
Fiscal Year 2012/13 Budget



Catawba County Government

• 5 elected Commissioners

• $226 million annual budget

• 154,654 population

• 1,094 employees

• 15 departments, 3 school systems, and 1 community
college



Fiscal Year 2012/13 Expenditures
Excluding Interfund Transfers

Public Safety
(Sheriff, Fire Districts, Emergency 

Services, Public Safety -Capital 
Projects, Communications 
Center, Jail Debt, Rescue 

Squads, Other Public Safety)

16.5%

Economic & Physical 
Development
(Technology, EDC, 

Incentives, Water & 
Sewer, Utilities & 

Engineering, Planning, 
Facilities, & Related Capital 

Projects)

6.3%

Solid Waste
(Landfill, Recycling, 

Convenience Centers)

2.9%

Water & Sewer
(Water & Sewer Administration 

and Construction)

1.1%

Libraries & Culture
(County Library, Sherrills Ford 
Library Project, Patrick Beaver 

Library, Arts Council)

1.5%
Environmental Quality
(Cooperative Extension, Soil & 

Water, Forestry)

0.2%

Education
(Catawba County 

Schools, Hickory Public 
Schools, Newton-Conover City 

Schools, CVCC)

39.5%

Other
(Self Insurance, CVMC 
Debt, Future Capital)

4.9%

Human Services
(Social Services, Public 

Health, Partners Behavioral 
Health Management, Medical 

Examiner) 

23.3%

General Government
(Register of Deeds, Elections, Tax,           

Finance, Human 
Resources, Board of 

Commissioners, County 
Manager)

3.5%



Fiscal Year 2012/13 Expenditures
Local Funds

Human Services 
(Social Services, Public 

Health, Partners Behavioral 
Health 

Management,  Medical 
Examiner)

10.2%

General 
Government 

(Register of 
Deeds, Elections, Tax,           

Finance, Human 
Resources, Board of 

Commissioners, County 
Manager)

4.4%

Public Safety 
(Sheriff, Fire 

Districts, Emergency 
Services, Public Safety -

Capital 
Projects, Communications 
Center, Jail Debt, Rescue 

Squads, Other Public 
Safety)

22.0%

Economic & Physical 
Development 
(Technology, EDC, 

Incentives, Water & 
Sewer, Utilities & 

Engineering, Planning, 
Facilities, & Related Capital 

Projects)

11.3%

Libraries and 
Culture

(County Library, Sherrills 
Ford Library Project, Patrick 

Beaver Library, Arts 
Council)

2.5%

Education 
(Catawba County 

Schools, Hickory Public 
Schools, Newton-Conover 

City Schools, CVCC)

47.8%

Environmental 
Quality 

(Cooperative 
Extension, Soil & 
Water, Forestry)

0.4%

Other 
(Self Insurance, Future 

Capital)

1.5%



Fiscal Year 2012/13 Revenues
Excluding Interfund Transfers

Property Tax
39.2%

Sales Tax
12.0%

Other Taxes
0.3%

Intergovernmental 
(Federal, State, Federal 

& State revenues)
17.7%

Permits & Fees
9.2%

Miscellaneous
1.1%

Fund Balance
4.1% Other Sources

16.1%

Fines & Forfeitures
0.4%



Property Tax

• Property Tax is 39% of Catawba County County’s
revenue.

• The County’s current tax base (property values) is
$15.7 billion and produces over $80 million in
revenue.

• Property Tax remains the only option the Board of
Commissioners has to raise revenues to meet the
demands of our growing county.



Fiscal Year 2012/13 School Funding

• Current expense = $36,343,086 or $1,447 per
pupil

• Capital & Construction= $27,704,721

• Catawba County funding accounts for
approximately 20 percent of the schools’ total
operating budget, with the balance coming from
State and Federal government



Catawba County Education Funding (Excludes CVCC) 
Fiscal Years 2002/03 through 2012/13
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Catawba County’s budget is divided into 
several functional areas:

• General Government
• Public Safety
• Economic & Physical Development
• Environmental Quality
• Human Services
• Education
• Culture



The General Government function budget is $7,860,607 or 3.5 
percent of total expenditures for the fiscal year.

Board of 
Commissioners

2.0%
County 

Manager, Legal, 
Budget
18.4%

Elections
6.1%

Finance
19.8%

Other Government
7.2%

Human Resources
10.9%

Register of Deeds
9.6%

Tax Administration & 
Reappraisal

26.0%



The Public Safety function budget is $36,746,409 representing 16.5 
percent of all expenditures for the fiscal year.  

E-911 
Communications 

Center
6.2%

Emergency Services
40.7%

Other Public Safety
0.4%

Sheriff & Jail
39.0%

Public Safety Debt & 
Capital
13.6%



The Economic & Physical Development function’s budget is 
$14,055,069 or 6.3 percent of the total expenditures.

Economic 
Development

29.8%

Facilities
20.9%Planning, Parks & 

Development
6.3%

Technology
27.5%

Utilities & 
Engineering

15.4%



The Environmental Quality function's budget is $497,806 or 0.2 
percent of the total expenditures for the fiscal year.  

Cooperative 
Extension

59.1%

Forestry
11.9%

Soil & Water 
Conservation

29.0%



The Human Services budget of $51,834,121 is 23.3 percent of 
total expenditures for this fiscal year.  

Partners Behavioral 
Health Management

1.7%

Other Human 
Services

0.2%

Public Health
23.0%

Social Services
75.1%



The County has budgeted $87,851,588 or 39.5 percent of the 
total budget for education expense.  

Current Expense
45.6%

Debt Service
18.9%

Schools' Capital
6.5%

Schools' Construction
29.1%



The County has budgeted $3,351,037 or 1.5 percent of the total 
budget in support of the library system, culture, and the arts.

Arts
9.9%

County Libraries
64.6%

Patrick Beaver 
Library
6.1%

Sherrills Ford 
Library Project

19.4%
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