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" Make your field edges pa y

A new conservation practice for landowners and farmers with double benefits: higher quail populations
and dependable annual rental payments from field edges (where crop yields are often low).

Upland Bird Habitat Buffer - a new Conservation Reserve Program practice that will benefit farmers,
bobwhites, and declining populations of grassland and brushland songbirds in North Carolina.

This program pays farmers to establish habitat buffers
around existing cropland. Buffers are strips of volunteer BUﬁe [S are nOt' .
vegetation on field edges that provide valuable nestingand | o Wildlife food plots,

brood cover for bobwhite quail and other wildlife, protect o for production of hay forage
water quality and support integrated pest management. ’ ’
or Crops; or

Program elements o for turn rows, roads, or storage

e continuous sign-up .
° 10-year contracts areaS for CrOpS Or equment
o no limit to acreage enrolled per farm
e annual rental payments based upon soil fertility and local A|SO, bUﬁerS cannot

established rental rates be diSked,
e a one-time signing bonus of about $100 per acre enrolled
o an annual maintenance payment of $5 per acre mOWGd or :
e management payments of up to $100 per acre over 10 years bum ed
o enroliment for landowners or tenants with long-term leases i

during the

Program requirements . nesting MWIILDLIFEI
o buffers must be on land cropped for four of the six years from HABITAT
1996 to 2001 . season
o buffers need to grow volunteer vegetation .
e buffer strips must have an average width between 30 and 120 feet (Aprll 15 -
o landowners must control woody plants and manage habitat using
one or more of the following methods on one-third to one-half of September 1 5)

the buffer length each year: fall or winter disking, prescribed
burning or spot-applied herbicide
o buffer edges must be identified with PVC pipes

N\

Buffers of volunteer vegetation provide the right structure, cover and food for birds in a farm landscape. Not only bobwhite quail, but other
declining birds like the northern shrike, field sparrow and prairie warbler benefit from the grasses, forbs and vines that make up a field
border. Research in eastern North Carolina has consistently documented increases in bobwhites on farms with field buffers in place.

Sign up at your local Farm Service Agency.

This program receives Federal financial assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Scction 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title
II of the Americans with Disabilitics Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the U.S. Department of Interior and its burcaus prohibit
discrimination on the bascs of race, color, national origin, age, disability, age or sex (in cducational programs). If you belicve that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity,
or facility, or it you desire further information please write to: Equal Employment Ofticer, 1703 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1703, Tel. (919) 733-2241.
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