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Regular Session, November 2, 2015, 9:30 a.m. 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

 
Appointments 
Parks Advisory Committee         651 11/02/15 
Jury Commission          651 11/02/15 
Alcohol Beverage Control Board         651 11/02/15 
Partners Behavioral Health Management Board       651 11/02/15 
Catawba Valley Medical Center Board of Trustees 
 
Board of Commissioners 
Contract for County Manager Search        652 11/02/15 
 
Mini-Course 
Recognition of Graduates         651 11/02/15 
 
Partners Behavioral Health Management 
Update            651 11/02/15 
 
Proclamations 
Farm-City Week Proclamation         651 11/02/15 
Home and Hospice Care Month Proclamation       651 11/02/15 
 
Public Comments 
Lee Brinson – Climate Change         650 11/02/15 
 
Public Health 
Sale of Home Health          651 11/02/15 
 
Public Hearing 
Sale of Home Health          651 11/02/15 
 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, November 2, 2015, at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room of the 1924 Courthouse, 30 North College Avenue, Newton, North Carolina. 
 
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty and Commissioners Katherine W. Barnes, 
Sherry E. Butler and Dan A. Hunsucker.  
 
Also present were County Manager J. Thomas Lundy, Assistant County Managers Dewey Harris and Mary Furtado, 
County Attorney Debra Bechtel, Assistant County Attorney Jodi Stewart and County Clerk Barbara Morris. 
 
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., noted a quorum was present.  
 
2. Commissioner Katherine W. Barnes led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Commissioner Sherry E. Butler offered the invocation. 
 
4. Commissioner Barnes made a motion to approve the minutes from the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed 

Session of October 19, 2015.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
5.   Recognition of Special Guests: Chair Isenhower welcomed everyone present and thanked them for their 

interest in the business of the County.  
 
6.   Public Comments for Items Not on the Agenda: Lee Brinson of Hickory came forward and spoke of his 

concerns regarding climate change. 
 
7. Presentations: 
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a. Commissioner Dan Hunsucker came forward and presented Cooperative Extension Director George Place 
and Immigrant Agricultural Program Coordinator Der Xiong with a proclamation declaring the week of November 
18-24 as Farm-City Week to foster cooperation and an exchange of information between two essential 
segments of our society: farmers and city dwellers. The proclamation urged citizens to participate in activities 
and events that have been designed to introduce people from both “worlds” to the lives and work of each other. 
 
b.  Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty came forward and presented Public Health Director Doug Urland with a 
proclamation declaring November as Home and Hospice Care Month to recognize that in-home healthcare 
services provide for the health and social needs of Catawba County citizens.  This care enables citizens to 
access a wide variety of quality services which provide preventive care, acute care, sustainable long-term care 
and palliative care, and helps keep families intact while preserving an individual’s independence and dignity in 
the setting of his or her choice. 
 
c.  The Board received a report from Mr. Rhett Melton, Chief Executive Officer of Partners Behavioral Health 
Management, on the agency’s activities for the past year as well as plans for the current year. Partners 
Behavioral Health Management operates as a Local Management Entity/Managed Care Organization 
regarding behavioral health care services for Burke, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Surry and 
Yadkin Counties.   
 
d. The Board recognized eighteen graduates of the County’s Mini Course. Employees voluntarily attend 
sessions during lunch hours to learn more about the services each County department provides.  Human 
Resources Director Cynthia Eades introduced this year’s graduates who include: David Adams, Tammy 
Austin, Gina Diaz, Marcie Edler, Laura Gore, Martha Guy, Amber Hass, Darla Houser, Dawn Hughey, Kayla 
Lavigne, Valerie Lindemann, Lashana Marshburn, Jennifer McCracken, Paarth Mehta, Siobhan Loendorf, 
Jodi Stewart, Marcia Taylor and Jonathan Williams.  Chair Isenhower thanked them all for their efforts and 
for what they do for the County. 
 

8. Public Hearing: 
Public Health Director Doug Urland came forward and requested the Board hold a public hearing to receive 
comments on the Resolution of Intent to Sell or Convey Catawba County Home Health adopted at the 
October 5, 2015 Board of Commissioners Meeting.  Before selling a home health agency, an entity must 
comply with North Carolina General Statute 1E-13.  The first step is adopting a resolution declaring intent to 
sell.  The Board of Commissioners adopted this resolution at its October 5, 2015 meeting.  The next step is 
to conduct a public hearing on the resolution.  Pursuant to statute, notice of the public hearing was published 
in the newspaper. speak during the public hearing. 
 
The sale of Catawba County Home Health is being considered because Catawba County Public is one of 
the last local health departments in North Carolina to provide home health services.  The Unifour is an 
increasingly competitive home health marketplace and Catawba County Home Health’s remaining 
competitive and financially viable in this dynamic environment has been a continual challenge.  As the home 
health marketplace has expanded, residents now have access to numerous home health service providers 
and that access continues to grow.   
 
Catawba County Public Health's role is not to compete with services that are now readily available from 
other providers.  Through the public process of a sale, Catawba County wants to ensure the best possible 
outcomes for clients and staff to transition to a new entity.  Following today’s public hearing, the Board is 
expected to hold a public hearing on proposals to convey or sell Catawba County Home Health at its 
meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, December 7, 2015 at the 1924 Courthouse in Newton.  Copies 
of proposals will be available to the public from the Clerk to the Board at least 10 days prior to this public 
hearing. 
 
Chair Isenhower opened the public hearing.  No one came forward to speak.  Chair Isenhower closed the 
public hearing.  No further action was required at this meeting on this issue. 
 

9. Appointments. 
Chair Isenhower recommended the reappointment of Andrea Bruns, Mylo Lor, Robert Crouch and Sara 
Scherr to the Parks Advisory Committee, with terms expiring October 6, 2018.  Chair Isenhower also 
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recommended the reappointment of Wayne Martin for a third term on the Jury Commission, with a term 
expiration of June 30, 2017.  Chair Isenhower recommended the appointment of Jeffrey Bronnenberg as 
Chair of the Alcohol Beverage Control Board, with a term expiration of August 31, 2016, and the 
appointment of Russ Perkins for a first term to the Partners Behavioral Health Management Board, with a 
term expiration of June 30, 2018. Vice-Chair Beatty’s recommended the reappointment of Jearld Leonhardt 
for a first full term and the appointment of Burk Wyatt for a first term on the Catawba Valley Medical Center 
Board of Trustees.  These terms will expire December 31, 2015.  These recommendations came in the form 
of a motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

10. Other Items of Business:  
Chair Isenhower announced that the Board had selected Waters & Company as the consulting firm to assist 
the Board in a search for the County Manager position.  Commissioner Barnes made a motion to authorize 
Chair Isenhower to enter into a contract with Waters & Company for this purpose.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

11. Adjournment. Commissioner Hunsucker made a motion to adjourn at 10:12 a.m. The motion carried 
unanimously and the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
     Randy Isenhower, Chair 
     Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

        
     _____________________________________ 
      Barbara E. Morris 
      County Clerk 
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