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Minutes 
Catawba County Board of Commissioners 

Budget Hearing and Wrap-Up 
 Thursday, May 28, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 
The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met on Thursday, May 28, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the 1924 Courthouse, 
Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 30 North College Avenue, Newton, North Carolina. The purpose of this meeting was 
for a public hearing for public comment on the proposed County budget for Fiscal Year 2015/16. 
 
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty and Commissioners Katherine W. Barnes, Sherry 
E. Butler and Dan Hunsucker. 
 
Also present were County Manager J. Thomas Lundy and Budget Manager Jennifer Mace. 
 
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Chair Isenhower noted that budget hearings with County departments and outside agencies took place on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2015, and the purpose of this evening’s meeting was to conduct a public hearing to receive 
citizen comments on the proposed budget.   He then opened the public hearing at 7:01 p.m. and asked for 
anyone who wished to speak to come forward. Monroe Pannell of Newton came forward to express 
appreciation for the expansion of the parks schedule to six days a week and its impact on the health of the 
County’s citizens. Brenda Sigmon of Conover expressed her appreciation of the expanded parks schedule 
and for the Board’s support of the library system.   No one further came forward to speak.  Chair Isenhower 
closed the public hearing at 7:07 p.m.  
 
Chair Isenhower then asked Mr. Lundy to review the proposed changes to the budget based on budget 
hearings. Mr. Lundy recapped four wrap-up action items: 

 
1.  Communications Center - PSAP–  based on the State E-911 Board’s reconciliation formula, 

allocations for Primary and Secondary PSAPs were lower than budgeted – (-$1,381).  Commissioner 
Katherine W. Barnes made a motion to approve this change to the budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
2.  Utilities and Engineering – An agreement with Gilbane Building Company (a sub-contractor 

working with Apple) to fund a full-time dedicated Building Inspector III position for the purpose of expediting 
inspection reviews at the Apple construction site was approved at the Board’s May 18, 2015 meeting.  The 
revenue will be received in Fiscal Year 2014/15 but the work will take place in the coming year.  The position 
and expense need to be added to the Fiscal Year 2015/16 budget from fund balance.  Commissioner Dan 
Hunsucker made a motion to approve this change to the budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
3.  Bed, Bath, and Beyond Incentive: Due to an increase in the company’s business personal property 

value, the incentive needs to increase by $6,158.  Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty made a motion to approve 
this change to the budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
4. Justice Assistance Grant (JAG).  The Sheriff’s Office is eligible to receive $12,900 in JAG funds, 

which requires no local match.  JAG funding allocation is based on population and violent crime statistics.  
These funds will be received in Fiscal Year 2015/16.  The grant terms require the application to be approved 
by the Board of Commissioners and public notification of the planned use of funds, which is part of the June 1 
agenda.  The Sheriff’s Office plans to use the JAG funds to purchase equipment for “force-on-force” training. 
Commissioner Sherry E. Butler made a motion to approve this change to the budget.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Chair Isenhower asked if there were any other items to be considered.  Commissioner Butler requested an 
increase of $200,000 in the budget for Catawba County Schools security.  She stated she would like the 
School System to have the full amount but if that was not possible, she would like to see at least some of this 
funding.  After a discussion regarding the use of these funds for sally ports, County Manager Lundy 
recommended to not restrict the funding to sally ports but let the schools control the how the money was 
spent. After discussion, it was agreed that $100,000 would be added to budget for this purpose, with 
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$8601.62 being transferred from other Catawba County Schools completed projects and the remaining 
$91,398.38 from the Schools Capital Outlay Fund Balance. Commissioner Butler made a motion to approve 
this change to the budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Commissioner Isenhower, joined by the other Board members and County Manager Lundy, thanked and 
complimented the Budget Staff and management for their hard work on this budget.    
 
Commissioner Hunsucker made a motion to adjourn at 7:16 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
   

       _________________________________________ 
       Randy Isenhower, Chair 
       Board of Commissioners 
 
        
       ___________________________________________ 
       Barbara E. Morris 
       County Clerk 


