 
 
 
Land Use Plan 

  The Sherrills Ford Small Area Plan, adopted on February 17, 2003, serves as the current land use 
plan for this area.  Map 5, titled “Future Land Use Recommendations," depicts the property as 
being located in an area designated for a regional commercial center. The regional commercial 
center is envisioned to provide a mixture of uses such as commercial, office-institutional, and 
multi-family. The requested HC Highway Commercial district accommodates uses that are 
consistent with the types of uses recommended in the plan. 

   
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends the 1.0 acre parcel be rezoned from PD Planned Development to HC 
Highway Commercial based upon: 
 

1) The request being consistent with the adopted small area plan; 
2) The request being in harmony with the adjacent commercial land uses; and 
3) The property is adjacent to and in close proximity to other HC Highway Commercial 

properties. 
 
Public Hearing Discussion 
The Planning Board held a public hearing on November 25, 2013. No one spoke in favor or in 
opposition to the request. There were no questions or comments from the Planning Board. 
 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Board voted 7-0 to submit a favorable recommendation to the Catawba County 
Board of Commissioners to rezone the parcel totaling 1.00 acre from PD Planned Development 
to HC Highway Commercial based upon: 
 

1) The request being consistent with the adopted small area plan; 
2) The request being in harmony with the adjacent commercial land uses; and 
3) The property is adjacent to and in close proximity to other HC Highway Commercial 

properties. 
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Subject and Adjacent Property Owners

# PIN Acres Owner Owner2 Address City State Zip Bldg # Street Name

1 368612869124 1.0 CLOUDES MILL CORPORATION 139 GOLDEN POND LN MOORESVILLE NC 28117-8875 4723 MTN CREEK AV

2 368612869330 0.8 OLD HICKORY DEVELOPERS LLC 5879 E NC HWY 150 STE 103 DENVER NC 28037-6769 4711 MTN CREEK AV

3 368612961456 1.2 DBN MANAGEMENT LLC 4710 MOUNTAIN CREEK AVE DENVER NC 28037-6790 4710 MTN CREEK AV

4 368612962366 1.0 RUT RENTAL LLC 135 S WAYNE DR MOORESVILLE NC 28117-6049 4718 MTN CREEK AV

5 368612963257 1.0 CAROL LYNN JEAN REALTY LLC 2594 BERNE LN SHERRILLS FORD NC 28673-7307 4726 MTN CREEK AV

6 368612869093 1.0 JOHAN G MIDDELTHON 49 INDUSTRIAL PARK DR WALDORF MD 20602-2708 4729 MTN CREEK AV

7 368612867031 2.8 WILLENE CLINE LITTLE SHARON RENEE LITTLE PO BOX 117 DENVER NC 28037-0117 5857 E NC 150 HWY



 

Planning, Parks & Development 
PO Box 389 

100 A Southwest Boulevard 
Newton, NC  28658 

828-465-8380 
Fax:  828-465-8484 

www.catawbacountync.gov/ 
 

 
 

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT CONSISTENCY STATEMENT 
 
 
 
On December 16, 2013 the Catawba County Board of Commissioners conducted a public hearing for 
the purpose of considering a zoning map amendment to PIN 3686-12-86-9124 (Case #RZ2013-05). 
 
Upon considering the matter, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners finds the item to be 
consistent with the Sherrills Ford Small Area Plan and reasonable for rezoning based upon: 
 

1) The request being consistent with the adopted small area plan; 

2) The request being in harmony with the adjacent commercial land uses; and 

3) The property is adjacent to and in close proximity to other HC Highway Commercial properties. 
 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners therefore approves the zoning map amendment.  This 
approval was affirmed by a vote of ___-___ of the Catawba County Board of Commissioners. 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Presiding Officer 
 
 
____________ 
Date 
 

http://www.catawbacountync.gov/


Ordinance No. 2013-______________ 
 

AMENDMENT TO THE CATAWBA COUNTY ZONING MAP 
 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, that the Catawba County Official Zoning 
Atlas is hereby amended by rezoning the following described property from Planned 
Development (PD) to Highway Commercial (HC). 
 

One parcel totaling 1.00 acre located at 4723 Mountain Creek Avenue in the 
Sherrills Ford Small Area Planning District, Mountain Creek Township, and 
further identified by Parcel Identification Number 3686-12-86-9124. 
 

PLAN CONSISTENCY STATEMENT:  
Pursuant to NCGS 153A-341, and upon consideration of the recommendations and guiding 
principles of the Sherrills Ford Small Area Plan, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
finds the rezoning request to be consistent with the Small Area Plan and reasonable for 
rezoning based upon: 

 

1) The request being consistent with the adopted small area plan; 

2) The request being in harmony with the adjacent commercial land uses; and 

3) The property is adjacent to and in close proximity to other HC Highway Commercial 
properties. 

 
 
This, the 16th day of December 2013. 

 
_______________________ 

          Katherine W. Barnes, Chair 
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                     M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Catawba County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Chris Timberlake, Planner 
 
DATE:  December 16, 2013 
 
IN RE:  Rezoning Request – Strata Solar LLC 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
REQUEST 
Consider an application to rezone approximately 31 acres from R-20 Residential to R-80-CD 
Conditional District, specifically for a solar farm. 
 
Purpose 
The current R-20 Residential district requires a minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet (1/2 
acre) and is considered a high density “general use” district. Predominant uses in this district 
include single-family homes and agriculture, both of which are allowed by right. The R-80 
Residential district requires a minimum lot size of 80,000 square feet (2 acres) and is considered 
a low density “general use.” Predominant uses in this district include single-family homes and 
agriculture in a more rural surrounding, both of which are allowed by right.  
 
In contrast to uses allowed by right, conditional district zoning is based on a specific proposed 
use, such as the requested solar farm. In conditional zoning, the proposed use would be bound 
by a set of regulations and negotiated conditions specific to the request, accompanied by a site 
plan. In this case, if the solar farm is approved, the base zoning district would be Residential 80 
– Conditional District (R-80-CD).  
 
 
REVIEW/BACKGROUND 
Location/Zoning 
The property for which the rezoning request is being considered is located at 2819 Sigmon 
Dairy Road in the Startown Small Area Planning District, Newton Township, and further 
identified by Parcel Identification Number 3638-14-34-4192. 
 

  The property, depicted as Parcel 1 on the attached map, is zoned R-20 Residential and is an 
undeveloped property currently used for agricultural purposes. Strata Solar is proposing to 
lease 31 acres located in the northwest portion of the 158 acre tract to install and operate a 5 
megawatt solar facility. The attached maps identify the proposed lease area. The surrounding 
parcels in each direction contain the zoning districts and uses described below. 
 

• North – Parcels 26, 27, and 34 are zoned R-20 (1/2 acre minimum lot size) Residential. 
Two contain residences and one parcel is vacant. 
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• South – Parcels 16, 24, and 25 are zoned R-20 (1/2 acre minimum lot size) Residential 

and contain single-family homes and agricultural uses. 
 

• East – The parcels located to the east of Parcel 1 are zoned R-20 (1/2 acre minimum lot 
size) Residential. The majority of these parcels contain single-family homes. Some of the 
parcels are vacant and used for agricultural purposes. Parcel 33 is the location of a 
Federal Aviation Administration radio station.  

 
• West – Parcels 12, 29, and 30 are zoned R-20 (1/2 acre minimum lot size) Residential 

and are undeveloped properties.  
 

Zoning History 
None to report. 

 
Land Use 
The property on which the solar farm is proposed and the adjacent properties are located 
within the Doublewide Manufactured Home-Overlay (DWMH-O) district, which provides 
opportunities for installation/placement of doublewide manufactured homes. It is also located 
in the Floodplain Management-Overlay (FPM-O) district. Betts Branch runs along the western 
property line. (See attached overlay map).  
 
According to the site plan submitted, the tract (comprising approximately 28 acres of solar 
panels) will be developed according to the recently adopted development standards found in 
Section 44-633 of the Unified Development Ordinance. The requirements are listed below: 

Sec. 44-633. Solar Farm (Utility-Scale Solar Application) 

(a)  All structures and security fencing must meet a 100-foot front setback measured 
from the edge of the rights-of-way and 50-foot side and rear setbacks. 

 
(b) A landscape buffer/screen along all exterior sides of the security fence must 

consist of: 

(1) On-site mature vegetation exists at a minimum height of 10 feet and 
depth of 75 feet between the security fence and adjacent property 
including rights-of-way; or 

(2) A single row of evergreens in combination with mature vegetation, 
installed at a height of 5 feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum 
height of 10 feet in 5 years; or 

(3) A double row of off-set evergreens absent mature vegetation, installed at 
a height of 5 feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of 10 feet 
in 5 years; or 
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(4) A berm combined with evergreen vegetation installed at a height of 5 
feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of 10 feet in 5 years. 

(c) Where visibility of the solar farm is increased due to topography, the landscape 
buffer/screen must be planted on-site in an area that lessens the view of the 
solar farm. Where visibility of the solar farm is decreased due to topography, the 
landscape buffer/screen may be reduced. Both shall be determined by the 
Planning Director. 

(d) All solar panels must be constructed to minimize glare or reflection onto 
adjacent properties and adjacent roadways and must not interfere with traffic or 
create a safety hazard. 

 
(e) The applicant must secure all necessary approvals and/or permits from NCDOT 

for the access points for project entrances prior to issuance of a Zoning 
Authorization Permit. 

(f) All construction parking must be located outside of the rights-of-way. 

(g) Erosion control measures must be installed at construction entrances in order to 
minimize off-site soil spillage. Existing grass must be maintained in perpetuity 
sufficient to prevent erosion. 

(h) The applicant must provide written authorization from the local utility company 
acknowledging and approving connection to the utility company’s grid. 

(i) A warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at the main gate to include 
the name of the solar farm operator and a local phone number for the solar farm 
operator in case of an emergency. 

(j) Power transmission lines must be located underground to the extent practical. 

(k) A security fence equipped with a gate and a locking mechanism must be installed 
at a minimum height of eight feet along all exterior sides of the solar farm.  

(l) Landscape buffer/screens, ground cover, security fences, gates, and warning 
signs must be maintained in good condition until the solar farm is dismantled 
and removed from the site. 

(m) The Zoning Authorization Permit is subject to revocation if the Planning 
Department is not notified when the solar farm company holding the permit sells 
or otherwise transfers its interest to another entity or individual.  

(n) Removal of solar farm equipment and site restoration: 

(1) The application must include decommissioning plans that describe the 
anticipated life of the solar farm, the estimated decommissioning costs in 
current dollars, the method for ensuring that funds will be available for 
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decommissioning and restoration, and the anticipated manner in which 
the solar farm project will be decommissioned and the site restored.   

(2) Following a continuous 6 month period in which no electricity is 
generated, the permit holder will have 6 months to complete 
decommissioning of the solar farm.  Decommissioning includes removal 
of solar panels, buildings, cabling, electrical components, and any other 
associated facilities below grade as described in the approved 
decommissioning plan.   

(3) Prior to the issuance of a Zoning Compliance Certificate, the applicant 
must provide the County with a performance guarantee as provided in 
Subsection (4) below. The amount of the guarantee shall be 1.25 times 
the estimated decommissioning cost minus the salvageable value, or 
$50,000.00, whichever is greater. Estimates for decommissioning the site 
and salvage value shall be determined by a North Carolina licensed 
engineer or a licensed contractor. It is the responsibility of the applicant 
to provide the County with the certified cost estimate. 

(4) The following types of performance guarantees are permitted:  

a. A surety or performance bond that renews automatically, includes 
a minimum 60-day notice to the County prior to cancellation, is 
approved by the Planning Director, and is from a company on the 
U.S. Department of Treasury’s Listing of Certified Companies.  A 
bond certificate must be submitted to the Planning Department 
each year verifying the bond has been properly renewed; or  

 
b. A certified check deposited with the county finance director, as 

escrow agent, who will deposit the check in an interest-bearing 
account of the County, with all interest accruing to the applicant.  
Funds deposited with the county finance director will be returned 
when the solar farm is decommissioned and any necessary site 
restoration is completed; or 

 
c. A no-contest irrevocable bank letter of credit from a banking 

corporation licensed to do business in the State of North Carolina. 
The terms of the letter must include the absolute right of the 
County finance director to withdraw funds from the bank upon 
certification by the County manager that the terms and conditions 
of the performance guarantee have been breached. The letter of 
credit must be valid up to 12 months from the date the 
performance guarantee was approved. 
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(5) The full amount of the bond, certified check, or letter of credit must 
remain in full force and effect until the solar farm is decommissioned and 
any necessary site restoration is completed.  
 

(6) The land owner or tenant must notify the County when the site is 
abandoned. 

 
Utilities 

  The proposed use does not require wastewater or potable water services. The proposed solar 
facility will connect to the utility grid in the northeast portion of the property. 

 
Transportation 
Sigmon Dairy Road is designated as a local residential road in the Catawba County 
Thoroughfare Plan. Local residential roads are generally designed and constructed to carry 
8,000 to 10,000 vehicles per day depending on lane widths. Traffic counts taken in 2011 along 
Sigmon Dairy Road to the east of the site measured 670 average trips per day. Development of 
the property will not overburden the existing roadway or cause significant congestion issues 
during normal operations or construction. 
 
Land Use Plan 

  The Startown Small Area Plan, adopted on October 17, 2005, serves as the current land use 
plan for this area.  Map 5, titled “Future Land Use Recommendations," depicts the property as 
being located in an area recommended for high density (1/2 acre minimum lot size) residential 
development. The density associated with the request for a solar farm at this location is 
inconsistent with the density recommendations of the plan; however this particular community 
is comprised predominantly of large acreage tracts accommodating agricultural and residential 
development, and the proposed use would be compatible with the existing development 
pattern in the area. Prior to recent amendments to the UDO, solar farms were classified as 
public service facilities allowed in all residential districts subject to a special use permit.  

 
 

Public Hearing Discussion 
The Planning Board held a public hearing on November 25, 2013. Three adjacent property 
owners addressed the board with questions about the proposal, including:  

• Will there be security of the site and adjacent properties during construction?  

• What will happen to the access road once construction is complete? 

• Where will parking be during the development phase and will there be traffic issues?  

• What are the benefits of the solar farm to the County? 

• Will there be a buffer established between the existing residences and the solar farm? 
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Lance Williams, of Strata Solar, addressed the Planning Board to respond to each of the issues 
as follows: 

• On-site security would be available 24-7 during the construction phase, and the 
Sherriff’s Department would be notified of the construction. 

• Once construction is completed, the temporary construction mats would be removed 
and the underlying areas as well as the access road will be reseeded allowing them to 
return to their natural appearance. 

• All construction traffic would be contained on-site completely outside of the public 
right-of-way during the approximate 120 day construction cycle. Construction traffic 
would not create a traffic hazard. 

• The solar farm would generate approximately $30,000.00 in tax revenue. 

• There would be a double row of evergreens around the north and east side of the solar 
farm. The plants would be at least five feet tall at the time of planting. 

One Planning Board member commented that there would be some visibility of the solar arrays 
from Startown Road and Kings Grant subdivision, which is west of the site. Another comment 
was made by a Planning Board member concerning the need for preservation of farmland and 
preference for locating solar farms exclusively in the existing industrial districts. 
 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Board voted 6 – 1 to recommend denial of the request to rezone the 31 acres to 
be leased by Strata Solar from R-20 Residential to R-80-CD Conditional District to the Catawba 
County Board of Commissioners based upon: 
 

1) The opinion that the solar farm would not be totally screened and invisible from all 
sides, and 

2) The opinion that solar farms should only be allowed in industrial districts, not on 
farmland. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the 31 acres to be leased by Strata Solar be rezoned from R-20 Residential to 
R-80-CD Conditional District subject to the conditions listed and illustrated on the site plan 
dated 11/12/2013 based upon: 
 

1) The relatively low density pattern of the surrounding neighborhood; consistent with 
density required in the R-80 district (80,000 square feet, 2 acres), combined with 
conditional zoning designating a solar farm as the exclusive use; 

2) The proposed development meeting the standards of Section 44-633 of the Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO) as identified on the site plan; 

3) The topography of the site, existing vegetation, and additional vegetation to be planted 
combine to offer natural buffering and minimal visibility of the site; and 
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4) The UDO allows for the consideration of solar farms as a permitted use in the R-80-CD 
Conditional District. 
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BTN

APL

CONDITIONAL

DISTRICT

REZONING PLAN

1" = 100'

2.1

PROPOSED SOLAR ARRAY

PV MODULES ON GROUND

MOUNTED RACKING SYSTEM

24' TEMPORARY

ACCESS GATE

PERMANENT 24'

ACCESS GATE

PROPOSED INVERTER

AREA (TYP)

PROPOSED SECURITY FENCE

8' CHAIN-LINK WITH 3 STRANDS

BARBED WIRE (TYP)

TEMPORARY SECURITY

FENCE AROUND LAYDOWN

YARD AND STAGING AREA

PROPOSED POINT OF

INTERCONNECTION

PROPOSED UNDERGROUND

MEDIUM VOLTAGE LINE (TYP)

PROPOSED TEMPORARY LAYDOWN YARD

& CONSTRUCTION STAGING AREA. USE

TEMPORARY LOGGING MATS (HATCHING)

IN CONSTRUCTION STAGING AREA DURING

SITE CONSTRUCTION.

PROPOSED 24' WIDE TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION

ENTRANCE AND PERMANENT SITE ACCESS W/ 25'

RADII. DURING CONSTRUCTION, ENTRANCE WILL BE

GRAVEL PER CATAWBA COUNTY REQUIREMENTS.

FOLLOWING CONSTRUCTION, ENTRANCE WILL BE

CONSTRUCTED PER APPROVED NCDOT DRIVEWAY

PERMIT.

PROPOSED

UTILITY POLE

(TYP)

PROPOSED INVERTER

AREA (TYP)

PROPOSED

UNDERGROUND

MEDIUM

VOLTAGE LINE

(TYP)

PERMANENT 24' ACCESS GATE

FOR PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS

PERMANENT 24' ACCESS GATE

FOR PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS

REMOVE EXISTING

BARBED WIRE FENCE

AS NECESSARY

PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING &

GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

NOTES
1. EXISTING PROPERTY INFORMATION

PIN OWNER DB/PG ZONING ACREAGE LAND USE

363814344192 BETTY J. SIGMON 1286/432 R-20 158.10 AC VACANT

SITE ADDRESS:  2819 SIGMON DAIRY RD, NEWTON, CATAWBA COUNTY, NC

RIVER BASIN:  CATAWBA - CLASS "C" WATERS

          PROPOSED ZONING: R-80- CD

MINIMUM SETBACK REQUIREMENTS:

ZONING R-20    R-80-CD

FRONT  30'    100'

SIDE  15'     50'

REAR  30'     50'

PROPOSED LEASE AREA:  31.00 ACRES

2. THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN IS FOR A CONDITIONAL DISTRICT REZONING PLAN FOR REVIEW

AND APPROVAL BY THE CATAWBA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO CONSTRUCT A

SOLAR ELECTRIC POWER PLANT. ALL INFORMATION SHOWN IS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES

ONLY.

3. TOPOGRAPHIC DATA & EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS SHOWN ON THIS PLAN IS PER AN ACTUAL

FIELD SURVEY PERFORMED BY GRAY SURVEYING CO., INC.

4. WATERS OF THE US SHOWN PER REPORT BY ECS CAROLINAS, LLP.

6. THE PROPERTY SHOWN HEREON DOES CONTAIN SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS (SFHAS)

SUBJECT TO INUNDATION BY THE 1% ANNUAL CHANCE FLOOD (I.E. 100-YR. EVENT) PER FEMA

FIRM MAP PANEL NO. 3710363800J EFFECTIVE DATE SEPTEMBER 7, 2007.

7. ALL RIGHT-OF-WAYS ARE PUBLIC, UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

7. UTILITY LINES AND SERVICES SHOWN HEREON ARE APPROXIMATE PER AERIAL

PHOTOGRAPHY OR AS REPORTED BY VARIOUS RESPONSIBLE PARTIES. LOCATION OF

UNDERGROUND UTILITIES ARE APPROXIMATE AND MUST BE FIELD VERIFIED. CALL NC ONE

CALL CENTER BEFORE DIGGING AT 811.

8. COPIES OF ALL PERMITS AND APPROVED PLANS MUST BE KEPT ON-SITE IN A PERMIT BOX

THAT IS CONSPICUOUSLY LOCATED AND EASILY ACCESSIBLE DURING CONSTRUCTION.

9. A SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL PLAN WILL BE APPROVED BY CATAWBA COUNTY PRIOR

TO BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION.

10. A DRIVEWAY PERMIT WILL BE APPROVED BY NCDOT PRIOR TO BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION.

11. PROJECT AREA WITHIN PROPOSED PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY FENCE AND

CONSTRUCTION STAGING AREAS WILL BE CLEARED AND GRUBBED AS NECESSARY,

RETAINING PRE-DEVELOPMENT DRAINAGE PATTERNS (I.E. NO MASS GRADING). REMAINING

PROJECT AREAS (OUTSIDE FENCE AND STAGING AREAS) WILL CONSIST OF TREE CLEARING

ONLY (NO GRUBBING) TO ALLEVIATE SHADING OF THE ARRAY. MINOR GRADING (APPROX. 545

SF) WILL OCCUR AROUND INVERTER AREAS TO DIVERT SURFACE DRAINAGE. CONSTRUCTION

STAGING AND AREAS SUBJECT TO RUTTING DURING CONSTRUCTION WILL BE TEMPORARILY

STABILIZED WITH LOGGING MATS, WHICH WILL BE REMOVED FOLLOWING CONSTRUCTION.

THE ONLY PERMANENT IMPERVIOUS SURFACES WILL BE TWO CONCRETE SLABS, TOTALING

LESS THAN 100 SF AT EACH INVERTER.

12. PROPOSED TEMPORARY LAYDOWN YARD/CONSTRUCTION STAGING AREA TO BE USED

DURING SITE CONSTRUCTION. A PORTION OF THIS AREA (HATCHED) WILL  BE COVERED WITH

LOGGING MATS TO ALLOW DELIVERY OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS. PRIOR TO

CONSTRUCTION, THIS AREA IS COMPACTED BY A SMOOTH DRUM ROLLER TO

REDUCE/PREVENT RUTTING. FOLLOWING CONSTRUCTION, THE LOGGING MATS ARE REMOVED

AND THE ENTIRE AREA IS RESTORED TO PRE-CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS.

13. ACCESS AISLES SHOWN ON THIS PLAN INDICATE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE ACCESS

POINTS FOR INGRESS/EGRESS. PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION, THESE AISLES ARE COMPACTED

BY A SMOOTH DRUM ROLLER TO REDUCE/PREVENT RUTTING. LOGGING MATS MAY BE PLACED

IN HIGH TRAFFIC OR POORLY DRAINING AREAS DURING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES TO

IMPROVE ACCESS. NO PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS OR IMPERVIOUS SURFACES (I.E. GRAVEL

OR ASPHALT) WILL BE INSTALLED IN ACCESS AISLES FOR CONSTRUCTION OR MAINTENANCE

ACTIVITIES.

14. PROPOSED 24' ACCESS GATE (TWO 12' SECTIONS) IS 8' TALL CHAIN LINK WITH 3 STRANDS OF

BARBED WIRE. GATE WILL BE LOCKED WITH STANDARD KEYED OR COMBINATION LOCK.

EMERGENCY PERSONNEL (AS DESIGNATED BY CATAWBA COUNTY) WILL BE PROVIDED A KEY

OR COMBINATION FOR ACCESS.

15. NO LIGHTING IS PROPOSED FOR THIS SITE.

16. ALUMINUM SIGNS ("DANGER - HIGH VOLTAGE" AND "DANGER - NO TRESPASSING" ) MEASURING

14" X 10" IN SIZE, WILL BE PLACED ON PERMANENT SECURITY FENCING, ALTERNATING EVERY

100' AROUND THE ARRAY.

17. SYSTEMS, EQUIPMENT AND STRUCTURES WILL NOT EXCEED TWENTY-FIVE (25) FEET IN

HEIGHT WHEN GROUND MOUNTED.  EXCLUDED FROM THIS HEIGHT REQUIREMENT, HOWEVER,

ARE ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES AND UTILITY POLES.

18. NOISE LEVELS MEASURED AT THE PROPERTY LINE WILL NOT EXCEED FIFTY (50) DECIBELS

WHEN LOCATED ADJACENT TO AN EXISTING RESIDENCE OR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT.

PROPOSED LEASE

LINE (TYP)

PROPOSED INVERTER

AREA (TYP)

PROPOSED

OVERHEAD MEDIUM

VOLTAGE LINE (TYP)

PROPOSED TREE

LINE

EX. POWER POLE (TYP)

PROPOSED  PERMANENT

16' SOIL ACCESS DRIVE

PROPOSED LEASE

LINE (TYP)

R-80-CD CONDITIONAL DISTRICT CONDITIONS
1. All structures and security fencing will meet a 100-foot front setback measured from the edge of  the

rights-of-way and 50-foot side and rear setbacks.

2. A landscape buffer/screen along all exterior sides of the security fence will consist of:

a. On-site mature vegetation exists at a minimum height of  10 feet and depth of  75 feet between the
security fence and adjacent property including rights-of-way; or

b. A single row of  evergreens in combination with mature vegetation, installed at a height of  5 feet
achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of 10 feet in 5 years; or

c. A double row of  off-set evergreens absent mature vegetation, installed at a height of  5 feet
achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of 10 feet in 5 years; or

d. A berm combined with evergreen vegetation installed at a height of  5 feet achieving opaqueness
and a minimum height of 10 feet in 5 years.

3. Where visibility of  the solar farm is increased due to topography, the landscape buffer/screen will be
planted on-site in an area that lessens the view of  the solar farm. Where visibility of  the solar farm is
decreased due to topography, the landscape buffer/screen may be reduced. Both shall be determined
by the Planning Director.

4. All solar panels will be constructed to minimize glare or reflection onto adjacent properties and
adjacent roadways and will not interfere with traffic or create a safety hazard.

5. The applicant will secure all necessary approvals and/or permits from NCDOT for the access points
for project entrances prior to issuance of a Zoning Authorization Permit.

6. All construction parking will be located outside of the rights-of-way.

7. Erosion control measures will be installed at construction entrances in order to minimize off-site soil
damage. Existing grass will be maintained in perpetuity sufficient to prevent erosion.

8. The applicant will provide written authorization from the local utility company acknowledging and
approving connection to the utility company's grid.

9. A warning sign concerning voltage will be placed at the main gate to include the name of  the solar
farm operator and a local phone number for the solar farm operator in case of an emergency.

10. Power transmission lines will be located underground to the extent practical.

11. A security fence equipped with a gate and a locking mechanism will be installed at a minimum
height of eight feet along all exterior sides of the solar farm. 

12. Landscape buffer/screens, ground cover, security fences, gates, and warning signs will be maintained
in good condition until the solar farm is dismantled and removed from the site.

13. The Zoning Authorization Permit is subject to revocation if  the Planning Department is not notified
when the solar farm company holding the permit sells or otherwise transfers its interest to another
entity or individual.

14. Removal of solar farm equipment and site restoration:

a. The application will include decommissioning plans that describe the anticipated life of  the solar
farm, the estimated decommissioning costs in current dollars, the method for ensuring that funds
will be available for decommissioning and restoration, and the anticipated manner in which the
solar farm project will be decommissioned and the site restored.

b. Following a continuous 6 month period in which no electricity is generated, the permit holder will
have 6 months to complete decommissioning of  the solar farm.  Decommissioning includes
removal of  solar panels, buildings, cabling, electrical components, and any other associated
facilities below grade as described in the approved decommissioning plan.

c. Prior to the issuance of  a Zoning Compliance Certificate, the applicant will provide the County
with a performance guarantee as provided in Subsection d. below. The amount of  the guarantee
shall be 1.25 times the estimated decommissioning cost minus the salvageable value, or
$50,000.00, whichever is greater. Estimates for decommissioning the site and salvage value shall
be determined by a North Carolina licensed engineer or a licensed contractor. It is the
responsibility of the applicant to provide the County with the certified cost estimate.

d. The following types of performance guarantees are permitted:

i. A surety or performance bond that renews automatically, includes a minimum 60-day notice to
the County prior to cancellation, is approved by the Planning Director, and is from a company on
the U.S. Department of  Treasury's Listing of  Certified Companies.  A bond certificate will be
submitted to the Planning Department each year verifying the bond has been properly renewed.

ii. A certified check deposited with the county finance director, as escrow agent, who will deposit
the check in an interest-bearing account of  the County, with all interest accruing to the applicant.
Funds deposited with the county finance director will be returned when the solar farm is
decommissioned and any necessary site restoration is completed.

iii. A no-contest irrevocable bank letter of  credit from a banking corporation licensed to do business
in the State of  North Carolina. The terms of  the letter will include the absolute right of  the County
finance director to withdraw funds from the bank upon certification by the County manager that
the terms and conditions of  the performance guarantee have been breached. The letter of  credit
will be valid up to 12 months from the date the performance guarantee was approved.

e. The full amount of  the bond, certified check, or letter of  credit will remain in full force and effect
until the solar farm is decommissioned and any necessary site restoration is completed.

f. The land owner or tenant will notify the County when the site is abandoned.

PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING

AND GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING &

GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING

AND GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING

AND GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING

AND GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

PROPOSED 18'

SOIL DRIVE

ACCESS (TYP)

PROPOSED

TREE LINE

PROPOSED

TREE LINE
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PROPOSED AREA

OF CLEARING

AND GRUBBING

(HATCHED AREA)

15' LANDSCAPE BUFFER

(TYP) (SEE DETAIL)

15' LANDSCAPE BUFFER

(TYP) (SEE DETAIL)

PROPOSED ACCESS &

UTILITY EASMENT (0.572 AC)
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TYPICAL RACK FRONT ELEVATION

NOT TO SCALE

± 63'-0"

NOTES
1. PLANTING AREA WILL BE APPROXIMATELY 15' WIDE

2. PLANT LIST - LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUBS

COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME HEIGHT

COMPACT BURFORD HOLLY ILEX CORNUTA 'BURFORDI'     6'

ANISE ILLICIUM PARVIFOLIUM     6'

5
'

APPROX

7.5' O.C.

5
'

APPROX

15' O.C.

LARGE EVERGREEN SCREENING

SHRUB MIN 5' TALL AT TIME OF

PLANTING AND SHALL REACH A

MINIMUM HEIGHT OF 10' WITHIN 5

YEARS.

BUFFER YARD SCREENING DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE
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8' CHAIN-LINK WITH 3 STRANDS

BARBED WIRE (TYP)
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EXISTING PROPERTY LINE

SURVEYED AS NOTED (TYP.)

TEMPORARY

CONSTRUCTION PARKING

AREA

PROPOSED "DANGER - HIGH VOLTAGE" WARNING SIGN

INCLUDING SOLAR FIRM OPERATOR AND EMERGENCY

PHONE NUMBER SHALL BE PLACED AT MAIN GATE.

7

1

'

EXISTING PROPERTY LINE - NOT SURVEYED

(DASHED).  SHOWN PER CATAWBA COUNTY

GIS.
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1
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'

PROPOSED SECURITY FENCE

8' CHAIN-LINK WITH 3 STRANDS

BARBED WIRE (TYP)

EXISTING PROPERTY LINE -

NOT SURVEYED (DASHED).

SHOWN PER CATAWBA

COUNTY GIS.
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VICINITY MAP

NOT TO SCALE

PROPOSED PAD MOUNTED SWITCH

GEAR BY STRATA SOLAR FOR

INTERCONNECTION PACKAGE

PROPOSED

UNDERGROUND MEDIUM

VOLTAGE LINE (TYP)

15' LANDSCAPE BUFFER

(TYP) (SEE DETAIL)
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Subject and Adjacent Properties - North 

840 feet setback 

from road to fence 

28 feet of fall from 

the road elevation to 

fence elevation 



Subject and Adjacent Properties - East 



Subject and Adjacent Properties - West 



Subject and Adjacent Properties - South 









Subject and Adjacent Properties

# PIN Acres Owner Owner2 Address City State Zip Bldg # Street Name

1 363814344192 158.1 BETTY JOYCE SIGMON MICHAEL M SIGMON 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2819 SIGMON DAIRY RD

2 363810365188 2.0 MARK A CUNNINGHAM LISA L CUNNINGHAM 2675 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2675 SIGMON DAIRY RD

3 363810451902 1.1 CLARENCE E HOOD JR GAYE N HOOD PO BOX 561 NEWTON NC 28658-0561 2712 SIGMON DAIRY RD

4 363810451779 0.7 BILLY JOE TONEY 2726 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2726 SIGMON DAIRY RD

5 363810358753 3.7 BETTY JOYCE SIGMON MICHAEL M SIGMON 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD

6 363810452650 1.8 CHRISTOPHER L FRYE CHRISTOPHER L FRYE SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST 110 OAKWOOD DR STE 300 WINSTON SALEM NC 27103-1958 2740 SIGMON DAIRY RD

7 363810453335 0.7 JOHN LEE SIGMON 2912 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2750 SIGMON DAIRY RD

8 363810453274 0.7 JOHN LEE SIGMON 2912 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2760 SIGMON DAIRY RD

9 363810451035 0.9 JEREMY ALLEN SIGMON KENNETH LANCE SIGMON 1479 VICTORIAN HILLS CIR CONOVER NC 28613-7773 2787 SIGMON DAIRY RD

10 363814441971 0.9 JEREMY ALLEN SIGMON KENNETH LANCE SIGMON 1479 VICTORIAN HILLS CIR CONOVER NC 28613-7773 2801 SIGMON DAIRY RD

11 363814447068 2.0 JOAN D RIEWALDT SCHUERMEYER 2888 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2888 SIGMON DAIRY RD

12 363813232415 31.6 CAROLYN JEAN BAKER BEAMON 2893 BROOKRIDGE DR VALDESE NC 28690-9687

13 363814432882 2.0 JEREMY A SIGMON 2907 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2907 SIGMON DAIRY RD

14 363814438916 0.7 JEFFERY ALBERT SIGMON SIGMON JOHN LEE 2912 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 SIGMON DAIRY RD

15 363814438702 0.9 EDWARD LEWIS ROWE JR 2932 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2932 SIGMON DAIRY RD

16 363819514781 117.4 MARGARET FRANCES BOWMAN SIGMON 3108 ROME JONES RD NEWTON NC 28658-9128 3108 ROME JONES RD

17 363814439536 2.0 EDWARD LEWIS ROWE JR 2932 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2950 SIGMON DAIRY RD

18 363814435666 0.8 BETTY JOYCE SIGMON MICHAEL M SIGMON 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2919 SIGMON DAIRY RD

19 363814435440 2.6 JEFFERY A SIGMON 2955 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2931 SIGMON DAIRY RD

20 363814437352 1.7 JEFFERY ALBERT SIGMON 2955 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2955 SIGMON DAIRY RD

21 363814435170 1.7 JEFFERY A SIGMON 2949 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2949 SIGMON DAIRY RD

22 363814427988 1.5 JOHN LEE SIGMON 2912 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2975 SIGMON DAIRY RD

23 363815520814 1.5 BETTY JOYCE SIGMON MICHAEL M SIGMON 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2993 SIGMON DAIRY RD

24 363815522641 1.3 BETTY JOYCE SIGMON MICHAEL M SIGMON 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 3132 SIGMON DAIRY RD

25 363819524324 6.4 MICHAEL KENNETH SIGMON 2919 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656

26 363809260000 17.3 BETTY JOYCE SIGMON MICHAEL M SIGMON 2715 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607

27 363810265373 10.1 JOSEPH BRENT MITCHELL 2635 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8607 2635 SIGMON DAIRY RD

28 363810459356 16.4 CLARENCE E  HOOD JR GAYE N HOOD PO BOX 561 NEWTON NC 28658-0561 SIGMON DAIRY RD

29 363813147369 22.0 LAWYERS MUTUAL LIABILITY INSURANCE COMPANY OF NC INC & OLD REPUBLIC TITLE INSURANCE CO INC 400 POST AVE STE 310 WESTBURY NY 11590-2226 KINGS GRANT DR

30 363818225434 25.8 JOYCE LOUISE BOLICK PATSY RUTH RICHARDS 100 SKYLINE RD EXT HICKORY NC 28601-7819

31 363815540924 11.9 RAYMOND G KELLY III LINDA J ROBINSON 4360 N APOPKA VINELAND RD ORLANDO FL 32818-8517 SIGMON DAIRY RD

32 363815540445 10.5 KEVIN L PITTMAN PATRICIA L PITTMAN 2850 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-8656 2850 SIGMON DAIRY RD

33 363814447732 2.5 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ATTN:LASHONIA MARQUEZ PO BOX 20636 ATLANTA GA 30320-0636 2836 SIGMON DAIRY RD

34 363810361696 5.1 CHRISTOPHER E BEISLER VIRGINIA M BEISLER 2625 SIGMON DAIRY RD NEWTON NC 28658-7609 2625 SIGMON DAIRY RD



 

Planning, Parks & Development 
PO Box 389 

100 A Southwest Boulevard 
Newton, NC  28658 

828-465-8380 
Fax:  828-465-8484 
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ZONING MAP AMENDMENT CONSISTENCY STATEMENT 
 
 
 
On December 16, 2013 the Catawba County Board of Commissioners conducted a public hearing for 
the purpose of considering a zoning map amendment to PIN 3638-14-34-4192 (Case #RZ2013-06). 
 
Upon considering the matter, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners finds the item to be 
inconsistent with the Startown Small Area Plan, but reasonable for rezoning based upon: 
 

1) The relatively low density pattern of the surrounding neighborhood; consistent with density 
required in the R-80 district (80,000 square feet, 2 acres), combined with conditional zoning 
designating a solar farm as the exclusive use; 

2) The proposed development meeting the standards of Section 44-633 of the Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO) for a solar farm development as identified on the site plan; 

3) The topography of the site, existing vegetation, and additional vegetation to be planted 
combine to offer natural buffering and minimal visibility of the site; and 

4) The UDO allows for the consideration of solar farms as a permitted use in the R-80-CD 
Conditional District. 

 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners therefore approves the zoning map amendment.  This 
approval was affirmed by a vote of ___-___ of the Catawba County Board of Commissioners. 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Presiding Officer 
 
 
____________ 
Date 
 

http://www.catawbacountync.gov/


Ordinance No. 2013-______________ 
 

AMENDMENT TO THE CATAWBA COUNTY ZONING MAP 
 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, that the Catawba County Official Zoning 
Atlas is hereby amended by rezoning the following described property from R-20 Residential to 
R-80-CD Conditional District. 
 

Thirty-one (31) acres identified on the Sigmon-Strata Solar Farm site plan drawn 
by Brent T. Niemann P.E., dated November 12, 2013. The portion of property is 
located at 2819 Sigmon Dairy Road in the Startown Small Area Planning District, 
Newton Township, and further identified by Parcel Identification Number 3638-
14-34-4192. 
 

PLAN CONSISTENCY STATEMENT:  
Pursuant to NCGS 153A-341, and upon consideration of the recommendations and guiding 
principles of the Startown Small Area Plan, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners finds 
the rezoning request to be inconsistent with the Future Land Use Map of the Small Area Plan 
but, reasonable for rezoning based upon: 
 

1) The relatively low density pattern of the surrounding neighborhood; consistent with 
density required in the R-80 district (80,000 square feet, 2 acres), combined with 
conditional zoning designating a solar farm as the exclusive use; 

2) The proposed development meeting the standards of Section 44-633 of the Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO) as identified on the site plan; 

3) The topography of the site, existing vegetation, and additional vegetation to be planted 
combine to offer natural buffering and minimal visibility of the site; and 

4) The UDO allows for the consideration of solar farms as a permitted use in the R-80-CD 
Conditional District. 

 
 
This, the 16th day of December 2013. 

 
_______________________ 

          Katherine W. Barnes, Chair 
 

 



APPOINTMENTS 
 
BARBARA BEATTY (Upcoming) Town of Catawba Planning Board 
11/30/13  Kathy Ervin     Eligible for a 5th term 
12/30/13  Jacob Ray Abernathy     Eligible for a 2nd term 
3-year terms 
 
Commissioner Beatty recommends the reappointment of Kathy Ervin for a fifth term and 
Jacob Ray Abernathy for a second term on the Town of Catawba Planning Board.  Ms. Ervin’s 
term will expire November 30, 2016 and Mr. Abernathy’s term will expire December 30, 2016. 
 
BARBARA BEATTY (Upcoming) VFD TRUSTEES, FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUND 
12/31/13  Bruce Godfrey (St. Stephens)   Eligible for a 2nd term 
   Norris Huss (Cookesville)   Eligible for a 5th term 
   Mickey Laney (Bandys)   Eligible for a 3rd term 
   Jerry Loy Sigmon (Oxford)   Eligible for a 9th term 
   Chuck Ward (Mt. View)   Eligible for a 5th term 
   Mike Weaver (Propst)   Eligible for a 4th term 
   Eddie White (Sherrills Ford)   Eligible for a 9th term 
2-year terms  
 
Commissioner Beatty recommends the reappointment of Bruce Godfrey for a second term, 
Mickey Laney for a third term, Mike Weaver for a fourth term, Norris Huss and Chuck Ward 
for fifth terms and Jerry Loy Sigmon and Eddie White for ninth terms on the Volunteer Fire 
Department Trustees Fireman’s Relief Fund.  These terms will expire December 31, 2015. 
 
Chair Barnes recommends the following appointments and reappointments to the Catawba 
County Youth Council: 
 
Appointments:  
Sayra Lopez – Hickory Career Art Magnet 
Mary Kathleen Johnson – Home Schooled 
Justin Setzer – Bunker Hill High School 
Jessica Sigmon – Bunker Hill High School 
Carmen Silva – Newton-Conover High School 
Abigail Cox – Newton-Conover High School 
Daniel Drum – Newton-Conover High School 
Melissa Hirsch – Hickory High School 
Cole Lackey – Hickory High School 
Thomas McBrayer – Hickory High School 
Samuel Evans – Hickory High School 
Lilia Pina – Challenger High School 
Matthew Fleming – Fred T. Foard High School 
Madison Alicardi – Fred T. Foard 



Laney Rowe – St. Stephens High School – Girl Scout Representative 
 
Reappointments: 
Andrew Beard – Bandys High School 
Darby Monsam – Bandys High School 
Leigha Williamson – Bandys High School – 4-H Representative 
Sophia Sharp – Maiden High School 
John Battiston – Private School 
Jordan Katlyn Howard – Private School 
Kasey Boger – Fred T. Foard High School 
Luigi Lopez – Frred T. Foard High School 
Thomas Hill – Challenger High School 
Stephen Bechtel – Discovery High School 
Sarahi Robles – Newton-Conover High School 
Taylor Thompson – Newton-Conover High School 
Chipper Drum – Newton-Conover High School 
Candace Silva – Newton-Conover High School 
 


	12-16-13 Agenda
	AGENDA
	Monday, December 16, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
	Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 Courthouse
	30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC
	PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-465-8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Access to the 1924 Courthouse for individuals with disabilities is at the south side (“A” Street)....
	INFOTALK/INTERNET: The Catawba County Telephone Information System will allow you to use your touch tone telephone to obtain current information on Catawba County 24 hours a day. Information is updated on a regular basis. Dial 465-8468 and INFOTALK wi...



	12-02-13 Minutes
	Unifour Rural Planning Organization
	Memorandum of Understanding
	10/9/2001
	Amended 2/25/2004

	A.  Establishment of goals, priorities, and objectives for the transportation planning process.
	B.  Endorsement and review of changes to adopted transportation plans within the RPO.
	A. One County Commissioner representing Alexander County and one municipal elected official from Taylorsville.
	B. One County Commissioner representing Burke County.
	C. One County Commissioner representing Caldwell County.
	D. One County Commissioner representing Catawba County.
	E. One County Commissioner representing Iredell County.
	F. One member from the North Carolina Board of Transportation representing Divisions 11, 12, 13, or at-large.
	3. Each voting representative on the TAC shall have one vote.
	4. The elected official representing each county and municipality on the TAC shall be selected every two years by their respective boards. While individual representation may change at the discretion of the elected boards, each county and municipality...
	5. An alternate for each TAC member shall be designated provided they meet the same qualifications as the appointee.
	6. An RPO TAC membership roster will be compiled and updated at least annually, listing each attendee and alternate, if applicable, for each member county or municipality. Any member who fails to attend, or makes arrangements for an alternate to atten...
	1. The RTCC shall be responsible for development, review, and recommendation for approval of the planning work program (PWP) for the RPO, the State Transportation Improvement Program, and revisions to the State Transportation Improvement Program.
	2. Membership of the Rural Technical Coordinating Committee (RTCC) shall include technical representatives from all local and state governmental agencies directly related to and concerned with the transportation planning process for the RPO planning a...
	A. County Manager (or his designee) from Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba and Iredell Counties.
	B. The Chief Administrative Official (or his designee) from the municipality of Taylorsville.
	C. Planning Director from Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba and Iredell Counties.
	D. Planning Director, Planner, Planning Board member or citizen from the municipality Taylorsville.
	E. Division Engineer serving or his/her designated representative.
	F. Division Engineer serving or his/her designated representative.
	G. Division Engineer serving or his/her designated representative.
	H. Manager, Transportation Planning Branch or his/her designated representative.
	I. Area Traffic Engineer, Division of Highways, Traffic Engineering Branch, North Carolina Department of Transportation.
	J. Executive Director, Western Piedmont Council of Governments.
	K. Transportation Planner, Western Piedmont Council of Governments.
	L. Representative from the Chamber of Commerce from Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba and Iredell Counties.



	131202
	GENERAL ACCOUNT AND CLOSED SESSION MINUTES

	Jayme Freitas RZ Memo BOC
	DATE:  December 16, 2013
	IN RE:  Rezoning Request – Jayme Freitas
	Location/Zoning


	Cloudes_Mill_a - Freitas
	Subject and Adjacent Properties - Freitas
	Rezoning Application - Freitas
	Supporting Documentation Freitas
	Subject and Adjacent Property Owners List (2) - Freitas
	Consistency Statement - Freitas
	BOC Ordinance (2) - Freitas
	Strata Solar_Sigmon RZ Memo BOC
	DATE:  December 16, 2013
	IN RE:  Rezoning Request – Strata Solar LLC
	Location/Zoning
	Sec. 44-633. Solar Farm (Utility-Scale Solar Application)


	Strata_Sigmon_a
	Strata Solar Site Plan
	Subject and Adjacent Photos - Strata
	Application - Strata
	Associated Documentation - Strata
	Subject and Adjacent Property Owners-Strata
	Consistency Statement
	BOC Ordinance
	APPOINTMENTS

