TMBA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2015, 7 P.M.

COUNTY
m ROBERT E. HIBBITTS MEETING ROOM

1924 COURTHOUSE, NEWTON, N.C.

The Board adopted an updated Catawba County Parks Master Plan after hearing a report. These are recommended updates
to the County’s 2007Parks Master Plan, which was created in consultation with the County’s Parks Advisory Committee
with input from the community through five public forums and a survey. The Plan provides a guideline for future
development, subject to available resources.

The mission of Catawba County Parks is to preserve Catawba County’s unique and diverse natural heritage through
education and conservation while providing quality passive recreation and wellness opportunities. The County’s goal is to
offer passive recreation opportunities to supplement active recreation programs provided by municipalities in the county.

The County’s Parks Division was created in 1999 with the opening of Riverbend Park, preserving 450 acres for passive
recreation. Bakers Mountain Park was opened in 2002, preserving 189 acres on Catawba County’s most prominent
elevation and the location of the county’s largest mature forest. In 2008, Catawba County renovated and began operating
the 9-acre St. Stephens Park. Potential future parks include a 598-acre Mountain Creek Park, located on Lake Norman, and
an approximately 50-acre Bunker Hill Covered Bridge Park at the site of the bridge maintained by the Catawba County
Historical Association.

Catawba County adopted the first Parks Master Plan in December 2007. The State Parks and Recreation Trust Fund
(PARTF) and other grant providers require plan updates every ten years. Since 2007, the County Parks system has
flourished and gained patronage. Recent events, including acquisition of the acreage for the Mountain Creek Park along
with the adoption of the Carolina Thread Trail Plan, helped create the need to update the Master Plan. The next update is
anticipated to be completed by 2025.

You may scroll down to see the presentation given to the Board

CONTACT: DAVE HARDIN, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 465-8464
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Advertised & Held Public Inpul Meetings

CATAWEA COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN
PLEASE SHARE YOUR QPINIONS WITH LIS
FOUR PUBLIC FORUMS ARE SCHEDULLD THREAKHGLIT THE COUNTY

Distributed a Survey & Organized the Results

Main Reasoning for Visiling Parks Reyuested Changes o Existing Parks

« Outdoor Nature Experience (70%) - Increase days/hours of
+ Wellness/Physical Fitness/Exercise (56%) operation (56%6)
- Wellness/Psychological Health/Relaxation - Enhanced/expanded trails
(3496) (49%4)
Desired Fafire Events - Expanded picnic/sitting areas
- Allow space for musical events hosted by others (3%
(499%) Development of Future Parks
« Wellness/physical fitness session (31%4) - Bunker Hill Covered Bridge (43%)
- Art in the Park Event (30%) + Mountain Creek (33%)
Times People are Most Likely to Visit the Parks. = Murray's Mill (2486)

« Saturday & Sunday from 8 a.m. 10 5 p.m. (B0%)
- Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. o 5 p.m. (25%)

« Friday & Saturday after 5 p.m. (700%)

+ Monday-Thusrsday after 5 p.m. (50%6)




Identified Existing & Future Park Sites

Access Areas

County Owned Regional Park

County Owned District Park

Proposed Community Park

Proposed Regional Park

#“\_s Blueways - CTT

#“\_s Greenways - CTT Primary Route
.~ Greenways - CTT Alternate Route
[ Regional Parks - Existing (8 mi radius)
: _- _-l Regional Parks - Proposed (8 mi radius)
D District Parks - Existing (2.5 mi radius)
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Riverbend Park

- Natural surface trails
- Paved trails (future)

. e 3 B = - Boat, canoe, kayak
s FE R — aCCeSS

- Dog park

450 acres - Primitive camping
(future)




Bakers Mountain Park

- Trall related: natural surface
trails, paved trails, and trail
Improvement

- More educational
programming

- Primitive camping (future) N ek
189 acres
- Community meeting room

(future)




St. Stephens Park

- Dog park
- Natural surface trails
- Small dog park (future)

- Paved trails (future)
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Mountain Creek Park (Future)

- Water related amenities: ———
boat/canoe/kayak access, “”’

- Trails: natural surface, L SN
paved, and mountain | R
biking

- Picnic tables and shelters F i

« Primitive camping, dog _ 589 acres

park, and equestrian trails




Conservation Easement Area
Development Area
[ ] catawba County portion - 300.37
; :\ Catawba Lands Consv. portion - 288.05
\_| Parcels
/% Proposed Roads - 45' Access Easement
| /™.~ Proposed Trails - 8.67 miles

———— Power Easments

Creeks, Streams
g Lakes, Ponds
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Historical Association-Bunker
Hlll Covered Brldge (Future)

- Trails: paved trails, and
natural surface trails

- Educational programs/guided
tours/historical interpretation
- Community meeting/
education center and

~ Interpretative signage

-. i o . Restrooms, picnic fac_ilities,
and an outdoor amphitheater




Bunker Hi,I/ Site Plan

L
Handicap Accessible Route

=== Cable
=== Elecirical
=== \Water Utilities
m— Walking Trail
Garaling Thread Trail FHASE |

%1
| Parcels 3
2 %

I:l Historic Roads
Reforestation Plan

| Phase 1 {0l Fiald Meadow)
with Trail Network

guarter Mile trail te be censtructed
with park development

E Culural Resources/Fark Boundary

Multi-Purposa Easemants
Ingress, Egress, Water Utilities,
Electrical, Cable, slc

Historical Association Property

2 Croeks, Rivers 35.22 Acres

Reforestation Plan
(Old Field Meadow)
with Trail Network

Event Activity Field
{undavalopad)
Citwi ," "

Preseniaion
Ares

Crwerflow Parking
(Undavalopad)

Comprehensive
garks Bunker Hill Map 7

Master Plan Covered Bridge R o A
2015 Park Concept Plan i




(Old Field Meadow)

Phase 1
with Trail Network
[ cultural Resources/Park Boundary
A ' Multi-Purpose Easements i
i ' Ingress, Egress, Water Utilities, [
Electrical, Cable, etc ‘1 8
'_ Historical Association Property .

&5 Creeks, Rivers . 35.22 Acres
o Reforestation Plan
¥ (Old Field Meadow)

B with Trail Network
]

- el 30 Eas

| [
L T
- -

Historic Stage. ch Road
\\ﬁ ﬁs-'

Event Activity Field
(undeveloped)
Grass
Presentation
Area

Overflow Parking
(Undeveloped) .- A
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Historical Association-
Murray's Mill (Future)

A - e T —

- Guided tours/historical interpretation
- Trails: paved trails and natural surface trails
- Community garden and picnic shelters
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Economic

- Increased budget/grant dollars- For every $1
appropriated in the national parks budget, $4 is
generated for local economies

- Attracting top talent- High-tech companies
must demonstrate high recreational
opportunities to enhance quality of life to
prospective employees.

- - Tax benefit- commonly referred to as
"proximate value", is the percent of increase of
private housing or business as a result of
proximity to park land.

. (£ "B\ A \¢
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| Rlverbend Park function

: Prezi

- Access to outdoor
space- reduces obesity,
diabetes, cancer, etc.

- Passive park-usage-
reduces stress,
depression, hypertension,
and improves cognitive

»

&

~ -
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Tourism

- Increased stays- the existence [ %t
of trails near lodging places
INncreases occupancy

- Bicycle/Pedestrian-Based
Tourism and Greenways- the
number of people who feel
comfortable walking or riding
bicycles is a measure of quality =&

~ of life in that area

A

Baker's Mountain Park

L2y \0 €\
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\ Environmental

- Wildlife habitat- open space
. provides habitats for a wide
variety of species %
- Reduced pollution- the ability &
to travel by trail reduces the air
. pollution caused by
automobiles
- Protection of waterways-
open space filters pollutants
and eroded soil from run-off St. Stephens Park

f
SO e e
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Baker's Mountaln Park

|\

- Additional preservation

funding- people are drawn to
adjacent historic and cultural
sites

Outdoor Classrooms- affords
students the full "hands-on"
experience with nature
Increased Accessibility- tralls
link sites together making it
easier for students to travel

from site to site
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Key Changes from the 2007 Plan'
/

- Less data-driven
- Population and demographic data updated -
- Additions to Parks system

- Formalized an Advisory Board
- Site plan revisions

- Updated maps

- More public participation

S M N NV




Advertised & Held Public Input Meetings

CATAWBA COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN
PLEASE SHARE YOUR OPINIONS WITH US

FOUR PUBLIC FORUMS ARE SCHEDULED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

Highland Recreation
Center
Community Room
1451 8" Street Drive, NE
Hickory, NC 28601

Thursday, February 27, 2014
4:00pm to 7:00pm

Mountain View

Southwest Branch Library 2

Conference Room
2944 Highway 127 South
Hickory, NC 28602

Tuesday, February 18, 2014
4:00pm to 7:00pm

Catawba County
Government Center
2" Floor Meeting Room
100A Southwest
Boulevard
Newton, NC 28658

Tuesday, February 25, 2014
4:00pm to 7:00pm

Sherrills Ford-Terrell
Fire & Rescue
4011 Slanting Bridge

'., _ Road, Sherrills Ford,
‘_

NC 28673

F~ 1) ]
— m N\ Wednesday, March 5, 2014

Catawba Comty

4:00pm to 7:00pm

i |

Participate in one of the four drop-in sessions to have your ideas considered in the Parks Master Plan Update

Hosted by the Parks Advisory Committee
For more information contact
Catawba County Planner Susan Ballbach at 828-465-8381




Participate in one of the four drop-in sessions to have your ideas considered in the Parks Master Plan Update
Hosted by the Parks Advi ryC ommittee

Service Area Proposals
and Recommendations

For more fi nf matio act
Catawba County Plan n Ba Ilb ch at 828-465-8381

Distributed a Survey & Organized the Results

Main Reasoning for Visiting Parks Requested Changes to Existing Parks
- Outdoor Nature Experience (70%) - Increase days/hours of
- Wellness/Physical Fitness/Exercise (56%) operation (56%)
- Wellness/Psychological Health/Relaxation - Enhanced/expanded trails
(34%) (49%)
Desired Future Events . (ngg,%f;'dw Rl L] areas
- Allow space for musical events hosted by others 1
(49%) Development of Future Parks
. Wel_lness/physical fitness session (31%) - Bunker Hill Covered Bridge (43%)
- Art in the Park Event (30%) . Mountain Creek (33%)
Times People are Most Likely to Visit the Parks « Murray's Mill (24%)

« Saturday & Sunday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (80%)
« Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (25%)
- Friday & Saturday after 5 p.m. (70%)
- Monday-Thursday after 5 p.m. (50%)
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- Add a community meeting/educational room at Bakers

~— ., Y
/ I

Plan Recommendations Summary

- Open parks on a six-day a week schedule

- Open Historical Association-Bunker Hill Covered Bridge Park
- Open Mountain Creek Park in the southeast area of the County
- Add more trails & maintain existing trails

- ExXpand picnic and sitting areas

- Add interpretative sighage Y
- Continue to propose & implement concepts to help the park

system provide health, educational, & economic benefits

- Allow events featuring music, astronomy, art & physical fithess
- Continue to expand partnerships, particularly with the schools
- Develop a consistent guided environmental & historical

education program

Mountain

v
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Staff Priorities

CATEGORY-OPERATIONS TOPIC TIMEFRAME | PRIORITY COST
TEn TEPic TIMEFREME  PRIGRITY COST ITEM TOPIC TIMEFRAME PRIORITY COST
Stewardship/Voluntesrism | Ongaing Madium | Mo additional costanticipated—F
1. |Operating Hoursand Anticipated  High 590,500  [Additional Costto cperats 3 1. |Education Ongoing High Neadditicnal cost Programs itarn #1 undar Category —
Staffing ctart-up parks -ays. Dependingon funding anticipated—ifitem #1 gtejr;tlonslsepﬂmwd effective
7-1-15 ilabilit - ks
R underC.ate;orv Donations Ongoing medium Mo adeitionsl costanticipated.
Operationsisapproved
2. |Update/Complete LongTerm Madium Mo additional cost anticipated —ifitem affective7-1-15.
Beneflclal Park 3 ¥earsand #1lunder Categen-Operations s
Planning related Beyand approved effactive 7-1-15. — = — Expand Parles Marketing and | id Tarm Madium  [Moadditional costanticipated—
Documents. 2. | Birding COngaing Lesl Noadditionalcost Communications Effort 184236 if tem #1 under Category—
Activities anticipated—ifitem #1 Fanths Operationsis approved affactive
3. |Facility and Program  Short Term Medium Mo additional cost anticipated. under Categany- F-1-15.
Accessibility Gto 18 Operationsis approved Connectivitythrough Ongoing Pdedium | Moadditional costanticipated=—
(Mountain Yiew Months affective 7-1-15. Grocnways, Blurways, Bike ifitem #1 undar Catagery—
Recreation Canter] Paths, and Sidewalks Ogerations s approved effective
Long Term Madium Tobe determined based on future cost L5
::’ar::a"d = Partnerships & Orngaing | Low Mo aditional costanticipatad—
e Intergovernmental ifitem # 1 under Category-
Cooperation Oparationsisapprovad affactive
T-1-15,
CATEGORY — CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS CATEGORY — CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
TOPIC TIMEFRAME PRIORITY [ COST lT:M T = CTO:"E o T TOME:RAME :FIDRIW |$1 T EOST
Riverbend Park Short Term High $218,040% : GuptabiEEREa B Lonererm, ign LI
i
6to 18 Months (Dependent on funding Boyand 3014 Estimates
to availability)
Long Term (Dependant upon future
3 Years and Beyond funding availability)
18 to 36 Months
5. Contiguous Property Ongoing Medium | Cannotbe pre-determined —wil
Bakers Mountain Mid Term High $65,950% Acquisition ba raflected based upon future
Park 18 to 36 Months (Dependent on funding offers and negotiations alsa
to avallability) subjectte availability of funds,
Long Term B, Green Buildings LangTerm | Mediurm | Costste be determined in
3 Years and Beyond 3Years and future CIP schedule—subjectto
Beyond availability of funds.
- 7. 5t. Stephens Community Park LongTerm | Low Mo additional cost anticipated—
Historical Mid Term High $1,100,000% 3Vearsand within the next five years.
AssociationBunker | 18 to 36 Months 2014 Estimates Beyond
Hill Covered Bridge | to 2. Murray's bill {Future) LongTerm |Low Caststo be determined in
Park and Greenway | Long Term (Dependent upon future 3Yearsand future CIP schedule (grant
(Future) 3 Years and Beyond funding availability) Bayend dependent],
Subjectto availability of funds,




CATEGORY-OPERATIONS
TOPIC TIMEFRAME PRIORITY COST
Operating Hours and | Anticipated High $90,500 * (Additional Cost to operate 3
Staffing start-up parks 6-days. Dependingon funding
7-1-15 availability)

2. | Update/Complete Long Term Medium No additional cost anticipated—ifitem
Beneficial Park 3 Years and #1 under Category-Operationsis
Planning related Beyond approved effective 7-1-15.

Documents.

3. | Facility and Program | Short Term Medium No additional cost anticipated.
Accessibility 6to 18
(Mountain View Months
Recreation Center)

Long Term Medium To be determined based on future cost
3 Years and estimates scheduled within the CIP.
Beyond




CATEGORY - PROGRAMMING

ITEM TOPIC TIMEFRAME PRIORITY COST
1. |Education Ongoing High No additional cost
anticipated—ifitem#1
under Category-
Operationsisapproved
effective 7-1-15.
2. |Birding Ongoing Low No additional cost
Activities anticipated—ifitem#1

under Category-
Operationsisapproved
effective 7-1-15.




ITEM TOPIC TIMEFRAME | PRIORITY COST
1. |Stewardship/Volunteerism |Ongoing Medium | Noadditional costanticipated—if
Programs item #1 under Category—
Operationsis approved effective
7-1-15.

2. |Donations Ongoing Medium | Noadditional costanticipated.

3. |Expand Parks Marketingand | Mid Term Medium | Noadditional costanticipated—

Communications Effort 18to 36 ifitem #1 under Category -
Months Operationsis approved effective
7-1-15.

4. |Connectivitythrough Ongoing Medium | Noadditional costanticipated—
Greenways, Blueways, Bike ifitem #1 under Category—
Paths, and Sidewalks Operationsis approved effective

7-1-15.

5. [Partnerships & Ongoing Low No additional cost anticipated—
Intergovernmental ifitem # 1 under Category-
Cooperation Operationsis approved effective

T




CATEGORY — CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

TOPIC

TIMEFRAME

PRIORITY

COST

Riverbend Park

Short Term

6 to 18 Months

to

Long Term

3 Years and Beyond
18 to 36 Months

High

$218,040%
(Dependent on funding
availability)

Bakers Mountain Mid Term High $65,950+
Park 18 to 36 Months (Dependent on funding
to availability)
Long Term
3 Years and Beyond
Historical Mid Term High $1,100,000+
Association Bunker |18to 36 Months 2014 Estimates

Hill Covered Bridge
Park and Greenway
(Future)

to
Long Term
3 Years and Beyond

(Dependent upon future
funding availability)




CATEGORY - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

ITEM TOPIC TIMEFRAME | PRIORITY COST
4, Mountain Creek Park (Future) | LongTerm |High $1,700,000+
3Yearsand
Beyond 2014 Estimates
(Dependentuponfuture
fundingavailability)
5. Contiguous Property Ongoing Medium |Cannotbe pre-determined—will
Acquisition be reflected based upon future
offers and negotiations also
subjectto availability of funds.
6. Green Buildings LongTerm |Medium |Coststobe determinedin
3Yearsand future CIPschedule—subjectto
Beyond availability of funds.
7. St. Stephens Community Park | LongTerm |Low No additional costanticipated—
3 Yearsand within the nextfive years.
Beyond
8. Murray’s Mill (Future) LongTerm |Low Coststo be determinedin
3Yearsand future CIPschedule (grant
Beyond dependent).

Subjectto availability of funds.




F A\ J A\ P 4 .

Recommendation

. W 4

\ . Catawba County Parks Advisory Committee
\ recommended the Plan on October 8, 2014

! - Planning Board recommended the Plan to the
Board of Commissioners on October 27, 2014

- Board of Commissioners consider adoption of
] the Parks Master Plan on May 18, 2015
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	AGENDA
	Monday, May 18, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
	Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room, 1924 Courthouse
	30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC
	PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: Individuals needing assistance should contact the County Clerk at 828-465-8990 within a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Access to the 1924 Courthouse for individuals with disabilities is at the south side (“A” Street)....
	INFOTALK/INTERNET: The Catawba County Telephone Information System will allow you to use your touch tone telephone to obtain current information on Catawba County 24 hours a day. Information is updated on a regular basis. Dial 465-8468 and INFOTALK wi...


	CALENDAR:  Budget Hearings with Departments and Outside Agencies will be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2015, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and the Budget Public Hearing and Wrap-Up will be held on Thursday, May 28, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the Robert E. Hibbit...
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