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Regular Session, August 7, 2017, 9:30 a.m. 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

 
Appointments 
Jury Commission 
Catawba Valley Medical Group Board of Directors 
Nursing and Rest Home Advisory Board 
 
Awards 
National Association of Counties (NACo) Achievement Awards 
 
Budget 
Conover School 
Budget Transfers 
 
Catawba County Schools 
Blackburn Elementary School Cooler/Freezer Replacement 
 
Conover School 
Budget Amendment 
 
Closed Session 
To discuss matters to relating to location or expansion of industries 
 
Economic Development Corporation 
Veterans focused recruitment effort by the Chamber and EDC 
 
Ordinance 
2017 North Carolina Housing Finance Agency Urgent Repair Grant – Budget Ordinance 
Proposed Ordinance to Allow the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages before Noon on Sunday at  
 Licensed Premises (NOTE:  REQUIRES A SECOND READING) 
 
Planning 
2017 North Carolina Housing Finance Agency Urgent Repair Gran 
t 
Presentations 
National Association of Counties (NACo) Achievement Awards 
 
Tax 
Tax Refund Request 
 
Utilities and Engineering 
Contract for Engineering Services Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) Area Utility Study and  
 Master Plan 
 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, August 7, 2017, at 9:30 a.m., 
in the Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room of the 1924 Courthouse, 30 North College Avenue, Newton, North 
Carolina. 
 
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty and Commissioners Katherine W. Barnes, 
Sherry E. Butler and Dan A. Hunsucker.  
 
Also present were County Manager Mick Berry, Assistant County Managers Dewey Harris and Mary Furtado, 
County Attorney Debra Bechtel, Assistant County Attorney Jodi Stewart and County Clerk Barbara Morris.  
 
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., noting a quorum was present.  
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2. Commissioner Katherine W. Barnes led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Commissioner Sherry E. Butler offered the invocation. 
 
4. Commissioner Barnes made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed 

Session of July 17, 2017. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Recognition of Special Guests: Chair Isenhower welcomed everyone present. 
 
6. Public Comments. None. 
 
7.   Presentations: 

The Board presented four 2017 National Association of Counties (NACo) Achievement Awards. The awards 
honor innovative, effective county government programs that enhance services for residents. Catawba 
County has won 210 awards over the history of the NACo program and has been honored every year since 
the program’s inception in 1970. 
 
Catawba County Social Services won an award for developing a drug testing purchase order portal to help 
streamline the drug testing process that is sometimes required for clients. One of the contributing factors to 
why children are sometimes removed from their parents involves illegal substance abuse. Parents are often 
required by the court to undergo random drug testing and demonstrate sobriety in order to regain custody of 
their children. The new software created by Social Services’ IT staff provides a secure, paperless system 
that simplifies appointment scheduling, provides better tracking of appointments, and enables the testing 
clinic to organize client visits in a more efficient manner. 
 
Catawba County Geospatial Information Services (GIS) and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) won an 
award for the creation of a map-based simulation tool to analyze EMS incident response scenarios and 
accurately predict necessary EMS resources to meet the County’s under-eight-minute ambulance response 
benchmark. This collaborative tool has helped ensure efficient services to citizens without coverage gaps, 
minimal overhead cost for evaluating dispatch procedures, and better data analysis for prudent budget and 
resource allocation. 
 
The Catawba County Library System won two Achievement Awards. The first was given for the Library’s 
Homework Helpers program, which enriches learning opportunities for students and increases educational 
attainment in Catawba County by supporting student learning through tutoring and coaching. It also 
increases teen engagement and supports active learning, personal growth, and leadership for teen 
volunteers who work with elementary students. The Library acts as the facilitator and host by bringing high 
school student volunteers together with elementary age students who need practice reading and help with 
their homework.   
 
The second Achievement Award was given for the Library’s Born to Read initiative, a partnership with local 
hospitals and the Catawba County Partnership for Children to help improve kindergarten readiness and 
overall educational attainment in Catawba County. The Library presents early literacy training to expectant 
parents during prenatal classes. Before leaving the birthing center, parents of newborns receive a Born to 
Read Bag, complete with baby’s first book and library card, along with plenty of information resources to give 
their baby a head start on early literacy with immediate access to thousands of online resources, including 
children’s books, movies and music. The Library continues to support our youngest citizens through special 
collections, Baby Bounce and Ready to Learn story times, as well as outreach and education that positively 
reinforce early literacy development.  

 
8. Appointments. 

Upon the recommendation of Chair Isenhower, the Board reappointed Wayne Martin for a fourth term on the 
Jury Commission.  This term will expire June 30, 2019.  Upon the recommendation of Vice-Chair Beatty, the 
Board appointed Kimberly Crews to the Catawba Valley Medical Group Board of Directors to succeed David 
Boone.  Also upon Vice-Chair Beatty’s recommendation, the Board reappointed Helen Upchurch for a 
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second term on the Nursing and Rest Home Advisory Board.  This term will expire June 5, 2020. 
 
9. Consent Agenda. 
 County Manager Mick Berry presented the following four items on the consent agenda: 

a. A request for the Board to adopt the project budget ordinance and other related documents for the 
2017 North Carolina Housing Finance Agency Urgent Repair Grant of $75,000.  The Program will assist 
approximately fifteen (15) low-income households by providing energy efficiency improvements and minor 
structural repairs.   NCHFA allows up to $800 a house for administration, work write-ups and inspections.  The 
WPCOG administration contract is for $9,000, which averages out to about $600 a house.  The remaining 
$66,000 will be used for rehabilitation for urgent needs such as leaking roofs, non-functional heating units, etc.  
The WPCOG will provide day-to-day management of the program with administration oversight being 
provided by the Planning Department. The following budget ordinance applies: 
  

ORDINANCE#_________ 
 
 CATAWBA COUNTY'S PROJECT BUDGET ORDINANCE 
 FOR THE 2017 URGENT REPAIR GRANT 
 
Be it ordained by the County Commissioners of the Catawba County that pursuant to 
Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the 
following grant project ordinance is hereby adopted. 
 
Section 1.  The project authorized is the North Carolina Housing Finance 
Agency Urgent Repair Grant described in the work statement contained in the 
Funding Agreement URP#1701 between this unit and the North Carolina Housing 
Finance Agency. This project is more familiarly known as the 2017 Catawba County 
Urgent Repair Program.  
 
Section 2.  The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with 
the grant project within the terms of the grant document(s), the rules and 
regulations of the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, and the budget 
contained herein. 
 
Section 3.  The following revenues are anticipated to be available to 
complete this project. 
 
Revenues 
 
North Carolina Housing Finance Agency-URP  
 
 NCHFA-URP Grants Revenue     $75,000 
                     
Section 4. The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 
 
Expenditures 
  
North Carolina Housing Finance Agency-URP 
 
 Rehabilitation-URP      $66,000
 WPCOG/Administration     $ 9,000 
                                 $75,000 
 
Section 5.  The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the 
Grant Project Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to provide the 
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accounting to the grantor agency required by the grant agreement(s) and federal 
and state regulations. 
 
Section 6.  Funds may be advanced from the General Fund for the purpose of 
making payments as due.  Reimbursement requests should be made to the grantor 
agency in an orderly and timely manner. 
 
Section 7.  The Finance Officer is directed to report quarterly on the 
financial status of each project element in Section 4 and on the total grant 
revenues received or claimed. 
 
 
 
Section 8.  The Budget Officer is directed to include a detailed analysis 
of past and future costs and revenues on this grant project in every budget 
submission made to this Board. 
 
Section 9.  Copies of this grant project ordinance shall be made available 
to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this 
project. 
 
Adopted this the ___ day of August, 2017. 
 
b. A request for the Board to approve Catawba County Schools’ request to transfer $30,414.81 in remaining 
funds from the completed Mountain View Elementary Renovations project to a new Blackburn Elementary 
Walk-in Freezer/Cooler project.   Blackburn Elementary School has a 41-year-old walk-in freezer/cooler that 
has stopped working and is necessary to the operation of the school nutrition program.  The amount 
necessary to order and install a new cooler/freezer is estimated to be $33,450.00.  In Fiscal Year 2016/17, 
the school system replaced a chiller at Mountain View Elementary School.  There is $30,414.81 remaining in 
that project.  Any remaining expenses will be paid from per capita funds. The following appropriations apply: 
From: 
420-750100-863200-31116-3-02 Mountain View Elementary Renovations $30,414.81 
 
To: 
420-750100-863200-31105-4-01 Blackburn Walk-in Freezer/Cooler  $30,414.81 
 
c.  A request for the Board to approve a FY2017-18 budget revision to transfer $64,896 from Catawba 
County Schools to Newton-Conover City Schools to reflect the recent Memorandum of Understanding 
governing operations and funding for Conover School.  At the time the Board of Commissioners adopted the 
FY2017-18 Budget, Catawba County Schools and Newton-Conover City Schools were in negotiations 
surrounding the operating and fiscal relationship between the 2 systems as it relates to Conover School.  In 
July, the 2 systems reached agreement, codifying that agreement in a Memorandum of Understanding that 
stipulates Newton-Conover City Schools will manage Conover School and be responsible for all associated 
costs, risks, liability, and student and personnel needs.  The MOU further stipulates that Conover School 
students shall be considered students of Newton-Conover City Schools for all purposes, including financial.  
Resultantly, this budget revision reflects the transfer of 39 students from the ADM headcount of Catawba 
County Schools to that of Newton-Conover City Schools.  Both systems’ superintendents have been 
consulted and have endorsed this approach.  The following budget revision applies: 
Transfer From: 
110-710050-863110                    Current Expense – Catawba County Schools  $61,893 
110-710050-863140                  Fines & Forfeitures – Catawba County Schools  $     975 
420-750100-863200-31150-5-01 Per Capita – Catawba County Schools   $  2,028 
 
Transfer To: 
110-710050-864110  Current Expense – Newton-Conover City Schools $61,893 
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110-710050-864140  Fines & Forfeitures – Newton-Conover City Schools $      975 
420-750100-864200-33110-5-01  Per Capita – Newton-Conover City Schools  $  2,028 
 
 
d. A request for the Board to approve a refund request totaling $124,230.09. The records were checked, and 
this refund request verified.  The properties are located entirely within the Town of Catawba and are owned 
by Catawba Station LLC. and represent a total of 435.2 acres. Douglas Brown, partner of Catawba Station 
LLC, requested a refund in the amount of $124,230.09 for tax years 2012 through 2015 for the six parcels. In 
establishing assessed values for these parcels, County staff did not recognize a conservation easement on 
the properties, which had been recorded on 12/31/2010.  (Conservation easements are established to 
preserve natural habitats and environmentally sensitive lands and are accompanied by restrictive covenants 
and prohibitions that limit how the property can be used or developed in the future.  Establishing this type of 
easement on a parcel lowers its market value because of the limitations on future use that it represents.) 
This request is justified under General Statute 105-381’s “illegal tax or clerical error,” which authorizes a 
taxpayer who has paid taxes to request a refund in writing for the amount that was paid through error.   

 
Chair Isenhower asked if any commissioner wished for an item to be removed from the consent agenda for 
individual consideration; none was requested.  Chair Isenhower made a motion to approve the consent 
agenda and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. Other Items of Business: None. 
 

11. Manager’s Report:  
a. County Manager Mick Berry requested the Board consider awarding an engineering agreement for the 
Southeast Catawba County (SECC) Area Utility Study and Master Plan to McKim & Creed of Charlotte, 
North Carolina in the amount of $452,000.00, and appropriate funding from the Water and Sewer Enterprise 
Fund in the amount of $377,000.00, as well as revise the project name from SECC Area Study to SECC 
Utility Study and Master Plan. 
 
In November 2016, the County advertised a Request For Qualifications (RFQ) to select a firm that could 
undertake a study of the Southeastern Catawba County (SECC) water and sewer service area and guide the 
County through a comprehensive process, including alignment with the Strategic Plan.  Of the firms that 
responded, McKim & Creed was selected for recommendation, not only for their utility and community 
engagement expertise, but also their success in undertaking similar comprehensive studies.  At the March 6, 
2017 Board of Commissioners meeting, staff informed the Board of their recommendation.  Since that 
meeting, county staff worked with McKim & Creed to develop the scope of services for the study and 
objectives, which was presented to the Policy and Public Works Subcommittee on May 30, 2017. Funding 
from the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund is needed in the amount of $377,000.00.  With the Fiscal Year 
2016/2017 Budget, the SECC Service Area Sewer Study was established with preliminary funding of 
$75,000.00.  Since that time, the scope of services has changed to include other factors.  Therefore, staff 
recommended the project name be revised to SECC Area Utility Study and Master Plan.  
 
After discussion by the Board and direction to staff that this study be completed as expeditiously as possible, 
Commissioner Hunsucker made a motion to award the engineering agreement to McKim & Creed, 
appropriate funding from the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund in the amount of $377,000 and rename the 
project SECC Utility Study and Master Plan.  The motion carried unanimously.  The following appropriation 
applies (contract and exhibits held in the Utilities and Engineering Office): 
APPROPRIATIONS 
Revenue: 
475-431100-690100   $377,000.00 
Fund Balance Applied 
 
Expenditure: 
475-431100-856900-21037  $377,000.00 
SECC Area Utility Study & Master Plan 
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b.  County Manager Berry reported to the Board budget transfers that he had approved pursuant to authority 
granted to him by the Board of Commissioners. No action required.  The following applies: 
 
Self-Insurance Special Contingency Transfers: 
 
Replace Damaged Landfill Scale Scoreboard 
 
Transfer 
From: 
115-150120-994200  Self-Insurance Special Contingency Expense  $3,489.14 
115-150120-691500  Self-Insurance Special Contingency Revenue  $3,489.14 
 
To: 
115-150120-995525  To Solid Waste Fund from Self-Insurance  $3,489.14 
115-150120-680800  Self-Insurance Fund Insurance Settlements  $3,489.14 
 
Supplemental Appropriation 
525-350200-831090  Other Miscellaneous Operating Supplies   $3,489.14 
525-350200-695115  From Self Insurance Fund    $3,489.14 
 
7/18/17 – Transfer from Self-insurance Special Contingency to assist the Landfill in replacing a damaged 
scales scoreboard used to provide digital readout of vehicle weights. The scoreboard, which could not be 
repaired, was damaged in June 2017.  
 
c. The Board considered the adoption of an ordinance to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages before noon 
on Sundays at licenses premises after the General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 155authorizing city and 
county governments to enact such an ordinance (this was a 3/2 vote).  
 
On June 29, 2017, the North Carolina General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 155, entitled “An Act to Make 
Various Changes to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission Laws”, and Section 4 of this Bill authorizes 
city and county governments to adopt an ordinance to allow alcohol sales beginning at 10 a.m. on Sundays. 
This bill was signed into law on June 30, 2017. Several municipalities (Hickory, Newton, Claremont, 
Conover, Maiden and Long View, so far) will be considering amending their ordinances to reflect this new 
authorized sale of alcohol.  To avoid citizen confusion and to be consistent with messaging across local 
jurisdictions, the municipalities contemplating this change have agreed to pursue a uniform effective date of 
October 1, 2017. 
 
Commissioner Butler indicated she could not support the ordinance; Commissioner Hunsucker stated he did 
not like it but thought it would cause confusion with municipalities if the County did not adopt the ordinance 
when the municipalities indicated they would; Commissioner Barnes stated she was in favor as millennials 
support it as well as restaurants in the southeastern part of the County.  Commissioner Barnes made the 
motion to adopt the ordinance.  Commissioners Isenhower, Hunsucker and Barnes voted in favor; 
Commissioners Beatty and Butler against. Because the vote was not unanimous, North Carolina General 
Statutes requires the Board hold a second reading of the proposed ordinance.  This second reading will take 
place at the Board’s August 21, 2017 meeting.  The following proposed ordinance applies: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017- ___ 
 

An Ordinance To Allow the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages Before Noon on Sundays at Licensed 
Premises 

 
WHEREAS, on June 29, 2017, the North Carolina General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 155, 

entitled “An Act to Make Various Changes to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission Laws” and Section 
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4 of this Bill authorizes city and county governments to adopt an ordinance to allow alcohol sales beginning 
at 10 a.m. on Sundays; and  

 
 WHEREAS, Ratified Senate Bill 155 was signed into law on the 30th day of June, 2017, and became 
effective on that date (Session Law 2017, Chapter 87). North Carolina now joins 47 other States in allowing 
alcohol service before noon on Sunday; and   

 
WHEREAS, there is a desire to have the law be consistent in the County’s municipalities and in the 

County outside municipal limits. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Catawba County, North 

Carolina that: 
 

Section 1. Pursuant to the authority contained in NCGS 153A – 145.7, the sale of malt beverages, 
unfortified wine, fortified wine, and mixed beverages is allowed in Catawba County beginning at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday pursuant to the licensed premises’ permit issued under NCGS 18B – 1001.  
 
Section 2. This ordinance is effective on the 1st day of October, 2017.  
 

12. Attorneys’ Report. 
a.  County Attorney Bechtel asked the Board to consider moving into closed session pursuant to North 
Carolina General Statute 143-318.11(a)(4), to discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of 
industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body.  Attorney Bechtel did not anticipate any 
action upon return to open session. Upon a motion by Commissioner Butler, which carried unanimously, the 
Board moved into closed session at 10:05 a.m. 

13. The Board returned to open session; no action was taken. EDC Existing Industry Coordinator Nathan Huret 
advised the Board of an upcoming veterans focused recruitment effort by the Chamber and EDC on 
September 15-17.  Vice-Chair Beatty made a motion to adjourn at 10:20 a.m. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
      _______________________________ 
     Randy Isenhower, Chair 
      Catawba County Board of Commissioners    
       
      ____________________________________ 
      Barbara E. Morris 
      County Clerk 


