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Energy Facility’s Progress Continues
By Nash Dunn

County officials and workers are putting the “finishing touches” on the new facility that
is turning waste into energy.

Jack Chandler, assistant director for Catawba County Utilities & Engineering, said
development to the Catawba County Regional EcoComplex and Resource Recovery Facility is
continuing and going to plan.

The EcoComplex, located on Rocky Ford Road in Newton next to the Blackburn Landfill,
uses county waste to create methane gas. The facility uses wells and a vacuum system to
extract the methane gas, which is then forced into an internal combustion engine and used to
create energy.

Chandler added that three 1-megawatt generators have been producing about three
megawatts an hour burning methane gas.“We think it’s a cleaner burning gas,” he said”

Barry Edwards, Catawba County Utilities and Engineering director, said the EcoComplex
produces enough energy to power about 1,500 homes.

Though the “heart” of the EcoComplex is its trash to energy production, the complex
has or will have many more components, which include a bio-diesel research facility that will
use fuel produced from crops grown at the Blackburn Landfill.

“We are going to be growing crops in the buffer areas around the complex and use the
crops to make bio-diesel,”Chandler said.

The bio-diesel research facility is in partnership with Appalachian State University, one
of the six universities the complex is connected to.



