CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL
COUNTYWIDE GREENWAY MASTER PLAN

In 2005, the Trust for Public Land, Catawba Lands Conservancy and the
Foundation for the Carolinas established a vision for preserving and
connecting open lands in the Charlotte region. This vision developed
into the creation of the Carolina Thread Trail (CTT), which is an initiative
to create a network of greenways, trails and blueways in a fifteen county
region that will connect 2.3 million people in North and South Carolina.
Catawba County is one of the fifteen counties included in the Thread
Trail project area.

The Carolina Thread Trail project was established through a non-profit
organization and is being financed with private donations and State and
Federal public funding sources. To date, the CTT has raised $15 million
in private funds and has been approved for $3 million in public funding.
The CTT provides funding to local governments through a grants process
to begin the development of the Thread Trail segment within each
jurisdiction. The funding is available to support a four-step process of
thread trail development: planning, design, acquisition and construction.
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Planning staff applied to CTT for a planning grant in the amount of $60,000 to hire a planning
consultant to assist in the preparation of the County’s master greenway plan. Carolina Thread
Trail informed the County on September 16, 2009 that it’s grant request has been approved.
The grant requires a 10% match ($6,000) which will be shared by the County and the
municipalities participating in the CTT project. The kickoff of the CTT project will begin in late

November 2009.



