
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2015, 7 P.M. 

ROBERT E. HIBBITTS MEETING ROOM 
1924 COURTHOUSE, NEWTON, N.C. 

 
 
The Board adopted an updated Catawba County Parks Master Plan after hearing a report.  These are recommended updates 
to  the County’s 2007Parks Master Plan, which was created in consultation with the County’s Parks Advisory Committee 
with input from the community through five public forums and a survey.  The Plan provides a guideline for future 
development, subject to available resources.  
 
The mission of Catawba County Parks is to preserve Catawba County’s unique and diverse natural heritage through 
education and conservation while providing quality passive recreation and wellness opportunities.  The County’s goal is to 
offer passive recreation opportunities to supplement active recreation programs provided by municipalities in the county. 
 
The County’s Parks Division was created in 1999 with the opening of Riverbend Park, preserving 450 acres for passive 
recreation.  Bakers Mountain Park was opened in 2002, preserving 189 acres on Catawba County’s most prominent 
elevation and the location of the county’s largest mature forest.  In 2008, Catawba County renovated and began operating 
the 9-acre St. Stephens Park.  Potential future parks include a 598-acre Mountain Creek Park, located on Lake Norman, and 
an approximately 50-acre Bunker Hill Covered Bridge Park at the site of the bridge maintained by the Catawba County 
Historical Association. 
 
Catawba County adopted the first Parks Master Plan in December 2007.  The State Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(PARTF) and other grant providers require plan updates every ten years.  Since 2007, the County Parks system has 
flourished and gained patronage.  Recent events, including acquisition of the acreage for the Mountain Creek Park along 
with the adoption of the Carolina Thread Trail Plan, helped create the need to update the Master Plan.  The next update is 
anticipated to be completed by 2025.  
 
You may scroll down to see the presentation given to the Board 
 
 
CONTACT: DAVE HARDIN, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 465-8464 
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