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Regular Session, August 21, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

 
Appointments 
Juvenile Crime Prevention Council        286 08/21/17 
Town of Maiden Planning Board and Board of Adjustment     286 08/21/17 
 
Communications/Public Information 
Website Redesign Update         287 08/21/17 
 
Library 
Appropriation of Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Grant Funds   288 08/21/17 
 
Resolution 
In Support of a Ban on Centers and Institutes under the University of North Carolina System 
 From Participating in Litigation Against Any Individual, Entity or Government. 287 08/21/17 
 
Ordinance 
Ordinance to Allow the Sales of Alcoholic Beverage before Noon on Sundays at 
 Licensed Premises        288 08/21/17 
 
Strategic Plan 
Update            287 08/21/18 
 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, August 21, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., 
in the Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room of the 1924 Courthouse, 30 North College Avenue, Newton, North 
Carolina. 
 
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty and Commissioners Katherine W. Barnes, 
Sherry E. Butler and Dan A. Hunsucker.  
 
Also present were County Manager Mick Berry, Assistant County Managers Dewey Harris and Mary Furtado, 
County Attorney Debra Bechtel, Assistant County Attorney Jodi Stewart and County Clerk Barbara Morris.  
 
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., noting a quorum was present.  
 
2. Chair Isenhower led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Commissioner Dan Hunsucker offered the invocation. 
 
4. Commissioner Barnes made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed 

Session of August 7, 2017. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Recognition of Special Guests: Chair Isenhower welcomed everyone present and recognized Jerry 

McCombs, President of the Catawba County NAACP. 
 
6. Public Comments. None. 
 
7. Appointments. 

Upon the recommendation of Chair Isenhower, the Board appointed Sgt Eric Page from the Catawba County 
Sheriff’s Office for a first term on the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council term to succeed Caption Jason 
Beebe and reappointed Bruce Ikard and Roger Isenhour for second terms on the Town of Maiden Planning 
Board and Board of Adjustment.  Sgt Page’s term will expire June 30, 2019 and Mr. Ikard’s and Mr. 
Isenhour’s terms will expire June 30, 2020.  
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8. Departmental Reports: 
 a.   Communications/Public Information. 
 Communications and Marketing Director Amy McCauley and IT Manager Shaw Cruse presented an 

update on the redesign of the County’s website. 
 b. County Management. 

County Manager Mick Berry and County Department Heads presented an update on the County’s 
Strategic Plan and the proposed schedule for Plan completion. 
 
At the request of County Manager Berry, the Board approved the release of K-64 funds as follows: 

• A lump sum release of operating funding for the first year of K-64 based on a budget request to 
be made by Chief Executive Officer Mark Story and the K-64 Board. 

• During the first year of operation, additional County funds will be released at a rate of $2 of 
committed County funding for every $1 in non-County dollars raised through fundraising efforts. 

• During the second year of operation, beyond a lump sum released to support the approved 
operational budget, $1 of committed County funding will be released for every $1 in non-County 
dollars raised through fundraising efforts. 

• The total for each year of County funding will not exceed $1.3 million. 
 

Upon review of other categories of the Strategic Plan, several action items were identified by the Board 
for staff follow-up: 

• Schedule another Public Forum on the design of Mountain Creek Park. 
• Instead of addressing Broadband as a standout category of the Strategic Plan, integrate it into 

the categories where it applies. 
• Look for opportunities to align County regulations (housing standards and ordinances) with 

those of municipalities. 
 

9. Other Items of Business: 
Chair Isenhower asked that the Board consider adopting a resolution in support of a ban on Centers and 
Institutes under the University of North Carolina System from participating in litigation against any individual, 
entity or government.  The resolution set forth that litigation against local governments, including school 
systems, causes these defendants to expend substantial taxpayer funds to defend the litigation, where said 
funds would otherwise be used for the benefit of citizens. It further stated the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill should be associated with entities that provide advice to local governments and not undertake an 
adversarial position to local governments.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Sherry Butler, which 
unanimously carried, the Board adopted the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  2017 – 13 
 

A Resolution in Support of a Ban on Centers and Institutes Under the University of North Carolina 
System from Participating in Litigation Against Any Individual, Entity or Government. 

 
WHEREAS, local government units, including cities, municipalities, counties and LEA’s provide basic 
needed government services to its citizens; and  
 
WHEREAS, the UNC Civil Rights Center employs full time litigation attorneys to engage in litigation against 
third parties, including local governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, litigation against local governments, including school systems, causes these defendants to 
expend substantial taxpayer funds to defend the litigation, where said funds would otherwise be used for the 
benefit of citizens; and 
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WHEREAS, one of the missions of the great university system of this State is to provide service to the State, 
and initiating lawsuits against local governments and school systems violates this mission; and 
  
WHEREAS, the School of Government at UNC Chapel Hill is a tremendous resource to provide advice and 
direction to local governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill should continue to be associated with entities that 
provide advice to local governments and not undertake an adversarial position to local governments. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners hereby resolves that it supports a ban 
on centers and institutes under the University of North Carolina system from participating in litigation, 
including a ban on filing a complaint, motion, lawsuit or other legal claim in its own name or on behalf of any 
individual or entity against any individual, entity or government, or to otherwise actively counsel to any third 
party or to employ or engage any individual to serve as legal counsel or representative to any party in any 
such action against any individual, entity or government. 
 
This the ______ day of August, 2017. 
 

10. Manager’s Report:  
a. County Manager Mick Berry presented a request for the Board to appropriate Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) Grant funds in the amount of $1,700 for a staff member’s attendance at the 
Association for Regional and Small Libraries Conference in September 2017.  Commissioner Butler made a 
motion to appropriate these funds.  The motion carried unanimously.  The following appropriations apply: 
Revenue 
110-810050-631916   
LSTA 2017-18 ARSL Scholarship  $1,700 
 
Expenditure 
110-810050-841051      $1,700 
LSTA 2017-18 ARSL Scholarship 

 
b. County Manager Berry presented an ordinance, with an effective date of October 1, 2017, to allow the 
sale of alcoholic beverages before noon on Sundays at licenses premises after the General Assembly 
enacted Senate Bill 155 authorizing city and county governments to enact such an ordinance. On June 29, 
2017, the North Carolina General Assembly enacted the bill, entitled “An Act to Make Various Changes to 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission Laws”, and Section 4 of this bill authorizes city and county 
governments to adopt an ordinance to allow alcohol sales beginning at 10 a.m. on Sundays. This bill was 
signed into law on June 30, 2017. Several municipalities (Hickory, Newton, Claremont, Conover, Maiden and 
Long View, so far) are considering amending their ordinances to reflect this new authorized sale of alcohol.  
To avoid citizen confusion and to be consistent with messaging across local jurisdictions, the municipalities 
contemplating this change have agreed to pursue a uniform effective date of October 1, 2017. 

 
This was the second reading of this ordinance. At the Board’s meeting of August 7, 2017, the Board voted 
3/2 for the adoption of this ordinance.  North Carolina General Statutes states “To be adopted at the meeting 
at which it is first introduced, an ordinance or any action having the effect of an ordinance (except the budget 
ordinance, any bond order, or any other ordinance on which a public hearing must be held before the 
ordinance may be adopted) must receive approval of all members of the board of commissioners.  If the 
ordinance is approved by a majority of those voting but not by all members of the board, or if the ordinance 
is not voted on at that meeting, it shall be considered at the next regular meeting of the board.”   Chair 
Isenhower asked for a vote on the ordinance – Commissioners Isenhower, Barnes and Hunsucker voted in 
favor and Commissioners Butler and Beatty voted against.  The following ordinance was adopted, with an 
effective date of October 1, 2017. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2017- ___ 
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An Ordinance To Allow the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages Before Noon on Sundays at Licensed 
Premises 

 
WHEREAS, on June 29, 2017, the North Carolina General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 155, 

entitled “An Act to Make Various Changes to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission Laws” and Section 
4 of this Bill authorizes city and county governments to adopt an ordinance to allow alcohol sales beginning 
at 10 a.m. on Sundays; and  

 
 WHEREAS, Ratified Senate Bill 155 was signed into law on the 30th day of June, 2017, and became 
effective on that date (Session Law 2017, Chapter 87). North Carolina now joins 47 other States in allowing 
alcohol service before noon on Sunday; and   

 
WHEREAS, there is a desire to have the law be consistent in the County’s municipalities and in the 

County outside municipal limits. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Catawba County, North 

Carolina that: 
 

Section 1. Pursuant to the authority contained in NCGS 153A – 145.7, the sale of malt beverages, 
unfortified wine, fortified wine, and mixed beverages is allowed in Catawba County beginning at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday pursuant to the licensed premises’ permit issued under NCGS 18B – 1001.  
 
Section 2. This ordinance is effective on the 1st day of October, 2017.  
 

11. Attorneys’ Report. None. 
 
12. Commissioner Hunsucker made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

      _______________________________ 
     Randy Isenhower, Chair 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners    
       
      ____________________________________ 
      Barbara E. Morris 
      County Clerk 


