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The Board held a public hearing to receive citizens’ comments and approved the submission of a grant 
application for the enhanced mobility of seniors and individuals with disabilities (Federal Section 5310) to the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation. The goal of the Section 5310 program is to improve mobility for 
seniors and individuals with disabilities by removing barriers to transportation services.  Catawba County 
received a 5310 transportation grant in the amount of $500,000 (Federal, State and local funds) for a two year 
period ending June 30, 2015.  The grant included transportation in both urban and rural areas. 
 
The Section 5310 program now requires two grant applications, one for trips originating in urban areas, and one 
for trips originating in rural areas. The request for urban funds was submitted to the Greater Hickory 
Metropolitan Planning Organization in August 2014.  The grant application for trips originating in rural areas 
must be submitted to the North Carolina Department of Transportation no later than November 21, 2014. 
 
Catawba County will continue to contract with the Western Piedmont Regional Transit Authority to provide 
transportation funded by Section 5310.  The funds will allow seniors and individuals with disabilities to attend 
the congregate nutrition program, and have access to essential shopping, medical appointments, pharmacy, 
banking, and other essential services.  Additionally, transportation will be provided for individuals to access 
education and employment opportunities, volunteer activities, senior centers, and Adult Day Care/Day Health 
programs when no other transportation is available. 
 
A total of $125,000 is being requested for trips originating in rural areas in FY 2015/16. While there is a 
possibility of a 10% State match, the State match is not guaranteed at this time. If the State match is not 
available, the requirement for local match would be 20%, or $25,000.  If the State match is available the local 
match requirement will be 10%, or $12,500.  Social Services will provide the match using current local funding 
allocated for senior transportation. There will be no increased cost to the County.  
 
Approximately 70-120 individuals will receive transportation for the period of the grant (July 2015-June 30, 
2016).  Many of the seniors will utilize transportation for multiple purposes and a large percentage of the target 
population will utilize transportation daily. Providing transportation will allow older adults the opportunity and  
choice to remain active and involved in the community.   
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