
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Rural Preservation-Overlay, Official Catawba County Zoning Overlay Map Amendment 

 
1. Q: What is the Rural Preservation-Overlay district? 

A: It is a district within another district (overlaying) designed to protect the rural viewshed along 
 nine significant roads in Catawba County. It requires a 100-foot front building setback along the 
 main road. 
 

2. Q: Why is the amendment being proposed? 
A: Much of the existing development pattern along many of these roads is already within the 100-

foot setback; therefore the increased setback would do little to promote the rural viewshed. 
Also, the County has had several cases where the increased setback created a hardship for 
property owners who want to make improvements.  

 
3. Q: How would the zoning overlay map amendment benefit me? 

A: Zoning regulations would be reduced on your property. If you own residential or nonresidential 
property, you would not have to meet a 100-foot building setback. Your front building setback 
would be between 30 and 40 feet, which is the current requirement for other property owners 
in the County. 

 
4. Q: When was the Rural Preservation-Overlay district created? 

A: The Rural Preservation-Overlay district was adopted as part of Catawba County’s Unified 
Development Ordinance effective February 6, 2007. 

 
5. Q: Is there a map available illustrating where the Rural Preservation-Overlay is proposed to be 

 removed? 
A: Yes, select: www.catawbacountync.gov/planning/RPOremoval.pdf 
 

6. Q: Where can I learn more about the Rural Preservation-Overlay district? 
A: The Rural Preservation-Overlay is discussed in Section 44-435 of the Catawba County Unified 

 Development Ordinance. It can be viewed at:  
 http://www.catawbacountync.gov/planning/udo/a4.pdf (starting on page 122). 

 
7. Q:  What is the process for approving the overlay amendment? 

A: The Planning Board will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 29, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
 Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room of the 1924 Courthouse located at 30 North College Avenue, 
 Newton, NC 28658. The Planning Board will forward its recommendation to the Catawba 
 County Board of Commissioners for consideration at a second public hearing on Monday, 
 November 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., also in the Robert E. Hibbitts Meeting Room of the 1924 
 Courthouse located at 30 North College Avenue, Newton, NC 28658.  
 

8. Q: Where can I get more information regarding this proposed amendment? 
A: You may call the Catawba County Planning, Parks, and Development Department at 828-465-

 8380 weekdays from 8:00 – 5:00pm. 
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